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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Japan

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters 

	Nachi no Dengaku, a religious performing art held at the Nachi fire festival

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters 

	那智の田楽: 那智の火祭りで演じられる神事芸能

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	--

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 

Not to exceed 150 words 

	Those who transmit Nachi no Dengaku are members of the Association for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku who have acquired the art and perform it to the public. The Association was identified as a preservation organization when Nachi no Dengaku was designated as an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property in 1976 based on the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.  
At Kumano Nachi Shrine where Nachi no Dengaku is performed are religious professionals, responsible for offering an opportunity and place to perform Nachi no Dengaku to the public.
The local people attend public performances of Nachi no Dengaku, and offer financial support such as donations to the Preservation Association or to Kumano Nachi Shrine. Wakayama Prefecture and Nachikatsuura Town hold exchanges with transmitters and those at Kumano Nachi Shrine, and transmit Nachi no Dengaku by offering guidance and assistance to solve any problems or issues relating to transmission.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.
Not to exceed 150 words 

	Nachi no Dengaku is transmitted in Nachikatsuura Town, Wakayama Prefecture. The town lies southeast of Wakayama Prefecture in central Honshu. A large part of the prefecture is the Kii Mountain Range, a mountainous area with 1000 - 2000m mountains spreading in every direction.  The rough landscape is well developed, and because of that a form of deification emerged in ancient times, a belief that the mountains and waterfalls are gods or spiritual beings. After Buddhism was introduced people began to believe in the area as a place for Buddhist disciples.  Nachi no Dengaku is a folk performing art with a deep connection to Kumano Sanzan, one of many sacred sites in the area that was established against such a historical background. It is performed on a special stage inside Kumano Nachi Shrine during annual festivities on July 14th.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.


E-mail address

	:

	shiokawa@bunka.go.jp


	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s)

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not to exceed 250 words 

	Nachi no Dengaku is a performing art expressed by the local people through ritual dancing to flute music and beating drums to wish for an abundant harvest of rice crops. The repertoires, manner of dance and music have been fixed through its long tradition. In 1976 it was designated as an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property, and is currently recognized as an important cultural heritage that represents trends in Japanese people's way of living.  

It is performed on a stage of approximately 4m square, temporarily installed during a festival in "Kumano Nachi Taisha," a tutelage shrine in the region. The festival is known nationwide as the Nachi Fire Festival, and Nachi no Dengaku is recognised as an important tradition that is a key component of the festival.

Nachi no Dengaku is performed by one flute player, 4 drummers with drums around their waists, 4 players of "Binzasara," a musical instrument that is only used during Dengaku, and 2 others.  The flute player performs at the side, while 8 to 10 performers appear on stage and dance in accordance with the drums and Binzasara. They change their formation in various ways, by swapping positions, dancing in a circle or symmetrically. There are 22 repertoires, each performed in 45 minutes.  

The Binzasara is 8cm by 2cm, 1cm thick and is made by stringing together around 70 wooden plates.  The dancer holds each handle of the Binzasara, and dances while making a sound by moving the wooden plates like a wave.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not to exceed 250 words 

	Nachi no Dengaku is currently performed and transmitted by the Association for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku.  The head of the Association and some of the members are Shinto priests at Kumano Nachi Shrine, but in principle the Association consists of residents and natives of Nachisanku where Kumano Nachi Shrine is based. Originally the Association members were mainly groups of young men living in Nachisanku but as the number of young people in the area has recently decreased, OBs from the young mens' groups, or Nachisanku natives who have moved to the neighbourhood have become members, and are helping to transmit the element. There are currently 60 members, men in their 30s to 70s.  Many work as businessmen in companies, or are owners (or owners' family members) of souvenir shops for tourists. 

The flute, drum and Binzasara all have key roles in Nachi no Dengaku, and Association members who also transmit the element must know how to play them. Drummers will become drum teachers, and those who played the Binsazara will go on to become instructors. Because the flute is difficult to master, there is one Shinto priest on hand at Kumano Nachi Shrine who has experience performing Gagaku, a traditional type of Japanese music. 

Nachi no Dengaku is performed during the Nachi Fire Festival. 12 giant torches attract the most attention and can only be carried by Association members. Those who transmit Nachi no Dengaku have an important responsibility in supporting the festival as well. 

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words 

	Records show that Nachi no Dengaku ended twice. The first was in 1581, when all costumes and equipment were destroyed by fire, leaving no choice but to bring things to an end, but in 1599 Nachi no Dengaku was revived through the efforts of those involved. The second time was after the expulsion of Buddhism from Japan during the Meiji Restoration, but local requests and the strong insistence of experts revived Nachi no Dengaku in 1921. Although it stopped, the equipment was saved thanks to those involved, and luckily a flute expert could remember the dances and flute music, so revival was possible.   In line with this, masters who had taught Nachi no Dengaku made records in writing for certain transmission. They are housed in Kumano Nachi Shrine even today, and are being transmitted as an important material.  

The Association for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku was established in 1921 and became a Preservation Association following the designation of Nachi no Dengaku as an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property in 1976. Practises are held in Kumano Nachi Shrine, one month before July 14th when Nachi no Dengaku is performed. As the Association members work, practices are held in the evening after work. Every year the Association films and photographs its public performances at the festival for their practices. The Association is also working towards better ways of transmitting by actively participating in Wakayama Prefecture's Folk Performing Arts Festival to motivate transmitters, and increasing the amount of practices.  

	(iv) What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words 

	Nachi no Dengaku has been transmitted against a backdrop of a belief in Kumano Sanzan, beginning with Kumano Nachi Shrine. The local people and transmitters respect and worship the shrine as a source of mental and spiritual comfort in their daily lives. Performing Nachi no Dengaku there smoothly each year during festivities is a duty, a responsibility, a huge joy and something that brings them a sense of spiritual well-being. Nachi no Dengaku is acknowledged as a necessary performing art at the festival so transmitting and performing it in line with people's expectations is, for the transmitters, an important occasion to reacknowledge the significance of their own existence. 

Kumano Sanzan is a sacred area representative of Japan. The fire festival in which Nachi no Dengaku is performed functions both inside and outside the region as a symbol of the area. The local people and transmitters perform Nachi no Dengaku, take part in the fire festival, and watch.  This increases their sense of belonging and strengthens bonds within the community.
Nachi no Dengaku must be performed regularly as part of the shrine's festivities to pray for a good harvest. Behind this is the Japanese people's belief in the God of the rice fields (the main staple dish of the Japanese being rice). Transmitting Nachi no Dengaku allows even more Japanese people, supporting regions and societies, and the Preservation Association that directly transmits Nachi no Dengaku, to further deepen their understanding of Japanese society and culture.  

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words 

	Nachi no Dengaku does not include any features leading to sexual or racial discrimination, and it has no fear of provoking intolerance or exclusion of specific religious or ethnic groups. Therefore, inscription of the element on the "Representative List" is compatible with existing international human rights instruments, as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals. It is also compatible with the requirements of sustainable development, as it does not cause excessive collection or usage of specific natural resources or materials.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words 

	In areas where Nachi no Dengaku is practiced, inscription on the Representative List would further raise awareness of intangible cultural heritage, as the prefecture and town will make efforts to maintain the validity of inscription through explanations to residents on intangible cultural heritage and international efforts to protect it. The inscription would be widely covered by the Japanese media.  People will have a chance to reacknowledge the fact that forms of expression such as techniques, customs and performing arts passed from person to person over centuries are irreplaceable, and will further understand the essence of intangible cultural heritage. 

Furthermore, the inscription will be a source of encouragement for people around the world who engage in transmission and motivate them to continue their work, while focusing on the importance of transmission will also contribute to an increased awareness of intangible cultural heritage at an international level. 

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words 

	The inscription of Nachi no Dengaku on the Representative List would allow related communities to look once again at its social and cultural value. This will encourage dialogue among the community, involving Nachikatsuura Town, Wakayama Prefecture and mainly the Association for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku and Kumano Nachi Shrine. Dialogue within and outside the community will also be encouraged further, as special exhibitions at Wakayama Prefectural Museum and stage performances in and outside Wakayama Prefecture are expected following inscription. Once Nachi no Dengaku becomes more well known nationwide, the amount of visitors at the festival is expected to rise. Telling visitors about the historical and cultural background of the transmission of Nachi no Dengaku, its value, and any issues and troubles related to transmission will encourage much dialogue, and Nachi no Dengaku will be further connected to the acknowledgement of intangible cultural heritage.

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words 

	Nachi no Dengaku is performed with music, movements, instruments and costumes unfamiliar to people today.  Many Japanese will realize the rich creativity and sensitivity of those in the past, and understand that intangible cultural heritage has its own unique characteristics with deep roots in regional history.  This will lead to respect towards diversity and creativity. 

From an international point of view, the inscription of Nachi no Dengaku will encourage people to identify themselves with others who have cultures similar to praying for a good harvest through performing arts, like Nachi no Dengaku and its transmitters.  For those with completely different cultures, the inscription will also offer a taste of various other cultures that exist worldwide.  Inscription will contribute to strengthening respect and mutual understanding, and allow people to reacknowledge human creativity and various cultures transmitted worldwide. 

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words 

	Nachi no Dengaku is safeguarded first of all with respect for the will and independence of the transmitters and supporting community. This is supported by the local and national governments.  The following are measures taken to safeguard the element. 

Every year, the Association for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku records its public performances and later uses the records for transmission.  The Association also holds lessons and practices about a month before the festival. Following the practices, association members perform in Kumano Nachi Shrine during the festival, and public performances are also held at theatres and other prefectures upon request. 

Kumano Nachi Shrine finances the Association for transmission and public performances at the festival each year.  

Nachikatsuura Town supports annual successor-training projects carried out by the Association. 

Wakayama Prefecture periodically holds the "Folk Performing Arts Fair for the Kinki, Tokai and Hokuriku Regions" and Nachi no Dengaku was performed in 1954 and 1984. The Prefecture also supports training projects for successors and repairing projects of tools etc. in 1979 and carried out its own video recording and documentation projects in 1982 and 1983. In 1965, Wakayama Prefecture designated costumes, utensils and related documents as tangible folk cultural property for their folkloric significance.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words 

	The National Government finances the "Folk Performing Arts Public Performance Show" each year and Nachi no Dengaku was performed in 1963 and 2010. The Government also finances the "Folk Performing Arts Fair for the Kinki, Tokai and Hokuriku Regions" held in Wakayama Prefecture, and Nachi no Dengaku was performed there in 1954 and 1984. Performing in such shows motivates transmitters and is effective in making the value of Nachi no Dengaku and similar intangible cultural heritage more widely known. The Government also subsidizes training projects for successors and a project to repair tools carried out by the Association, and financed a video recording and documentation project in 1982 and 1983 conducted by Wakayama Prefecture. 

Furthermore, the Government has designated the surrounding nature and other related cultural heritage which underlie the transmission and public performances of Nachi no Dengaku and given them necessary assistance. It designated a wild forest surrounding Kumano Nachi Shrine as a "Natural Monument" in 1928, and "Nachi Fall," an object of worship, became a "Place of Scenic Beauty."  The buildings of Nachi Shrine became "Important Cultural Property" and their courtyards "Historic Sites." In addition to the above, "Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range" were inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2004.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words 

	The Association for the Preservation of Nachi no Dengaku is very determined to continue securing transmitters, holding regular practices before any public performance, and recording performances at the annual festival. The following measures have been suggested to support the Association's efforts: 

Kumano Nachi Shrine should continue to provide and finance a place and opportunity for Nachi no Dengaku to be performed, so it can be transmitted and performed regularly. 

Nachikatsuura Town should finance transmitter training, public performances, and record-keeping activities in line with the Association's requests.  It should also safeguard, transmit and disseminate Nachi no Dengaku, hold public performances, and maintain facilities and practices at any time.  

Like Nachikatsuura Town, Wakayama Prefecture should safeguard, transmit and disseminate Nachi no Dengaku, hold public performances, and finance transmitter training projects, public performances and record-keeping activities in line with requests from the Association and Nachikatsuura Town.  

The National Government should subsidize record-keeping activities, public performances and transmitter training in line with requests from Wakayama Prefecture, Nachikatsuura Town and the Association. It should also subsidize events like the Folk Performing Arts Festival to feature various arts from across Japan, and continue to safeguard, transmit and disseminate folk performing arts at any time.  

General interest in Nachi no Dengaku will rise following inscription on the Representative List, and the Association is expected to become even more motivated to transmit. It is difficult to imagine any unwanted effects, because related communities including the Association and Kumano Nachi Shrine are extremely proud of the tradition behind their performing art, and have a strong resistance towards any change to that tradition, the number of performers, content and how the performances are held. Because Nachi no Dengaku is a religious event performed at the festival of Kumano Nachi Shrine, it is extremely important to the community to continue performing it in line with tradition, without changing anything.  

Each year, visitors to the Fire Festival and Nachi no Dengaku come to around 300, but the Fire Festival itself is designed to welcome around 10,000 tourists. In future, if the number of tourists rises beyond expectations, measures will be taken such as providing seats. With the tourist boards of Wakayama Prefecture and Nachikatsuura Town working together, other measures, such as limiting the number of visitors, may be taken into account, with the first priority being to keep the tradition the way it is.  

Kumano Nachi Shrine, Nachikatsuura Town, Wakayama Prefecture and the National Government are paying attention to the situation concerning Nachi no Dengaku performances.   If the Association attempts to change any part of the tradition in response to people's sudden interest, Kumano Nachi Shrine and the National Government will explain to the Association the importance of respecting that tradition, and offer guidance and advice on making sure that no drastic changes occur.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words 

	Experts on intangible cultural property are posted in the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Wakayama Prefecture and Nachikatsuura Town. All are in charge of the protection of intangible cultural property based on the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties. These experts are responsible for gathering related information by cooperating with Nachikatsuura Town and Wakayama Prefecture, and receive information from the Association on the situation concerning Nachi no Dengaku performances and its transmission. 

As a result, if it's necessary and having checked the Association's intentions, the Agency for Cultural Affairs will work together with Kumano Nachi Shrine, Nachikatsuura Town and Wakayama Prefecture and subsidize record-keeping activities, surveys, performances and transmitter training organised by the Association.

It finances the Folk Performing Arts Festival that features various arts from across Japan, and safeguards, transmits and disseminates folk performing arts. It also works to protect forests and shrines that make up the historical and cultural background of Nachi no Dengaku performances. 

The National Government guarantees a national budget for such support projects, reviews the programme of subsidies so projects can be carried out effectively and renews the programme upon request.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Association for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku organises intensive practices before the annual festival, and works daily to master the art in response to performance requests from outside.  It also films performances at the festival through its own funding, and uses that for further safeguarding activities.  Kumano Nachi Shrine supports the transmission by covering the costs of performances at the festival and the repair and replacement of instruments and costumes.  

As mentioned above, the Association and Kumano Nachi Shrine regularly offer independent safeguarding measures but if they are unable to respond to everything, the local and national governments provide support. First and foremost, the Association requests transmitter training projects, record-keeping, or necessary repairs or replacements of costumers and tools. Kumano Nachi Shrine is then informed, and following discussions with Association representatives and staff at the shrine, requests for support are sent to Nachikatsuura Town, and support is provided with the town's permission. When support from Nachikatsuura Town is not enough, as necessary, Wakayama Prefecture and the National Government will offer support for safeguarding measures. For projects to be carried out, the Government requests the establishment of a committee of experts and related communities of Kumano Nachi Shrine and the Association. This guarantees a system where related communities can actively participate as main bodies. The committee allows activities to be carried out carefully, keeping the value of cultural property and allowing for appropriate guidance and assistance from experts in the history of performing arts, folk performing arts and history itself.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Agency for Cultural Affairs (ACA)
Name and title of the contact person:

Tatsuhiro SHIOKAWA
Office for International Cooperation on Cultural Properties, Traditional Cultural Division, Cultural Properties Department
Address:

3-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8959, JAPAN
Telephone number:

+81-3-6734-3056
Fax number:

+81-3-6734-3820
E-mail address:

shiokawa@bunka.go.jp 


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words 

	The final decision to nominate Nachi no Dengaku was decided based on the will of the Association for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku following deliberations and surveys by the Subdivision on Cultural Property of the Council for Cultural Affairs and its subordinate the Special Committee on the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

The Association's will and intention were confirmed as follows: the National Government explained in writing to Wakayama Prefecture the Convention and its aims, meaning behind the Representative List, the significance of inscription and the process leading up to inscription.  Representatives from the prefecture then arranged a meeting with the Association, Kumano Nachi Shrine and Nachikatsuura Town, explained the Convention and Representative List and obtained permission to nominate Nachi no Dengaku. The Association then arranged numerous meetings with religious professionals at Kumano Nachi Shrine and its believers, agreed that Nachi no Dengaku become a candidate for inscription and presented a written consent. In compiling the nomination file, the Association gave the Agency for Cultural Affairs various information on transmitters, what is being transmitted (e.g. dances) and transmitter training. The Agency then drew up a nomination file including this information.

Nachikatsuura Town and Wakayama Prefecture attended a meeting arranged by the Agency for Cultural Affairs on drawing up the nomination form. They then liaised with the Agency, the Association and Kumano Nachi Shrine to produce footage and photographs. Wakayama Prefecture supplied the photographs with the Association's consent, while the video was produced with cooperation from Kumano Nachi Shrine, Nachikatsuura Town and Wakayama Prefecture.  The Association bore the expenses for the production of the video.

At all stages of the nomination process, the Association, Kumano Nachi Shrine and Wakayama Prefecture participated in the widest possible way.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words 

	Information drawn up by the National Government such as written documents, Japan's intangible cultural heritage already inscribed, the significance of inscription on the Representative List, meaning of the Representative List, and outline of the Convention were shown to the Association, Kumano Nachi Shrine, Nachikatsuura Town, Wakayama Prefecture and a committee nominated by experts.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words 

	There is no social practice that restricts access to information on Nachi no Dengaku.

	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Organization/ 
community:
	Association for the Preservation of Nachi Dengaku

	Name and title of the contact person:
	Yoshihide ASAHI

	Address:
	Nachisan 1，Nachikatsuura-cho，Higashimuro-gun，Wakayama, 
649-5301, JAPAN

	Telephone number:
	+81-735-55-0321

	Fax number:
	+81-735-55-0643

	E-mail address:
	nachi@kumanonachitaisha.or.jp

	Organization/ 
community:
	Kumano Nachi Taisha

	Name and title of the contact person:
	Yoshihide ASAHI

	Address:
	Nachisan 1，Nachikatsuura-cho，Higashimuro-gun，Wakayama, 649-5301, JAPAN

	Telephone number:
	+81-735-55-0321

	Fax number:
	+81-735-55-0643

	E-mail address:
	nachi@kumanonachitaisha.or.jp

	Organization/ 
community:
	Nachi Katsuura Town

	Name and title of the contact person:
	Ryo HIGASHIZAKI

	Address:
	Tenman 1185-1, Nachikatsuura-cho，Higashimuro-gun，Wakayama, 649-5331, JAPAN 

	Telephone number:
	+81-735-52-4686

	Fax number:
	+81-735-52-5272

	E-mail address:
	kyoiku05@town.nachikatsuura.lg.jp

	Organization/ community:
Wakayama Prefecture
Name and title of the contact person:
Mari KAWABATA
ddress:
Komatsubara-dori 1-1, Wakayama-shi，Wakayama, 649-5301, JAPAN
Telephone number:
+81-73-441-3730
Fax number:
+81-73-441-3732
E-mail address:
e5007001@pref.wakayama.lg.jp


	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 
Not to exceed 200 words 

	Nachi no Dengaku has been designated as Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property since 1976.  All elements of Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property are included in the Japanese inventory described in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention.  The inventory is maintained by the Agency for Cultural Affairs Japan. 

When designating intangible cultural heritage as Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property, the National Government receives cooperation from the relevant Preservation Association and local communities responsible for transmission, local governments and municipalities, and conducts on-site investigations to check transmission. Designations are decided based upon the will of the relevant Association or local community. 

The above process applies to Nachi no Dengaku, the National Government conducted on-site surveys with Wakayama Prefecture, Nachikatsuura Town, Kumano Nachi Shrine and the Preservation Association. It researched materials owned by Kumano Nachi Shrine and public performances held during the festival, and exchanged opinions on transmission with Kumano Nachi Shrine and Association staff. It was clear that the National Government, Association, Kumano Nachi Shrine, Nachikatsuura Town and Wakayama Prefecture knew there would be better transmission if Nachi no Dengaku became an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property, so Nachi no Dengaku was designated as such and entered into the invention.  

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	     

	7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Hideo TAMAI
Title:
Commissioner for Cultural Affairs, Japan
Date:
4 June 2012 (last revision)
Signature:
<signed>



Instructions for completing the nomination form are available at: http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/forms
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