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	Nomination for inscription on the Representative List in 2009 (Reference No. 00259)

	A.
	State Party: Colombia

	B.
	Name of element: Holy Week processions in Popayán

	C.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned:

The community of Popayán, including the organizing members of the Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week; participants in the Processions: cargueros, sahumadoras, síndicos and síndicas, moqueros, regidores and regidoras; musicians, choirs, scouts and city street cleaners; municipal, departmental, clerical, military and police authorities; the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre, the Cauca Chamber of Commerce, the Popayán Colonies Foundation; local enterprises and educational institutions in the city.

	D.
	Brief textual description of the nominated element:

The element is composed of five night-time Processions held during the week following Lent in the Catholic liturgical calendar, in March or April. They follow a two-kilometre route in the city centre. Each Procession consists of shrines, called pasos in the terminology specific to the Processions, on which are installed life-size wooden statues representing the stages of the Passion of Christ and the Resurrection. The Procession of Our Lady of Sorrow, with 15 pasos, takes place on the Tuesday; the Procession of Our Lord Jesus Christ (16 pasos) on the Wednesday, the Procession of the Holy Cross, again with 16 pasos, on the Thursday; the Procession of the Laying in the Tomb 
(14 pasos) is held on the Friday and on the Saturday, the Procession of the Resurrection (9 pasos). Each night, the pasos are decorated with flowers of a specific colour: white, pink, red, purple and multicoloured. Members of the community form two lines on either side of the Processions and follow them along the entire route with lighted votive candles as a sign of devotion.

	1.
	Identification of the element

	1.a.
	Name of element: Holy Week Processions in Popayán, Cauca, Colombia

	1.b.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any:

	1.c.
	Identification of the community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned and their location:

The community of Popayán, including the organizing members of the Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week; participants in the Processions (cargueros, sahumadoras, síndicos  and síndicas, moqueros, regidores  and regidoras ); musicians, choirs, scouts and city street cleaners; municipal, departmental, clerical, military and police authorities; the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre, the Cauca Chamber of Commerce, the Popayán Colonies Foundation; local enterprises and educational institutions in the city

	1.d.
	Geographic location and range of the element:

The Processions follow a route approximately 2 km long that goes around 22 blocks, each 80 m long, and crosses 22 intersections, each 6 m wide in the city of Popayán (2º27’ N – 76º37’ W), situated at 1,737 m above sea level. The city is the capital of the department of Cauca in the Republic of Colombia, and counts 220,376 inhabitants.

	1.e.
	Domain(s) represented by the element:

This cultural manifestation has a specific language that has become part of the intangible cultural heritage, with a vocabulary that is exclusive to the customs and the physical elements associated with the Processions (see Annex).

The element in itself is an artistic expression of the intangible cultural heritage. Its beauty resides in the splendour of the sculptures, the artistry of the goldwork and silverwork, the floral arrangements and the dedication of the people who participate in and experience their tradition through this representation. The intensity of Holy Week is felt in many ways: in the characteristic scent of the flowers and of the myrrh and incense carried by the sahumadoras, the melted wax of the votive candles, the sound of the alcayatas on the ground and the shuffling of alpargatas on the streets.

This atmosphere resonates within members of the community, the majority of whom remain in Popayán for the occasion, as well as those who return in search of their identity. This gives rise to rituals of social cohesion, with gatherings before, during and after the element.

Traditional craft techniques and know-how are applied to the clothing of the cargueros, sahumadoras and statues. The gold and silver trimmings, sculpted wood, and the fine woodworking of the shrines are also traditionally crafted.

	2.
	Description of the element (cf. Criterion R.1):

	
	The five Holy Week Processions in Popayán are held annually in March or April, according to the liturgical calendar of the Catholic Church and the full moon following the Spring equinox. Each Procession represents one of the days leading up to the Crucifixion, the Crucifixion itself, and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, as visualized by the community. The first four Processions retrace the suffering related in the scriptures. The fifth Procession represents the victory at the end of the cycle, Glorious Saturday, in an abundance of colours and joy reflected in all clothing, flowers, music, and in the spirit of the community, in contrast with the sorrow that characterizes the first four Processions. The mournful sound of the matracas (mobile iron handles attached to a plank of wood that produce a dull sound) announcing the Processions is replaced by joyous peals of bells. This tradition inherited from Spain and carried on since 1556 is the oldest and most internalized by the community. It is a cultural practice that is passed down from generation to generation more or less passionately; it is part of the collective psyche and forms a specific body of knowledge reflected both in the techniques for making the objects required for the element (know-how) and in the mental conception of the cultural space that is the city centre.

For five nights in a row, between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m., the pasos – statues mounted on wooden shrines fitted with four horizontal bars at the front and rear, decorated with flowers, votive candles and silver pieces – are carried on shoulder through the town by cargueros. About 15 pasos come out each night, 70 in total. Those with statues of the Virgin Mary or the Christ are fitted with a dais as a mark of respect. A paso is carried by eight cargueros over a 2 km route that outlines the head and arms of a Latin cross. Each night, they are decorated with flowers of a different colour: white on Tuesday to symbolize purity, pink on Wednesday as a sign of redemption, red on Thursday to represent the body of the sacrificed Christ, purple on Friday as a mark of penitence and a multitude of colours on the Saturday as a sign of joy. Holding lighted candles, the community lines the Processions on both sides, creating the impression of a river of lava as described in sixteenth-century chronicles. This is one of the deeply-rooted traditions among the oldest families of the city, as are the methods used by women to handcraft the outfits of the cargueros and their alpargatas. The women also make the wide belts using a special cloth that help the cargueros to withstand the great physical effort required for the element.

A whole year is needed to organize the Processions. This entails the maintenance and restoration of the statues, most of which date back to the end of the eighteenth century, shrines and daises that are all works of art. It also means organizing activities aimed at bolstering the tradition among the younger generations who show interest in the event and who begin their initiation by participating in “Small Processions”, a miniature of the element described, from the age of five.

Such is how is formed and maintained the sense of identity and belonging to this manifestation of popular fervour, organized and defended in the main by lay citizens, even in the face of adversity like the March 1983 earthquake that left Popayán partly destroyed. Fortunately, none of the statues was severely damaged and in 1984, even with the historical centre still in some state of ruin, the Processions were able to be organized, for and by the community. However, given the conditions, they lacked the throngs of visitors who usually come to admire them.

Such immense efforts heighten the sensibilities and relations that define the extraordinary ties of social cohesion and identity around this practice which can transform lifestyles, language, tastes, scents and even sentiments. People from the most diverse backgrounds come together for this cultural manifestation of community living, joy, tolerance and respect under an unofficial motto upheld by all: we are all equal beneath the shrine. It could hardly be otherwise because everything is centred on the common good, the enjoyment and reinforcement of that identity – both individual and shared – that is manifest during Holy Week Processions, intangible heritage recognized by the community and inscribed in its collective psyche over 452 years of tradition.

	3.
	Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue 
(cf. Criterion R.2):

	
	The request for inscription of the Holy Week Processions on the Representative List seeks to widen the recognition of this custom as intangible cultural heritage and of the sentiment of the majority of the inhabitants of Popayán. The inscription of this element will raise the value of this form of heritage, which is so tied to the spaces of imagination and the ontological conceptions of different groups of humanity. The tradition of this cultural event, passed down from generation to generation for four and a half centuries, and the beauty of its expression are world famous. Every year, it draws numerous visitors wishing to discover and share in this identity-based event, and encourages intercultural dialogue. The social cohesion around the event is witnessed at different levels, all geared towards the year-to-year success of the celebration of the Processions. In the front line is the Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week, founded in 1938 to preserve the tradition. It is made up of 15 volunteers who dedicate all their efforts during the year to organizing the element. Associated with the Assembly are the cargueros, who bear the weight of the pasos on their shoulders each night and possess the technique and skill that is passed on orally, and the síndicos of each paso who coordinate the roles of each of the eight cargueros. Among the 70 sindicos, there are eight women who, though they themselves do not carry the shrines, know exactly what is required for the element (know-how). The moqueros are young children, aged between 9 and 13, whose duty it is, throughout the Processions, to scrape off the candlewax deposited on all sides of the shrine so as to avoid damage to the paso. The regidores  are responsible for ensuring that the physical pace, aesthetics and order of the Procession are respected; in other words, they are the supreme authority within the Procession. The melodies of the musicians and choirs set the right atmosphere, and some of the pieces performed on the occasion are composed specially for the Processions. The sahumadoras bear the jars in which burn the myrrh and incense that purify the soul and give off a unique perfume that unequivocally and subtly identifies the element. They are young girls from the community who precede the statues of the Virgin Mary, as well as those of the Christ. Members of the community and some tourists bearing lighted candles accompany the Procession, lining up on either side. They include schools and social action groups such as the Red Cross and the Rotary Club, local shopkeepers and countless others.

Without regard for political or religious convictions, civil authorities, namely the Mayor and the Governor of the department and their closest assistants also participate. Given that each night the Procession leaves from a different church, the relevant parish priest escorts the Procession as the symbolic authority and hierarchical ecclesiastic figure. The Archbishop, as the supreme head of this hierarchy, leads the Good Friday Procession accompanied by a few members of the Popayán seminary.

The immediate family of all those participating directly in the event play a key role because they provide vital support, particularly the women responsible for the traditional cloth worn by the cargueros and who take care of their outfits in general. They are also responsible for the embroidery for the dais and the floral arrangements for the pasos.

The Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week has a restoration workshop made up of the women who are responsible for the physical upkeep of the statues and statue ornaments, which are also handcrafted. These women, embroiderers and weavers beyond compare, are custodians of the traditional know-how and contribute with unparalleled skill; however the advances in technology make it increasingly difficult for them to pass on their knowledge.

The description of the human factor in all its variety illustrates the sense of communal identity and the awareness of the people of Popayán of the value of its intangible cultural heritage, worthy of world renown. More than representing a tradition kept alive, not without difficulty, over 452 years, the element brings to full light the forms of peaceful coexistence between individuals who are brought together in an atmosphere of mutual respect, on paths to dialogue that are geared towards the conservation and strengthening of tradition

	4.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)

	4.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element:

Since 1938, the Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week has been responsible for organizing and keeping up the tradition. Since that time, the Assembly has been providing an appropriate organization for the Holy Week Processions, regulating the participation of the different social classes, and searching for the funding needed for restoring the statues and other ornaments. As a result, the Processions live on and are recognized as part of the Colombian National Heritage. Furthermore, it is important to mention the Assembly’s Youth Group, which works towards motivating the younger generations.

	4.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed:

The importance of the Popayán Holy Week Processions and the challenges they face owing to the causes mentioned previously, determine the need draw up and implement a permanent plan for their safeguard incorporating three simultaneous lines of action:

A.
Awareness, Contemplation and Transcendence

· Goals

–
raise awareness in the contemporary population of Popayán, with its multicultural citizens, of the spiritual, cultural and artistic virtues of the tradition of the Processions;

–
reinforce the love for and the feeling of belonging to the traditional values conveyed by the element in the inhabitants and particularly the youth of Popayán.

· Strategies

–
disseminate historical documents on their origins and developments;

–
work towards implementing mechanisms in educational institutions to raise interest in the cultural and civic values transmitted by the Processions;

–
endorse the celebration of the Small Processions in Popayán.

· Actions

–
signing of conventions with regional, national and international bodies such as UNESCO and its Member States; the national government; the ministries of culture and of education; the departmental government, city council and private sector enterprises;

–
spin-off work by the Youth Group in education centers;

–
holding of forums and conferences, organization of competitions on certain historical and sociological aspects of the Processions;.

–
organization of a permanent sample of the parameters of procession ornaments based on modern museology techniques.

· Human and material resources

Human resources trained in history, anthropology, sociology, art, architecture, archiving and communication will be employed, notably with assistance from the Ministries of Culture and of Education.

B.
Communication

· Goals

–
broadcast the Holy Week Processions nationally and internationally;

–
promote the different values and significance of the Holy Week tradition in the national and international community.

· Strategies

–
promote the element in a range of media;

–
impart the cultural, artistic and traditional values of the Processions;

–
design a corporate logo that identifies the event nationally and internationally.

· Actions

–
signing of conventions with the Ministry of Development (National Fund for the Promotion of Tourism) and tourism industry enterprises;

–
creation of promotional posters, leaflets, brochures, magazines and videos;

–
update of the existing website and handling of emails;

–
supply of all promotion and communication material to embassies, consulates, international organizations, tourism agencies and international and cultural organizations.

· Human and material resources:

Personnel specialized in the design of promotional materiel will be employed. Staff from local universities that offer courses in tourism and event management will be employed.

C.
Preservation of works of art

· Goals

–
set up a programme for the conservation of pasos artwork (statues, wood, textiles and jewellery) and train the Holy Week community in the handling of artwork;

–
train local craftworkers of different specializations so as to ensure conservation of the tangible heritage of the Processions;

–
safeguard and conserve the musical expressions specific to the element such as the scores written especially for the Processions.

· Strategies

–
draw up and keep a detailed inventory of the movable property used for the Processions;

–
monitor regularly the state of conservation of the property, as well as the environment in which it is kept;

–
create workshops for conserving movable property, sculptures, wood, textiles, and gold and silver items;

–
organize training programmes for personnel involved with the Processions, as well as the general public, on how to handle works of art;

–
research the existence of musical opuses specific to the Processions composed during the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and restore scores and instruments as necessary.

· Actions

–
signing of conventions with national and international bodies and organizations specialized in the conservation and restoration of works of art to obtain their advice on creating and developing programmes;

–
sponsoring of local people for training and internships in the maintenance and restoration of works of art;

–
acquisition of required equipment to install a workshop for the conservation and restoration of the heritage;

–
conducting of historical and artistic research and studies in order to determine the origin and historical value of the works and elements of the Processions already inventoried.

· Human and material resources

–
local people with manual and/or artistic skills will be employed and trained;

–
cooperation will be requested from bodies such as the University of Cauca, the National Training Service (SENA) and Comfacauca Institute of Technology for setting up workshops and training of personnel;

–
they will be installed at the headquarters of the Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week.

	4.c.
	Commitments of States and of communities, groups or individuals concerned:

In Law No. 891 of 7 July 2004, the State of Colombia recognized that the Popayán Holy Week Processions are cultural heritage, and consequently a part of the national budget is allocated to the event.

The Department of Cauca and the municipality of Popayán, aware of the cultural, traditional and artistic importance of the Processions, have done the same.

The people of Popayán consider the Processions to be their principal heritage and, as the documents in Annex show, are prepared to make every effort to conserve the event appropriately and make it better known nationally and internationally.

On 26 April 2000, the Directorate of Heritage within the Ministry of Culture requested the Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week to provide an inventory of the statues, shrines, ornaments and other elements of the Processions in order to inscribe them in the Inventory List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Colombia. The inventory was handed in on 12 June 2000.


	5.
	Community involvement and consent (cf. Criterion R.4) 

	5.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals:

The community of Popayán prepares for the celebration of the Holy Week Processions in many ways. They repaint the façades of houses along the route of the Processions. They then prepare the pasos, textiles, silverwork and goldwork, floral arrangements and candles, carry out campaigns to encourage people to accompany the Processions, participate in the choirs and orchestras that follow the Processions and make offerings.

	5.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent:

This manifestation is enriched by the participation of multi-ethnic and multicultural communities invited to witness the whole programme. It is important to point out that they are free to participate in the Processions, and many do so.

Various sectors of the community have written letters highlighting the importance of the element as cultural heritage of the Popayán identity and expressing their clear and unsolicited support of the management by the Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week in preparation for the inscription of the Holy Week Processions on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The declarations enclosed were sent to us by the following social groups: the departmental government, the City Council and Town Hall of Popayán, the Chamber of Commerce of Cauca, the Foundation of Colonies for Development (FUNCODESA), the University of Cauca, the Cooperative University of Colombia, the “Colegio Mayor” University Institute of Cauca, the Cauca Academy of History, the Cauca Family Compensation Fund, and the Rotary Club of Popayán (district 4280, club No. 7345).

	5.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access:

The cultural practices that condition the smooth functioning of the Holy Week Processions in Popayán are perfectly compatible with the social context and allow open access to populations from every walk of life who witness the element via broadcasts or through active participation in the preparation and conduct of the event.

	6.
	Inclusion on an inventory (cf. Criterion R.5):

	
	On 26 April 2000, the Directorate of Heritage at the Ministry of Culture requested the Permanent Assembly for the Safeguarding of Holy Week to provide an inventory of the statues, shrines, ornaments and other elements of the Processions in order to inscribe them in the Inventory List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Colombia. The inventory was handed in on 12 June 2000.

The Congress of Colombia, by Law No. 891 of 7 July 2004 (included in Annex), declared the Holy Week Processions in Popayán, Department of Cauca, National Cultural Heritage. We are therefore awaiting their inscription in the Inventory of Cultural Heritage Property and the Register of Property of Cultural Interest by the Ministry of Culture’s heritage directorate. On 5 September 2008, the documentation required for the inscription of the Popayán Holy Week Processions on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Manifestations of the Nation was addressed to the Directorate of Heritage within the Ministry of Culture of Colombia. To date, we have received no response to this request.

There is a legal vacuum given that no regulations were adopted on the procedure for drawing up the nation’s Inventory of Cultural Heritage Property and the Register of Property of Cultural Interest. Law No. 1185 of 12 March 2008, which amends and completes Law No. 397 of 1997 (General Law on Culture), sets out in Article 8: Add article Il.1 to Law No. 397 of 1997, with the following content in regard to the intangible cultural heritage: “… 4. Competences: jurisdiction over and management of the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage falls to the Ministry of Culture, in coordination with the Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History, and to territorial bodies in accordance with the provisions of Article 8 of this title.”

Article 9 states that: article 14 of Law No. 397 of 1997 shall be as follows: “Inventory of cultural heritage property and Register of property of cultural interest. With regard to cultural heritage property and property of cultural interest, the following obligations and competences are set out:

1.
Inventory of cultural heritage property.

As a fundamental element for the knowledge, protection and management of the cultural heritage, it befalls the Ministry of Culture to define the tools and criteria for the constitution of an inventory of the Nation’s cultural heritage, in coordination with territorial bodies. This inventory, in itself, creates no obligation on the property nor cost for its owner, if one exists.

2.
Register of property of cultural interest.

The Nation, through the Ministry of Culture and associated bodies (Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History, National Archives), as well as territorial bodies, shall create and keep up to date a register of property of cultural interest within their competence. Each year, the territorial bodies, the Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History and the National Archives shall address their respective registers to the Ministry of Culture, Directorate of Heritage, for them to be included in the National Register of Property of Cultural Interest. The Ministry of Culture shall establish regulations governing the register.”

We can say with certainty that the inventory is in progress. The local body in charge of the element, the Permanent Assembly for the Protection of Holy Week of Popayán, provided the Ministry of Culture (the government body responsible for update) with the requisite documentation for the inscription of the element as a manifestation of cultural heritage in Colombia, as a property of cultural interest. On 18 December, we received an email from Ms Adriana Molano, Coordinator of the Intangible Heritage Group within the Heritage Directorate in the Ministry of Culture, informing us thus: “though this Law is currently being regulated, the Ministry of Culture attests that the request addressed in September 2008, with a view to the inscription of the event on the Representative List, is in progress and that the element is included in the inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of the nation, which is currently being drafted.”

	7.
	Documentation 

	7.a.
	Required and supplementary documentation:
Photos CD (1800 pixels-300dpi) :

Sur papier : 1- El Carguero ; 2- La Sahumadora ; 7-Taller de Restauración ; 9- Taller de Restauración ; 11- Orquesta de Cámara ; 12- Paso El Amo Eccce-Homo ; 14- Paso La Virgen de Los Dolores ; 15- Paso el Amo Ecce-Homo ; 16- Paso El Santo Cristo ; 20- Paso El Santo Sepulcro.

DVD (720 X 480 pixels (NTSC)): « El alma de un pueblo ». Vidéo de 10 minutes réalisée à l’occasion de la Première Rencontre de Confréries et Assemblée de Semaine Sainte d’Espagne et d’Amérique Latine, rélisée à Popayán, du 24 au 26 mai 2007.

Glossaire.

	7.b.
	Cession of rights:

Appended.

	7.c
	List of additional resources:

• Photos CD(1800 pixels-300 dpi) :

Sur papier : 3- El Moquero ; 4- Los Pichoneros ; 5- El Crucifijo ; 6- El Santo Sepulcro ;

 8- Taller de Restauración ; 10- Banda de Guerra ; 13- Paso El Señor del Perdón ; 17- Paso El descendimiento ; 19- Paso El traslado ;18- Paso La Piedad.

Audio (34’56 ») : Musique spéciale de Semaine Sainte

• Livres :

 450 años Semana Santa- Popayán 1556-2006

Procesiones de Popayán Arte y Tradición.

Programa Semana Santa Popayán 2008 — Lenguaje Semansantero.

	8.
	Contact information 

	8.a.
	Submitting State Party: Colombia

	8.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:

M. Felipe Velasco Melo

Président de l’Assemblée Permanente de Protection de la Semaine Sainte

Calle 5ª # 4 –51

Popayán – Colombie

juntasemanasanta@hotmail.com

	8.c.
	Competent body involved:

Assemblée Permanente de Protection de la Semaine Sainte

	8.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s): Assemblée Permanente de Protection de la Semaine Sainte

	9.
	Signature on behalf of the State Party: 

	
	<signed>


Annex

GLOSSARY

Alcayata : small iron pitchfork with a wooden handle, held by the bearers carrying the paso and used to support the paso during breaks in the procession

Alpargatas: kind of cord-soled sandal, covered with rough canvas gross and laced on ankle
Cargueras: bearers of the paso, four going before and four following after
Moqueros: young children between 9 and 13 who, throughout the procession, try to ensure that wax from the candles at each of the four sides of the shrine do not damage the paso

Paso: ensemble constituted of the shrine, one or more statues, and diverse ornaments

Sahumadoras: young girls dressed in the typical clothing of the mestizo women of Popayán, responsible to carry the censer containing myrrh and incense. They precede the pasos of the Virgin Mary and of Christ

Regidor: member of the community, dressed in a long coat and carrying a long cross in his hand as a sign of this authority, responsible for maintaining order during the procession

Sindico: person named by the priest of the parish where the procession begins, and under whose responsibility are placed all of the precious objects of the paso; he chooses the group of bearers and bears all authority for the paso
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