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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	France

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French

This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Limousin septennial ostensions

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable

This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters

	     

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Some people use locally the expression "put the saints on view"

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 

Not to exceed 150 words

	Widely supported by the towns and villages where they are still perpetuated, the Limousin septennial Ostensions are firstly sustained by thirteen confraternities often very ancient among which the Great Confraternity of saint Martial created in 1356, those of saint Loup (1153), and saint Aurélien (1315) in Limoges, those of saint Léonard in Saint-Léonard-de-Noblat (XIth century) or saint Israël and saint Théobald in Le Dorat (1495). These confraternities all belong to the Fédération des confréries limousines. Eight Ostensions' committees, notably in Saint-Junien, Aixe-sur-Vienne and in other places where there is no confraternity, play an essential role in the perpetuation and transmission of this practice. Secondly one should add the municipalities and parishes involved as well as many charities dealing with music, folklore, culture, sports, etc. which, every seventh year, take volontary part in the organisation of the Ostensions.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The element is alive in nineteen places within a territory having historical links with the Limousin, and covering 4 administrative départements in France: Haute-Vienne and Creuse (administrative region : the Limousin), Charente and Vienne (administrative region : Poitou-Charentes). 
In 2009, the Ostensions took place in Haute-Vienne at Aixe-sur-Vienne, Aureil, Chaptelat, Eymoutiers, Javerdat, Le Dorat, Limoges, Nexon, Pierre-Buffière, Rochechouart, Saint-Junien, Saint-Just-le-Martel, Saint-Léonard-de-Noblat, Saint-Victurnien and Saint-Yrieix-la-Perche; in Creuse at Crocq; in Charente at Abzac and Esse; in Vienne at Charroux. 


	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):
M.
Family name:
HOTTIN
Given name:
Christian
Institution/position:
Conservateur du Patrimoine - Adjoint au Département du Pilotage de la Recherche et de la Politique Scientifique
Direction Générale des Patrimoines
Address:
Ministère de la culture et de la communication
Direction Générale des Patrimoines
6, Rue des Pyramides
75001 PARIS
Telephone number:
01-40-15-77-37 / 06-84-33-62-12
E-mail address:

christian.hottin@culture.gouv.fr


	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Ostensions consist of the ostension (from the latin "ostendere", to show) and the worship of relics of Christian saints kept in Limousin churches. They are the demonstration of which the historian Pérouas speaks when he evokes" a religion of the people of Limousin " centered on the cult of the saints.

Ostensions go back to 994, when the "evil of the burning ", due to ergot, parasite in rye, was cured by the ostension, in Limoges, of saint Martial's relics. They adopted in the XVIth century a septennial rythm which exists only in Limousin.

As popular festivities which, in 2009, took place between April 13th and October 4th in 19 places splendidly decorated, they consist of grand ceremonies and processions with reliquaries, flags, banners, great historical figures, sometimes armed guards (Abzac, Le Dorat, Esse) or reconstruction of a primitive forest (Saint-Junien). Take part in it or attend to it the local population, increased by an influx of persons coming from elsewhere and from delegations of the other Ostensions places with their relics and banners. The route of the procession aims at a dual appropriation, that of the territory by the saint and that of the saint by the population.
Limousin Ostensions take place on the initiative of the population represented by confraternities and committees. In Saint-Junien, a town of 12 000 inhabitants, a communist municipality since 1921, the most brilliant Ostensions of Limousin - with 1 500 period costumes- gather more than 100 000 people.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Septennial Ostensions belong to the whole population of Limousin. They are the property of no one in particular, whether it be the Church, representatives of the villages and cities where they take place, confraternities or committees organising them. It is the inhabitants -Christians and non-Christians together- who think themselves as keepers of the tradition that decide to organise Ostensions. They bring to a successful conclusion the long preparatory work and, when the time has come, they join in the festivities in great numbers.

The preparation of Ostensions is really a common enterprise which presupposes the mobilizing of many a category of people who, each one, brings its memory of former Ostensions, knowledge and skill: churchmen, local councillors, charities and volonteers within. Specialised workshops are created more than a year in advance, bringing together special know-hows (paper flowers, decor, costumes..). During the festivities they are joined by choirs, bands, folk groups, as well as by the councils' technical services, gendarmes (security forces), firefighters, the latters to hoist on top of church steeples the Ostensions flag.

Within confraternities and committees are generally found keepers of the memory who are actively involved in the transmission of knowledge, know-how as well as artefacts linked with this practice.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The people from the Limousin still remain the true keepers of the intangible cultural heritage of Ostensions. In each location of Ostensions a general open meeting is called for the launching of the preparation of the Ostensions, often but not always on the initiative of the confraternities and former Ostensions' committees. Significantly the whole process of the preparation of the Ostensions brings together volonteers who offer their support. Reports from the former Ostensions are read and the people take part actively in the discussion offering their memories, mentioning what went well or wrong during the former Ostensions, sometimes bringing photographies, all being of use for the next ones. Each one takes part in the renewal of memory and the preparation of the coming event.

Being the keepers of the memory (both oral and written, whether published or not) and owners of an extensive iconography confraternities as well as Ostensions' committees, play an essential part in the transmission of the practices of the Ostensions and of the knowledge necessary for their performances -ritual shared with the Church, protocol, costumes, decors, itineraries-. Either in their members home or in conservatories the keys of which they are the only keepers, they carefuly keep all different artefacts and costumes only used every seventh year. Nowadays Ostensions committees tend to play the same role as the confraternities' assuming the transmission of objects as well as the memory of the Ostensions. 

	(iv) What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Ostensions assume a threefold function, religious and spiritual, social and cultural.

Religious and spiritual function relies on Ostensions' origins and it is still an important part of Ostensions' reality even if, for many, it is the festive and traditional side which prevails on religious interests.

Ostensions' preparation which gathers volonteers, often during more than a year, contributes to the strenghtening of the social link and is a powerful factor of integration, in particular for the recently arrived inhabitants or the former inhabitants who did not know each other. So, meals are often taken in common on the spot by inhabitants having worked together. The preparation of Ostensions allows to reconstruct the community of origin. They give the opportunity of reunion between those who stayed in the country and those who left, living somewhere else. Numerous family meetings are organized. Local news are then shared and what has been realised for Ostensions is shown with pride.

On the cultural side Ostensions limousines have the peculiarity unique to have adopted the septennial rhythm to which communities are wildly attached. This is a time-marker which holds a strong ethnographic value. This caesura in the local life is anchored in the collective memory. It has become a mark in the evocation of the passing time. We are in the habit of saying: "the year of Ostensions of such or such year " so punctuating the duration of one’s life.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The very definition of the Limousin Septennial Ostensions demonstrates, if need be, that this practice does not go against to the instructions of international human rights instruments. Even more, the intentions -peace, solidarity, tolerance, openness to others- express the very same ideals from which the Declaration of Human Rights originated. Already in the Spring of 1939 Peace had been the theme chosen by the bishop of Limoges. In 1981 at Saint-Leonard-de-Noblat, it was the Human Rights.

The requirement of mutual respect among communities is compatible with the spirit presiding over the preparation of the Ostensions on a territory marked by dechristianisation. The preparation of the Septennial Limousin Ostensions is a grand moment during which the social link is stengthened while differences and antagonisms are rubbed out.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The inscription of the Limousin septennial Ostensions will provide an opportunity to lay stress on an intangible heritage of a specific type consisting in a ritual with a strong connotation with identity. It will reinforce, in Limousin, the knowledge of ICHH which is already supported in the region by the implementation of the program launched by the Aubusson tapestry, inscribed in 2009. 

The popular characteristic of Ostensions which bring together a huge public, national and international, should give a privileged opportunity to spread the knowledge of this type of cultural heritage. Through this example, it would allow to raise awareness of intangible heritage, its form and the importance it means for humanity in a great number of people. It would give the opportunity of letting people know other intangible heritages, showing their variety, and sometimes their fragility. It would be an encouragement to safeguard other intangible heritages not yet recorded.

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The inscription of the Septennial Ostensions will be a sign of recognition which will emphasise the admission into a universal family. 

Apart from its local significance the element brings together communities which proclaim the same patronage. For instance about 1500 places sharing the cult of saint Leonard have been identified in Europe. Every seventh year, foreign delegations attend Saint-Léonard-de-Noblat’s Ostensions. In exchange confraternity, municipality and inhabitants are invited to saint Leonard’s feasts in other regions of France and abroad. This will enable the diffusion of the PCI concept and values. On the occasion of Ostensions in Chaptelat (Haute-Vienne) the society Eureloi which is focused on all types of cult rendered to saint Eloi in many European countries, held its congress in that village. When Ostensions are inscribed on the list of ICH, Eureloi would be an excellent vehicle of knowledge of ICHH, through conferences organised within that frame. 

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words

	Sharing the same type of ritual and practice Ostensions retain each one their characteristics and identity, thus creating a specific community around each place which initiates a dialogue with other communities at the time of the festivity. They respect one another their cultural diversity. The same occurs with foreign confraternities and charities with which links have been developed. Everyone meets and gets to know each other within the festive ritual in spite of their differences. 

Ostensions’ preparation is also a time when creativity increases. The logo of 2009 Ostensions could be mentioned as well as illustrations on envelops which are widely spread which were designed by contemporary Limousin artists such as Jacques Fadat, Jean-Joseph Sanfourche or Roch Popelier.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	A number of safeguarding measures have been taken by the communities over the past decades to ensure the continuation and transmission of the Ostensions.

The Federation of Limousin confraternities was founded in 1975. Coordination, dissemination, safeguarding and renewal are its responsibility. Four other confraternities have been added: Saint-Etienne at Esse, Sainte-Valerie at Limoges (an exclusively femail association), Saints Lucius and Emerite at Abzac, Saint-Côme and Saint-Damien at Pierre-Buffière. During the same period, the organisational committees of Ostensions formed permanent societies.

The Federation lent its support to the training of guides set up by the Haute-Vienne tourism committee. The latter issues a brochure upon the Ostensions every seventh year. In 2009, the Charente committee released a descriptive booklet on the Ostensions in this département. The Limousin Information Center in Paris staged a remarkable exhibition in 2009. In 2012 the médiathèque in Abzac staged an exhibition on Ostensions and the confraternity.

Taking seriously transmission, in 2006, a publication was the result of a day’s seminar widely opened to the public organised by the Federation with the contribution of researchers and academics. The Federation encouraged the publishing of work related to the event, particularly in the course of the Ostensions' year: informative and guide books, mementos of the sequence of event as well as DVD’s.

In 2009 Ostensions year, communication was performed through a great number of written reports in local and national papers and magazines as well as on France3 Limousin-Poitou and by the production of the film ‘Châsses gardées en Limousin’ (Reliquaries kept in Limousin).

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Up to now, the governmental services have not been contributing actively to the safeguard of the Limousin Ostensions, this being mainly done though the unrelenting efforts of the local communities themselves, notably the confraternities and organisational committees backed by local authorities. 

However, the presence in certain Ostensions places of the prefect of the region of Limousin in uniform, demonstrates the interest of the State for Ostensions. We shall notice, besides, that the demonstrations of this scale cannot take place without the authorisation of the authorities and the support of the public services which insure the security and good progress. State and local authorities always brought their support with efficiency and availability.

As for the tangible heritage connected to Ostensions and quite particularly to reliquaries and other ancient important artefacts on the artistic level, the State (Ministry of Culture) contributed to their preservation in listing them in conformance with historic monuments, and by participating in their restoration. Details and photographies of these artefacts are included in documentary sites of the State, namely the Palissy site. Regional authorities, also, brought a big support, mostly material, in the safeguarding of this element of the immaterial cultural heritage of Limousin. Besides, in 2009, the department of the Inventory of the Limousin region contributed actively to the photographic cover of the various Ostensions, by appointing a talented photographer, so constituting an iconographic reference base.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed

This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words

	Several projects intended to maintain and ensure transmission of the intangible heritage, as well as tangible of Limousin septennial Ostensions will give work to think about to confraternities, committees and volunteers together with official agencies in the years to come. Two of these projects concern the two forms of the heritage, intangible as well as tangible. Through a better knowledge of the content of the heritage investigated the communities concerned aim at protecting Ostensions from a possible alteration that would affect their meaning and their innermost characteristics. 

Drawing up an inventory of hymns and canticles

The first project concerns intangible heritage, specifically the music related to the Ostensions, the course of which requires an important musical accompaniment. The various ceremonies inside the churches as well as the processions outside are punctuated by hymns related to saints locally venerated.

It is planned that an inventory of the texts and music of all the canticles sung during the Ostensions over the past centuries should be drawn up. The origin of some is unknown; others are identified more accurately.  This record should use the memory of members of the confraternities and Ostensions’ committees. For a better dissemination, it would be produced both in digitilised and printed form, with recordings on CD’s or DVD’s. This would make known works, some of which very popular, and safeguard those which might run the risk of eluding collective memory, for want of ever being used.

- Drawing up an inventory of artefacts related to the Ostensions

Further than the intangible aspect of the Septennial Limousin Ostensions it seems essential to be concerned with tangible heritage closely linked with this practice. Sometimes the link with intangible heritage is very close (protocol, ritual, etc.). The point at issue is to examine and check carefully the entire collection of the irreplaceable or less precious objects in use during the Ostensions. Some of them –especially the reliquaries found in churches- have been officially listed, but many of them, in the possession of private individuals and associations, make up an artistic and ethnological heritage, sometimes little-known, but worth being identified, preserved and handed down to posterity, like flags, banners, plaques, candlesticks costumes, and all representations depicting historical parades. It seems essential, not only to be familiar with this heritage –at time in danger of dying out- but also to take preventive measures of preservation for the benefit of future generations and envisage a plan running over several years for the restoration of the pieces found in poor condition. These operations should be conducted under the supervision and with the assistance of the Limousin regional agency in charge of the inventory.

- Devising effective identification

It is suggested that an appropriate identification should be placed at the entrance of each village or town associated with the Ostensions, indicating that in this place, the Ostensions are still a living tradition and belong to the intangible cultural heritage authenticated by UNESCO. This identification will not use the UNESCO and Convention emblems. Such signs could advertise the local historical traditions.

- Promoting a more extensive knowledge of the Ostensions

Part of its safeguard is contingent on the transmission of the specific nature of the heritage. A better understanding of this long tradition and of its constantly renewed expression in the present time can confirm the attachment one feels for it and the pride one takes in sharing the revival every seventh years of a unique element of the Limousin heritage. Consequently, all this implies necessarily editing publications and making intensive use of Internet. The Federation of Limousin confraternities and some of the confraternities have already started working on new sites. Finally, apart from publications of information destined to pupils and young people it is projected to organise in 2015 an important symposium widely open to communities whose contributions should be published.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words

	When the communities represented by confraternities and the ad hoc committees submitted the above detailed project, they had been aware that they were doing their utmost to safeguard this heritage and that they were concurrently joining State's policy, counting on its contribution both financial and academic. 

Inventory of songs, hymns and canticles

This inventory will be made with the support of State agencies, such as local academies of music and specialised libraries.

Inventory of artefacts related to Ostensions

Heritage inventory is part of France’s cultural policy. It is clear that committing oneself to this task meant inevitably applying for the assistance of the government’s Ministry of Culture and the local authorities. This assistance will be considered as a guarantee of the good quality of the operation as it had been designed. On this account, the "Région"’s department for the Inventory has been associated with the preliminary deliberation and had accepted to back the project.

The State should play an important role in deciding that some of these objects linked with the Ostensions should be listed as "Monuments historiques".

Effective identification

Installing an effective identification it is expected to have the financial and technical support of the State. 

Promoting a more extensive knowledge of the Ostensions

As before this policy of communication will be supported by touristic agencies of the State and local authorities and by Universities and schools. The State could also promote keepers of the memory of Ostensions.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The above mentioned safeguarding measures have been originated, discussed and adopted within the 13 confraternities and 8 Ostensions’ committees during different open meetings. It was all the more important for these measures to indicate a common desire and shared determination as most of the operations agreed upon by all the members of the different communities imply their taking part in their implementation. Working groups have been set up during 2011 bringing together competent volonteers for the implementation of the projects linked with safeguarding and transmitting.

Furthermore the constitution of a follow-up committee is foreseen.
Its mission should focus on :

-being the correspondant of the French State, and through it, of UNESCO, regarding the Septennial Limousin Ostensions;

-acting to ensure the implementation of safeguarding measures;

-acting for the upkeeping of the Ostensions in a coherent way , safeguarding at the same time each one's characteristics;

-encouraging and helping their taking place

This new committee should include representatives of the Federation of Limousin confraternities, confraternities and committees which organise the Ostensions, the State and local bodies, chambers of commerce, firms and persons who bring their support to Ostensions.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding

Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:
Fédération des Confréries limousine
Name and title of the contact person:
M. Jacques Perot, président de la Fédération
Address :

1, place du Présidial
87000 Limoges
Telephone number:
0033 (0)6.70.15.68.74
E-mail address:
jacques.perot@orange.fr


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words

	On 15 November 2009, one of the vice-presidents of the Federation addressing the Assembly of the confraternities and committees in charge of the 2009 Ostensions, proposed to stand for the Ostension’s registration on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

The Federation’s initiative won unanimous support through an enthusiastic vote by the Assembly chaired by the Bishop of the diocese of Limoges. Thus, this initiative was supported by all the thirteen confraternities and eight committees representing all of the nineteen localities mentioned in D. Not only did the various confraternities and committees formally approve this nomination and send letters of support (annexed to this document) but they also contributed to its preparation.

All along 2009, some information had been informally disseminated within members of confraternities and committees, thus being able to discuss freely on the possible candidature of Limousin septennial Ostensions for the inscription on the representative list of intangible heritage of UNESCO.

Another meeting with around 60 participants took place on 24 March 2010 at the Limoges and Haute-Vienne Chamber of Commerce, where the curator.in charge of the Intangible Heritage at the Ministry of Culture and Communication, came to explain what the concept was, and the procedures that were to be followed for the nomination on the representative list of Intangible Cultural heritage of Humanity. Then, a steering committee was set up, comprising representatives of the confraternities and committees which organized the 2009 Ostensions, and other personalities such as  a priest officiating in the Limousin, a former president of the Chamber of Commerce, a university professor, an archivist, a museum specialist and a communication expert. They set for themselves to compile the nomination dossier in the course of numerous working sessions held either in Limoges or in Paris. The board of the Federation of Limousin confraternities was regularly informed of the progress of the dossier bringing suggestions and amendments.

The fact should be stressed that, besides those committees, a number of the local authorities’ representatives and official bodies have been consulted and have supported the nomination such as the Préfet of Limousin, the President of Limousin regional assembly,  the Limoges Mayor, the Regional Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Limoges and Departmental Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Haute-Vienne, the regional Chamber of Commerce and Industry,  the Chamber of skills and craftsmanship, members of the national Assembly.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	Copies of the letters testifying to the support of the different communities attached to the perpetuation of the Ostensions and backing their nomination on the Representative List of UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage are appended to this document : namely, Aixe-sur-Vienne, Chaptelat, Eymoutiers, Javerdat, Le Dorat, Limoges, Nexon, Pierre-Buffière, Rochechouart, Saint-Junien, Saint-Just-le-Martel, Saint-Leonard de Noblat, Saint Victurnien and Saint-Yriex-la Perche in the Haute-Vienne; Crocq in the Creuse; Abzac and Esse in the Charente, and Charroux in the Vienne. Those from the city of Limoges or consular bodies such as the Chambers of Trade (Chambre de commerce et d'industrie de la région Limousin, la Chambre de Commerce et d’Industrie de Limoges et de la Haute-Vienne, la Chambre des Métiers de la région limousine). have been added herewith.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	As far as the Limousin septennial Ostensions are concerned, it should be noted that there are no esoteric practices associated with them. All the communities involved are fully aware of all the habits and traditions attached to them.

	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Organization/ community:
Fédération des confréries limousines
Name and title of the contact person:
Jacques Perot
Address :
1 place du Présidial, 87000 Limoges
Telephone number :
06 70 15 68 74
E-mail address :
confreries.limousines@orange.fr


	Organization/ community:
Confrérie des saints Lucius et Emerite d'Abzac
Name and title of the contact person:
Paul Mathé, premier bayle
Address :
Mairie, 16500 Abzac


	Organization/ community:
Les Amis d'Arliquet (Ostensions d'Aixe-sur-Vienne)
Name and title of the contact person:
M. André Bobet
Address :
16 place Aymard Fayard, 87700 Aixe-sur-Vienne


	Organization/ community:
Comité des Ostensions d'Aureil
Name and title of the contact person:
abbé Mallet-Guy, président
Address :
Place Soneja, 87220 Boisseuil


	Organization/ community:
Confrérie Saint-Eloi en Limousin de Chaptelat
Name and title of the contact person:
Gilbert Tromas, président
Address :
Les Combes, 87270 Chaptelat


	Organization/ community:
Comité ostensionnaire de Charroux
Name and title of the contact person:
Bernard Loix président
Address :
4 rue de l'Eglise, 86250 Charroux


	Organization/ community:
Mairie de Crocq
Name and title of the contact person:
J. Longchambon
Address :
23260 Crocq


	Organization/ community:
Comité d'organisation des Ostensions à Eymoutiers
Name and title of the contact person:
Michel Marliangeas, Président
Address :
Mairie, 87120 Eymoutiers


	Organization/ community:
Comité des Ostensions St Blaise
Address :
87520 Javerdat


	Organization/ community:
Confrérie de St Israël et de St Théobald
Name and title of the contact person:
M. Sylvain Marsaudon, syndic
Address :
10 bd des Pyrénées, 87210 Le Dorat


	Organization/ community:
Confrérie de Saint-Aurélien (Limoges)
Name and title of the contact person:
J. Duchaine, 1er syndic
Address :
Le Gondeau, 87170 Isle


	Organization/ community:
Grande Confrérie de Saint-Martial (Limoges)
Name and title of the contact person:
Jean-Marie Barataud, premier bayle

Address :
1 place du Présidial, 87000 Limoges



	Organization/ community:
Confrérie des porteurs de la chasse de Saint-Martial (Limoges)
Name and title of the contact person:
Marc-Olivier Grasset, premier chef

Address :
66 rue Beaumarchais, 87100 Limoges



	Organization/ community:
Confrérie de Saint-Loup (Limoges)
Name and title of the contact person:
Christian Darnajou, premier bayle
Address :
9 rue Paul Derignac, 87000 Limoges


	Organization/ community:
Confrérie Sainte Valérie (Limoges)
Name and title of the contact person:
Ginette Marzet, présidente
Address :
La Borderie, 87240 Saint-Sylvestre


	Organization/ community:
Confrérie Saint-Maximin
Name and title of the contact person:
Jean-Noël Cau, syndic
Address :
22 rue de Beaulieu, 87190 Magnac-Laval


	Organization/ community:
Confrérie limousine Saint-Côme-Saint-Damien
Name and title of the contact person:
Alain Jouhanneaud, premier bayle

Address :
9 rue Pierre Reymond, 87000 Limoges



	Organization/ community:
Comité des ostensions de Rochechouart
Name and title of the contact person:
J.-Y Rougier et Fr. Granet

Address :
La Gerbe, 10 rue Romain Rolland, 87600 Rochechouart



	Organization/ community:
Comité des ostensions de Saint-Junien
Name and title of the contact person:
Gildas Bernard, président

Address :
10 avenue Anatole France87200 Saint-Junien



	Organization/ community:
Comité des Ostensions de Saint-Just-le-Martel
Name and title of the contact person:
Georges Theillaud, président
Address :
20 route de Lathonie, 87590 Saint-Just-le-Martel


	Organization/ community:
Comité des ostensions de Saint-Léonard
Name and title of the contact person:
Michel Braem, président
Address :
ancienne école de la Grange, 87400 Saint-Léonard-de-Noblat



	Organization/ community:
Confrérie de Saint-Léonard
Name and title of the contact person:
Daniel Vallet, 1er bayle
Address :
2 cité Léon Bétoulle, 87000 Limoges


	Organization/ community:
Comité des ostensions de Saint-Victurnien
Name and title of the contact person:
Bernard Chabaud, président
Address :
9 rue Pierre de Coubertin, 87420 Saint-Victurnien


	Organization/ community:
Confrérie de Saint-Etienne d'Esse
Name and title of the contact person:
Jean-Marie Courivaud, 1er bayle
Address :
rue des écoles, 16500 Esse


	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 

Not to exceed 200 words

	Identification: Inventory of ICH in France. 

Agency: Ministry of Culture (General Directorate of Heritage - Steering and Research Department) 

The principle of this inventory is to be drawn up with the participation of the communities concerned and, generally, community members are the authors of their own inventory sheet. This was the case for the inventory sheet on the Limousin septennial Ostensions, written at the request and by the working group coordinated by the Fédération des confréries limousines that developed this file.

Inclusion and update: Limousin septennial Ostensions was included in the inventory in 2011. This inventory is an open process, with no limit on the number of elements registered, and the data on which can be continuously updated at the request of and with the participation of the communities concerned. This will be the case for the Limousin septennial Ostensions, for which the online data will be complemented and enriched in the framework of the safeguarding measures provided for in paragraph 3.b (i). 

Address of the website at which the inventory is available:

http://www.culturecommunication.gouv.fr/Disciplines-et-secteurs/Patrimoine-culturel-immateriel/Inventaire-en-France/Inventaire/Fiches-de-l-inventaire-du-patrimoine-culturel-immateriel/%28offset%29/1
[Address updated on 25/07/2012]

You can find the sheet of the Septennal ostensions in the part of the inventory called "pratiques rituelles".

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON LIMOUSIN SEPTENNIAL OSTENTIONS

ALLARD (J.-M.) et CAPOT (S.), Une histoire des ostensions en Limousin / The Ostensions : a religious festival unique in the Limousin, Limoges, Culture et patrimoine en Limousin, 2007.

ARDANT (M.), Des ostensions : origines de ces solennités religieuses, dates des principales, détails sur leurs cérémonies, les reliques et les reliquaires, Limoges, Barbou, 1848.

BROUSSE (V.) et GRANDCOING (P.), Ostensions, un siècle de photographies, Limoges, Culture et patrimoine en Limousin, 2009.

CAPOT (S.) et d’HOLLANDER (P.), (dir.), Confréries et confrères en Limousin du Moyen-Age à nos jours, Pulim, 2009

DEVALETTE (J.), BARRIERE (B.), COMET (G.) et CONTE (P.), La peste de feu : le Miracle des Ardents et l’ergotisme en Limousin au Moyen Age, Limoges, Archea, 1994.

D’HOLLANDER (P.), « Le culte des saints limousins au XIXe siècle », TRICARD (J.), GRANDCOING (P.) et CHANAUD (R.) (dir.), Le Limousin, pays et identités : enquêtes d’histoire de l’Antiquité au XXIe siècle, Limoges, Pulim, 2006, p. 375-383.
« Les Ostensions limousines », Ethnologie française, (dir. LAUTMAN F.), t. XIII, n°4, octobre-décembre 1983.

GATÉ (M.), Confrérie de Saint-Israël et Saint-Théobald, Le Dorat : historique, ostensions, règlement et statuts, Le Dorat, Confrérie de Saint-Israël et Saint-Théobald, 2000.

GATINEAU (C.), Le Grand livre des Ostensions limousines : 2009, Saint-Aignant, Les éditions du sable fin, 2009

GRAVE DU BOURG (M.C.), TEXIER (A.), Les clés des Ostensions Limousines et Marchoises, Limoges 2009.

Guide du pèlerin de l’an 2000 au tombeau de saint Martial en l’église de Saint-Michel-des-Lions de Limoges, Limoges, Grande confrérie de Saint-Martial, 2000.

GUIBERT (L.), « Les ostensions »,  Almanach limousin, 1862, p. 64-71 et 1863, p. 74-87.

LAUTMAN (F.), « Le territoire des reliques », dans Annales de Bretagne et des pays d’ouest, t. 90, n°2, 1983, p. 221-232 [sur les ostensions de Saint-Junien].

LAUTMAN (F.), « Saint-Léonard des protections à la tradition »,  Autrement. Série Mutations, n°115, mai 1990, p. 114-119.

LEMAITRE (J.-L.), « Saint Martial intercesseur, d’après les miracles de 1388 »,  MOEGLIN (J.-M.) (dir.), L’intercession du Moyen Age à l’époque contemporaine, Genève, Droz, 2004, p. 157-169.
MINGAUD (A.), Ostensions limousines, Saint-Paul, Lucien Souny, 2006.
PEROT ( J.), « Les Ostensions limousines », Colloque Droit et patrimoine culturel immatériel, Musée du quai Branly, 13-14 janvier 2011

PEROUAS (L.), Les Limousins, leurs saints, leurs prêtres, du XVe au XXe siècle, Paris, Le Cerf, 1988.

PEROUAS (L.), Une religion des Limousins ? Approches historiques, Paris, L’Harmattan, 1993.

PERRIER (A.), « Une manifestation populaire de religiosité en Limousin : les ostensions septennales », dans Bulletin de la Société archéologique et historique du Limousin, t. 101, 1974, p. 119-156.

PLAINEMAISON, J. «Les processions ostensionnaires limousines », Congrès de Europae Thesauri, Angers, 2011 and Lemouzi, n° 204, 2013

ROBINNE (P.-E.) (dir.), Légende dorée du Limousin : les saints de la Haute-Vienne, Limoges, Culture et patrimoine en Limousin, 1993 (coll. « Cahiers du Patrimoine, n°36).

RONDEAU (D.), préf., PLAINEMAISON (J.), intr. , DUPUY (J-C.) et GATINEAU (Ch.), Phot. Le Grand Livre des Ostensions Limousines, Tulle 2009.

TINTOU (M.), « Les témoins de l’identité limousine : les ostensions »,  Lemouzi, n°165, janvier 2003, p. 21-50.

	7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:
Daniel RONDEAU

Title :
Ambassadeur, Délégué permanent de la France auprès de l’UNESCO

Date :
14 February 2013 (revised version)
Signature :
<signé>



