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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Belgium

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Garnaalvisserij te paard in Oostduinkerke

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	De ambacht van de paardenvisserij te Oostduinkerke

De paardenvissers van Oostduinkerke

Garnaalvissers en hun paarden

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 
Not to exceed 150 words

	1.
The shrimp fishermen and their families living and working in Oostduinkerke as of 2013 (and their descendants and successors as practitioners in the future)

2.
The honorary horseback-fishermen who are united in an association called ‘d’Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers’ ensure the safeguarding of the craft, and aim to record and share their knowledge. 

3.
The City Council of Koksijde-Oostduinkerke, as democratically elected representatives of the local population in Oostduinkerke and the Vereniging voor Vreemdelingenverkeer (Association for Tourisme) of Koksijde-Oostduinkerke (V.V.V.). 

4.
The NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum, which is also a base for the shrimp fishing on horseback in the municipality in which the museum is situated, is dedicated to researching and documenting the history and heritage of horseback fishing in Oostduinkerke and raising community awareness about safeguarding it. 

5.
The ‘Orde van de Paardenvisser’ (non-profit organisation) was founded to document and raise awareness of the practice of shrimp fishing on horseback.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Geographical location: 51° 07’13’’ N 2° 40’ 43’’E

The shrimp fishing on horseback is practiced on the beach and the surf zone of Oostduinkerke. This seaside town has been a part of the municipality of Koksijde since 1978 and is situated on the Belgian North Sea coast, 10 kilometres from the French border.

Fishing for shrimp with a horse-drawn drag net in the shallow water is only possible on a flat, very gently sloping coastline. This is also the biotope in which the grey shrimp, Crangon crangon, is found in abundance. Moreover, Oostduinkerke has an ideal beach without groynes or other obstacles that could be hazardous for the horse or the fishermen. 

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.


E-mail address
	:

	marina.laureys@cjsm.vlaanderen.be


	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  traditional craftsmanship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.
Not to exceed 250 words

	Shrimp fishing on horseback is a form of traditional craftsmanship closely connected with nature: good knowledge of the sea, the sand strip and a high level of trust and respect for the horse are essential. The fishermen fish in the sea with horse and net a couple of times a week, except in the winter months: the fishing process takes three hours: an hour and a half before low tide until an hour and half afterwards.

The horse walks breast-deep in the water, parallel to the coastline. They use funnel shaped nets, held open by two wooden boards. A chain is dragged over the sand creating shockwaves which cause the shrimp to jump up and enter the net. Pulling this net (7 x 10 meters) requires the tremendous strength that Brabant draft horses are able to develop. The fishing is interrupted every half-hour in order to return to the beach to empty the net and sift the catch. The shrimp are then placed in the baskets that hang at the horses' sides. The shrimp are later cooked in fresh water. A whole series of practices, artefacts and instruments are connected to this traditional craftsmanship, which is supported by the households and families of the shrimp fishermen and by extension, by the community of Oostduinkerke and Koksijde as a whole. It is a paradigmatic example of a dynamic and sustainable approach to nature and to culture that is transmitted from generation to generation.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?
Not to exceed 250 words

	There are twelve households in Oostduinkerke who are active in the shrimp fishing. The work is carried out as a family. Although each household has its own division of labour, they regard themselves as a group that functions on the principles of sharing the cultural values, dependence on one another and mutual support. Knowledge is passed on from generation to generation. Since 1997, there is an association for the honorary horseback-fishermen called ‘d’Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers’ (NGO). This initiative brings together both the active and non-active households (including retired shrimp fishermen) who are regarded as honorary families. The aim is to safeguard the craft and to attract enthusiastic young practitioners. 

The NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum is dedicated to safeguarding the history and knowledge of the craft of horseback fishing. Its aim is to build international networks and thus identify and research other occurrences of horseback fishing. The museum organizes educational, awareness-raising workshops in order to introduce schoolchildren (among others) to this vibrant intangible cultural heritage. 

The City Council and the V.V.V. ensure that the horseback fishermen are able to continue to practise their craft in times of constantly changing national and international regulations on public life. The City Council developed a municipal Structural Spatial Plan which takes natural assets and sustainable tourism into consideration.  

The ‘Orde van de Paardenvisser’ aims to document the culture of horseback fishing and to raise awareness by organising international trips (in order to establish contacts with other communities of coastal-beach-horseback fishermen), local art exhibitions and gastronomic tasting events.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The craft has evolved through history and has adapted to the changing social, cultural and ecological contexts. Shrimp fishing is essentially a practical activity which means that the most important method of passing it on is by practicing the craft on the beach. An experienced horseback shrimp fisherman teaches the beginner and demonstrates the techniques to him/her. In shrimp fishing on horseback, it is not only important to have technical knowledge about nets, tides and currents, but it is also crucial to build up a relationship of trust with the horse. Since knowledge is often passed on within the households, families teach their children, at a young age how to handle the horse in the specific conditions that the craft requires. That begins with feeding the animal, accompanying it from stable to pasture, caring for it and harnessing it. Each household has its own speciality; for example, one may be particularly good at weaving nets while another may have very extensive knowledge of Brabant draft horses.

In addition, an association, called ‘d’Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers’ was founded, devoted to sharing and exchanging this knowledge in order to initiate new practitioners into their craft. A more formal system of learning has been developed at the NAVIGO-National fisheries Museum. Student (horseback) fishermen can take a course there to learn how to weave and repair nets. A package of lessons has been developed for primary schools, and students have the opportunity to discover the history and culture of the horseback fishermen. 

	(iv) What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Because Oostduinkerke is the only place where shrimp fishing on horseback is still practiced, it is a highly distinctive practice and it functions as a symbol for other locations in Belgium and Europe. 

The craft tradition and its development through history gives the community a sense of collective identity, preserving its function as social and cultural heritage in daily life. The shrimp fishing on horseback has deep roots in Oostduinkerke and forms part of town life, being featured in shop decorations, in the names of local cafés and streets, as a theme for the Christmas lights … 

The shrimp fishing on horseback plays a central role in many social and cultural rituals and events, such as concerts, art exhibitions, workshops and markets. Since 1950, the V.V.V. has organized the two-day Shrimp Festival. The local community spends months preparing for the festivities by building floats, preparing street theatre and making costumes. The shrimp fishing on horseback is the central theme of these activities. Thus, a contest is held which involves hundreds of children being initiated in shrimp catching by the horseback fishermen.  The highlight of the festivities is the shrimp parade that attracts over 10,000 visitors from Belgium and abroad. The participation of the shrimp fishermen in this parade is especially valuable; the collective ritual of the parade allows the general public to discover this intangible heritage.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words

	No aspect of shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke is incompatible with the international conventions on human rights. The tradition in no way threatens mutual respect between communities, groups or individuals. 

It is of crucial importance that the horseback shrimp fishermen themselves are able to determine how and when they practice their craft and that they actively consider this. The fishermen and other actors in Oostduinkerke are fully aware of their responsibility and strive to ensure sustainable development in economic (through sustainable heritage tourism and municipal support), ecological (by showing concern for nature and respect for the fish stocks), social (through attention to transmission) and cultural sustainability. The City Council is committed to continuing to support this element and facilitating its sustainable development. In 2012 the Quality Coast label was awarded by the Coastal and Marine Union to the city of Koksijde as one of the 10 most sustainable coastal cities in Europe. 

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The inclusion of this element shows how much strength and inspiration can be generated by a small but vibrant group of practitioners, certainly when they are able to collaborate with other actors in the heritage field, by collaborating with the local City Council and various associations, actors and research institutes.  

This collaboration has led to a kind of dynamic network model in which the households are given financial and logistical support, at various levels, in order to be able to continue to practice their craft. It can be a source for other communities.  This craft activity which literally and figuratively speaks to the imagination, has been portrayed countless times by filmmakers and photographers and this will only intensify after the inscription, not only in Belgium and Europe but worldwide.     

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words

	Inscription of the shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke will demonstrate how vibrant a craft practice which is upheld by a small group of people, within a small municipality, can be. Opportunities for contact with other fishermen and craft communities will be actively sought. The current programme for meeting and exchange will be continued, such as with the tractor fishermen as Morcambe Bay (2011), the mussel fishermen of Bretagne (2012) and Vlissingen (2013). In Flanders, the dialogue will be initiated on the platform immaterieelerfgoed.be. 
Through its role in awareness-raising, the NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum will contribute to the identification of other similar craft practices. It will share its expertise concerning safeguarding measures and knowledge transfer at different levels. The safeguarding measures mentioned below will ensure that a large number of individuals, groups and communities can be involved and reached, which will encourage the exchange of information, experiences, knowledge and skills.     

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The inscription of this craft in which humans, animals and nature play a central role, stimulates respect for cultural diversity and human creativity. It draws attention to the importance of traditions and ecological responsibility as an alternative form in a region where other types of fishing, the fish stocks and biodiversity are under pressure. Due to globalization and industrialized fishery, many techniques of craft fishery and knowledge have been lost. 

The inscription could lead to (inter)national collaboration and dialogue between communities of fishermen in other regions and countries where craft techniques have survived. Moreover shrimp fishing on horseback has been a source of inspiration for various painters, writers, poets and sculptors, filmmakers and photographers. The NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum compiles and makes available this collection and is committed to further focusing its acquisitions policy in this area in the future, and the inscription can also lead to awareness-raising in other locations.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Since it was founded in 1976 the National Fisheries Museum has been dedicated to researching, documenting and making available information about the culture of shrimp fishing and positioning the craft within an international fisheries network. The museum organizes workshops, exhibitions, guided tours and symposia on the subject. Twice a year, in collaboration with the households, it organizes the grand opening and closing of the shrimp season. Since 1995, the City Council and their partners have worked to ensure that the horseback fishermen are able to continue to practice their craft in times of constantly changing national and international regulations on public life. The City Council therefore guarantees three conditions: the public safety (permanently preserving four launch sites), the well-being of the horses (making pastures and stables available free of charge) and the basis of practical comfort (a financial stipend for the purchase of fishing clothing and additional equipment).

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	In 2008 the Inventaris Vlaanderen voor Immaterieel Cultureel Erfgoed’  (Inventory of intangible cultural heritage in Flanders) was launched by the Flemish Government. In 2009 shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke was included in the Flemish inventory. A progress report is submitted annually to the Flemish Community and constructive feedback from a commission of experts is provided.

In late 2010 the vision statement ‘The Government of Flanders’ policy on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage’ (http://issuu.com/kunstenenerfgoed/docs/het_beleid_van_de_vlaamse_overheid_voor_het_borgen/1) was issued, which outlines a sustainable policy and gives priority to the concept of ‘safeguarding’. The Flemish Community pursues a facilitating policy and in this way ensures the development of a toolbox which supports the heritage communities in identifying, defining and transmitting intangible cultural heritage. It also supports and subsidizes NGO centres of Expertise and networks, like FARO, the Flemish interface for cultural heritage, CAG (www.cagnet.be) and Tapis Plein (www.tapisplein.be), who advise the shrimp fishermen and households, the NAVIGO-museum and other communities involved in safeguarding this element and provide for international knowledge and networks.

In 2012, the Flemish Community also invested in the development of an interactive website for ICH in Flanders (www.immaterieelerfgoed.be). The objectives are to interactively share knowledge, exchange expertise, bring actors into contact with each other and share methodologies for safeguarding. The case of the shrimp fishermen on horseback has a prominent presence on this platform.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words

	In order to monitor the effects of the inscription a commission was created in 2013. This working group consists of representatives from the various communities involved: the scientific staff of the NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum, the administrative staff of the City Council who works full-time to provide coordination of the logistical and financial support for the households, the ‘Orde van de Paardenvisser’, the households and the honorary horseback-fishermen, and at least four heritage experts. The commission shall meet at least twice a year and its goal is to monitor the effects of the inscription, any resulting changes in the tourism and image, and their consequences. There will be active collaboration in order to take appropriate measures to safeguard this element and to ensure its sustainable development. This working group will collaborate with heritage organizations in order to organize brainstorming and heritage education projects. In the fifth year after the inscription, a thorough evaluation will be performed, with an eye to the national six-year report to UNESCO.

Identification and documentation

· Expansion of the documentation center through the inclusion, in its gathering, preservation and management work, anything that has to do with horseback fishing, any discoveries, through its acquisition or copying on paper and digital supports and/or including the origin of the original documents or objects in a in separate inventory and preserving it and making it available under the best conditions. (budget: €5.000) Responsible institution (R.I): NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum (N-NVM) and the households. 

· Making available via Adlib and www.hetvirtueleland.be of items in the collection. R.I.: N-NVM, Centrum voor Agrarische Geschiedenis (CAG). 

· An oral history project whereby the emphasis will be on shrimp fishing (€ 5.000) R.I.: N-NVM, the CAG and the households. 

· An active role in the digital platform www.immaterieelerfgoed.be as an example to other heritage communities. R.I.: N-NVM, the households.
Research

· Travelling Exhibition. In September 2013 the exhibition will be presented at the biennial conference of the International Congress of Maritime Museums in Cascais, Portugal. It will focus on three key topics: the international past and the centuries-old tradition of horseback fishing in the North Sea, the transfer of craft knowledge and techniques from generation to generation, the ties between the horseback shrimp fishermen in Oostduinkerke and other manifestations of intangible cultural heritage. (€ 5.500 euro) R.I.: N-NVM.

· Organizing a two-day international colloquium on fishing on horseback, in collaboration with the Vlaams Instituut van de Zee (VLIZ) and the CAG on 10 and 11 March 2016. Title: “Tussen tijd and getij: brede kijk op garnaalvisserij te paard” (Between time and tide: a broad perspective on shrimp fishing on horseback) (€10.000) R.I.: N-NVM, VlIZ and CAG.
Communication/awareness-raising

· Organizing workshops on the culture of shrimp fishing and intangible heritage: (€ 350) R.I.: N-NVM.

· Publication on the subject of safeguarding shrimp fishing on horseback in collaboration with VLIZ & FARO within five years of inscription on the list (€6000) R.I.: NAVIGO-NVM, VlIZ, FARO 
· The management and translation of the website dedicated to the shrimp fishermen of Oostduinkerke in four languages (€ 2.500)  R.I.: City Council, the households
· Drawing up press packs, documentation and visitor programming in four languages (with an initial print run of 30.000) (€ 10.000) R.I.: City Council, V.V.V. 
· Training guides and city guides on ‘intangible heritage': (€15.000) Responsible institutions: City Council, N-NVM, Abdijmuseum Ten Duinen 1138. 
· The annual events in which shrimp fishing on horseback plays a central role, such as the Shrimp Festival, the ‘museum-evenings’, during the summer season, the horseback ride in September (€ 85.250). R.I.: City Council, V.V.V., Orde van de Paardenvisser, N-NVM. 
· Gastronomic events featuring dishes made with shrimp caught by the households (€ 11.200) R.I.: Orde van de Paardenvisser. 
· Organising international trips to other fishing communities. Such as to Vietnam (€25.000) and Suriname (€10.000) R.I.: Orde van de Paardenvisser, City Council, N-NVM. 
Transfer

· Workshops on weaving and repairing nets in February/March 2013  (€1.500) R.I.: N-NVM.

· Fishing demonstrations during the summer season in order to introduce young people and other interested spectators to fishing on horseback and to provide information about the practice, the training and care of the draft horse, the connection and dependency on nature and sustainable fishing (€ 34.000)  R.I.: City Council, the V.V.V. and the households.

· Through their activities within the ‘d’Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers' the honorary horseback-fishermen will continue to support the active and future horseback fishermen with practical support and information for practising the craft and keeping contact with other fishing communities R.I.: ‘d’Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers', N-NVM.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Flemish Community will assume three roles: thus, it will pursue a facilitating policy, will take the lead in the international transfer of the policy in Flanders and will act as quality monitor and moderator. In its role as facilitator it will support and subsidize centres of expertise or networks of experts who are able to assist heritage communities in safeguarding an element and reinforcing the reflex to preserve heritage. The heritage communities related to shrimp fishing are supported by FARO, Vlaamse steunpunt voor cultureel erfgoed, and Tapis Plein, a national centre of expertise for cultural heritage and The Centre for Agrarian History (CAG) through sharing their knowledge and expertise and performing an anchoring function for the heritage community. Thus, representatives of the centres are members of the expert commission that is in charge of safeguarding the element. The platform ICH, the digital database and website www.immaterieelerfgoed.be was created by the Flemish Government in 2011-2012 to be used as a coordinated instrument to allow communities, groups or individuals to register their intangible heritage and to connect with heritage communities and to a set of safeguarding measures. In addition to this inventorying function, the website also provides a platform where knowledge and expertise can be shared and discussions can be conducted. The shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke has a prominent presence on this platform and aims to function as an example for other heritage communities.     

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The measures for safeguarding the shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke have been developed in consultation with the households, the honorary horseback fishermen associated in the ‘d’Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers’, a representative of the ‘Orde van de Paardenvisser’, the NAVIGO- National Fisheries Museum and the Koksijde City Council. The new commission that will monitor the effects and challenges after inscription on the representative list involves all stakeholders in the implementation and development of new plans and strategies.

In the safeguarding process, the NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum played the role of facilitator and organized the contact between the various actors and associations.

The member of the scientific staff and the director of the museum keep in close contact with the households by regularly inviting them for consultation. The households actively collaborate in safeguarding the values of the element and promoting sustainable tourism and in organising local, regional and international cultural events, festivals and workshops. The honorary horseback-fishermen ensure the knowledge transfer from generation to generation and strive, together with the NAVIGO-NVM towards an (inter)national network. The Orde van de Paardenvisser is committed to raising public awareness. Their events will be developed in close consultation with the households and the local City Council.

The City Council of Koksijde continues to provide financial and logistical support to the households An administrative staff member has been appointed by the city to carry out this coordinating role and to facilitate communication and community involvement .     

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

NAVIGO – Nationaal Visserijmuseum
Name and title of the contact person:

Ineke Steevens – coordinator scientific research
Address:

Pastoor Schmitzstraat 5 – 8670 Oostduinkerke (Koksijde) (Belgium)
Telephone number:

+ 32 58 51 24 68
Fax number:

+ 32 58 51 08 17
E-mail address:

ineke.steevens@koksijde.be
Other relevant information:

FARO, Vlaams steunpunt voor cultureel erfgoed vzw

Marc Jacobs, director

Priemstraat 51 1000 Brussel  (Belgium)
+32 2 213 10 60

+32 2 213 10 99

Centrum Agrarische geschiedenis

Yves Segers, Coordinator

Atrechtcollege – Naamsestraat 63 3000 Leuven (Belgium)
tel: +32 16 32 35 25

fax: +32 16 32 35 26

contact@cagnet.be & yves.segers@cagnet.be

Tapis plein vzw

Jorijn Neyrinck, coordinator

Sint-Jakobsstraat 36 8000 Brugge (Belgium)
Tel: + 32 50 68 37 94 & +32 473 38 19 07

info@tapisplein.be & jorijn@tapisplein.be     


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words

	The nomination for inscription of the Shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke into the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Heritage of Humanity was initiated and elaborated by a working group of active horseback fishermen, a representative of the association ‘d’Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers',  the member of the scientific staff and the director of the NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum, a representative of the ‘Orde van de Paardenvisser’, the head of the Department of Culture, Tourism and Leisure of the Koksijde City Council, a representative of the V.V.V. and the director of FARO, the Flemish Interface for cultural heritage. The first meeting was held on 23 March 2009. Various meetings have been attended by researchers and representatives of national and local authorities. The Agency Arts and Heritage (Flemish Community) provided logistical support. The NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum played a facilitating role by coordinating the administrative file and handling the communication between the heritage communities and other actors.

The working group began with a series of meetings with different stakeholders involved in the shrimp fishing on horseback.  The horseback fishermen were actively involved by having the working group visit the individual households in Oostduinkerke and asking them about their vision of the safeguarding and sustainable development of their craft.

A special finetuning meeting for the nomination was held on 7 January 2013 in Brussels.  This meeting was attended by, the chairperson of the Flemish UNESCO commission, experts from  Tapis Plein, FARO, Firmanent, Flemish Interface for cultural heritage, and of  CAG, a member of the scientific staff and the director of the NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum, a representative of ‘het Firmament’, representatives of the Flemish Agency for Arts and heritage and a representative of the ‘Orde van de Paardenvisser’. 

The inhabitants of Koksijde were informed of the appropriate safeguarding measures via various channels: television reports, special announcements in the local monthly city magazine, news on the website of the horseback fishermen, the website of the NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum, on the website of the ‘Orde van de Paardenvisser’ and the public session of the City Council (19/12/2009).

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The inscription of the shrimp fishing on horseback as an item of intangible heritage on the representative list, is an act that enjoys the full understanding and support of the communities involved. The shrimp fishermen on horseback and the other heritage communities are proud that their tradition is being passed down through the generations and want to preserve and protect it and also act as an example for other groups and communities elsewhere in the world who may draw inspiration from this. Each year, the plans concerning the safeguarding are officially announced in the city through various channels and have been the object of a free, informed dialogue in advance during the City Council meetings (03/08/2009) and the commission meetings. 

· Declaration no. 1, the households who actively practice fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke as of 2013. Written and signed by all active horseback fishermen and their assisting family members on 11 January 2013.
· Declaration no. 2, City Council Koksijde, written and signed by the Mayor and the Alderman for Culture, as elected representatives of the local community, on 28 January 2013.
· Declaration no. 3, the NAVIGO-National Fisheries Museum, written and signed by Maja Wolny, director on 23 January 2013. 
· Declaration no. 4, the honorary horseback fishermen, united in the association ‘d’Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers' (non-profit organisation). Written and signed by the honorary horseback-fishermen on 29 January 2013
· Declaration no. 5, the ‘Orde van de Paardenvisser’ written and signed by the chairman on 30 January 2013.     

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke is practised on the beach. The craft is open and visible to the public. During the fishing demonstrations, the horseback fishermen provide information on their craft. Thanks to the supportive conditions that the City Council facilitates, the horseback fishermen are able to enjoy respect, which makes it possible for them to continue to practice their craft sustainably and maintain their identity.

Access to the element is in no way restrained by customary practices governing access to the element.

	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Organization/ community:
NAVIGO – Nationaal Visserijmuseum
Name and title of the contact person:
Ineke Steevens – coordinator scientific research
Address:
Pastoor Schmitzstraat 5 – 8670 Oostduinkerke (Koksijde) (Belgium)
Telephone number:
+ 32 58 51 24 68
Fax number:
+ 32 58 51 08 17
E-mail address:
ineke.steevens@koksijde.be


	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 
Not to exceed 200 words

	The shrimp fishing on horseback in Oostduinkerke is duly included since 2009 in the official inventory of intangible cultural heritage of Flanders/Belgium 
(http://www.kunstenenerfgoed.be > erfgoed > immaterieel cultureel erfgoed > inventaris Vlaanderen,
http://www.kunstenenerfgoed.be/ake/view/nl/4782518-Inventaris+Vlaanderen.html).

Being a federal state, Belgium is divided into three Communities with autonomous cultural competences. The Arts and Heritage agency of the Flemish Ministry for Culture is responsible for maintaining the inventory.
In conformity with the Convention communities can submit proposals of intangible cultural heritage they want to see included in the inventory. These submissions have to point out the extent of the community and safeguarding actions for which the requesting community has to co-operate with a heritage institution or NGO that is recognized/funded within the scope of Flemish Decree on Cultural Heritage (2012). These submissions are examined by a commission, composed by experts in order to give advice to the Flemish minister responsible for culture. By a ministerial decision the items are included on the inventory. 

The heritage communities that submitted the elements that are included in the inventory have to report on a yearly basis on the safeguarding activities that have been undertaken. These reports are examined by the aforementioned commission and feedback is provided.

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	· Beun J. & Cornette R. (1999), 50 jaar garnaalfeest Oostduinkerke, Oostduinkerke, Vereniging voor vreemdelingenverkeer Koksijde – Oostduinkerke.
· Bijnens,  B. (1977) , Koksijde, kust, strand en paardenvisserij, Oostduinkerke, V.V.V. Koksijde.
· Bijnens,  B. (1985), Koksijde Oostduinkerke, kust, strand en paardenvisserij, Oostduinkerke, V.V.V. Koksijde.

· W. Lanszweert, NAVIGO-Nationaal Visserijmuseum Oostduinkerke – Erfgoed rond en op het water In: Demey, A. (2011), Strandvisserij, Gent, Openbaar Kunstbezit Vlaanderen, 2- 15. 

· Denecker M. (2010), Nekkerse dagboek, Oostduinkerke, M. Denecker.

· Desnerck G. & Vermoote M. (1980), strandvisserij, Tielt, Lannoo.

· Huyghe J.  (2007), De Rosten Durang vertelt z’n peerdeleven, Oostduinkerke, Pattyn.

· Ippers J. (1973), Fisher im Sattel, Düsseldorf, Josef Ippers.

· Lanszweert, W. (2013), ‘Kust- en paardenvisserij’ In: Willem Lanszweert, Zeevisserij aan de Vlaamse kust, Oostkamp, Stichting Kunstboek.

· Lemineur H. (2007), De garnaalvissers te paard, Oostduinkerke, Médialem. 

· Supeley M. (2005), De Oostduinkerkse paardenvissers, van Armada tot Enkeling,  Oostduinkerke, Vereniging voor Vreemdelingenverkeer Koksijde-Oostduinkerke. 

· Van Immerseel F. (1973), Garnaalvissers te paard – La pêche équestre de la crevette- Die Krabbenfisher zu pferde – Shrimpfishing on horseback, Tielt/Utrecht, Lannoo.

· Katrien Vervaele en Nancy Fockedey (2012), ‘Mannen, paarden en de zee’ In: Katrien Vervaele en Nancy Fockedey, gérnoars – Garnalen – verhalen en recepten van vroeger en nu, Tielt, 92 – 99.

	7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Marina Laureys
Title:
Head of Heritage section. Arts and Heritage agency
Date:
25 March 2013 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
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