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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Italy

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Celebrations of big shoulder-borne processional structures

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Le Feste delle grandi macchine a spalla

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	La Festa dei Gigli di Nola (Nola's Lily's Festival); La Varia di Palmi (Varia of Palmi); La Faradda dei Candelieri di Sassari (The Descent of Sassari Candelieri); Il Trasporto della Macchina di Santa Rosa (The Transport of Santa Rosa of Viterbo's Machine).

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 
Not to exceed 150 words

	In each city where celebrations take place and that use large ceremonial machines carried on shoulders (Nola, Palmi, Viterbo, Sassari), there are groups of citizens organized into associations, who hold and pass on their intangible cultural heritage. The associations listed herein below, represent the community holders of the element and are the signatories, creators and designers of the safeguarding plan. They include people and individuals within community who share skills, experience, special knowledge and special roles in the practice, re-creation and transmission of their “Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures”, such as the bearers of machines.

"Contea Nolana" Association (representing 28 other associations of Nola); 

"Association 'Mbuttaturi" of Varia di Palmi; Citizens' Committee "11 gennaio 1582"; 
"Per Palmi" Association and "Sodalizio della Varia di Palmi" Association;

"Intergremio" e "Gremi con Candeliere" of the City of Sassari;

"Sodalizio Facchini di Santa Rosa" of Viterbo.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures are located throughout the country, but the most representative events of this heritage take place in the historical city centers of four Italian cities: Nola, Palmi, Sassari, Viterbo; four cities of ancient origins, located in different Italian regions, whose geographical location deeply influenced their historical development, a history characterized by the exchanges facilitated by the Mediterranean basin. In the historical city center, communities, groups and individuals who hold the intangible cultural heritage operate. The use of big shoulder-borne processional structures, in fact, is linked to the ancient practice of ritual procession, which is the reason why the link between the votive structures transported and the urban architecture, is strong.

Historical city center of Nola (District of Naples - Campania);

Historical city center of Palmi (Reggio Calabria - Calabria);

Historical city center of Sassari (Sardinia);

Historical city center of Viterbo (Latium).

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.


E-mail address
	:

	patrizia.nardi@i2000net.it

	Other relevant information:

	The technical and scientific coordination of the the Network of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures led by Patrizia Nardi, an active member of the festive community of Palmi and history Professor of the University of Messina, with the scientific advice of Paolo Apolito, anthropologist of the University of Rome, and the technical advice of Francesco D'Uva, IULM University of Milan, has been engaged for years in a concerted protection action plan shared by public institutions and associations holders of the heritage, representing the four festive communities.


	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.
Not to exceed 250 words

	The Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures are four festive religious events of the Christian Catholic tradition. The ritual events consist in the transport of craftsmanship works, that can weigh tens of quintals, on a walking tour fixed by beares selected within the community. The processional structures which are borne on the shoulders of volunteer groups, take different forms and characters, but the symbolic offering of sacrifice, the ritual effort and the choral participation in all events have allowed the construction of a Network of communities. 

The "Gigli di Nola" celebration commemorates the return of St. Paolino through the procession of eight obelisks made of wood and papier mâché which reminiscently meet on the urban walk a representation of the boat which brought the Saint to his land.

The "Varia di Palmi" is an ancient and complex processional structure carried in honor of Our Lady of the Holy Letter. Adults and children who embody the holy figures of Our Lady of the Ascension into Heaven take part at the Varia Celebration. 

The descent of "Candelieri" in Sassari, dedicated to the Virgin, consist in the votive transportation of wooden obelisks through a long scenic action, a choreographic performance inspired by the oral tradition, kept alive by the annual reinterpretation of the celebration.

The transport of Santa Rosa of Viterbo's Machine commemorates the passing of the body of the patron on an urban route. The huge structure is periodically redesigned and built in an exemplary combination of tradition, innovation and creativity.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?
Not to exceed 250 words

	The complexity and richness of meanings and practices underlying the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures allow to identify different bearers of the intangible cultural heritage in each community. For each phase of the ceremonials, communities make use of specific skills and abilities held by people who put their knowledge at the service of tradition. The manufacturers of the processional structures, the artisans who create the clothes and products useful to the proper execution of ceremonies, the musicians and songwriters, the holders of the memory of the previous editions of the cerimonies and their oral and anecdotal tradition, the bearers of the processional structures and their leaders from which they are organized and led in the moments of transport are only some of the community key figures involved in the festive events in a choral way and in their preparation. Each of these groups has a decisive importance in the vitality of the cultural heritage and the responsibility for the future of the celebrations is in their hands. This is the reason why the representatives of these groups participate in all the activities aiming to safeguard the Celebrations. 

The increasing dialogue between the communities that share this cultural heritage has allowed, in recent years, the construction of an exchange Network among the communities bearers of the Celebrations as suggested in paragraph 86 of the Operational Directives for the Implementation of the Convention. The network construction has facilitated the agreement on the shared safeguarding arrangements.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words

	During the celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures, communities live intensely the traditions thus favoring a regular transfer of cultural heritage from generation to generation; thanks to the periodicity of the celebrations, each element allows and depends on the transmission of skills, a vernacular vocabulary and language unchanged over time, being however a vehicle for routine procedures constantly recreated. The festive communities rely on informal and oral transmission of knowledge and techniques that are applied in the construction of the Processional Structures or in the creation of objects and artifacts related to the ritual event. The processional structures which are reconstructed periodically, represent elements of cultural continuity, useful to build a sense of identity, periodiocal renewal of the craftsmanship know-how but also routine procedures, representations and knowledge shared by the entire community. In each element there are ancient customs that belong to the oral transmission of music and arts which bind the movements of the processional structures and bearers within the cultural spaces to aesthetic criteria shared by the community.

Each celebration also promotes on the territory an intense cultural activity that allows citizens to get in touch with all the nuances of the intangible heritage and approach it through courses, training, research and voluntary participation. Children also are involved in the transmission activities, and with the coming of celebrations, events for the younger generation are organized in each city and, in some cases, feasts in which the children bear smaller and much lighter processional structures on their shoulders.

	(iv) What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words


The Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures play the important role of builders of a sense of identity which binds communities through the consolidation of mutual respect, cooperation and joint efforts in the safeguarding of shared values to pass to future generations; values that are gathered around the ceremonial Structures but which are symbolically present in all the nuances of a layered cultural heritage of which these cerimonial structures are just one aspect. Each celebration of the Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structure renovates from year to year the value of sacrifice to reach a goal, the value of the coordinated and equitable sharing of tasks, the work for the realization of a common project, the value of free access and the widest participation in community life and social reintegration through culture, as in Sassari, where even the prisoners and former prisoners take part in the celebrations by making their own structure dance. The construction of a network of communities which share a heritage perceived as contiguous has allowed a renewed attention to the ceremonial life already vital, but first of all, it allows each community to perceive the relationship with their intangible cultural heritage and at the same time be aware of the need for cultural diversity for the exchange, dialogue and cooperation.

	

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words

	No aspect of the Celebrations of the Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures contradicts the basic human rights, the resolutions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the basic rules of peaceful coexistence. The Celebrations, without sacrificing the traditional rules that characterize them, are based on fundamental principles such as freedom of participation, equality of persons, equal opportunities, the spirit of solidarity and brotherhood and respect for human dignity. Understanding and mutual respect has increased thanks to the experience of dialogue between communities sharing this heritage. The communities network of Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures also reaffirmed the role of keepers of ceremonials as the only responsible aware of the future of cultural heritage in all its forms. A future that, in the hands of communities themselves and with the support of institutions, focuses on a sustainable development to enable future generations to continue to build a sense of identity and continuity through culture.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The inscription of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Structures contributes, within each of the four communities, to the awareness of the richness of the intangible cultural heritage. At a national level, meetings and dialogue between the communities of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Structures have already increased the attention on the intangible cultural heritage as a way to approach different communities and territories. The Celebrations also draw the attention on the environmental, architectural and historical heritage as the routes of their processions are linked to the national territory and landscape and since ever they promote a more integrated view of cultural heritage. At an international level, the Celebrations of the Big Shoulder-borne Structures reflect the importance of intangible cultural heritage that both locally and globally can be the key to appreciate and defend cultural diversity and can become the scene of understanding, mutual respect and appreciation.

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The creation of the network of the Celebrations is based on the synergic cooperation of four communities, and is an example of how the heritage can be the way for exchange and shared growth while respecting the cultural specific features of each community. In this sense, the inscription of the element into the Representative List would contribute not only to the international visibility of ceremonies with common roots, but it could also be an example of how dialogue and awareness of cultural diversity may trigger inter-cultural exchanges based on mutual respect rather than on emphasis on distance. The Celebrations also bind emigrants to the territory of origin: in some cases they have re-created versions of the ceremonial in the host countries and the inscription would facilitate a renewed dialogue between these communities that live far but are close in the values conveyed by their cultural heritage.

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Structures are ceremonials that, while following the ancient routine procedure passed down from generation to generation, every year give space to human creativity. All the feasts make human creativity a fundamental element by entrusting the construction of processional structures, the creation of music, the choreography, the clothes and the movements of the participants to the bearers of a secular knowledge but equally the spokesmen of a constantly renewed creativity. The exchange, spontaneously chosen and received by the four communities of the celebrations, reflects the processes of exchange and mutual influence which have constantly renewed religious ceremonies from birth. The ceremonies, with the aware initiative of their communities, have chosen dialogue rather than closure to overcome the challenges of globalization and continue to innovate creatively in the footsteps of tradition and culture of exchange that has influnced the Mediterranean basin for thousands of years.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The safeguarding initiatives created and led by communities, by groups and individuals have focused mainly on two major issues.

1. Educational, awareness-raising and information programs, aimed at the general public, in particular young people:

 - Since 2005 there have been twinnings between secondary schools to integrate the educational proposal plans through educational awareness of culture and tradition of celebrations in every city of the Shoulder-borne Processional Structures. 

- Preparation and circulation in the cities of Celebrations of the audiovisual exhibition "The City of the Celebrating Structures" organized by the associations representing the communities. 

- On the occasion of the 2009 Festival of "Candelieri" in Sassari, the exhibition "Waiting for  Candelieri. The paths of culture of Italian tradition" was inaugurated: a collection of photographic and audio-visual materials, enriched with scale models of the processional structures of the network of celebrations.

2. Fostering the transmission of intangible cultural heritage through forums and spaces meant for the performance or expression thereof: 

- 30th  September - 1st October 2006: In Palmi a three-days event is celebrated and the bearers of the processional structures are the protagonists involved in the symbolic transport of one of the Beams used to lift the Varia of Palmi. 

- Every year, during each feast of the Network of the Celebrations, the community spontaneously come together, exchange gifts and engage in dialogue on joint initiatives for the safeguard of an element of the intangible cultural heritage which they consider as unique even if declined in other festive events.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Italy, through the local public institutions, has launched safeguarding initiatives to support the work of the community on two directions.

1. General policy aimed at promoting the function of the intangible cultural heritage in society, and integrating the safeguarding of such heritage into planning Programmes:

It was signed in Nola, on the occasion of the Nola's Lily Festival of 2006, a Memorandum of Understanding between the municipal institutions of the cities of Nola, Palmi, Sassari and Viterbo, which commits the local government for a period of 10 years to support their communities in a series of actions of cultural exchange and promotion of their Celebrations. The drafters of the Memorandum of Understanding represents a connecting link between the group of festive communities and institutions, representing the Community institutions in implementing the policies of safeguard and exploitation, according to a bottom-up logic.

2. Foster scientific, technical and artistic studies, with a view to effective safeguarding of the Intangible cultural heritage:

 - Organisation of the scientific conference "The modernity of culture of tradition: the Shoulder- borne Processional Structures in the third millennium", Palmi, February 23, 2007. 

- Publication of the book "Percorsi culturali e identità ritrovate. La Varia di Palmi e le Grandi Macchine a Spalla italiane ", which contains the proceedings of the network activities up to 2007. 

 - Organization of the meeting of December 10, 2010, Rome. Organized with the support of the City of Rome .

- Organization of the international conference in May 2011.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words

	The communities of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures, according to local and national institutions, have planned safeguarding measures meant to ensure the vitality of heritage and to face possible needs arising from the inscription of the element in the Representative List. The safeguarding measures agreed upon are summarized herein below.

Target I: DOCUMENTATION AND REASEARCH

1. Creation of a documented and multimedia inventory which the community members can participate in and have access to. The 91 inventory records already completed will form the basis for the implementation of the inventory program.

2. Scientific publications and financed research activities. Some representatives of the Celebrations of the Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures attended the international conference "Patrimonio inmaterial. Inventarios: identificatiòn, y Partecipación Comunitaria", 19-21 August 2010, San Cristòbal de Las Casas, Mexico. ISBN 978-607-484-143-5.

3. Adoption of administrative and financial resources to enable dialogue between communities, groups, individuals, research centers, NGOs interested in the safeguarding and vitality of the intangible cultural heritage.

Target II: SAFEGUARD

1. Integration of the plans to protect architectural and urban planning monuments with the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage.

2. Financing of restoration of cultural emergencies linked with the execution of ceremonials.

3. Information campaigns on the objectives of the Convention and the dangers that threaten the elements of intangible cultural heritage. In this regard, on 12th and 13th  February 2011 in Palmi the four communities met for a first meeting to reflect upon the safeguarding and the critical aspects to deal with in future.

4. Creation of economic and financial supports at a regional level in favor of master craftsmen who create the processional structures for the ceremonials and the items related to the feasts. Support should be aimed at favouring apprenticeship based on the model of programs for the recognition of Living Human Treasure.

5. Facilitate the creation of independent and autonomous bodies that gather the heritage holders in order to favor the dialogue between them and the institutions. As in the case of the Fellowship of St. Rosa's Porters, the City Council of Viterbo approved with resolution No. 470 of 28.11.1978, or the case of Nola in which the Body in charge of the "Lily's Festival" was created with resolution No. 75 of 22.11.1996 issued by the City Council.

Target III: PROMOTION AND VALORIZATION

1. Promotion activities at a local level. The Network of the Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures  has intensified its promotion of intangible cultural heritage in every city involved, as happened in "Piazze di Calabria" ("Squares of Calabria") a vast promotional project created by the City of Palmi and the Region of Calabria on 28th September 2006.

2 . Creation of a Forum of the communities of Shoulder-borne Processional Structures for a permanent exchange. The Forum got under way in November 2010 through a series of workshops between the members of the communities.

Target IV: TRANSMISSION

1. Study of solutions able to preserve the traditional oral ways of transmission and encourage them in compliance with the principles of the Convention.

2. Reinforcement of educational projects for schools to make the new generations approach the intangible cultural heritage. At Nola, as in other cities, for years, the schools have been sponsoring an educational initiative called "The school adopts the Celebration" through which young students come into contact with the values and meanings of the local festive traditions. Even in Palmi the "Association 'Mbuttaturi", which collects the bearers of the Varia, organize meetings in schools.

3. Training courses for the development of creative and craftsmanship skills necessary to the vitality of the celebrations. Since 1997, the City Council of Sassari and association "Intergremio", have organized the "Descent of the Young Candle beares," which envisages the participation of young people in all the phases of realization of a Feast for them. In Viterbo, new generations approach the feast through the transport of a small shoulder-borne processional structure.

Target V: MONITORING AND CONTROL OF RESULTS

1. Creation of a committee to monitor and control the results. The Committee is already active on behalf of the Municipalities of the four cities of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures.

2. Regular publication of the report on the monitoring and evaluation of the results. 

The Safeguarding Plan was signed by the municipal administrations of the four cities and by the communities holders of the Celebrations through their representatives. The plan covers a period of 5 years, after which it will be renewed to meet the future needs of the communities.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Italy, at any level of its administration (Municipalities, Regions and States Parties), supported and helped to safeguard the Network of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures, including a future commitment towards communities, groups and individuals bearers of the intangible cultural heritage. At a national level, the Ministry of Culture, through the Scientific Committee for the Promotion of Italian Traditions, supported the plan to safeguard the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures and welcomed the dialogue established between their communities. For this reason, it has already committed to include the feasts in the national inventories and in the activities of documentation and research led by government agencies like the Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation and the National Museum of the Arts and Popular Traditions.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The safeguarding measures envisaged have been agreed on by members of the communities during the many meetings and workshops that have occurred since 2006. The communities holders of the Celebrations have agreed to take a leading role in the safeguarding activities planned and their commitment is demonstrated by the recent initiatives conceived, planned and set up by the  organizations themselves representing the communities:

- the associations of the beares of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures and the citizens present in the cities have worked with the anthropologists who have made an inventory of national feasts.

- The associations, over time, have collected paper, photographic and audiovisual documents on feasts. Documents that represents the memory of tradition and that are about to merge into one big Historic Catalogue of the Celebrations of Shoulder-borne Processional Structures for the communities themselves, in order to create a shared archive for a comparative study. Part of the audio-visual documentation of the associations which subscribe to this documentation has been included into the video presentation of the element attached to this issue.

- Many innovative studies, publications and videos on the feasts are made by the associations.

- The communities have already moved the first steps towards the creation of a permanent Forum of the communities of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures which will also have a virtual version in the form of free, open and participatory blog.

- The disclosure and training seminars on the issue are often made by communities.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Technical and Scientific Coordination of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures  
Name and title of the contact person:

Ms Patrizia Nardi; Mr Francesco D'Uva
Address:

Via  F.A Barone - 89015 PALMI (RC)
Telephone number:

0039 3287923214
Fax number:

0039 0966261516
E-mail address:

patrizia.nardi@i2000net.it; francescoduva@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

The technical and scientific coordination of the Network of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures led by Patrizia Nardi, an active member of the festive community of Palmi and history Professor of the University of Messina, with the scientific advice of Paolo Apolito, anthropologist of the University of Rome, and the technical advice of Francesco D'Uva, IULM University of Milan, has been engaged for years in a concerted protection action plan shared by public institutions and associations holders of the heritage, representing the four festive communities.


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words

	The communities, through the associations by which they are represented, have organized in their cities some meetings in order to freely and consciously join the project to improve the international nature of their feasts. During the meetings a shared agreement was reached on the documents to be submitted to international organizations and a shared approach on the presentation of the Celebrations to be submitted at an international level.

A series of meetings have been organized with the representatives of the four communities in order to set up a shared application dossier created according to bottom-up logics. The meetings, which were presented as seminars, workshops and operative round tables, took place before the final version of the application (the first meeting took place in Nola, on November 20, 2010, other meetings were held in Palmi on February 12-13,  2011). The meetings lasted an entire day and had the following targets:

 - increase the dialogue and exchange between communities;

 - update the participants on the meaning and value of the inscription;

 - find shared lines of presentation of the network of ceremonials in the application form;

 - discuss on the safeguarding plan;

 - submit proposals and planning initiatives necessary to achieve the project mission;

 - plan the subsequent collaboration for the possible inscription;

 - establish a shared conduct to ensure the safeguarding of the systemic element. 

On November 26, 2010 in Cosenza, in the workshop "Calabria towards UNESCO. Varia di Palmi in The Italian Network of the Celebrations of the Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures. The Intangible Etnoanthropologic Heritage: Perspectives and Proposals" public institutions, the anthropologists working in the field and the representatives of the four communities were able to discuss the ways of collaboration in order to work in synergy for the protection of Cultural Heritage, according to the purposes of the Convention.

On December 10, 2010 the representatives of the four communities involved in the application, met in Rome to discuss the method to adopt for the presentation, at an international level, of their intangible cultural heritage. At the end of the meeting, the communities, through the associations representing them, have agreed on a common and shared safeguarding line and communication of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures. The agreed on multi-year safeguarding plan, which also includes the registration in the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, was valuated by the communities themselves through regular meetings organized by a technical and scientific coordination identified by the association of bearers of the heritage with the support of the competent public institutions.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The application of the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures for the registration in the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage was the result of the free initiative of the communities that have participated to it and have signed it. Their free and informed consent, as well as being proven by the entire file, the result of an exchange born and conducted within the communities, is demonstrated by the clear statements attached. In each declaration, the subjects who participated in the application and who represent a huge part of their communities as well as the main groups holders of the intangible cultural heritage, declare the consent and the active and conscious participation to the works of the application, the sharing of the safeguarding plan and the commitment to the current and future deployment on the territory of the values and principles of the Convention.

10 free declarations of the citizien associations in the form of letters signed are attached
1 Declaration of  Mayors of Palmi, Nola, Sassari and Viterbo

1 Declaration of UNPLI (Unione Nazionale Proloco Italiane), ONG UNESCO

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	Access to the element presented is not regulated by routine procedures which restrict the transmission, execution and practices related to it.

Access to the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures has always been free, open and inclusive in order to guarantee to as many community members as possible to actively participate to the ceremony. They are indeed festive events which are feeded by popular participation, a crucial resource to the success of the feast at a physical level (the strenght of the participants for the transport of the processional structures), on both the scenographic and symbolic plants. threfore, all the feasts, besides respecting human rights, in their performance and transmission reflect the Universal Declaration of Human Rights according to which each individual has the opportunity to freely participate in the cultural life of the community. The inclusion in the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, therefore, respects the access and execution practices of public ceremonies and will certainly contribute to the preservation of the element through a greater visibility and, consequently, a greater participation.


	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Organization/ community:
Sodalizio Facchini di Santa Rosa
Name and title of the contact person:
Mr Massimo Mecarini
Address:
Viterbo, Via San Pellegrino 60-62
Telephone number:
0039 3394999245

Fax number:
0039 0761345157

E-mail address:
sodalizio@facchinidisantarosa.it

Other relevant information:
Massimo Mecarini is the referent of the organization of holders of the intangible cultural heritage called "Sodalizio Facchini di Santa Rosa" ("Fellowship of St. Rosa's Porters"), an organization of the city of Viterbo which represents the other associations of this Network that actively participated to the preparation of the application and conceived the safeguarding plan of which where they will be the protagonists.



	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 
Not to exceed 200 words

	The Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures was recently listed in the national inventory on items of intangible cultural heritage kept by the Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation (ICCD), the leading national cataloguing institution affiliated to the Ministry of National Heritage and Culture. The related cards on the Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures are dedicated to demoanthropologic intangible heritage and through a relevation on field and the support of communities, groups and individuals, anthropologists cataloguers have set up 91 numbered cards through which the complexity of these festive events is registered. At ICCD archive the cataloguing records are thus recorded:
 from No. 00813922 to No. 00813946 for the Nola's Lily Festival (24 records);

from No. 00133900 to No. 00133915 for Varia di Palmi (15 records);

from No. 12/01219277 to No. 12/01219298 for the Transportation of the Shoulder-borne Processional Structure of S.t Rosa in Viterbo (21 records);

from No. 20/00159746 to No. 20/00159777 for the Festival of Candle bearers in Sassari (31 records).

The inventory of the Network of Celebrations of Big Shoulder-borne Processional Structures  is regularly updated upon initiative of the communities that participate to the inventory and safeguard of their intangible cultural heritage.

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	ANTERO SANNA C., Sassari. Storia dei Gremi e dei Candelieri, Ass. Arte Cultura e Società, Sassari, 1992;

AUDRA A., Trois meditations sur Sainte Rose de Viterbe, dessins de Eres Sibellato, Louis Rouart et Jacques Watelin, Paris, 1924;

AVELLA L., La Festa dei Gigli. Dalle origini ai giorni nostri, Libreria Editrice Redenzione, Napoli, 1979;

BARBINI B., Sotto col ciuffo. Storia tradizioni e uomini della Macchina di Santa Rosa, Salice, Viterbo, 1983;

BARONE F. A., La Vergine della Sacra Lettera Protettrice di Messina e di Palmi, Napoli, 1896;

CANETTIERI S. – CHIARAVALLI M. – MORELLI A. - SASSI A., Il nuovo miracolo di Santa Rosa. Dal crollo al trasporto in 11 giorni, Sodalizio Fachini-CARIVIT, Viterbo, 2007;

CASTRONOVO V. (a cura di-), Album Italiano. Feste, Grandi Opere Laterza, Bari, 2007;

CELESTINI L., I facchini di Santa Rosa. Una giornata di storia, fede e tradizioni popolari, BetaGamma, Viterbo, 1993;

COSTA E., Sassari, Gallizzi Editore, 1992;

DEL CIUCO S., Storia della Macchina di Santa Rosa, Editrice Cultura, Viterbo, 1989;

D'UVA F., I Gigli di Nola e l'UNESCO. Il patrimonio culturale immateriale tra politiche internazionali e realtà territoriali, Extra Moenia, Nola, 2010;

FALCIONI G., La macchina di Santa Rosa tra cronaca e storia, tip. Quatrini, Viterbo, 1968;

GREGORIO MAGNO, Dialoghi, Città Nuova, Roma, 2001;

LACQUANITI G., La Varia, ed. Giuseppe Palermo, Palmi, 1938;

LACQUANITI L., La Varia. Origine e significato di una caratteristica e folkloristica festa religiosa, Tip. Palermo, Palmi, 1957;

LEONE A., De Nola Patria, tip. Torella, Napoli, 1934;

LOVECCHIO F. - GALLUCCIO T., La Varia. Storia e tradizione, REM Edizioni, Palmi, 2000;

LUCARELLI F. - MAZZACANE L., L’UNESCO et la tutelle du patrimoine immatériel. Les Fêtes Traditionelles – Les Gigli de Nola, Extra Moenia, Nola, 1999;

MARINO F. - ARBITRIO P., Varia. Machina Mundi, Arbitrio Editori, Scilla, 2005;
NARDI P. La Red Italiana de grandes Máquinas che se llevan a Hombro. Proyecto cultural entre las ciudades de las fiestas religiosas con grandes Máquinas, Coloquio Internacional sobre Patrimonio Inmaterial, Istituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, Mexico 2010.
NARDI P., La Transmisión de la tradicion de las fiestas de la Red Italiana de las grandes maquinas a cuestas, in “La Transmision de la tradicion para la salvaguardia y conservación del Patrimonio Cultural”, Istituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, Mexico 2012.
PITTALIS S., I Gremi e la caratteristica processione dei Candelieri, tip. Gallizzi, Sassari, 1921;

PELUSO C. (a cura di), Viterbo. La Macchina di Santa Rosa, Ministero per I Beni e le Attività Culturali – Istituto Centrale per la Demoetnoantropologia, Roma 2011.
RETE DELLE GRANDI MACCHINE A SPALLA ITALIANE (a cura di-), Percorsi culturali e identità ritrovate. La Varia di Palmi e le Grandi Macchine a Spalla Italiane, Rubbettino Editore, Soveria Mannelli, 2007;

RIEFOLO D. - TRIPODI D., Palmi città della Varia, La Piana Editrice, Palmi, 2010;

SABA M. - CAU M., Candelieri, Composita editrice, Sassari, 2008;

TAVOLETTA C., La Macchina di Santa Rosa. Religione e tradizione popolare, Ass.ne Culturale Benclaro, Viterbo, 2009.

	7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Antonella Pasqua RECCHIA
Title:
Secretario Generale
Date:
16 January 2013 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
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