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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Romania

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Craftsmanship of Horezu ceramics

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Ceramica tradiţională de Horezu

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Horezu ceramics or Hurez ceramics (Hurez being the former name of Horezu commune).

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 
Not to exceed 150 words

	The potters of the city of Horezu and the neighbouring village of Olari produce the traditional ceramics of Horezu.
Studies conducted in 2010 identified 50 potters who are still active.
There is an association of potters in Horezu: “The Horezu Rooster " Association of Traditional Artisans.
There are also potters who do not belong to the association.

All practice this traditional craft passed on as a family activity, with several generations working in the workshops.

The craftsmanship is passed down from generation to generation using the same methods and techniques inherited from their ancestors.

Men and women generally work together:  the men prepare the clay, shape it on their wheel, and place the ceramics in the kiln, while the women decorate the objects using specific techniques and tools. 

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The traditional ceramics of Horezu are made in Horezu and in the neighbouring village of Olari, where most of the artisans work. 

Horezu is located in the northern part of Vâlcea County, in the ethnographic region of Oltenia (south-western Romania).

This small town, located 457 m above sea level, is surrounded by Subcarpathian hills and mountains of the Carpathian chain.

In 1977, the ethnographic work of researcher Silvia Zderciuc recorded 42 pottery centres in Vâlcea County.

At present, in the area of Vâlcea, there are still three communes where the pottery is produced: Vlădeşti, Lungeşti, Slatioara.

The production of traditional ceramics of Horezu has retained its specific style for 300 years.  It is unique, and highly characteristic in comparison with that of the other centres in Vâlcea County, and is produced only in the administrative territory of Horezu. 

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.


E-mail address
	:

	contact@centrul-cultura-traditionala.ro/oana.petrica@cncpct.ro, oanapetrica12@gmail.com

	Other relevant information:

	Mobile : 0040744561860


	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.
Not to exceed 250 words

	Horezu ceramics are a unique traditional craft.

Handmade, they reflect the knowledge and craftsmanship that the Horezu practitioners recognize as theirs.

Their fabrication includes various processes -- the selection and extraction of the clay, cleaning, cutting, watering, kneading, trampling, mixing -- which transform the earth into a clay with which the potters of Horezu produce a red pottery.

Their experience enables them to calculate the size of the ball of clay by holding and looking at it.

It is then shaped, decorated, fired. 

The potters master the technique of shaping which requires concentration, strength, agility. They shape the object with a special finger technique, as a traditional code of gestures.

Each person has his/her own method of shaping, but everyone respects the sequence of operations.

The potters’ skill in combining decoration and colour defines the personality and uniqueness of these ceramics down through the ages.

The colours are vivid shades: dark brown, red, green, blue, "Horezu ivory”.

The potters use the same tools that have always been used: mixer for cleaning the earth, potter's wheel and comb for shaping; for decoration - a hollowed-out bull's horn and the “gaïţa” (a stick prolonged by a wire for very fine drawings); a wood-burning stove for firing.

The traditional decoration includes vegetal, geometric, zoomorphic and cosmic motifs.
Particularly beautiful vacation souvenirs, Horezu ceramics are both utilitarian and decorative.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?
Not to exceed 250 words

	The bearers and practitioners of the craftsmanship of Horezu ceramics are the potters of that commune and the  village of Olari, now part of the city, members of “The Horezu Rooster " Association of Traditional  Artisans, and other Horezu potters involved with  the element.

Among the potters, some have special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of this element.

Some potters perform all the operations themselves. Others practice the craft as a family -- In which case the responsibilities are sometimes shared -- with the men preparing the clay and shaping the pieces, while the women decorate them.

Firing and finishing the objects are performed by all. 

Note that several generations of the same family work together, ensuring the transmission of the craft and the special techniques.

In some workshops, the pottery is produced by master potters with their apprentices. These workshops, like the family workshops, contribute to the practice of the craft and play an important role in the transmission of the tradition of Horezu.
Horezu ceramics are highly appreciated. The potters receive many orders, but most often the pottery is sold at specialized national fairs – at Horezu, Iaşi and Sibiu - and on the occasion of traditional craft fairs that take place throughout the country. This type of trade is one of the elements that ensures the sustainability of the craft and contributes to the perpetuation of the ancient tradition of Horezu ceramics. 

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The element is passed on from generation to generation, from father to son, and nowadays also from the master to his apprentice in the workshops.

Ceramic production involves knowledge and skills passed down through centuries, with the potters playing an important role in shaping the identity of the local community.

Practiced by entire families, these skills are passed on from one generation to another, with the distinguishing marks of different periods, renewed and enriched over time.

Today the knowledge and skills related to the production of Horezu ceramics are transmitted by practitioners, either between members of one and the same family or in the production workshops.

A system of non-formal education has developed, in traditional art school classes, where master potters transmit to young people of Horezu and neighbouring villages their knowledge concerning this element of the heritage.

The craft has given a mark of identity to Horezu, The highly-appreciated artisans are invited to major fairs and specialized exhibitions in the country and abroad at which the Horezu potters give practical demonstrations, transmitting to others their knowledge and techniques. The Horezu potters are recognized throughout Romania as masters of a special craftsmanship, bearers of a living craft. 

	(iv) What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Practiced for centuries, pottery is an activity that has never ceased to exist in Horezu. This craft tradition and its development throughout the ages have marked the identity of the local people, the local community recognizing in this element of the heritage a part of its spiritual heritage. 

The element offers the community a sense of identity, while maintaining its social function in everyday existence.

The identity of each family of potters has created a collective identity that developed with the perpetuation of the trade.

The social dimension is important, the potters being considered distinct individuals, bearers of a specific know-how. They are invited to fairs, exhibitions and ethnographic museums, where they are eagerly awaited by specialists and the public. 

Their social function is coupled with a cultural function. The talent of its potters has made Horezu a capital of traditional Romanian ceramics.

The large number – around fifty -- of potters still working the clay today ensures continuity of this ancient technique. The potters now have their shops in which to sell their production.  In addition to the workshops and the recent shops -- veritable, small local exhibitions are all opportunities for the development of cultural tourism in Horezu.

The strength of this mark of identity has given the local community of Horezu a self-awareness and an awareness of the value of this living element of the intangible heritage.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words

	No aspect of the craftsmanship of Horezu ceramics is in contradiction with the international human rights instruments, and it does not in any way threaten mutual respect among communities, groups or individuals. It is entirely compatible with the sustainable development of society.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The inscription of the craftsmanship of Horezu ceramics on the List would have a significant social impact.  A better understanding of the importance of the element would encourage the continuation of the craftsmanship in the context of modern industrialization and the sustainable development of the community.

The inscription would allow the community to become aware of the importance of this tradition, the foundation of local identity. It would reinforce the practitioners’ pride and dignity in making their craft visible by sharing their expertise.

Inscription is a recognition that could contribute to the protection of this traditional craft.
It will increase young people's interest in the traditions of their community and in promoting this craft technique themselves, preventing its disappearance.

Inscription will also help to ensure the visibility of this craft by raising the awareness of a more heterogeneous public to an important element of diversity of intangible cultural heritage of our nation and humanity. 

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The inscription of the craftsmanship of Horezu ceramics will attract the attention of the local, national and international public to the value of an element of intangible cultural heritage, the complexity of a traditional craft, and the difficulty of mastering the different components of the craftsmanship. 

With this recognition, awareness of the heritage dimension will strengthen respect for potters and their communities for this vector of human development. They will acknowledge their own role, as practitioners and beneficiaries.

In the spirit of the Convention, inscription will encourage dialogue based on respect for cultural diversity, stimulating relations between the community of Horezu and other communities, groups and individuals with crafts-related identity values, ​​and representing different cultures.

Inscription will contribute towards dialogue with them, the development of cooperation projects, cultural exchanges, in respect of the diversity of intangible cultural heritage.

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The fabrication of Horezu ceramics continues to reflect the craftsmanship and creativity of the practitioners. Its longevity is also due to the generations that, over time, have appreciated, respected and promoted this craft technique.

With its unique identity, this element will contribute, by its inscription on the List, to the remarkable wealth of intangible cultural heritage, thus promoting respect for the cultural diversity of humanity.

The inscription will promote respect for human creativity as the artisans of Horezu accumulate and integrate the experiences gained over time.

The craftsmanship of the ceramics comes alive in the hands of the artisans, and their objects are marked by the creativity of generations of potters.

The inscription of the craftsmanship of Horezu ceramics ensures its access to the intangible cultural heritage, bringing respect to this element and contributing to the promotion of respect for human creativity.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Several past and current initiatives have arisen from the emphasis on the preservation of the craft and interest in ensuring the viability of the element:
- transmission of the craftsmanship to future generations and the preservation of ancient techniques of the fabrication process, in the workshops

- transmission of the traditional craft -- by potters, as trainers in non-formal education classes

- active participation of the potters and the entire community in research projects alongside specialists, since 1994 to the present.  During research campaigns the potters work with researchers on specific tools -- inventory sheet, artisan questionnaire, photographic and filmed recordings

- a collection of local pottery to preserve and enhance the profession

- encouraging artisans to make their own collection and exhibitions

- support for potters to create their own ceramic shops

- the launch and development of a national ceramics fair, enhancing traditional Horezu pottery at the national level.

- encouragement of cultural tourism through the promotion of this traditional craft.

Proud to constitute a special group in the great family of traditional Romanian ceramics, the community of Horezu is pleased to establish contacts with specialized institutions and cultural leaders to ensure the viability of this identity element.
All these initiatives are supported by administrative measures of the local authority, with the support of specialized institutions, museums and tourism associations of the department. 

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The State has taken steps to safeguard the craftsmanship of the element through the bias of the Ministries of Culture, Education, Tourism, and Economy, and through the National Centre for the Preservation and Promotion of Traditional Culture:

At Horezu, in the pottery workshop of the "Children and Students Club" (non-formal education), the potters-practitioners teach technical procedures related to the element.

The State has supported research programmes. In 2005 and 2006, scientific works of Dr. Corina Mihaescu were published: "Ceramics of Horezu", dedicated to the repertoire of the element (methods, techniques) and "Ceramics of Oltenia", a chapter devoted to the preservation and transmission of the element.

Since the 1970s, there are four national ceramics fairs where scientific meetings are also organized to raise awareness of the importance of the preservation and transmission of this craft.

National museums of ethnography and popular arts (Sibiu, Bucharest) have developed an acquisition policy for a reference collection representing the craftsmanship of this pottery, for the protection of the element.

In 1998, a special place was accorded to the promotion of the craftsmanship of the Horezu pottery in the "Romanian Ceramics" national exhibition.

The internal constraints are primarily related to financial resources, which are limited by the economic conditions of the State.

There are no external constraints.  On the contrary, the State has supported the promotion of this element by several European actions (international exhibitions and fairs in Strasbourg - 2006, Brussels - 2007, Lyon - 2009, 2010).

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words

	The measures proposed to safeguard the viability and visibility of the craftsmanship of Horezu traditional ceramics are intended to preserve the element, and to prevent its degradation and loss due to negative influences of economic and cultural factors which may threaten its character and specificity:

- a national programme for the safeguarding of the craftsmanship of the element, included in the national programme for the intangible cultural heritage as an objective of the National Intangible Cultural Heritage Commission of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, provides for:

1. Administrative measures:

- Develop legislative regulations for the protection and development of traditional Horezu crafts and its practitioners;

- Identify and recognize the Living Human Treasures.

2. Safeguarding measures:

- Inscribe the element in the Register of Elements of Intangible Cultural Heritage in accordance with Article 12 of Romanian Law No. 26/2008 on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, comprising three lists: elements of intangible cultural heritage that have disappeared, those endangered, and the living elements; this Register is currently being developed

- Develop a research programme on the element through field surveys

- Create the database on the element -- historical, technical and stylistic studies

- Draft the heritage status of Horezu ceramics

3. Community involvement measures to safeguard the traditional ceramics of Horezu:

- Organize meetings of specialists and practitioners to take steps to ensure the viability of the element

- Organize public meetings to involve the community in raising awareness of the heritage value of the element

- Support and involve the practitioners in conservation projects.

4. Craftsmanship transmission measures:

- Traditional means of transmission by school classes of traditional art -- non-formal education.

5. Promotional measures:

- Publish scientific studies

- Create and manage the website of traditional Horezu ceramics 

- Support cultural projects which valorize the element.

6. International cooperation measures:

- Work with international experts and organizations authorized by UNESCO to enrich the Romanian experience in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.

Other measures:

- Organize workshops where the practitioners are trainers in the non-formal educational system
- Collaboration of specialists and artisans in drafting a code of standards for the fabrication of traditional Horezu pottery 

- Develop cultural tourism projects to promote the element and its craftsmanship

- Organize local, national and international cultural events (exhibitions,) selecting the most representative pieces of Horezu ceramics 

- Publicize the cultural events devoted to Horezu ceramics to raise awareness -- press conferences, presentations of the element in specialized programmes and broadcasts, creation of a web page also offering services such as Internet commerce.

The application of these measures will involve primarily the potters, bearers of the knowledge and craftsmanship, boosting their partnership with specialists in different fields: anthropology, history, art, sociology, environmental protection.

The implementation of these measures will be ensured by:

- State responsibility

- The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, the Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sports, who have responsibilities for research, documentation, safeguarding and promotion of this element in their national and territorial specialized agencies,

- The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, the Ministry of Regional Development and Tourism, who have responsibilities in implementing the development of cultural tourism projects,

- The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Business Environment, which has responsibilities in the implementation of support to small entrepreneurs in the community by:

- Local administration -- Town Hall, which has responsibilities for programmes to support workshops and ensure conditions for introducing special courses on the craftsmanship of the pottery in formal education

- Town Hall with the help of the Association, by creating spaces devoted to the Horezu ceramics

 -- local museum

- the Association, which has responsibilities in the implementation of the safeguarding and visibility of the element in the community and for Romanian and foreign public
Financial resources to implement these measures will be provided by the institutions mentioned.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Romanian State supports the implementation of safeguarding measures proposed in accordance with legal and administrative regulations adopted by its ministries and institutions. Through the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage the State ensures the legal and administrative framework to safeguard the element by:

- the development of the National Programme for Safeguarding the Traditional Ceramics of Horezu; also to ensure the viability of the element, the detection of potential threats of degradation or loss.

- the inscription of the element in the National Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage (being organized).

- the development of a Horezu ceramics research project, by the National Centre for the Preservation and Promotion of Traditional Culture, (subordinated to the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage), in collaboration with the Vâlcea County Centre of the same profile, and from other specialized institutions, providing a direct partnership with the Horezu community.
- the promotion of national and international dialogue, and the exchange of good practices between specialists and representatives of communities with similar values​​.

The State shall promote non-formal education in schools for traditional art; it will support the implementation of cultural tourism projects and also the potters’ small businesses through:  the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, the Ministry of the Interior and Administration, the Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sports, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Business Environment.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The planning of the proposed preventive measures was developed following the field surveys and dialogue with the potters of the Association, individual potters and the administrative authorities of Horezu.

They will be involved in the implementation of safeguarding measures for the element through:
- activities for transferring knowledge and craftsmanship from one generation to another, in pottery workshops and by the potters participation as trainers, in the non-formal education programme in schools of traditional art;
- activities to promote the values of the element:

- the reorganization of the collection in a museum dedicated to Horezu ceramics at the community level;

- logistic support for the development of ceramic shops;

- active participation in cultural tourism projects through the development of tourist guest houses in the area;

- organization and participation in local, regional, national and international cultural events -- workshops, exhibitions, fairs;

- assurance in the continuity of the annual national ceramics fair "The Rooster of Hurez";

- activities to enhance the Horezu tradition by:

- involvement of the Association and potters in practical demonstrations with an educational and cultural purpose;

- management of a designated section on traditional Horezu crafts on the website of the Town Hall of Horezu;

- active participation alongside specialists in research projects and promotion. 

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

1. Centre National pour la Préservation et Promotion de la Culture Traditionnelle
Name and title of the contact person:

Oana Gabriela Petrică/Directeur adjoint
Address:

1 Place de la Presse Libre, corp B1, 013701 Bucarest, Roumanie
Telephone number:

00400213178970
Fax number:

00400213178970
E-mail address:

oana.petrica@cncpct.ro, oanapetrica12@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

contact@centrul-cultura-traditionala.ro
Name of the body:

2. Centre Départemental pour la Préservation et Promotion de la Culture Traditionnelle Vâlcea
Name and title of the contact person:

Elena Stoica/Directeur
Address:

26A Nicolae Bălcescu boulevard, 240192 Râmnicu Vâlcea, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:

00400350407497
Fax number:

00400350407498
E-mail address:

culturatraditionalavl@yahoo.com
Name of the body:

3. Musée du Paysan Roumain
Name and title of the contact person:

Virgil Stefan Nitulescu/Directeur général
Address:

3 Kiseleff Route, 011341 Bucarest, Roumanie
Telephone number:

00400213179661
Fax number:

00400213179660
E-mail address:

info@muzeultaranuluiroman.ro
Name of the body:

4. Mairie de Horezu
Name and title of the contact person:

Niţu Constantin/Maire
Address:

7 1 Decembrie Rue, 245800 Horezu, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:

00400250860190
Fax number:

00400250860481
E-mail address:

primaria@horezuonline.ro


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words

	The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, through the National Commission for the Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage took the initiative to draft the nomination in respect to Criterion R4. 

The elaboration of the file involved the active participation of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, the National Centre for the Preservation and Promotion of Traditional Culture, the similar institution of Vâlcea, the Town Hall and the potters of Horezu, members of the Association and individual potters.

The preparation of the file would not have been possible without the involvement of the entire community of potters. 

The proposal to inscribe the element on the UNESCO List aroused the enthusiasm of the potters who see it as a recognition of the value of their craft which would be respected worldwide.

The team that prepared the file, consisting of specialists of the National Centre for the Preservation and Promotion of Traditional Culture and the Vâlcea County Centre, presented the project to the community of Horezu whose representatives granted it their free, prior and informed consent.
Since 1994, the above-mentioned National Centre has prepared documentation and carried out research in Horezu. Documents and field observations were stored in the institution’s archives and used for national projects.

In 2010, the National Centre’s team (researcher, art consultant, a director of photography and a photographer) has been preparing new documentation at Horezu-Olari, to update the information. The team also included two specialists from the Vâlcea County Centre.

The Town Hall of Horezu also facilitated investigation at the "The Hurez Rooster" Ceramics Fair, edition XL - 2010, as well as contacts with local potters from the city of Horezu and the village of Olari.

The documentation was intended for the ceramics fair, but also the study of the craftsmanship of the potters (direct information, particularly interviews and video / photo recordings).

The topics were related to the technique of the craft, and to the potters’ views on the safeguarding of the specificities of Horezu ceramics, in the current informational and competitive context. 

The potters participated actively in the preparation of this nomination, highlighting several aspects of their craftsmanship. The transmission of knowledge from one generation to another can occur within a family but also between master potters and their apprentices, in formal and non-formal education, or during cultural programmes for the public. 

These modalities also relate to the safeguarding measures outlined in the file and to the active role of the artisans in the training programmes. Recognizing the value of their activity, the potters indicated their willingness to provide useful information for the file.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The team that developed the file consulted the administrative representatives, the Town Hall of Horezu.

Annexed to this nomination are the free, prior and informed consents of the legal representative of the Horezu community, Mr Niţu Constantin, the Mayor of Horezu, potters members of the The “Horezu Rooster” Association of Traditional Artisans, and individual potters of Horezu; the consents are written in French and Romanian.

The consent of the Mayor is signed and certified by the seal of the Town Hall of Horezu.

The consent of the Association and individual potters is signed by members and Horezu potters, and is also certified by the seal of the Association.

The potters of Horezu and Olari -- village adjoining this town -- bearers of knowledge and craftsmanship of the traditional ceramics, by their free, prior and informed participation, demonstrate, in the preparation of this file, the manner in which they support the nomination.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	We declare that the craftsmanship of traditional Horezu ceramics is not limited to specific practices and customs, dictated and directed by the community.

It is a particular type of ceramic due to its specific production techniques, with decorations handed down from one generation to another. The inscription of the element and the implementation of safeguarding measures fully comply with its characteristics and ensure direct access to specific aspects of Horezu ceramics. In Romania, the city of Horezu has its own identity, a specificity and a representativeness due to the local potters.

The inscription of this element on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and activities likely to develop following the safeguarding measures, involve extensive research, development of tourist potential, and the production of ceramic objects, taking into account the difficulty and fragility of life in small communities as well as motivations that could have an influence on the activity of the potters.

Their participation in research and promotional projects will be carefully planned and announced in advance to prevent them from having to interrupt their work, so as not to hinder the potters or prevent them from being present in the locality or actively participating in the studies initiated.

The acceptance of potters to participate in activities other than those related to their craft should be respected, since they are directly involved in the conservation, safeguarding and transmission of the unique ceramics that they produce, an element of intangible cultural heritage.

	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Organization/ community:
1. Association des Artisans Traditionels «Le Coq de Horezu»
Name and title of the contact person:
Popa Costel/potier
Address:
217532 Horezu-Olari, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:
0040745877058
Organization/ community:
2. Atelier de céramique Paloşi
Name and title of the contact person:
Paloşi Ionel/administrateur
Address:
23 Tudor Vladimirescu Rue, 217532 Horezu, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:
0040722338766
Organization/ community:
3. Atelier de céramique Pietraru
Name and title of the contact person:
Pietraru Nicoleta/administrateur
Address:
26 Tudor Vladimirescu Rue, 217532 Horezu, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:
0040722774335
Organization/ community:
4. Bâscu Leonida
Name and title of the contact person:
Bâscu Leonida/potier
Address:
217532 Horezu-Olari, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:
0040741474682
Organization/ community:
5. Giubega Sorin
Name and title of the contact person:
Giubega Sorin/potier
Address:
217532 Horezu-Olari, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:
0040747817899
Organization/ community:
6. Iorga Gheorghe
Name and title of the contact person:
Iorga Gheorghe/potier
Address:
217532 Horezu-Olari, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:
0040250861643
Organization/ community:
7. Olaru Vasilica
Name and title of the contact person:
Olaru Vasilica/potier
Address:
217532 Horezu-Olari, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:
0040765082178
Organization/ community:
8. Vicşoreanu Eufrosina
Name and title of the contact person:
Vicşoreanu Eufrosina/potier
Address:
217532 Horezu-Olari, Département de Vâlcea, Roumanie
Telephone number:

0040250860205



	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 
Not to exceed 200 words

	The National Commission of Intangible Cultural Heritage (Ministry of Culture Decree No. 2236/2008) is responsible for a national inventory of intangible cultural heritage.

The first volume, published in 2009, entitled "Intangible Cultural Heritage of Romania. Repertory I (Appendix 1), includes references to the Romanian pottery in the "Traditional Crafts" chapter.  According to the specificities of the techniques and the criteria of this inventory, the craftsmanship of Horezu ceramics is inscribed as an element of intangible cultural heritage.  Pages 201-204 and 229-232 contain references to fabrication techniques and processes, to the tools and functions of the objects, and to the craftsmanship of the Horezu traditional ceramics. Pages 202-230 and plate 52 contain illustrations of Horezu ceramics.

Developed in accordance with Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention, the Repertory is a type of inventory, a typology of identification criteria, and defines the categories of intangible heritage; the potters participated by completing a questionnaire for the definition of the craftsmanship of the traditional ceramics (Appendix 2). 

The National Centre for the Preservation and Promotion of Traditional Culture collect data for another inventory which will list Horezu traditional crafts as living elements of intangible cultural heritage (Appendix 3).

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	BLIOGRAPHIE SELECTIVE

- Ceramica populară la sfârşit de mileniu (Céramique traditionnelle - fin de millénaire), Album editat de Ministerul Culturii, Centrul Naţional al Creaţiei Populare, Bucureşti, 1998

- Patrimoniul cultural imaterial din România. Repertoriu I (Patrimoine culturel immatériel de Roumanie. Repertoire. I), Ministerul Culturii, Cultelor şi Patrimoniului Naţional, Bucureşti, 2009

- Iordache, Gheorghe, Ocupaţii tradiţionale pe teritoriul României. Studiu etnologic (Occupations traditionnelles sur le territoire de la Roumanie. Etude ethnologique), vol III, Bucureşti, 1996

- Mihăescu, Corina, Ceramica de Hurez (La céramique de Hurez), Fondation Nationale pour la Civilisation Rurale «Des Paysans», Editura Contrast, 2005 

- Mihăescu, Corina, Ceramica populară din Oltenia (La céramique populaire d’Olténie), Centre National pour la Préservation et la Promotion de la Culture Traditionnelle, 2006

- Mihăescu, Corina, La céramique traditionnelle de Horezu, Centre National pour la Préservation et la Promotion de la Culture Traditionnelle, 2011

- Mihăescu, Corina, Horezu - Vâlcea, în „Datini”, nr. 3(28), 1998

- Nicolescu, Corina, Petrescu, P., Ceramica românească tradiţională (La Céramique roumaine traditionnelle), Editura Meridiane, Bucureşti, 1974

- Peiffer, Jacques G., L’art des céramiques. Une histoire complete des techniques, Dessain et Tolra, HER, 2000

- Popilian, Gheorghe, Ceramica română din Oltenia (La Céramique roumaine d’Olténie), Craiova, 1976

- Petrescu Paul, Stahl, P. Henri, Olăria ţărănească din Vâlcea (La Poterie paysanne de Vâlcea), în „Studii şi cercetări de istoria artei”, nr. 1, Bucureşti, 1965

- Petrescu, Paul, Stahl, Paul, Ceramica de Hurez (La Céramique de Hurez), Editura de Stat pentru Literatură şi Artă, Bucureşti, 1956

- Slătineanu, Barbu, Petrescu, Paul, Stahl, Paul H., Manual de ceramică populară (Manuel de céramique traditionnelle), Editura de Stat Didactică şi Pedagogică, Bucureşti, 1958

- Stoica, Georgeta, Secoşan Elena, Vlăduţiu, Ion, Petrescu, Paul, Arta populară din Vâlcea (L’Art traditionnel de Vâlcea), Centrul Judeţean de Îndrumare a Creaţiei Populare şi a Mişcării Artistice de Masă, 1972

-Tamaş, Corneliu, Istoria Horezului (Histoire de Horezu), Editura Conphys, Râmnicu Vâlcea, 1995.

	7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Mircea Diaconu
Title:
Ministre de la culture et du patrimoine national
Date:
30 May 2012 (last revision)
Signature:
<signed>
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