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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs in Štip

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Свети четириесет маченици во Штип (Sveti četirieset mačenici vo Štip)

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Чет'рсе во Штип (Četrse in Štip)

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 
Not to exceed 150 words

	The Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs in Štip involves all the city's inhabitants, who consider it to be their most important event during the year, identify with it and collaborate and participate each year to different degrees. The communities most directly involved are the residents who live in the city of Shtip, particularly the younger population (ages 10-30). Apart from the members of the Orthodox Christian community, primarily ethnic Macedonians, representatives of the Muslim community also take part, predominantly members of the Roma ethnic group. The rituals are performed by the city residents of all ages, sexes and economic, social and professional backgrounds. The local government is also committed to safeguarding the Feast and its inherent cultural meaning for the community. They are also part of the annual organisation of the ritual.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Geographical, the element is performed in the city of Štip, placed in the central part of Eastern Macedonia. However, the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs takes place exclusively on the Isar hill, a protected archaeological site located on the western edge of town, where there are also remains of the medieval fortified city. The rituals begins onto the streets and public squares in the city where the participants gather and slowly start the ritual hiking up to the Isar. 

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.


E-mail address
	:

	i.tatarcevska@uzkn.gov.mk; itatarcevska@ymail.com

	Other relevant information:

	Mr. Zorancho Malinov

Institute for Folklor research "Marko Cepenkov" – Skopje, Director

ul. Ruzveltova 3 1000, POBox 319, Skopje, Republic of Macedonia

tel. +389 2 3080 176; +3080 193

e-mail: malinov2000@yahoo.com
Ministry of Culture

Lidija Topuzovska  

General Secretary of Macedonian National Commission for UNESCO

Sector for International Cooperation and Cooperation with UNESCO

Ministry of Culture, Gjuro Gjakovic 61

1000 Skopje

Republic of Macedonia

tel.: +389 2 32 40 591, fax: +389 2 32 40 533

e-mail: l.topuzovska@kultura.gov.mk http://www.kultura.gov.mk 

Tatjana Kraljevska - Lazarova

 Counsellor for Planning the Cooperation with UNESCO

Secretariat of Macedonian National Commission for UNESCO

Sector for International Cooperation and Cooperation with UNESCO

Ministry of Culture

Gjuro Gjakovic 61, 1000 Skopje

Republic of Macedonia

tel.: +389 2 32 40 591, fax: +389 2 32 40 533

e-mail: t.kraljevska@kultura.gov.mk http://www.kultura.gov.mk 
Zoran Pavlov, Cultural Heritage Protection Office

Sector for International Cooperation and Documentation

Gjuro Gjakovic 61, 1000 Skopje

Republic of Macedonia

tel.: +389 2 32 89 796, fax: +389 2 32 89 777

e-mail: z.pavlov@uzkn.gov.mk http://www.uzkn.gov.mk


	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.
Not to exceed 250 words

	For several centuries, the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs takes place every year on March 22, honouring the venerable martyrs of Sebaste and marking the first day of spring. The holyday, also known as Četrse, holds an important position in the ritual calendar of the Štip population. The participants gather on the streets and squares of the city and then first go to the church on the hillside, paying tribute to the Holy Forty Martyrs. After that the ritual hiking up the Isar hill begins during which the participants perform rituals mainly concerning the number 40. It is customary that while going uphill, the participants greet 40 acquaintances and gather up 40 pebbles. They also take 40 flowers or 40 twigs from the almond trees that grow around. When they arrive on the top of the hill the 39 pebbles are thrown off into the Bregalnica river, thinking of wishes one would like to see come true. The 40th pebble is not thrown off, but it is kept and put under one's pillow before going to bed that night. During the whole day, the inhabitants of this part of the town are visited and music bands are placed on the top or under the hill where the participants celebrate. Četrse perceived as an integral part of this city’s cultural heritage, imbuing it with a strong sense of identity and continuity and involving all generations of local residents but also of all the other visitors of the city of Štip.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?
Not to exceed 250 words

	People from all social groups (age, gender, class and religion) practice, transmit and participate in the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs. This festive event has been and is transmitted from parents to children, from grandparents to grandchildren, through various generations, as a way of expressing, representing and perpetuating a sense of belonging to and identification with the city of Štip and its traditions. The practitioners of the customs are all citizens who hike up the hill, with special emphasis on the inhabitants who have houses on the hill itself. There are no specific categories of persons who have special responsibilities in transmitting this custom, apart from the priest who performs the religious service at the church and the mayor, as the head of local government, has a distinguished status among the other citizens of Štip. Other than that, the custom is transmitted spontaneously. In the last several decades, the Municipality of Štip takes the responsibility of organizing the event during the whole day when the celebration culminates with music and dances. The Feast is also a way of bringing together all religious and ethnic groups that live in Štip, which is specially emphasised by mutual ritual elements shared by Macedonian and Roma population. Also, as this city is a centre of Eastern Macedonia, many students or workers from other parts of this region participate in the Feast share the importance and the meaning of the ritual itself, emphasising the social and cultural value of the element.     

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The custom is spontaneously transmitted from one generation to another, through parents hiking with their children, or older relatives and friends with the younger. Great impact in transmitting this tradition is also exerted by the local media, which provide this cultural event with the appropriate publicity. The knowledge and the skills related to the element are mainly connected with the old believes and rituals concerning welcoming of the spring, the magic of the number 40 and honouring of the Holy Forty Martyrs. These elements are believed to have very old origin, which is also why the whole ritual is still located on the hill of Isar, which is believed to be the oldest archaeological remains in this region. The knowledge of the magical number 40 and the rituals connected with it are still very well preserved and practiced by the younger generation. Even nowadays, the youngsters still believe in all magic rituals which are performed during this day and are connected with this number. There are also many social skills that are developed during the Feast, the youngsters learn to socialise with the older, and they learn the meaning of respect and continuity of culture and tradition. The Feast is to be known in all Macedonia and it has become a recognizable cultural heritage of the city of Štip.   

	(iv) What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words

	This event has a very important social and cultural function.
Social function: The large participation of thousands of citizens of Štip and the participants from neighbouring cities is a clear indication of the importance of the event within its social function. The estimate is that, depending on the weather conditions, the number of participants who hike up the Isar from the early morning hours till sunset, ranges from a thousand to over ten thousand. During the whole day, the participants share mutual respect, the younger learn how to great and respect the older, every ritual performed during this day is a collective one. This spring event requires the selfless cooperation of many people from all age groups, social classes and backgrounds, promoting and encouraging teamwork and contributing to local harmony and conviviality.  

Cultural function: The rituals performed during the Feast are believed to be with an ancient origin which goes deeply in to the traditional believes of the entire population of this region. The respect of the magical number 40, which is also the other name of this element (Četrse), and all actions and rituals connected to that, are the most powerful tools for constant preservation of this celebration, that is its meaning and its importance for sharing, respecting and transmitting the leaving culture of the city of Štip. The bearers, specially the younger one who are much familiar with all rituals and their meaning, are becoming living archive and donors of memory to be transmitted in the future. 

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words

	There are absolutely no elements incompatible with existing international human standards but, quite on the contrary, there are numerous elements of mutual respect between members of different ethnic and confessional communities who carry out the ritual of Četrse, which is the custom of hiking up the Isar and then socializing and celebrating together. Naturally, the religious service at the church is attended only by members of the Christian community. The city of Štip is populated by Macedonians, Aromanians (Vlachs), Roma and Turkish population. They all respect the tradition of celebrating the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs and they are all familiar with its meaning. The participants of the event are Macedonian, Aromanians and Roma population, while the Turkish population do not participate, yet do observe, which contributes to cherishing the mutual respect among communities and their tradition. 

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The large number of participants and the fact that they are all familiar with the meaning and the importance of the rituals during this day, reveal the high level of awareness for intangible cultural heritage of the region. The event is well established and renowned to the local population, considering the support by the local government, that is, the Municipality of Štip and the mayor himself, whereas, as national and international awareness are concerned, further activities are planned to promote the significance of the event. The participation of a great number of young men and women from neighbouring cities is certainly going to contribute to the wider promotion of this cultural intangible heritage. The preparation of this nomination has also raised the awareness and the visibility, so its inscription on the Representative List of ICH, would certainly contribute toward a wider recognition of the Feast on international scale.

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words

	This cultural event, practiced for centuries in the city of Štip, could encourage even further the dialogue among the various communities, groups and individuals, and quite successfully at that, considering the fact that this holiday, apart from honouring the Holy Forty Martyrs of Sebaste, is also a celebration marking the beginning of spring. This in turn contributes to the fact that the youth of all ethnic and confessional communities take part in the event since youth is usually associated with the finest season of the year - spring. The ritual of greeting 40 randomly meet acquaintances and visiting the houses of the people, who live on or around the hill, promotes and encourages the dialogues and the interaction between communities, groups and individuals without any limitations.  

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words

	This festive event could promote respect for cultural diversity with the very fact that its participants are members of various ethnicities and religious communities. The interaction between Macedonian, Roma and Aromanian (Vlach) population which are sharing the same rituals during the hiking on the hill and the celebration during the whole day which includes indigenous music and dance of these different cultural communities deeply promotes the respect for cultural diversity. As regards the promotion of human creativity, one might conclude that the event has recently been enriched with various cultural contents, such as performances of various arts and folk and music groups on the stage of the Youth Hall at the bottom of the hill; or performances at the very summit of the Isar; then the various messages sent by young creative citizens of Štip by writing graffiti or making drawings on the grey concrete wall of the city stadium.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Concerning the efforts for fostering the event by the concerned community, which in this case consists of all citizens of Štip, one should note that the local government (Municipality of Štip) stimulates various initiatives for enriching the cultural contents accompanying the event. during the whole day the local government, represented by the Mayor himself who is taking the role of patron of the secondary manifestations, organizes a concert on the improvise stage on the top or under the hill. The event is like a festival on which folk groups from different ethnic background, rock groups, art exhibitions (pictures of 40 pebbles) and theatre plays performed by associations of the city of Štip takes place. Also, in the recent years, the Municipality have a permanent open competition for the oldest picture taken on Četrse. The call is for all citizens of Štip, and the main goal is to make a book of memories of this day. Each year, the photos and the video taken during the event are published on the Municipality web page.

The local media, as well as the national, also reports on the festive day, covering the full day, every ritual and its meaning and the celebration after. The local community and all the participants in the event share their knowledge publicly and by that give their full support and encourage everyone who is interested to take part. By all that they recognize this element as part of their own culture, ensuring that it will not be lost. 

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	During the development of the legal instruments of protecting this type of heritage, they were modelled according to the laws on protecting mobile goods, which do not always relate to the nature of intangible culture. Regarding the National law in question, and in order to identify the intangible cultural goods, a National Classification of Macedonian Cultural Heritage and National Registry of Cultural heritage were prepared. In the second half of 2006 a special Intangible Cultural Heritage Department inside of the Cultural Heritage Protection Office was formed. 

This intangible cultural property is registered in National Classification of Cultural Heritage of Republic of Macedonia, under the number 3.1.2.4.1.1.2

By decree of the Cultural Heritage Protection Office from January 2011 the proposed Intangible Cultural property was proclaimed as Important Cultural heritage No. UP.10-36 from 21.01.2011

There have also been several mass media actions (under the auspices of the Local self-government), to raise the awareness for safeguarding the intangible culture.  

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words

	The principal method of safeguarding intangible heritage is to ensure the duration of the element, allowing continuity, preserving authenticity, therefore the right way to protect the heritage is to pass it on to new generations.
The holding of Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs is aided by the deeply rooted presence of this tradition in the life of the local community, the coexistence of the people of Štip during this day, which takes a special place in religious and social life of the city. Further transferring and holding the Feast is guaranteed by the community and the local government, as well as the Štip population who travel from different parts of Macedonia to participate in, for them, one of the most important rituals during the year. Except for the Štip population, the event is also popular in other population from eastern part of the Republic of Macedonia who travels to Štip just to participate, collect pebbles, throw them from the Isar and make a wish. And, since the Feast has always been open to anyone, the local community welcomes to all guest who are arriving. 

The element is preserved for centuries, and also, since most of the rituals are concerning the celebration of the spring and the youth, it is also very popular among the younger population. At the moment the element is not jeopardized, however, the deeper cultural meaning of the rituals might be lost over the time. In order to ensure the sustainability of the Feast, and especially preserving its essence, certain safeguarding measures are proposed to be taken. Proposed safeguarding measures will include:

Printing promotional materials with the information on the Feast, its rituals and their meaning. 
A permanent exhibition with photos from the Feast was planned as separate project of the Municipality of Štip. The concept of the exhibition also will include a presentation of past research, audio and video documentation of the Feast and pebbles from past times that were kept by some older citizens. This project aims to establish a documentation and investigation centre for this type of cultural heritage. Since Štip is a central city of eastern part of Republic of Macedonia, it might also grow to become a centre of promotion of the intangible heritage of the entire region. 
The Isar hill is recognized as an archaeological site on which there are remains of medieval castle, church from 14th century as well as some old tunnels. Information about this is included in many web sites about the city of Štip and Republic of Macedonia as well. Part of the measures proposed will be the protection of the hill of Isar itself not just as archaeological site, but also as a cultural place for social gathering and ritual place of importance for preserving the tradition of the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs.
The students of ethnology shall also be directed in more detail researching of the rituals, their meaning and the cultural and social context of the Feast itself. Their work will be published as a special edition which will be presented as an information bulletin in primary and secondary school as well. 
The Feast is very popular among the younger generation who embrace the rituals and their meaning in the popular context. Yet, the deeper knowledge of meaning of the number 40 and the whole ritual of marking the arrival of the spring is still preserved in the leaving archive of the older people memory. In order to preserve this cultural context of the element, the interaction between generations will be encourage, by which the transition of the element will be ensured to be genuine. Also, this proposed measure will insure that the element’s viability will not be jeopardized by any future changes that might be provoked by its popularization.  
All of measure proposed here, as well as many other that are going to be taken in the future will be monitored by the local government, the Institute for folklore “Marko Cepenkov” in Skopje, as well as by the Cultural Heritage Protection Office and the Ministry of Culture of Republic of Macedonia. 

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The responsible bodies form ICH protection will ensure that the proposed safeguarding measures are implemented by providing constant supervision, expert consultation, information regarding the importance of preserving the cultural intangible heritage and financial support.  The main goal of protection shall include providing support for:

1. Preservation of the element in its genuine condition;

2. Creating more favourable conditions for maintaining of the element and for maintenance of  the integrity of all data which are included within as a testimony, source or type of document;

3. Enlarging the knowledge regarding the values and the significance of the element and

its role in the cultural identification and

4. Providing the means for the cultural heritage, due to its purpose and meaning, to serve to satisfy the cultural, scientific, educational, aesthetic, religious, economical, tourist and other needs of citizens and the society.
State party can designate or establish one or more competent bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, also to adopt a general policy aimed at promoting the function of the intangible cultural heritage in society, and at integrating the safeguarding of such heritage into planning programmes.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Many individuals with different scientific orientations and many cultural and scientific institutions are involved in the research and documentation of “Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs”. They have cooperated with the local community and the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Macedonia. The research has, so far, been a foundation for preparing the inscription of the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs in the Register of Cultural Goods, which was prepared in cooperation of ethnologists from the Institute of Folklore “Marko Cepenkov” - Skopje and the Municipality of Štip, which had been preceded by field research in cooperation with the informants from the local community.  

When preparing the application for nominating “Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs” for the UNESCO Representative List, the ethnologists of the Institute for Folklore “Marko Cepenkov” – Skopje cooperated with the representatives of the local community. 
The Municipality of Štip and the mayor himself are also participants in the Feast, which increase the credibility of the nomination file and all information given in it. The needed documentation, photos and video materials, were chosen by the local community and were also given by them. That way the local community has greatly contributed to increasing the visibility and preserving awareness of the importance of the element at national level.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Cultural Heritage Procetion Office
Name and title of the contact person:

Ivona Opetcheska Tatarchevska, MA
Address:

Gjuro Gjakovich 61 1000, Skopje
Telephone number:

+389 2 3289 778
Fax number:

+389 2 3289 777
E-mail address:

i.tatarcevska@uzkn.gov.mk; itatarcevska@ymail.com
Other relevant information:

Zorancho Malinov Phd director,  
Institute for Folklor Research "Marko Cepenkov" - Skopje as aInstitute for Folklor Research "Marko Cepenkov" - Skopje as an authorised institution for protection folklore goods;

ul. Ruzveltova 3, 1000, Skopje, Republic of Macedonia

tel.+ 389 2 3080176 - fax. + 389 2 3080 177

email:malinov2000@yahoo.com


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words

	Since the first idea of inscribing the element in the National register, which came from the local community and the Municipality of Štip, all the following processes are in constant collaboration with the individuals and groups from the city of Štip. The Municipality of Štip, specially the Mayor himself, gave the biggest participation in the preparation of this Nomination file. All the information regarding the origin and meaning of the Feast were given by the local community, that is by the older citizens of Štip. The local television TV Iris also prepared and gave all archived video materials of the event recorded in the past 20 year. There were large number of video and photos from which the writers of this nomination file extracted the essential information. The element is also described by other individuals and blogers who are publishing the annual report of the event online, on their web page. They were all contacted and informed about the idea of inscribing the element on the UNESCO representative list. In the nomination process of this cultural event, apart from the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Macedonia and the Cultural Heritage Protection Office, as the authorized institution operating within the Ministry of Culture, the local government and its expert offices from the field of culture also took part, as well as the local TV station Iris, ethnologists from the local museum, individuals and institutions with their phonoteques. The experts from the field of ethnology from the Institute of Folklore “Marko Cepenkov” from Skopje, which is responsible for preparing the nominations for the National register, also gave huge contribution in this nomination process as well. 

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	Attached to the electronic version of the Nomination file, is the statement of the Mayor of the city of Štip Zorancho Aleksov.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	All the practices involved in the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs are public knowledge and totally open and integrated into the customs of the town’s inhabitants. The oral transmission, teaching and interpretation of the ritual acts are all safeguarded and passed on with no secrecy whatsoever by the participants in each of the acts.  They are also compiled in the publications regarding Feast and celebration of Cetrse in the city of Štip. These printed and on-line information contain detail description of the rituals and their meaning, as well as regarding the while day procession and Feast. The Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs is open to anybody, which is confirmed by the increased number of participants. The rituals and their meaning have deep magical meaning, yet there is no any restriction or secrecy about their meaning. In opposite, the meaning is wide shared among the younger population. Therefore there are no particular restrictions to “accessing” the rituals as they are well known by those concerned and open to the general public.

	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Organization/ community:
Municipality of Štip
Name and title of the contact person:
Mr. Zorancho Aleksov Phd, mayor of the city
Address:
Vasil Glavinov bb
Telephone number:
+389 32 226600
Fax number:
+389 32 22 66 01
E-mail address:
Other relevant information:
www.stip.gov.mk


	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 
Not to exceed 200 words

	The process of inventorying the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs as ICH element starts on the initiative of the Municipality of Stip and the Institute for folklore “Marko Cepenkov” – Skopje (authorised institution for protection of intangible cultural goods). The Cultural Heritage Protection Office received a proposal for valorisation and inscription of the ICH Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs (ref. No. UP 10-357 from 06.10.2010). According to that proposal and to Article 40 paragraph 2, subparagraph 2 of the State Low for Protection of the Cultural Heritage (No. 20/04, 115-07, 118/11), the Feast of the Holy Forty Martyrs is proclaimed as an Important Cultural Heritage. The decision is proclaimed by the Cultural Heritage Protection Office of the Republic of Macedonia. According to the National classification this element belongs to the Intangible cultural goods (National registry for spiritual cultural heritage), subgroup folk calendar and type Beginning of spring 3.1.2.4.1.1.2.
The official inventory number of this decision is UP 10-36 from 21.01.2011

The books of the National Registry of Cultural heritage in Macedonia is publicly open as a hard copy in the Ministry of Culture of Republic of Macedonia. 

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	[Петров Ѓорче], Материали по изучванието на Македония, София, 1896, стр. 654  ([Petrov Gjorče], Materiali po izučvanieto na Makedoniya, Sofia, 1896, p. 654); Балабанов Коста, Споменици на културата во Штип и околината, во: Astibo – Штип I-XX век, Скопје, 1964 (Balabanov Kosta, Spomenici na kulturata vo Štip i okolinata, In: Astibo - Štip I-XX vek, Skopje, 1964); Малинов Зоранчо, Обичајот „Четерсе“ во Штип и обиди за негова поширока популаризација, ЕТНОЛОГ, бр. 14, Скопје, 2012 стр. 42-49. (Malinov Zorancho, Obichajot “Ceterse” vo Stip i odidi za negova poshiroka popularizacija, ETNOLOG, br. 14, Skopje 2012, str. 42-49); Малинов Зоранчо, Традицискиот народен календар на Шопско-брегалничката етнографска целина, Институт за фолклор "Марко Цепенков", посебни изданија, кн. бр. 68, Скопје, 2006, стр. 147-148 (Malinov Zorancho, Tradiciskiot naroden kalendar na Šopsko-bregalničkata etnografska celina, Institut za folklor "Marko Cepenkov", posebni izdanija, kn. br. 38, Skopje 2006, pp. 147-148).

	7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

ELIZANETA KANCHESKA MILEVSKA, MA
Title:
MINISTER OF CULTURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
Date:
29 March 2013 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
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