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	A.
	State Party: Croatia

	B.
	Name of element: Annual carnival bell ringers’ pageant from the Kastav area

	C.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned:

Bell ringers from Bregi, Brgud, Halubje, Mučići, Mune, Rukavac, Zvoneća, Žejane, Frlanija, Vlahov Breg, Korensko.

	D.
	Brief textual description of the nominated element:

During the Carnival period (between the 17th of January and Ash Wednesday), about ten groups of men in the Kastav area march through their own and surrounding villages in processions through traditional, several kilometers long, routes. Some of them wear masks and others different headgear symbolizing vegetation and fertility. They all have sheepskin throws turned inside-out and the bells, after which they were named. They ring the bells by moving in different ways, which requires special skill and physical endurance. Therefore it is considered that not just anyone can become a bellman. Although, on one hand, this ritual embodies the ancient magical function, to incite fertility at the end of the winter, this custom is still very much alive even today. By enabling interaction of a group of bellmen (and the people following them in their procession) with the inhabitants of the villages they pass on their way, the ritual maintains and stresses the social significance and the importance of the links established between the villages of the Kastav region, which is extremely important for the cohesion of the villages in which the ritual takes place.


	1.
	Identification of the element

	1.a.
	Name of element: Annual carnival bell ringers’ pageant from the Kastav Area

	1.b.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any:

-

	1.c.
	Identification of the community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned and their location:

Bell ringers from Bregi, Brgud, Halubje, Mučići, Mune, Rukavac, Zvoneća, Žejane, Frlanija, Vlahov Breg, Korensko.

These are mostly informal male groups, but in some cases even organised associations. In a larger sense, the community is represented by all the villages involved in the bell ringers' pageant, since they all take part in it to a certain degree. 

	1.d.
	Geographic location and range of the element:

The Kastav area and its close surroundings: near Rijeka and Opatija, north Adriatic

	1.e.
	Domain(s) represented by the element:

Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 

Social practices, rituals and festive events

	2.
	Description of the element (cf. Criterion R.1):

	
	Carnival period in the Kastav region starts on the 17th of January and lasts until Ash Wednesday. On Sunday, during this period, about ten bellmen groups march through neighboring villages in a large, several kilometers-long circle, which they close by returning to their own village. Then the bellmen appear in other villages that have their own bellmen groups, who will in turn (most frequently) come to visit them on one of the following Sundays. The bellmen thus represent their own village and try to show themselves at their best. It means they have to ring well, mutually collide dexterously, show strength, sturdiness and endurance. This custom also involves special meals, handicrafts (making masks, headgear, bells), dances and other forms of social behavior.

Bellmen groups usually include 20 to 30 members. However, the group of Halubje bellmen includes many more, while a variety of this custom (in the villages of Žejane and Mune) includes 2 to 10 bellmen. What they all have in common is the sheepskin throw and bells around their waists, mostly three, while the bellmen from Halubje (eastern part of the Kastav region) carry only one large bell. In all the groups having three bells, the bellmen either collide with each other, jump in the air (the bellmen of Brgud) or try to harmonize their bell ringing in pairs (Žejane, Mune). They carry a cudgel, a stick. Their headgear is especially peculiar: in most of the groups it is a hat with evergreen sprigs and paper flowers attached and there are still recollections that feathers were used in the past. The groups from Žejane and Mune have hats with cascading paper ribbons in various colours, reaching almost to the floor and falling over their faces. The bellmen from Halubje have scary masks on their heads – they remained unaffected by the prohibition of masks while other bellmen had to abandon them, because in the period between the Two World Wars this area belonged to Italy, where it was prohibited to wear masks. 

The bellmen move with a special gait, which is slightly swaggering in many villages. Meanwhile, they bump each other's hips rhythmically. Throughout the procession, they maintain that gait, occasionally bumping into each other. When they arrive to the centre of a village or a house lot, bellmen gradually huddle together forming a concentric circle like a snail shell and then come together in a tightly-packed group, turn facing outwards and continue to ring fiercely. That is the peak of their visit after which they are approached by their hosts and offered food, typical for the Carnival period. After briefly socializing, they move on since they have to cross ten to fifteen kilometers during the procession.

Apart from the bellmen, the groups also include other obligatory characters, such as the „kapo“, the leader of the group, then people carrying wine casks for quick refreshment and a man guiding the group carrying a small decorated evergreen tree, etc. Except for the devil character, the bellmen of Halubje also have a bear character that constantly makes pranks and who is accompanied by two guards who can not control him. These, as well as some other permanent characters, are often protagonists in the scenes which can be recognized as elements of folk theatre. These elements are certainly present during the last day of the Carnival period, when the Carnival puppet "Pust" is tried for all the misdeeds in the past year and then burned. 

During the last few days of the Carnival, on Shrove Sunday, Monday and Shrove Tuesday (the day of Pust) the groups go through their own villages, stopping in front of the houses. The group of Rukavac bellmen then uses an even more ancient artifact: a bag or a sock containing ashes, which they throw at people. They from a pile of garbage collected from a certain house in front of it and then they set it on fire, making one of its inhabitants blow at it. “The Little Devil” smears the faces of the attendants with his sooty hands, thus turning them all into participants.

	3.
	Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue 
(cf. Criterion R.2):

	
	The Kastav region in which the said ritual takes place is only several kilometers away from the largest Croatian port - Rijeka - which has been a centre of the global cultural currents for many centuries. Also, several kilometers apart, there is the fashionable summer resort of Opatija, founded in the 19th century as a summer destination of Viennese aristocracy. These factors had a key influence on material culture of the Kastav region. As opposed to other elements of traditional culture, the bellmen ritual remained unusually vital in its continuity, as a symbol of local cultural identity. It is almost a custom the practice of which resulted in the elements of global and local culture being able to coexist more harmoniously. That way this example can serve as an illustration of tenacity and importance of intangible cultural heritage. 

Bellmen from some of the villages agree to go to the Bellmen Festival in Matulji or to the Carnival in Rijeka in order to present their custom. Others, however, insist that those who want to see them must come to their village and participate in the event – and not just as passive audience, but to get to know the whole local cultural context. Both alternatives are valid and understandable and are a reflection of the villagers' attitudes on how their intangible culture should be approached. Both have a future and a specific method of communication, which reflect the most widely divergent possibilities of communicating and passing on of this tradition. However, it is difficult not to recognize the positive cultural awareness and the value of the first alternative. 

In their processions, bellmen walk through various neighboring villages, together with a group of people following them. That way, friendships are renewed in the region among people who may not have seen each other since the last year's Carnival. Hence, at the regional level, it is not only the bonds between villagers that are strengthened, but also between different villages of the region. This is very important, considering that in some instances it is a case of heterogeneous domicile population (different ethnic, i.e. language groups such as those from Brgud and Žejane) with a certain number of new settlers. In this way, better integration of the above mentioned categories of population is achieved.

On the state and international level, the vitality and the contemporary accentuated social significance and function of this ritual testifies how all generations and profiles of people can find themselves in a phenomenon recognized by the community as a common denominator of its cultural identity. It also testifies to the importance this intangible cultural heritage element has in strengthening the internal solidarity of the community. It proved to be stronger and more important than any other tangible cultural element, as well as more communicative. In this case, it also serves as a shield against overall cultural globalization. 

All these meanings need to be made visible more completely than they have been so far, considering the still dominant lack of awareness and knowledge of the said qualities and values of this custom.

The possibility of communicating through the ritual with the world at large (considering it being a vital expression of local community) would point to the communicative potential of the intangible culture as a whole. It is up to the experts in education, ethnologists, folklorists and tourist workers to include into educational processes the issue of intangible culture, which can be illustrated by the bellmen phenomenon. Many magical elements in which this ritual abounds even today may be the starting point for the comparison with other cultures that have experienced the world in a similar or different way - trying to explain the world around them and influence it. 

However, there is a potential danger of commercialization of this custom, especially in the two or three groups whose villages became the city suburbs. For now, the imperative of performing the custom primarily in their own community supersedes the need of the mass media for emanating magical beliefs from the "ancient past“. Then again, local cultural authorities often do not see traditional culture and especially its intangible forms as something representative and do not put enough effort into its preservation.

Putting this ritual on the List would lead to greater awareness inside the region - both of this ritual and intangible culture in general. It would also lessen the danger of making it exotic and staged by the media and external, insufficiently informed observers. Also the danger of commercialization and staging would decrease, as well as the potential future dependence on external incentives and sponsors and consequent gradual loss of contact with their own local community and transferring of the ritual performance on stage. 

That would enable long-term awareness of the value of the ritual and intangible culture to its holders and surely motivate them to further insist on approaches that would preserve this ritual from the inside. They would also recognize that they are, although unique and special in their own expression and form, a part of intangible culture of the world - including many related traditions with which they can communicate in different ways.

	4.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)

	4.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element:

At the local level, bellmen act as symbols of local culture. Thanks to the reluctance of certain groups to visit tourist centers and famous Carnivals, an authentic context has been preserved in which the custom is performed. However, it is not closed for outside visitors. Moreover, anyone who visits these villages in Carnival time will be welcome, if for nothing else than the mere fact that they had come to the place of action not expecting it to be moved to the streets of neighboring tourist towns. Thus the ritual is safeguarded and preserved thanks to the still strong internal criteria of the community, which needs it and preserves it with enthusiasm. 

In the past few years, the Tourist Office of the Municipality of Matulji (a municipality with ten to eleven bellmen groups) has organized a Bellmen’ Festival for the entire region, which is also visited by Carnival groups from other parts of Croatia and Slovenia. They also organize “Pusna hrana”, a festival during which Croatian and Slovenian regions present their Carnival dishes. 

In the schools of the region, bellmen are a common theme of literary and especially visual arts, which surely contributes to the awareness of the importance of that custom in children. 

Some of the bellmen have personally organized the exhibitions of the equipment and photographs and masks they made. The bellmen of Halubje, who are most prone to communicating with communities outside their native region, organized themselves as an NGO and created a website. In Rukavac, a village of one of the most important bellmen groups, a small museum has been opened illustrating the varieties of this custom in the Kastav region. 

The ethnologists of the region and throughout Croatia have recognized several decades ago that this custom is extremely rich in meaning and functions. Several films have been made about it and some academic texts as well. However, there is stil lack of systematic approaches at the scientific, educational and popular levels. 

But the most important fact is that this custom is alive thanks to the local community - where it still retains a function and meaning. The communities include an increasing number of young people who want to be bellmen. They work with older bellmen, who teach them the necessary skills. Thus, this custom is adapted to the needs of the present day, while preserving a series of traditional features. Such transformations are necessary to keep this custom alive and vital.

	4.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed:

Community involvement

The precondition for any safeguarding measures is the involvement of the local communities and bellmen groups that are keeping this custom alive into a decision-making process with the aim to preserve and pass on their heritage. Community involvement will help avoid a one-way approach „from above“. Moreover, members of local community should be involved in the gathering of material on bellmen, workshops and other projects, which would smoothen the sharp transition between their activities and the work of experts. That shouldn’t be a problem, since this/these is/are community(ies) aware of the values and significance of bellmen and some individuals in the community are educated people with broad views. 

Investigating, documenting, preparing exhibitions

Investigating, documenting, preparing studies and exhibitions on one hand and parallel publication of materials on bellmen on the Internet and in the press are certainly some of the measures which, although already existing, need to be systematically performed in the future. Since most of the activities within these measures have so far been directed at past and magical meanings of this custom, future work should concentrate more on the present meanings of the ritual insisting on the intangible component of this phenomenon.

For these measures we propose the following time-frame and costs:

-
Research (2009-2011): approx. 6.000 €

-
Documentation (2009-2011): approx. 5.000 €

-
Web-page and popular publications: approx. 8.000 €

-
Scientific research (study) and publication (2011): approx. 15.000 €

-
Traveling exhibition (2011-2012): approx. 20.000 €
Expansion of the existing Bellmen' Museum in Rukavac

A small but informative museum „Muzej Pusta“ needs to be complemented with artifacts, with documentation on the performance of this custom in the past and also with documentation on the related customs in Croatia and Europe, past or present. Thus, the museum will also be a Documentation and Research Centre for this type of intangible heritage. Founding and setting of the Documentation Centre should be realized in the period between 2010 and 2011 and the necessary funds that should be secured amount to of approx. 15.000 €.

Educational programs

Through educational programs and the programs for visitors coming to this region during the Carnival period and throughout the year, the theme of bellmen can be integrated in many ways. For instance, bellmen’ routes (partly passing through forests) may be interpreted as routes of heritage, providing information on local culture, especially the intangible aspects. In the period between 2009 and 2012 the funds of approx. 10.000 € will be secured for the realization of these programs (setting the routes, information boards, brochures, educational programs and workshops, workshops for tourist workers, policemen and other professional groups who are connected with this custom). 

Enabling contact and exchange with the related customs in Europe

Taking into account the fact that this custom has a specific practice, meaning and function, the existence of the related elements, especially of those evoking common origin in magic, cannot be denied in the Carnival processions from Northern Italy, Slovenia, Bulgaria, etc. Therefore, there are plans for expanding the present Bellmen Festival in Matulji, as well as spreading information (through films, publications and the Internet) on such Carnival rituals with the objective of creating cultural exchange and developing mutual interest and understanding. Exchange among groups can also be achieved in a less formal way, outside the festival framework.

Encouraging interest in other categories of intangible cultural heritage of the region

Firstly, attention should be paid to the knowledge, arts and skills connected with bellmen and the Carnival period in the Kastav region, including the art of food preparation, making bells, paper flowers, potresuljka (the dance that is especially performed during the Carnival period), oral literature (bellmen legends, etc.) The knowledge about these activities should be spread through workshops, websites and press and other categories of intangible culture should be gradually included. The local community should be involved in all these activities to the greatest extent possible. In all this, some space needs to be left for creative interpretation of these skills in order to preserve and pass them on. Workshops could also include visitors from surrounding tourist towns, making them participants in this event - at least in passing.

Many of these measures, even the infrastructure, already exist, although stronger and well-articulated support is often missing, especially on the part of local authorities. Nevertheless, there is a certain number of experts dealing with intangible cultural heritage of the region in the main regional museum for ethnography, the Ethnographic Museum of Istria, who would support and implement such a project. In addition, ethnologists and folklorists from the Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Research in Zagreb have studied this custom. The local tourist office is welcoming the projects supporting this custom and regional elementary schools have also shown interest. The Croatian Ministry and its Directorate for Intangible Cultural Heritage are also aware of the specificity and value of this custom. 

In the following period of five years, most of the above-mentioned suggestions can be achieved to a great extent.

Initiating educational program with the aim of preventing negative globalisation effects 

The schools are already involved in the proceedings of the Festival, but it is necessary to increase the role of schools and teachers in transferring the knowledge about the Festival and its values. 

Encourage the measures of preservation in accordance with the safeguarding measures for immovable and moveable cultural heritage of the area in order to contribute to the integrity and value of the cultural area where the Festivity is taking place, as well as to the cultural values of the area gravitating towards the city and which is involved in the proceedings of the Festivity with its cultural heritage.

For the organization of workshops, courses, establishment and maintenance of web-page, in the period between 2009-2011, the secured funds will amount to approx. 10.000 €. 

	4.c.
	Commitments of States and of communities, groups or individuals concerned:

In this case, the groups keeping this custom alive are not folklore ensembles or specific associations of aficionados, but the bellmen groups and the local community, which, as a whole, is very actively engaged. Whether it is the role of bellmen (more or less formalized) or of their wives and compatriots - all of them have a practical role in preserving and passing on this custom. Most of them do it for themselves, for the village community and its links with the neighboring communities. Often, there are individuals who get involved more than others and write popular texts, organize small exhibitions, travel to see other Carnival groups, make souvenirs with bellmen figures, etc. One of the proofs of the liveliness of this custom is the fact that there is an increasing number of young people who want to join bellmen groups every year.

Bodies of the Ministry of Culture have also noted the qualities of this custom and are prepared to support the related projects, as well as many experts, educational workers, etc.


	5.
	Community involvement and consent (cf. Criterion R.4) 

	5.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals:

The bellmen were proclaimed cultural heritage of the Republic of Croatia in July 2007 and during the Carnival period of 2008, that fact received full attention and significance. The bellmen themselves were very glad that they were recognized as valuable at state level. An ethnologist from the Ethnographic Museum has shared with them UNESCO’s idea on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and her concept, based on the idea of living heritage seemed very usable. A few weeks later, inspired by this fact, the Tourist Office of Matulji, in cooperation with the participants and protagonists of the bell-wearing custom, created a program for the visitors arriving to this area based on the idea of the bellmen processions. Hence it entered the competition for the best tourist offer which relies on intangible culture, organized by the Ministry of Tourism, and ranked among the top ten candidates. 

A few months later, the idea of nominating bellmen for UNESCO’s Representative List was greeted warmly and their suggestions were included in the proposed measures for safeguarding the custom.

	5.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent:

Letters are appended.

	5.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access:

Instead of expecting bellmen groups to come to tourist centers or famous Carnivals and present their ritual in its reduced form to an audience which barely understands what it is about, it makes more sense to enable those who are interested to witness this ritual in its entire context in situ and who are provided with certain knowledge and information. That achieves: far better understanding of the local culture; expressing respect towards the holders of cultural heritage; erasing boundaries between performers and audience; turning everyone who is present into participants; quality cultural exchange and sustainable development of towns in hinterland.

The above mentioned priorities are the main goals of ideas and plans described in section 4b. That way, before and after seeing the custom, visitors will have a chance and an opportunity to find out more and experience this custom more completely in its wider cultural context. 

Since this is a vital cultural element, there is less danger of its degradation due to a large number of visitors. However, attention should be paid to the sustainability of this phenomenon and the total number of outside visitors. 

The proposed measures mainly refer to programs not directly threatening the sustainability of the custom. The implementation of these programs should be supervised by the local community, which will warn of potential dangers or deformities.

	6.
	Inclusion on an inventory (cf. Criterion R.5):

	
	In line with the provisions of the Act 9 of the Croatian Law on the Protection and Preservation of Cultural Goods (National Gazette 69/99, 151/03) which includes also the category of intangible cultural heritage, a Resolution document was passed by the Ministry of Culture that the Annual Carnival Bellmen Processions from the Kastav Area is to be safeguarded as intangible cultural heritage and thus it was inscribed in the Registry of Cultural Goods of the Republic of Croatia.

The Register of Cultural Goods of the Republic of Croatia is a public register kept by the Ministry of Culture. 

The Republic of Croatia has so far included 65 elements of intangible cultural heritage in the Registry.

Annual Carnival Bellmen’ Pageant from the Kastav Area is inscribed in the Register of Cultural Goods of the Republic of Croatia under no. Z 3319 by the Resolution document on the proclamation of the Bellmen as intangible cultural good signed by the Minister of Culture, as of 12th of July 2007.

	7.
	Documentation 

	7.a.
	Required and supplementary documentation:
10 photographs

Short film

	7.b.
	Cession of rights:

Appended.

	7.c.
	List of additional resources:

Bibliography:

Ivan Lozica, Hrvatski karnevali, Golden marketing, 1997, Zagreb, 1997.

Lidija Nikočević, "Se za stare užance - Promjena značenja pokladnih običaja u zapadnom dijelu Kastavštine" in: Liburnian themes 9, Municipality of Matulji and Katedra Čakavskog sabora Opatija, Opatija 1996.

Films :

"Žeji j'vavek" – a documentary on Carnival customs in the Kastav region (directed by: Ines Pletikos, script: Lidija Nikočević) HRT 2000.

"Ki more bit zvončar" (directed by Aleksej Pavlovsky, script and camera: Ivo Kuzmanić), HRT 2008.

http://www.Halubajski-zvoncari.com/eng.htm

http://www.mucicevizvoncari.hr/ http://hr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zvon%C4%8Dari

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qx19cjmcQtQ&feature=related 

	8.
	Contact information 

	8.a.
	Submitting State Party: Croatia

	8.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:

Ministry of Culture

Department for Moveable and Intangible Cultural Heritage

Head: Bianka Perčinić Kavur

Address: Runjaninova ulica 2, 10000 Zagreb 

Phone: (+385 1) 4866 607

E-mail: bianka.percinic-kavur@min-kulture.hr 
Website: http://www.min-kulture.hr 

	8.c.
	Competent body involved:

Ministry of Culture

Address: Runjaninova ulica 2, 10000 Zagreb 

Phone: (+385 1) 4866-666 

Website: http://www.min-kulture.hr 

E-mail: web@min-kulture.hr 

Minister of Culture Božo Biškupić, 

Phone: (+385 1) 4866 308, 4866 309

Fax: (+385 1) 4816 755

E-mail: bozo.biskupic@min-kulture.hr

	8.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s):

Halubje Bell ringers Vozišće 3, 51216 Viškovo, President Dalibor Marčelja, (+385 98) 32 35 20, (+385 91) 50 95 434, dalibor.marcelja@hi.t-com.hr

Municipality of Viškovo, Municipal Government, Vozišće 3, 51216 Viškovo , Mayor: Goran Petrc, Phone: (+385 51) 503 770, Fax: (+385 51) 503 772, E-mail:opcina-viskovo@ri.tel.hr, Website: http://www.opcina-viskovo.hr

Municipality of Matulji, Municipal Government, Trg Maršala Tita 11, 51211Matulji Phone: (+385 51) 274 114 Fax: (+385 51) 274 114 E-mail: opcina.matulji@ri.htnet.hr Website: http://www.matulji.hr 

for: Bell ringers from Rukavac, Zvoneća, Mučići, Brgud, Frlanija, Bregi, Korensko, Halubje, Vlahov Breg, Žejane, Mune.

	9.
	Signature on behalf of the State Party: 

	
	<signed>
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