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	A.
	State Party: Belgium

	B.
	Name of element: Procession of the Holy Blood in Bruges

	C.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned:
The citizens of Bruges

The Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood

The City Council of Bruges

	D.
	Brief textual description of the nominated element:

Ascension Day is called “Bruges Finest Day”, mainly because it is the date a collective rite takes place that is very important for the identity of this medieval city. Every year, on that day in May (if the weather allows it), the Procession of the Holy Blood goes out in Bruges. More than 1700 citizens of all ages participate in this parade of historical scenes and biblical stories. The groups on horseback, on carts and on foot, cross the center of the city, under the eyes of about 30.000 to 45.000 spectators. The (last part of the) procession culminates around a relic, the Blood of Christ, that is carried around in the main streets of Bruges. This Blood, that according to a legend was brought to Bruges in the 13th century, is kept in a special church in the heart of the city and guarded by a Brotherhood, that also organizes the procession. Both the Brotherhood that organizes the procession, the relic and the procession can be traced back to the Middle Ages. For centuries the procession has an important function for the identity of the city and its inhabitants. For centuries it was an occasion for encounters with people from outside the city. Today tourists and spectators from all over the world come to participate.


	1.
	Identification of the element

	1.a.
	Name of element: Procession of the Holy Blood in Bruges

	1.b.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any: 

Heilig-Bloedprocessie Brugge
Procession du Saint-Sang à Bruges

	1.c.
	Identification of the community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned and their location:
The population of Bruges, represented by the municipal government, collective owner of the relic, main participant (in the parade and as spectators): 120.000 inhabitants (in 2008).
Contact:
The City Council of Bruges, Burg 12, BE 8000 Bruges, Belgium
lothar.casteleyn@erfgoedcelbrugge.be
“Edele Confrerie van het Heilig Bloed”: The Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood in Bruges has 31 members: “honorable people” residing in Bruges. This corporation was founded in the 15th century (oldest statutes 14/1/1449). Its purpose is to safeguard the relic of the Holy Blood, to further the veneration and to organize the Procession. In the 18th and 19th century (with an interruption between 1799 and 1819) the corporation was composed almost exclusively of aristocrats (often members of the city council). At present, about one third has a noble title and the rest are highly esteemed members of Bruges’ society. On ceremonial occasions the members wear a black toga on which a pelican feeding a young with her own blood is embroidered.

Contact: The Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood, Burg 13, BE 8000 Bruges, Belgium 
Non-profit organisation Holy Blood Procession (Heilig Bloedprocessie vzw): a legal structure organizing and co-ordinating the procession in practice. This organization is led by several members of the Brotherhood who are chosen for this task for a certain period.They also appoint several people to help them with the practical organization: a coordinator, a director, a choreographer, a scriptwriter and a person responsible for the recruitment. 
Contact: 
Heilig Bloedprocessie vzw, Burg 13, BE 8000 Bruges, Belgium 
Municipal departments and the local council of Bruges participate very actively behind the scenes: the keeping of the costumes and the floats (special carts and wagons for the procession), the renovation of the costumes by the seamstresses of the municipal costume workplace, the placement of the grandstands, the cleaning of the streets... The tourist department takes care of the promotion and the press contacts. 
Contact: 
Dienst Cultuur Stad Brugge, Burg 12, BE 8000 Bruges, Belgium 
Toerisme Brugge, p.a. 744, BE 8000 Bruges, Belgium toerisme@brugge.be 

1700 local citizens participate in the procession, more than 80 % of which take part every year. Family participation is a significant feature; many roles are being passed on from one generation to another. People that moved out off the city also continue to participate. The relationship of these inhabitants and former inhabitants with their city Bruges plays an important role in their eagerness and pride to participate every year. 
Contact:
Benoit Kervyn, Mariastraat 36a, BE 8000 Bruges, Belgium kathedraal.brugge@belgacom.net 

The active participation of local secondary schools/high schools dates back to the 19th century. Every year, these schools present the procession to their students and guarantee the participation of the youth in doing so. 

Contact:
Sint-Lodewijkscollege, Magdalenastraat 30, BE 8200 Bruges, Belgium koen.seynaeve@sint-Iodewijkscollege.be 

Heritage institutions based in Bruges, in particular the Heritage Cell Bruges (Erfgoedcel Brugge), take up an active co-ordination role with all relevant partners to safeguard and document intangible cultural heritage in Bruges. 

Contact:
Erfgoedcel Brugge, Komvest 45, BE 8000 Bruges, Belgium lothar.casteleyn@erfgoedcelbrugge.be 

	1.d.
	Geographic location and range of the element:
The Procession of the Holy Blood takes place in the heart of the city of Bruges, located in Belgium. On Ascension Day the historic city centre of Bruges, recognized by Unesco as a World Heritage site in 2000, and its historic Procession of the Holy Blood blend together in a unique visual and heritage experience. The unique historical setting is of course also a 21 st-century vibrant city with its 120.000 inhabitants and numerous visitors. Before 1969 the Procession went out in the streets the first Monday after 2 May (hence between 3 and 9 May) in the morning. It used to be primarily a local manifestation, predominantly people from Bruges performing or watching. In 1970 the choice was made to connect the Procession of the Holy Blood to Ascension Day, an official holiday in Belgium. Also the departure time of the procession was altered from morning to afternoon. The number of spectators and participants increased significantly. In recent years the Procession of the Holy Blood has attracted 30.000 to 45.000 people, depending on the weather. Next to people living in Belgium, the increasing group of international spectators are mainly people coming from France, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Spain, South America, North America, Japan and Russia. Although the dialogues in the Procession are in Dutch, printed information is made available in Dutch, French, English and German.  
Today, the Procession of the Holy Blood follows a route on the main streets and squares of the inner city: from the Beurshal, through Smedenstraat, ‘t land square, luidzandstraat alongside the Saint Saviour’s Cathedral (where the clergy and the Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood join the procession), Simon Stevin square, Mariastraat, Church of Our Lady, Dijver, Wollestraat, the Market Square, Vlamingstraat, Kuipersstraat, Geldmundstraat, ‘t land square, Smedenstraat to the Beurshal (starting point and end). 

	1.e.
	Domain(s) represented by the element:
Social practices, rituals and festive events 

	2.
	Description of the element (cf. Criterion R.1):

	
	According to a legend, Derrick of Alsace (Diederik van den Elzas) Count of Flanders, brought the Relic of the Holy Blood (of Jezus Christ) from Jerusalem to the Flemish city of Bruges in the middle of the 12th century, after the second crusade. The first written evidence of the presence of such a relic dates from 1256. The relic is at present preserved and worshipped in the St. chapel on the Burg square (in the centre of Bruges). The legal owner has been the city since the Middle Ages. The first mention of a procession (possibly with the relic) is made in a charter of the Unloaders’ Corporation Guild (pijnders) (1291). From 1303 onwards, there are written traces of a Holy Blood procession going round the city walls, as a collective protection rite involving guilds of master artisans and of archers, clergy and city officials that participated in the parade. Religious and civil features, sacred and festive profane elements and a ritual and symbolic appropriation of the urban space and strengthening of its identity would be characteristic for the procession the next seven centuries. 
In 1310 Bruges’ city council decided to combine the festivities around the Holy Blood, its procession (May 3rd) and the two-week ceremonies, with the annual fair (April 23rd until May 22nd). As a result the numbers of those assisting at the procession and the devotion around the Holy Blood grew. In the 15th and 16th centuries, profane scenes with giants, the Bayard horse with the four sons of Aymon and the chambers of rhetoric of the city were added to the biblical scenes (mystery plays). Due to the religious disturbances in 1578 it was considered safer to cease carrying the relic around outside the city gates. So, for the first time, the procession took place in the city centre and followed the course it still follows at present. During the early modern period, the religious character was strengthened. The procession was banned and temporarily suspended between 1578 and 1584 (by Calvinists) and during the French (revolutionary) era (1798-1819). In the 19th century the procession was composed of the seven parishes of the city with numerous brotherhoods, congregations and schools. During the 20th century a variety of changes in the themes and the presentation were made. 
The procession evokes the golden 15th century in Bruges and presents scenes in four parts: the Old Testament; the New Testament, a historical section and a section concentrating on the Veneration of the Holy Blood. 
The introduction is divided into six scenes. The Municipal Police of Bruges opens the procession and is followed by members of the Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood, all of them wearing a black ceremonial toga on which a pelican feeding a young with her own blood is embroidered. A brass band then brings festive music into the city. Horsemen carrying the flags of the city of Bruges and of the Holy Blood close the introductory part. 
In the first part (Old Testament) several old myths are being portrayed concerning the life of man, and this in five different scenes. From Adam and Eve’s banishment from paradise to a procession of the prophets (Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah, Isaiah...), this section makes it clear to the spectators that these symbolic stories can still provide us with a keen insight on life. 
The second part is devoted to the story of Jesus Christ’s life. From the birth of Christ to his resurrection, 18 scenes highlight the most important passages in the New Testament.

The third part focuses on the history of Bruges and takes us back to the twelfth century. Ten scenes tell about the return of Count Derrick from the Crusades with the relic of the Holy Blood and how the relic was handed over to the burgomasters of the city. 
The last part displays the veneration of the Holy Blood by many brotherhoods and members of the city. This cycle of 13 scenes ends in the carrying of the Relic of the Holy Blood, followed by the clergy and the civil authorities (city council, governor). The procession is closed by a wagon on which a carillon plays, accompanied by dancers dressed in the colours of Bruges. 
Bruges’ finest day ends with a closing ceremony on the Burg square in front of the Town Hall. After a short prayer service in different languages the bishop gives a blessing with the relic of the Holy Blood.

	3.
	Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue 
(cf. Criterion R.2):

	
	Both from a theoretical, methodological and practical perspective, and in particular in reference to UNESCO, the Procession of the Holy Blood provides an interesting case. Not only several buildings and locations (the Belfry, the beguinage) but also the whole historical inner city has been proclaimed a UNESCO world-heritage site. This is the context in which the Procession takes place. It provides a fascinating example to study and explore the differences and common points of those two heritage paradigms, to put the contact zones between the 1972 and 2003 UNESCO heritage conventions on the agenda, while respecting the fundamental differences between the two kinds of protection and heritage development. For comparative research and reflection, it will draw a lot of attention of researchers world-wide, e.g. in studies of the impact of tourism and in looking for appropriate measures to ensure sustainability. This will clearly stimulate dialogue among heritage professionals in the world and in particular in the UNESCO networks. 
The Procession is a good example of what a substantial collective rite can signify in modern Western society and how the population of a city deals with a well documented long history. The participants are a representative cross-section of the population of Bruges, with ages varying between a few months old and 90 years old. Remarkable is the stability of this group: about 80% of the 1700 costumed participants of the parade participate every year. A significant portion passes over the membership and even specific roles in the procession from generation to generation. Even the joint participation of two or three generations of a family is often noted. Several inhabitants of Bruges have participated for 40 or 50 years. Many participants have religious motivations but many also primarily value the connection to the history of Bruges or the living heritage dimension of the Procession. A remarkable tendency the last decades is that people that have previously lived in Bruges and participated in the procession and have emigrated since, keep on coming back, as participants or spectators. Dozens of local groups and communities take great pride in participating or sending a delegation. For instance, since the end of the 20th century a special delegation of 25 former inhabitants of Bruges now living in Louvain (120 kilometres further) come every year to participate collectively. Monitored by a special Safeguarding and Updating Committee since 2000, the Procession provides an excellent example of both Intangible cultural heritage in Europe and soft but effective methods of safeguarding. The inclusion on the representative list will raise awareness about the importance of both intangible cultural heritage for open identity construction, for providing a sense of continuity and belonging and about safeguarding methods. This will stimulate more interest and debate in the city, the region and well beyond the national borders. 
Special efforts are being made to make the messages and the Procession itself accessible for outsiders and visitors. The dialogues in the procession are in the language of the region: Dutch. In order to greet the increasing number of foreign tourists, since 2000 in the scene of the Resurrection, the disciples shake hands and salute the spectators in at least 6 different languages (Dutch, English, French, German, Italian and Spanish). Next to this symbolic gesture, special brochures and programmes in four languages are available in the streets and tourist office. A leaflet with short information about the history and function of the procession is distributed for free four languages (Dutch, French, German and English). 
The day of the procession, also known as “The most beautiful day of Bruges”, is a day of official and unofficial meetings. The burgomaster of Bruges and the provincial governor tend to welcome guests like ambassadors, diplomats and employees of international organizations. The bishop of Bruges welcomes bishops, cardinals and other clergymen from all over the world. In the cathedral an international mass in six languages is celebrated, conducted by the bishop himself. The day of the Procession has been an occasion for meetings and gatherings for centuries: the inclusion of the Procession on the UNESCO representative list of intangible cultural heritage will stimulate this further and yield new encounters. 
The inclusion of the Procession on both a Flemish inventory and the UNESCO list will significantly stimulate the debate about safeguarding methods. The presence of a heritage cell (Erfgoedcel Brugge), the implementation of a new decree on cultural heritage (23 May 2008) in Flanders that specifically addresses the challenge of putting the 2003 UNESCO convention in practice and the creation and financing of new structures and institutions for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage (like for instance FARO. Flemish interface for cultural heritage, several centres of expertise, special organizations for safeguarding cultural heritage...) will increase the impact of the listing process and dialogue about cultural heritage. In Bruges special mention has to be made of the financing of a new experimental “forum for heritage practice” and the continuation of the heritage covenant and a heritage cell. This signifies that important tools are available in Bruges and Flanders to ensure local, national and international dialogue about new safeguarding practices. The new structures created thanks to the new Flemish cultural heritage decree of 2008 and hence the 2003 UNESCO convention embed the candidature of the Procession of the Holy Blood in a very stimulating new context.

	4.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)

	4.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element:
The last 30 years, the organization structures have been changed and updated in order to ensure sustainable development while respecting traditions. A general coordinator was appointed by the Brotherhood (since 1988 Benoit Kervyn). He coordinates the collaboration with all municipal departments and institutions, makes contracts with all organizations involved, takes care of insurances (in case of accidents), organizes meetings with the leaders of the 30 groups in the parade, establishes contacts on behalf of the Brotherhood with the religious authorities (the bishopric), etcetera. The Brotherhood also established the non-profit organization The Procession of the Holy Blood in order to have a legal structure for the practical organization of the procession. In 2000, a special coordination cell was created, which meets monthly from September to April. It consists of a coordinator, a director, a chief choreographer, a scriptwriter and persons responsible for the recruitment of participants. 
Modern principles and techniques of heritage conservation and preservation are applied to the objects, clothes and floats used in the procession. Costumes and accessories have been put into labeled boxes and are stored in better conditions. The oldest costumes that are used at present were made in the 1970s but they are gradually replaced when necessary. The seamstresses of the city make sure that the hundreds of costumes are ready for the big day. 
The oldest floats riding in the procession date back to 1958. In 2000 and 2002, 7 of the floats were completely renewed. During the year the floats are parked in a special warehouse owned by the City of Bruges. They are now better protected against humidity, insects and other dangers. The floats are moved by persons or draft horses, not by mechanical devices (like tractors). 
In the year 2000 the Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood decided to update parts of the procession the 21st century. A special Safeguarding Committee was created in order to prepare and monitor the gradual changes and adaptations, repairing clothes and objects, adapting some outdated dialogues, scenes or scripts. They have continued their work ever since, taking into consideration both the wishes and feedback of the public, the Brotherhood, historians and the clergy. In 2002, when Bruges was Cultural Capital of Europe, a special working group did research into the perception of young people. 
The Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood has built up a substantial archive about the procession containing all regulations, statutes (from 1449 onwards), reports, account books, posters, paintings, drawings, extraordinary publications and festive albums, and an extensive photographic collection about the procession (from 1894) and more recently videos. Next to this private archive, extensive documentation can be found in the City Archives, the Archives of the bishopric of Bruges, the Archives of the Grootseminarie Bruges and the Municipal Public Library. Hence the history of the Procession is very well documented. 

	4.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed:
The safeguarding measures presented in 4.A. will be continued and reinforced. This implies further investments by the City of Bruges in good preservation conditions of all tangible objects used in the procession. The activities of the coordinators and working groups will be continued. An explicit policy of fine-tuning the collaboration between heritage institutions in and outside Bruges and the coordinator of the Procession will be strengthened. The monitoring and evaluation of the effects of the inclusion on the UNESCO representative list will be the task of a new, permanent discussion group, that actively involves the Brotherhood, the City of Bruges, representatives of communities and groups in the city and of heritage organizations. This group will convene yearly from 2010 onwards. 
International contacts between the organizations responsible for historic city parades and processions are rather scarce, in particular from a perspective of safeguarding heritage. The Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood - in collaboration with the Bruges Heritage Cell and FARO. Flemish interface for cultural heritage - would like to stimulate these contacts by organizing an international colloquium and examine the possibilities of creating a European platform for reflection and discussion about the role of historical parades in the 21st century. The colloquium planned for 2011 or 2012, would focus on the changing roles of traditional corporations and organization structures (like brotherhoods), modern legal structures and platforms of different types of groups and communities. The 2003 UNESCO convention offers a challenge to reconsider these issues from new perspectives. In a first phase, a survey will be made of similar processions and parades with a tradition of more than two centuries, taking place in historical cities. A report will be made about organization structures and procedures of adapting such processions to modern evolutions. In a second phase, from 2011 onwards, good practices will be exchanged. The network that emerges can also allow for joint international candidatures for the representative list or for the list mentioned in article 18 of the UNESCO convention. 
Another major topic that will need careful consideration is the impact of tourism on intangible heritage, especially related to UNESCO recognition and how to develop good practices to deal with this challenge. A working group will be set up (among others by FARO and the Heritage Cell) to study the problem in a comparative perspective. This should result in a publication. 

30% of the participants in the Procession are younger than 20. Special efforts will be made in developing educational tool-kits, both for the children in Bruges and for use by kids elsewhere. Heritage Cell Bruges and FARO will work together with other partners to develop material that can be used in primary and secondary schools to learn more about the Procession of the Holy Blood, from a historical perspective and emphasizing aspects of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. The tool-kit should be available in Dutch by the end of 2010. An international tool-kit can then be made available in an international network developing similar instruments. 

The Heritage Cell of Bruges has started up a programme of heritage safeguarding that will continue the next years. A systematic effort to set up oral history projects has been made since the beginning of the 21 si century. A project will be started up to interview key-figures in the organization of the Procession. In a publicly accessible database of photographs about life in Bruges, www.beeldbankbrugge.be, a significant set of photos of the Processions are available for the period 1900-1950. In 2010 a special project will be set up to complete this collection and to expand the timeframe. Systematic efforts will be made to identify private collections. Since the 1970s, photographers employed by the city have carefully documented the Procession, yielding hundreds of high quality pictures. In 2008 a project to collect and digitize super-8 films and other film materials about life in Bruges in the 1950, 1960 and 1970s has been launched. A project of digitization will be set up, in order to include film material in the archives of the Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood and in other public archives. The Heritage Cell will continue focusing on the issues of so-called religious heritage, stimulating contact between religious institutions and heritage organisations. A special coordinator has been appointed in 2008 to coordinate tangible and intangible heritage projects related to the historical churches, cloisters and processions. A special policy plan about religious and profane heritage will be developed. The coordinator acts as a go-between and will cultivate relations with a national network of heritage institutions on the one hand and local communities on the other hand. 

	4.c.
	Commitments of States and of communities, groups or individuals concerned:
The procession functions mainly thanks to the work of the 1700 volunteers, that receive a bottle of water and a set of postcards as symbolic gifts for their commitment. Many of them participate for many years and even decades. Only the professional musicians and brass bands, people driving camels, dromedaries or horses, or shepherds that come with their flock to participate receive financial compensation (for transport, insurance, etc.). The Noble Brotherhood has been responsible for ensuring the continuity of the procession for decades. The non-profit organization Procession of the holy Blood and other networks support this commitment. 
For coordination and practical organization, the organizing committee needs a budget of at least 70.000 Euro per year (in 2008-2009). In 2008, the City Council of Bruges provides a subsidy of 37.450 Euro for organization overhead. The city also provides very active support through police and logistics services. The tourist department invests in the promotion (3.500 Euro per year). Several heritage organizations, both in Bruges (network of the Heritage Cell) as in Flanders (network of FARO), are committed to devoting special attention to the safeguarding methods used or available. 

On a national level, the Flemish community will implement the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage as defined in article 2 of the convention. Nominations for the inventory of intangible cultural heritage Flanders are reviewed on a yearly basis by a competent commission of academic and heritage experts, representatives of communities and practitioners on the basis of the following criteria: 

· the current and recent efforts to safeguard the element 

· the safeguarding measures proposed 

· the participation of communities, groups and individuals 

· the cooperation with a competent body active in the field of cultural heritage 

The Arts and Heritage Agency of the Flemish Community, responsible for the inventory, is currently working on a procedure to combine the yearly updating of the inventory with a follow-up and evaluation of the criteria concerning safeguarding. 


	5.
	Community involvement and consent (cf. Criterion R.4) 

	5.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals:
The launch of the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Heritage by the Intergovernmental Committee in June 2008 coincided with the launch of the Inventory Intangible Heritage by the Flemish community. 
Already in 2005, the Heritage Cell Bruges contacted the Arts and Heritage Agency, responsible for the inventory, and announced that they would like submit a detailed application to have the Procession of the Holy Blood inscribed on UNESCO’s representative list. As such, contacts had already been made over the years, which made it possible for the Heritage Cell Bruges to work out a nomination for the inventory of intangible cultural heritage Flanders in July 2008. 
The Heritage Cell worked closely together with the newly appointed co​ordinator of religious heritage, Mr Benoit Kervyn, who is also the co-ordinator of the Procession of the Holy Blood. 
The Procession of the Holy Blood in Bruges was placed on the inventory of intangible cultural heritage Flanders in August 2008. The Minister of Culture supported the application for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible Heritage. 
The Heritage Cell Bruges and the co-ordinator of religious heritage worked together to complete this application and contact all communities involved. FARO, the Flemish interface for cultural heritage, helped them in finalizing the application.

	5.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent:
The following attestations of content are included: 
· The Noble Brotherhood of the Holy Blood 
· The Bishopric of Bruges 
· The Province of West-Flanders 
· The City Council of Bruges 
· The College of Europe 
· Coordination Cell of the Procession of the Holy Blood
· Secondary schools: Sint-Lodewijkscollege, Sint-Leocollege, Lyceum Hemelsdale 
· Diverse groups and families that participate in the Procession: Marnix Neirinck, Ignace Neyt, Willy Vandevoorde, Jacques Perquy, Jan Anseeuw.

	5.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access:
The Procession of the Holy Blood is open to the public. The organization structures and scenarios are transparent and open. 
Access to the Relic of the Holy Blood, preserved in the St. Basil’s Chapel, during the year is regulated by religious rules and is not related to this nomination.

	6.
	Inclusion on an inventory (cf. Criterion R.5):

	
	Being a federal state, Belgium is divided into three regions with autonomous cultural competences. The Arts & Heritage Agency of the Flemish Community is maintaining the inventory as far as Flanders is concerned. 
The aforementioned agency is currently working on a procedure which includes (a) fixed yearly deadline(s) for the nomination of items of intangible cultural heritage for this inventory. Subjected nominations are evaluated by a commission and an evaluation of how the item is safeguarded will be included in this procedure.

	7.
	Documentation 

	7.a.
	Required and supplementary documentation:
1 CD including 40 recent photographs of the Procession of the Holy Blood.
The edited video with footage of recent processions will be sent later.

	7.b.
	Cession of rights:
Appended.

	7.c.
	List of additional resources:
The Procession of the Holy Blood has been the subject of numerous publications: 

- Carton Charles, Album descriptif des fêtes et cérémonies religieuses I’occasion du jubile de 700 ans du Saint-Sang Bruges, Brugge, 1850 

- Comité, Actualisering van de Heilig Bloedprocessie, persmap, Brugge, 1999 

- D.V. Antoon, Van den eerdienst van het H.Bloed van Jesus-Christus en van het overblyfsel van dit bloed dat bewaerd wordt te Brugge, Brugge, 1865 

- Du culte du Saint Sang de Jésus-Christ et de la relique de ce sang, Brugge, 1869 

- Ecker Lieve, De H.Bloedprocessie te Brugge in de Late Middeleeuwen (1281-1577), onuitg. verhandeling, Leuven 1982 

- Gailliard Jean, Recherches historiques sur la chapelle du Saint-Sang Bruges, Brugge, 1846 

- Geschiedkundig verhael op het Heilig Bloed voor en na zyne aenkomst te Brugge, Brugge, 1850.
- Het Heilig Bloed te Brugge, Brugge, (uitg. Jong Kristen onthaal voor Toersime v.z.w.), 1990.

- Heilig Bloedprocessie (programma), Brugge, 1959.
- Het Heylig Bloed ons heeren J.C. te Brugge berustende, Brugge, 1819.

- Janssens de Bisthoven Boudewijn en Viaene Antoon, Het Heilig Bloed te Brugge, Brugge, z.d. 

- Joos de ter Beerst, Notices sur I’Insigne Relique du Précieux Sang -la Noble Confrérie -la Basilique de Saint Basile, Brugge, 1955.

- Kervyn de Volkaersbeke Benoit, e.a. De Heilig Bloedprocessie te Brugge (programmaboekje), Brugge, 1991 e.v.

- Maertens Alfons, Libretto der Heilig Bloedprocessie, Brugge, 1931.

- Meulemeester Jean Luc, De Brugse jubileumfeesten van het H.Bloed in 1748-1749, Brugge, 1998.

- Meulemeester Jean Luc, Feestversieringen voor de Brugse jubileumprocessie van het H.Bloed in 1749, Brugge, 1999.

- Notice abrégée sur le Saint Sang de Notre Seigneur Jesus-Christ arrive Bruges, le 7 avril 1150, de nouveau exalte le 3 mai 1819, Brugge, 1849.

- Perriens Beatrijs, Brugges schoonste dag. De volksdevotie voor het Heilig Bloed en haar maatschappelijke inkadering, 1819-1957, onuitg. verhandeling, Gent, 1987.

- Rotsaert Koen, De Heilig-Bloedprocessie, een eeuwenoude Brugse traditie, Brugge, 1982.

- Vander Heeren A., A/s de ziele kijkt & luistert naar de H.Bloed-processie, Tielt, 1950.

- Van Haecke Louis, Het duurbaar Heilig bloed te Brugge, Brugge, 1873.

Websites

www.holyblood.com
This international website, with information available in 5 languages, was created in 2002. By now, more than 375.000 visitors have used this website to gather information on the Relic of the Holy Blood and on the Procession of the Holy Blood.

www.beeldbankbrugge.be
This website was constructed in 2002 by Heritage Cell Bruges and the City Archive. Municipal and private photo collections can be searched thematically, thus allowing the visitor to look at Bruges’ recent history. 473 pictures of the Procession of the Holy Blood are available on this website, dated between 1900 and 1950.


	8.
	Contact information 

	8.a.
	Submitting State Party: Belgium

	8.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:
State level: 
Cultuur, Jeugd, Sport en Media 
Kunsten en Erfoed 
Afdeling Erfgoed 
Arenbergstraat 9, 1000 BRUSSEL 
Tel. ++3225536868; Fax ++3225536969

E-mail: marina.laureys@cjsm.vlaanderen.be 
Website: www.kunstenenerfgoed.be

	8.c.
	Competent body involved:
The Noble Confraternity of the Holy Blood 
Burg 13 
8000 Bruges, Belgium

	8.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s):
For the City Council of Bruges: 
Lothar Casteleyn (Erfgoedcel Brugge) 
& Benoit Kervyn (Coordinator Procession of the Holy Blood) 
Burg 12, BE 8000 Bruges, Belgium 
Tel ++3250445045; Fax ++3250616367
Email: lothar.casteleyn@erfgoedcelbrugge.be 
Website: www.erfgoedcelbrugge.be

	9.
	Signature on behalf of the State Party: 

	
	<Signed>
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