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MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITEE

identify the

UNESCO PARIS

We, members of the Pro Madre Maiz Committee, Parliamentarians and direct transmitters
PA'CH CEREMONY, reiterate the fact that we have given our total consent for the

Ministry Culture and Sports to present the Pa'ch Ceremony Candidacy before
UNESCO.

Based on the aforementioned and through the work process developed~by the Ministry, in
2009 2010 we provided information that facilitated the creation of the candidacy file.
We such consent in order for the traditions that our ancestors practiced for many
\lo~re and that we have been practicing for over 60 years to continue existing in the
community of Pedro Sacatepequez, San Marcos. We also gave our consent because
we are confident that the principals of respect towards people and nature currently need to

nrl"lil"Y'll"l,tQ.f1 urgently. In addition, the multicultural interrelation that promotes their practice
will allow us strengthen a democratic relationship within the San Pedro community and
in Guatemala in general.

blQQe:st ('flrO~irn is see adults, young people and children practlc:InQ the traditions that
Pedro community worldwide.

in InIC:lpalllty of San Pedro Sacatepequez,

Paach Ceremony
[Fingerprint]

{'f"c:o,nto Miranda

the Madre
Parliamentarian

on March 20th of 2012.





ACTA NUJ\fERO: CERO VEINTlCUATRO DOS DOCE Sesi6n Publica
Ordinaria celebrada por del de San Pedro Sa(:ate:pe(~ue,z, D1eplllUllme:nto

San el dia de Marzo del ano por el Senor AIl;al(lC IvluniciJpaJ,
Emriqlle Bautista con asistencia de los Senores Sindicos

Contapor Sandra . Licenciado Edward Paill Navarro Merida y de los
slg,uicmtl;s C:oncejales: 1°. Bachiller Industrial y Perito Electricidad Oziel Jeremias Orozco Godinez, 2°.
Perito Contador Otoniel de Ensefianza Media Juan Pablo Miranda
,,,,,mu,,, 4° Licenciada Dora Maria . Profesor Mario Moises Fuentes apellido), 6°.
Afiquitec1to Hector Ivan De Ensenanza Juan G6mez
Maldonado. Estando suscribe la Perito Contador
Artemio Saul Bautista en el Salon de Honor

procedi6 de la El
~VJ"v'-'IV lVluflllcipal del de San
CONSIDERANDO: costumbres y tradiciones que
por muchos aflos han si do de nuestro mUlnic:ipio,
atendiendo haciendo uso de que
corltlere el Plan de la propue:sta

Candidatura del Ceremonial de un econ6mico por
Callti(lad de actividades y que

Ministerio de Cultura 1I· Lo que le a la
Mlmi,:iplllidlad, se ell Cultura y
lJepOltes COil el apoyo de Casa de la Cultura se utilizaran

~~ ~ ~



TRANSLATION

Municipality of San Sacatepequez

Department of San Marcos
Telephones: 77601213, 77601017

Telefax: 77604380

THE UNDERSIGNED MUNICIPAL SECRETARY OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

OF MUNICIPALITY OF SAN PEDRO SACATEPEQUEZ, DEPARTMENT OF

SAN MARCOS, CERTIFIES: TO HAVE BEFORE HIM MUNICIPAL COUNCIL'S

BOOK OF ORDINARY AND EXTRAORDINARY MEETINGS CONTAINING THE

MINUTES WHICH STATE THE FOLLOWING:

NUMBER: ZERO TWENTY-FOUR DASH TWO THOUSAND

(024-2012). Ordinary Public Meeting held by the Municipal Council of the

Municipality of San Pedro Sacatepequez, Department of San Marcos, on March twenty

second of two thousand twelve, presided by Municipal Mayor Carlos Enrique Bautista

Godinez, and witb the presence of Municipal Representatives: 1. Expert Accountant Sandra

Mansa Ochoa Fuentes and 2. Edward Paul Navarro Merida, and City Councilors: I. Oziel

Jeremias 'Jl'JL'-V Godinez who has a degree in Industrial Engineering and is an expert in

2. Expelt Accountant Fredy Otoniel Miranda Bautista, 3. Secondary School

Pablo Miranda Ramos, 4. Dora Maria Lopez 5. Teacher Mario

MOlses Fuentes (no other last name), 6. Architect Ivan Santisteban Orozco, 7.

~e(~ondaJ~V School Teacher Juan Elpidio Gomez Maldonado. This meeting was held at 17

hours fifteen minutes in the Municipal Honor Room and we proceeded as follows:-----

~~~~~ CONSIDERING: That its primary duty is to

stn~n.Q,the:n customs and traditions that have been part the culture and traditions of the

inhabitants for many years and due to a requirement made by the Municipal

Municipal Council the Municipality of Sacatepequez, Department

Marcos. based on the powers conferred by the Mlmicipal unanimously



Plan on the proposal for the application to

a Candidate, including an eqonomic contribution of

(Q.8,OOO.OO), support for all the activities, and management

tasks out by the Ministry of Culture and Sports before such organization.

the Municipality's duties shall be delegated to the Education, Intercultural Bilingual

Education, Culture and Sports Commission with support provided by the San Pedro House

of Culture. That in regards to approved expenses, the funds obtained from the budget

that has been assigned to this Municipality for the two thousand thirteen fiscal year shall

used. this agreement shall enter into force immediately. To be transcribed.

Illegible signatures. Corresponding seals.- -----------------------------------------------------------

rn.HUJL.J. 1- To approve

the Pa'ch to

COPY ON

PEDRO

OF TWO

USES DEEMED CONVENIENT, THIS

PAPER FROM THE MUNICIPALITY OF

ISSUED ON NOVEMBER TWENTY-NINTH

AND FOR

A HEADED

SACATEPEQUEZ WAS

THOUSAND TWELVE.

[Illegible signature]

P.C. Artemio Saul Bautista

[Seal:] - GUATEMALA,

Department of Marcos

[Illegible signlatul'ej

Approved by Carlos "nl'ln"p Bautista Uo(:1im~z

MAYOR

Pedro Sacatepequez Department of San M~lrc()s

the on:gmal d()CUmellt, I

and assuming no responsibility wh,ats()ev,cr

this Sworn Translation and hereunto set my

DeCeU!lbe:r, two thcmSl,md twelve.

contents

Wilkin de Melendreras
Tl'lIductora Jurada e Interprete

R<lg. 31·9·90



Angeles r",liifnrnb March

Mr. Attorney.

Minister of Culture and Sports, Guatemala.

Mr. Batzin;

great pleasure I would to inform you that in a session with board members of our

nl"cr:::.ni.,,;:;'tinln· ~I-::>h"l"nirl::>rlShecana, in Los Angeles California, we have concluded that; "We ab~;ollJtelly

by the Ministry of culture and sports carried out on of Government

GuatE!m,jla,1I to promote the submission of the Ritual La declared Int::lnl:>ihlp

v,,"~"';'" Nations Education Fund process

fWI:>::lr.i7::.tir.n'<: commitment be m;~in't::ljlnjn,v

activities to ::'clll;:~Udl its hkjrClriir::l1 content. To do we

d';:;<:<:l",r\CI,n friendly seminars and culturaluu",rl<':hr\r\<: to propagate its truest

p)(rlrp'~<:ir:ln will be given in English and Spanish Idlll'>U(~l'>e:>.

the environment.

speaks of

de,dicatedto the worship corn,

It a motivation toin thisis

We with the necessary tools to pn)dlJCe

co~)m,on,aut:icaIlJscientific and m\l'stlcal

In SUIPPIJrt any initiative

do a sciEO'ntitic res,eBlrch on elements and l"pl';::ltlnnc:hln

Sincer~elv yours.



SAMPEDRAN ASOCiATiON
flRENACIMIENTO ACSARE#

San Pedro Sacatepequez, San Marcos. Tel: 7760-5044 -5737 -4688
Nifio_ferrer@hotmail.com

Mr. Carlos DdleL.lll

Minister
Ministry of Culture
His Office

Dear Mr. Minister:

The Municipality San Pedro Sacatepequezj San Marcos, is located in the Torchum Valley and
its inhabitants are descendants from Mam ethnic group; we are aware of the great legacy
that the Mayan culture has contributed development ofthe humanity.

The Paach Ceremonial constitutes a clear example of how the Mayan cosmogony is a key value
for the conservation of environment that ensures the permanency of humanity in this
planet.

It is because of this reason that this As:;oc:iation includes, within the celebration of the "Day of
the Sampedran Identity" every June , the representation of the Paach Dance, to remind the
community visitors the that the human has for mother nature for the
yearly crops.

In this sense, we fully support the candidacy of the Paach Ceremonial, presented by our
country to UNESCO to be declared as Intangible Heritage of Humanity; and we also commit
ourselves to responsible work for its safeguard. This important declaration by this important
organization honors the people that to preserve its identity from neoliberal politics and
globalized economies seek to take from the peoples their traditions and customs. The
Paach Ceremonial constitutes for the Sampedran people, one of the few cultural elements that
the Spanish conquest left; since not only they took from us our language and ancestral names,
but also a president declared us "Ladinos by DecfE!e"

We hope

Best regards,

endorsement to a traditiion rplr.>hr::lt'",rI for over five hundred years is
decisions by the cOlnpetl::nt :::lll'th,.,rit",

Prof. Noel Neftali Navarro Miranda




