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	A.
	State Party: China

	B.
	Name of element: China engraved block printing technique

	C.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned:

Yangzhou Guangling Engraved Block Printing House
Jinling Buddhist Scripture Press

Dege Monastic Printing House

	D.
	Brief textual description of the nominated element:

China Engraved Block Printing Technique，a traditional handicraft technique, includes a series of processes, in which cutting tools are applied to the engraving of characters or patterns on wooden blocks, ink and paper are utilized for printing purpose and the printed book pages are bound into books. As a conventional mood of information transmission, engraved block printing technique has enjoyed at least 1300 years of history in its making and development in China. This technique has helped accelerate the development of social civilization, and therefore contributed greatly to the human progress. Up till now, the traditional engraved block printing and binding techniques are still seen to be in application in such places as Yangzhou and Nanjing of Jiangsu Province and Dege County of Sichuan Province of China.


	1.
	Identification of the element

	1.a.
	Name of element: China engraved block printing technique

	1.b.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any: Engraved Block Printing

	1.c.
	Identification of the community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned and their location:

Yangzhou City, Nanjing City of Jiangsu Province and Dege County, Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Sichuan Province. 

Yangzhou City : Yangzhou Guangling Engraved Block Printing House; 

Nanjing City: Jinling Engraved Scripture Press 

Dege County: Dege Monastic Printing House 

Individuals: a number of bearers and practitioners of the engraved blocking printing skills are represented by such state-rank craftsmen as Chen Yishi, Ma Mengqing and Peng Cuozeren

	1.d.
	Geographic location and range of the element:

Engraved Block Printing : Yangzhou (119°26′E, 32°23′N)

Buddhist Scripture: Nanjing （118°46′E，latitude 32°03′N）
Monastic Printing: Dege (98°12′E, 31°24′N）

	1.e.
	Domain(s) represented by the element:

It belongs to ‘5. Traditional handicrafts’ in the second item of Chapter 2 of Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

	2.
	Description of the element (cf. Criterion R.1):

	
	As one of the conventional skills, China Engraved Block Printing Technique includes a series of processes: cutting tools are applied to the engraving of characters or patterns on wooden blocks, ink and paper are utilized for printing purpose and the printed book pages are bound into books. Historical cultural relics show the application of engraved block printing technique dates back to the end of the 6th century and early 7th century. The invention and application of engraved block printing technique in China has made tremendous contributions to the progress and development of human civilization thanks to its functions typical of recording and transmitting thoughts, knowledge and experience of human society. 

The technical flow of China Engraved Block Printing is highlighted by 1) selecting materials, which requires the selection of fine-fibered wooden blocks out of pear or date trees, endurable for printing purpose, easy for cutting purpose and well-proportioned for ink application; 2) block making: the selected blocks, each of which is supposed to be 2 centimetre in thickness, are made into blocks for engraved block printing purpose through soaking, air drying, surface planning and sand-paper polishing processes; 3) sampling: in accordance with designed formats, craftsmen copy with brush pens characters and patterns on extremely thin paper, leading to samples after twice proofreading and modification; 4) engraving: a piece of sample with legible writings and patterns is transferred onto a ready-made block; craftsmen then initiate cutting ink route, followed by carving along the ink route until V-shaped flute takes shape, scraping off the spacing from ink marks until raised characters and patterns come into being; 5) proofing: red ink is applied for producing first proof; any modifications are to be re-engraved for correction on the block, then blue coloured proof is made; the formal printing will not be done until foundry proof is accomplished;  6) printing: the block, on which foundry proof is done, is fixed onto an inkpad; brush is applied to dip and coat ink on the layout of block surface, on which paper is laid out; craftsmen operate the printing with hands: the left hand is used to control the paper while the right hand is used to hold a brush with ink to smear the paper with even force until the characters and patterns on the block are printed onto the paper; 7) binding: the major binding techniques, including pasting, plaiting and folding, are applied to the binding of book pages until complete set of bound books takes shape in such forms as bound folds, scrolls, butterfly-shaped bounds and thread-bounds, etc. 

In the flow of process, sampling, engraving and printing processes are the most significant part of the core techniques of the engraved block printing, as they determine the ultimate physical and artistic quality of the printed stuff. Sampling is supposed to meet a high standard for copying characters and designing patterns as well as the layout, engraving requires craftsmen to operate cutting tools with proper pace and steer the directions of cutting operation along the blocks, and printing requires brushing along four sides of the paper to achieve ink-permeating-paper effect. The complete flow of process requires the collaboration of half a dozen craftsmen, who are equipped with printing expertise, skills and team spirit. 

The traditional engraved block printing techniques have been transmitted for generations upon the current generation of printing practitioners through manual teaching and practice. Presently, printing workshops such as Yangzhou Guangling Engraved Block Printing House, Jinling Engraved Scripture Press, and Dege Monastic Printing House have been well preserved, with a number of engraved block printing experts such as Chen Yishi, Ma Mengqing and Peng Cuoze，representing bearers of the printing techniques. These bearers and practitioners have been dedicated to the conservation, transmission and development of the engraved block printing technique. They have exhibited their talent and skill in authorized copying of ancient Chinese literatures, printing of conventional engravings, printing modern books with conventional bindings as well as reproducing ancient Chinese books. Therefore, through the hands of the bearers and practitioners, the engraved block printing technique, thanks to its cultural value and social function, has played a unique and prominent role in social life. Both the bearers of engraved block printing techniques and all the Chinese people are proud of the rare technique for its contribution to the history and its contemporary values, and therefore cherish it as one of the components of the world and China’s intangible cultural heritage, and sincerely wish it can be passed upon future generations.

	3.
	Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue 
(cf. Criterion R.2):

	
	The creation process of engraved block printing is tightly connected with Chinese civilization process and people’s work and life, which bears rich historical and cultural information. It is uncomparable with any other cultrual transmition method, as a strong driving force in social development, scientific popularization and cultrual communication. 

Engraved block printing is listed in the list of Chinese National Intangible Cultrual Heritage. China Yangzhou Museum of Engraved Block Printing, Guangling Engraved Block Printing House and Buddhist Scripture Engraving School are set up in Yangzhou, which have protected and repaired about 300 thousand pieces of ancient literatures. The workmanship is learned by relevant major of many key colleges, so more and more adolescence desires to know and learn the workmanship and the social transmition appears the climax in morden society. 
The fact that engraved block printing is listed in the list of Chinese national intangible cultrual heritage affirms objectively that the workmanship plays a preeminent role in carrying on civilization and witnessing history. It will further promote the undestanding and draw the attention of relevant masses and all walks of life, so more steady believes in passing and protecting the workmanship is formed for the inherit groups and individuals for the enhancement and implementation of all adopted protection measurements.

Engraved block printing is listed in the list of Chinese national intangible cultural heritage, which will promote the historical and cultural value of this workmanship world widely, for its research and passing and facilitate constant development of printing technique. At the same time, engraved block printing workmanship collects the human wisdom, creation, taste and cultural connotation, so its popularization will forcefully interpretate the diversity of world culture.

	4.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)

	4.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element:

1. In 2003, the General Office of the State Council approved Yangzhou Museum for Woodblock Printing as China Engraved Block Printing Museum at Yangzhou, which exercized great influence on the exhibition, passing, collection and research of the workmanship. 

2. In 2006, the 25th Session of Standing Committee of the 10th National People's Congress in Jiangsu passed the Jiangsu Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Statute, which provides a legal guarantee for the protection and passing of engraved block printing.

3. In 2007, Yangzhou Municipal Government authorized the establishment of Engraved Block Printing School, promoting the transmission of technique through education. 

4. Recent years of cooperation with local colleges and the lectures given by engraved block printing masters have helped to promote people’s understanding of this technique and enhance the awareness of protecting intangible cultural heritage in all walks of life. 

5. Through copying excellent ancient works, the workmanship shows the excellent craftwork ability of humankind, passes classic arts and successfully recovered five living word of mud, wood, procelain, tin and copper.

	4.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed:

In order to protect and carry on printing and engraving workmanship, the future 5-year (2009—2013) protection method is made as following :

1. We formed the research institute for woodblock printing to study ancient Chinese printing through elaborately textual research in order to recover its original apperance. We inherit the tools and pine-soot ink used in woodblock printing in their original state to promote its further development with a total investment of USD150 thousand.

2. Starting from 2009, we will make use of the platform of intangible cultural heritage through various expos and media, paritcipation in all sorts of social promotion, pubilshment of relevant treatises to popularize and enchance the social cognition. The estimated investment is USD250 thousand. 

3. We collect the disspated ancient edition and protect the existing edition to sort out, repair and study traditional manufacturing skills. The investment is estimated at USD500 thousand.
4. From 2009, the protection of old handicraftsmen with woodblock printingis enhanced and the social status of them is improved by providing allowance according to their ranks and improve their working enviornment to cultivate the new descendants. The  investment is estimated at USD 500 thousand. 
5. The investment is estimated at USD 300 thousand for the constant and expanded cooperative education with Nanjing Mochou College, Yangzhou Commercial College and Nanjing Printing Publication School and specific teaching materials edited for printing and engraving workmanship.

6. The planned 2012 Yangzhou “International Seminar for Printing and Engraving Workmanship”, Woodblock printing Protection Statute issued by working with other related organs and the participation into all kinds of cultrual expos will facilitate this workmanship not only at home and abroad. The investment is estimated at USD 500 thousand.

The above mentioned protection measurements is implemented by the Yangzhou Manucipal People Government, Culture Bureau and Guangling Engraving Association of Ancient Books. The investment is estimated at USD 2.2 million.

	4.c.
	Commitments of States and of communities, groups or individuals concerned:

Yangzhou Guangling Engraved Block Printing House, Jinling Buddhist Scripture Press and Derge Monastic Printing House host an annual coordination conference to solve the difficulties and problems encountered during protecting woodblock printing and invest a centain amount of outlay into the protection work.

These institutions are committed to invest annual USD100 thousand into exhibition and academic symposiums to protect, carry on and rejuvenate this workship to ensure a generation-to-generation inheritance.


	5.
	Community involvement and consent (cf. Criterion R.4) 

	5.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals:

In the course of application for intangible cultural status, three state-rank institutions, including Yangzhou Guangling Engraved Block Printing House, Jinling Engraved Scripture Press, and Dege Monastic Printing House, have actively exerted supportive efforts. Yangzhou Guangling Engraved Block Printing House, for example, has been responsible for the drafting and editing application documents and documentaries. Lu Wenbing and Zhang Yonglin, chief and deputy chief respectively of the publishing house, have played a key role in making proposals and suggestions, organizing and coordinating the undertaking, which has helped ensure a smooth operation.  Participants involved in the application also include Chen Yishi, Ma Mengqing and Peng Cuozeren, three outstanding bearers and practitioners of the engraved block printing technique, as well as scholars and experts who excel at the studies of versions of ancient literatures and engraved block printing technique.

	5.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent:

The application of China Engraved Block Printing Technique for world intangible cultural heritage status has won the support from three institutions, namely, Yangzhou Guangling Engraved Block Printing House, Jinling Engraved Scripture Press, and Dege Monastic Printing House, and has won the recognition and support from a number of bearers and practitioners of the technique who work with the three institutions, including Chen Yishi, Ma Mengqing and Peng Cuozeren, three representing bearers of the technique.

	5.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access:

	6.
	Inclusion on an inventory (cf. Criterion R.5):

	
	In May, 2006, the woodblock printing, Jinling Buddhist Scripture and prints in Derge Monastic Printing House were the first batch listed into the state-level intangible cultural heritage through approval of the State Council of PRC with their list under the Culture Ministry of PRC

	7.
	Documentation 

	7.a.
	Required and supplementary documentation:
Indispensable material : 

– 10 pictures for the engraved block printing ; 

– 10-minute video for the engraved block printing .

Supplementary material : 

–  Layout for the engraved block printing ;

– Reference books (3 books).

	7.b.
	Cession of rights:

Appended. 

	7.c.
	List of additional resources:

China Intangible Cultural Heritage •2006, China Federation of Literary and Art Circles Publishing Corporation, 2007 ;

General History of Chinese Printing, Print Industry Publishing Company, 1999

Origin of Woodblock Printing, Print Industry Publishing Company, 1990 ;

Records and Maps of Chinese Ancient Printing ,  Guangling Publishing Company , 2006 ;

Book about Huizhou Ancient Sculpture, Liaoning People's Publishing House, 2004 ; 

Ink and Printing for Ancient Chinese Books, Beijing Library Publishing House, 2002 ;

Reference Books about Sculpture in Yangzhou, Guangling Publishing Company, 2003

	8.
	Contact information 

	8.a.
	Submitting State Party: China

	8.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:

Yangzhou Guangling Engraved Block Printing House 

Contact : Zhang Yonglin(Deputy Chief)

Address :24-6 Fenghuang Street, Yangzhou, Jiangsu Province,China

Tel：＋86 514－87349061

Fax：＋86 514－87340224

Mobile ：＋86 13952590029

E-mail：yzglgjkys@sina.com
China Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Center 
Contact :Zheng Changling (Deputy Director)

Address : No. 1, Huixin Beili Jia, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 

Tel：＋86 10-64891166-2301，＋86 10-64935582

Fax：＋86 10-64912917

Mobile：＋86 13911879443

E-mail：changlingzheng@yahoo.com.cn or 

hexiejiayuan2301@163.com

	8.c.
	Competent body involved:

Ministry of Culture of P.R.C

Tel：+86 10-59882040

Protection Center for Intangible Cultural Heritage of China 

Contact :Zheng Changling (Deputy Director)

Address : No. 1, Huixin Beili Jia, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China

Tel：＋86 10-64891166-2301，＋86 10-64935582

Fax：＋86 10-64912917

Mobile：＋86 13911879443

E-mail：changlingzheng@yahoo.com.cn or 

hexiejiayuan2301@163.com

Jiangsu Provincial Administration of Cultural Affairs

Chief in Charge:Zhang Jianhua 

Address : No. 89, south Zhongshan Road, Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, China 

Tel：＋86 25-83692328     

Mobile：＋86 13951660588

Yangzhou Culture Bureau

Director:Lu Suhua 

Address : No. 40, Middle Wenchang Road, Yangzhou, Jiangsu Province, China 

Tel： ＋86 514-87343400

Mobile： ＋86 13805276400

	8.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s):

Lu Wenbin (Chief), Guangling Historical Printing House 

Address :No. 24-6, Phoenix Bridge Street, Yangzhou, Jiangsu Province,China

Tel：＋86 514－87340224

Fax：＋86 514－87340224

Mobile：＋86 13805271465

E-mail： yzglgjkys@sina.com or yzlwb@163.com 

Xiao Yongming, Jinling Buddhist Scripture Press 

Address : No. 35, Huaihai Road, Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, China

Tel：＋86 25-84541042

	9.
	Signature on behalf of the State Party: 

	
	<signed>
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