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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Morocco

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Cherry festival in Sefrou

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	مهرجان حب الملوك بصفرو * Lfichta n Hebb Lemlouk n Sefrou * Lfichta di Hebb Lemlouk di Sefrou

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Moussem Hab Lmlouk

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 
Not to exceed 150 words

	The communities involved in the cherry festival in Sefrou are the people of the city of Sefrou in particular, represented by the City Council, and the population of the Province of Sefrou in general, both also represented by local associations (NGOs). These populations, the true knowledge bearers of the festival and its heritage, are heirs to many expressions of a cultural, linguistic and confessional diversity.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.
Not to exceed 150 words

	First and foremost, the cherry festival, concerns the city of Sefrou, mainly its historic urban centre. Given the centrality of the cherry tree (both sweet and sour) within the element, the gardens surrounding the city are among the festival’s important places. A significant proportion of activities is also concentrated in new areas of the city: socio-economic activities (weaving, embroidery, etc.), social (cooperatives, associations), cultural (literary competitions, exhibitions, contemporary art, etc.) and sports (martial arts associations). In recent decades, cherry production having spread beyond the perimeter of Sefrou, neighbouring villages bring their production there on the occasion of each edition of the festival, notably the communities of Imouzzer Kandar and El Hajeb. The Cherry Queen contest was opened up in recent years to all of Morocco.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.


E-mail address
	:

	salih@minculture.gov.ma

	Other relevant information:

	www.minculture.gov.ma


	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s)

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.
Not to exceed 250 words

	The cherry festival in Sefrou is the oldest festival in Morocco. Founded in the early 1920s and celebrated for three days in June of each year, it focuses on all activities that link nature, through the celebration of cherry picking, and culture, by the highlighting of performing arts and specific crafts products of the region. All these activities are conceived in a festive atmosphere to accompany the election of the Cherry Queen from the girls of the city. The element gives rise to celebrations and practices spreading knowledge and know-how related to the cherry tree and fruit, as well as to the staging of local beauty and culture. Its annual organization involves the entire population of the city and its neighbours in a festive atmosphere. In addition to the Cherry Queen competition, the festival gives rise to various activities in the economic, social and cultural realms. The true highlight of the festival is the parade of the Cherry Queen dressed in her finest traditional costume, surrounded by her attendants, offering cherries to onlookers in the midst of ambulant decors of the productive sectors, and troupes performing skits, songs and dances of the region. Fantasia groups, rural and urban music and dance troupes, as well as majorettes and bands enliven the festival’s parade and evenings. 

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?
Not to exceed 250 words

	The population of Sefrou, through its City Council (elected) and local associations (NGOs), is the bearer of the cherry festival. Its practitioners belong to all socio-professional, educational and cultural categories of the city. The festival is organized under the auspices and vigilance of an organizing committee set up specifically for the event and consisting of representatives of all segments of the population (provincial, city council, NGOs and representatives of civil society, craft cooperatives, professional associations, etc..). The committee is divided into subcommittees, each dealing with a particular aspect of the activities, in a sharing of responsibilities dictated by the specialization of each sub-committee (sports, culture, sponsorship, logistics, the Cherry Queen election, parade, communications, etc.). During the entire period of the festival, the whole population contributes proactively, in one way or another, to the success of the festival. Some socio-professional groups have an important role in the festival: craftswomen making silk buttons that adorn traditional dress (djellabas, caftans, jabadors, serouals, slippers, etc..), fruit growers supplying cherries, productive sectors of the city participating in the parade, local sports clubs taking part in competitions and the fantasia, music and dancing troupes animating the highlights of the festival.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The cherry festival is part of the cultural heritage and identity of Sefrou. It has already spanned three generations, and its viability is ensured by the transmission to future generations of its organizing methods as well as its cultural activities that are part of it and that accompany it. Arborists, supervised by the provincial department of agriculture, maintain and transmit the cultivation of cherry trees to the younger generation, guaranteeing availability of the fruit in season, emblematic element of the festival. Depending upon the activity (singing and dancing, confection of local products, celebration of the various moments of the festival, etc.), the transmission of knowledge and know-how is a formal and / or non-formal process. The involvement of young and old people alike in all of the festival’s activities is the guarantee of this transmission. Performances of the Ahidous dance include some troupes composed of children in order to ensure the sustainability of this ancestral art. On the eve of the festival, in the alleyways of the medina of Sefrou, it is not uncommon to see women fashioning the silk buttons, characteristic of the city, and, beside them, young girls watching and learning the craft. All of the craft guilds of the city associate young people in the fabrication of their respective products which become decorative elements on the day of the festival. Finally, all the younger generations of Sefrou are strongly attached to their festival and participate in the entire process of its organization. 

	(iv) What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The festival brings together the people of the city and its region, once a year, around the celebration of  beauty symbolized by the cherry fruit on the one hand and the most beautiful girl of the city or country on the other. The parallel is thus established between the beauty of the cherry and that of the girl, even as concerns their appellations ‘cherry’ and ‘Cherry Queen’. Thus, the opportunity is given to the entire social fabric of the city to present its activities and achievements of the year in areas as diverse as tree cultivation, sports, crafts and gastronomy. In this way, the community of Sefrou expresses its sense of identity and continuity, together with a sense of cultural specificity that the cherry symbolizes to the extent that for all Moroccans, Sefrou and the cherry are nearly synonymous. The beauty, freshness and delicacy of the fruit have repercussions on the population of the city known for its values of coexistence, tolerance and conviviality. These values apply to religions (Islam, Judaism, and Christianity), lifestyles (townspeople, merchants, artisans, horticulturists / mountaineers, farmers, ranchers) and languages (Amazigh/Berber, Arabic, French). The festival is thus a source of pride and belonging which distinguishes and enhances self esteem of the city and its people. Today it is a fundamental element of the city’s cultural identity and continuity at national level. 

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words

	No element of the festival is contrary to existing international instruments relating to human rights or mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, nor is it inconsistent with sustainable development. The festival promotes tolerance, as the contestants for Cherry Queen may be Muslim, Jewish or Christian. Urban and rural “Sefriouis” (inhabitants of Sefrou), and people of Amazigh or Arabic tongue are actively involved in the major annual event in the city and its surroundings, however the participation and visibility of the Amazigh within the festival would benefit from increased recognition (by means of banners, posters, brochures, website, etc..). Finally, the festival contributes to the maintenance and development of cherry tree cultivation in the province of Sefrou. Not only does the festival promote the cherry as a fruit, but also products derived from it (jams, jellies, handicrafts, etc.), and regional specialties in general

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The event is a central element of the lives of the Sefriouis consequently the entire population desires international recognition of the festival as heritage of humanity. This recognition will increase awareness locally at the local level of the importance of intangible cultural heritage, and will ensure the visibility of this heritage in the eyes of local communities. At national level, its inscription will impact other communities that have particular forms of intangible cultural heritage which could be enhanced by international recognition through UNESCO. This will certainly strengthen acceptance of the very notion of the intangible cultural heritage by public and non-governmental officials. Internationally, inscription of the festival will draw attention to the need to safeguard similar forms of intangible cultural heritage worldwide, especially those with links between nature and culture.

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words

	International recognition of the festival through its inscription will enhance its value even in the eyes of its own bearers. The identification and promotion of the elements of intangible cultural heritage to which it gives rise will encourage mutual understanding and hence dialogue among communities, groups and individuals. Encouraging greater participation of candidates of Jewish or Christian faith, as in the past, will be strengthened by the inscription, as well as the promotion of Amazigh (Berber) within communities. The participation of musical troupes and fantazia groups from all over Morocco will encourage dialogue between these communities. The growing influx of national and international visitors will increase following inscription of the festival, promoting fruitful intercultural exchange. Similarly, such an inscription will arouse curiosity around the world and generate the desire to travel and discover other lands and cultures.

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words

	Intangible cultural heritage in evidence during the festival shows concretely the diversity of the heritage of the city of Sefrou, and testifies to the community’s respect for all the cultural influences received. International recognition of the festival will promote greater awareness of the diversity of this shared heritage and thus contribute to the respect of all its expressions, whether Jewish or Muslim, Amazigh or Arabic, traditional or modern. The increasing presence at the festival of descendants of the Jewish Diaspora native to Sefrou is an important indicator of the instauration and promotion of such cultural diversity. This cultural diversity is also highlighted through the participation in the festival of different craft guilds of the city and musical troupes from various parts of Morocco, which occurs in an atmosphere of mutual respect. 

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	

	The increasing involvement of the entire population of Sefrou in the festival and its promotion at the national level is clearly the reflection of an irreversible commitment towards ensuring the viability of the festival by the population itself. The professionalism that now characterizes the festival is perceived not only as a performance but also as a strong desire to ensure a successful outcome of the activities constituting the event, and an assurance of the continuity and sustainability of the entire festival. These performances particularly leverage efforts to promote the event locally, nationally and internationally, including through new technologies. As from 2010, the opening up of the Cherry Queen contest to all Moroccan girls of different backgrounds and faiths is a way to give increasingly greater scope to the festival and a more assertive presence on the national scene. At each session, there is a marked increase in the commitment of the artisans and artists who contribute, each in their own domain, to the production of items and accessories, as well as to the animation of the Cherry Queen crowning ceremonies and her parade. The viability of the festival is also ensured by the development of planting and maintenance of the cherry tree, emblematic of the city of Sefrou and its festival. As from 2010, the number of new plants has greatly increased throughout the region. 

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	Since its inception in 1920, the cherry festival is organized primarily by the City Council of Sefrou which "decides what action to take to ensure the economic, social and cultural development of the town" (Law No. 78-00 on the Municipal Charter - Article 35). In order to achieve this, it cooperates with associations, governmental agencies of the province of Sefrou, and delegations of ministerial departments (education, agriculture, handicrafts, tourism, youth and sports, culture).  Given the core role of the element in the life of the community of Sefrou, its roots in the recent history of the city and its contribution to its visibility, the festival has always been a must on the local and regional cultural agenda.

The organization of the festival has long suffered from a lack of professionalism capable of guaranteeing that it could be held under irreproachable conditions. The lack of financial and qualified human resources has also been a major handicap in regard to successive limited municipal budgets and pressing needs in other areas of highest priority. Nevertheless, the officials are now working in consultation with all partners towards better organization. The measures adopted, while ensuring the visibility of the element, contribute to its safeguarding

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words

	To ensure and enhance the viability of the celebration of the cherry festival in Sefrou, and to prepare for the possible consequences of its international recognition, safeguarding measures were adopted by the organizers representing the communities, bearers of the festival. The main safeguarding measures defined are as follows:

1. Creation of a museum and / or interpretation centre: this structure will include two main sections:
- a documentary section devoted to various documents relating to the city of Sefrou and its region, notably its festival. Essentially composed of books, the documentation may also be iconographic, audio and video. Such documentation will be particularly useful in the development of the local history of Sefrou and its region;
- a museum and / or interpretative section composed of two components: (i) knowledge related to the cherry tree, scientific data relating to the tree, its species, culture, fruit, wood and its uses, the history of its cultivation in Sefrou, the fruit and its benefits, etc.. (Ii) the cherry festival: history, previous editions and objects from these editions (jewelry, costumes, photos of former cherry queens, etc..).

Currently, this important project has been included in the "Municipal Development Plan" for 2011-2013 by the City Council of Sefrou. The project aims both to safeguard the cultural heritage associated with the festival and to contribute to the development of the city.
2. Adoption and publication of a concerted methodology for the organization of the festival:

- An organizing committee has already been established and is coordinating all sub-committees that participate, each according to their responsibility, in the realization of all the activities within the festival;
- Definition of the programme of activities of each edition in order to give each one a specific identity;
- Clear definition of tasks of the various partners involved in the organization within the organizing committee chaired by the City Council;
- Management and control of the financial aspects of the organization and liaising with donors for better performance of the responsibilities linked to sponsorship;
- Promotion and communication strategy: setting up a subcommittee specifically dedicated to communication aspects of the festival;
- Evaluation of each edition and decision-making to improve services.
3. Adoption and publication of a document on the procedures, criteria and composition of the jury that presides over the choice of the Cherry Queen, including the rules of procedure of the jury:

- Composition of the jury and identification of its members according to professional criteria;
- Duties of the jury;
- Calendar of the contest and communication on the event to ensure wide dissemination of information;
- Procedures and criteria for the selection of candidates according to predefined criteria;
- Rules of procedure of the jury, including a code of ethics.
All these measures are currently being finalized and adopted by the organizing committee.

4. Archive collection: press, publications, photos, videos, television coverage of previous editions of the festival since its creation.
5. Redesign of the cherry festival website as the interface of the festival vis-à-vis the communities and visitors.
6. Strengthening of twinning actions already initiated with Italy (notably with the National Association “City of Cherries” grouping 56 associations of producer cities).
Moreover, in view of a possible inscription of the cherry festival in Sefrou on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, the city of Sefrou will experience an increase in the influx of tourists during the annual festival. To anticipate the negative effects of such an increase and encourage the positive effects of the inscription, local officials (elected officials, local authorities and NGOs) agreed to set aside a day in May 2012 in order to study these issues. The organizers and local officials thus plan an assessment of the welcome and accommodation capacities of the city to eventually consider the possibility of encouraging investment in this domain. They also think of analyzing the possibilities of controlled regulation of an excessive influx of tourists by a rational programming of the artistic performances during the festival. 

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The City Council of Sefrou, as the body in charge of organizing the festival through an organizing committee, agrees to implement safeguarding measures developed in consultation with all partners.
The administrations, public bodies of the city and representatives of civil society have always joined forces to improve the festival celebration. The nomination to the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage provides impetus to the safeguarding effort.
The commitment of the State and the increased importance it attaches to the festival, as part of the cultural identity of the city, were confirmed at its 90th edition in 2010 by its organization under the patronage of the King of Morocco and the presence of government members.
The Ministry of Culture is committed to providing technical assistance and support to the City Council in the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures, particularly as concerns inventory and enhancement.
The National Company of Radio and Television Broadcasting (SNRT, pertaining to the public sector service of audio-visual communication) is committed to providing all the archives (photographs, images, publications) in its possession to enrich the museum or interpretation centre provided for in the safeguarding measures. 

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words

	At the 21st annual Cultural Conference in the city organized by the City Council on 23 and 24 April 2010, part of the programme was devoted to the presentation and discussion of the nomination of the cherry festival to the Representative List of Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The opportunity was given to representatives of civil society and the vital sectors of the city to propose activities in the framework of the organization of this edition of the festival. Discussions also focused on how to safeguard and enhance the festival, and they expressed willingness to participate actively in the preservation of the intangible cultural heritage of the city and region. The planned safeguarding activities take into account the concern of the local people to see that this heritage is both recognized and valued. Other meetings were held to prepare the 90th edition of the festival in which local people were associated through NGOs and the cooperatives to which they belong. The festival thus helps to safeguard not only the cultural heritage with which it is directly associated, but also that of all the socio-cultural activities that revolve around it. Local communities will participate in developing safeguarding measures, conducting an exhaustive inventory of ICH linked to the festival, and the finalization of safeguarding measures retained. The creation of income-generating activities, temporary or sustained, is the key to the success of these measures in the eyes of the communities. 

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Conseil Municipal de Sefrou
Name and title of the contact person:

Abdellatif Mazouz, Président du Conseil Municipal de la ville de Sefrou
Address:

Hôtel de Ville - Sefrou
Telephone number:

+212 6 61 45 95 95

+212 5 35 66 00 01 ou +212 5 35 66 00 03
Fax number:

+212 5 35 66 03 34
E-mail address:

adbelmaz@hotmail.com
Other relevant information:

Organisation/communauté : Gouverneur de la Province de Sefrou

Nom et titre de la personne à contacter : Abdesslam Zouggar, Gouverneur de la Province de Sefrou

Adresse : av. Mohammed V, Sefrou

Numéro de téléphone : +212 5 35 66 12 42

Numéro de fax : 212 5 35 96 90 18


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words

	The City Council of Sefrou, sensitive to the wishes of the population to see elements of its cultural heritage recognized and presented internationally, has been in contact with the Ministry of Culture on this issue for several years. With the implementation of the Convention of Intangible Cultural Heritage which Morocco has ratified, this department proposed that reflection be initiated on the safeguarding of the cultural heritage of the city and its region. The cherry festival quickly drew the attention of the parties involved. A preliminary inventory conducted with the local population’s knowledge bearers revealed both the centrality of the element in the culture of the city and the wealth of ICH that it comprises. In October 2009, the City Council of Sefrou and the Ministry of Culture decided to work together to prepare the nomination for the inscription of the festival on the Representative List of ICH.

As elected representative of the population of the city and the main body responsible for the annual organization of the festival, the City Council took charge of informing and raising awareness of the associations, academics, artists, and major vital sectors of the city of the nomination procedures and prospects for international recognition of the element. The different groups which are the NGOs and cooperatives, on the one hand, and the individual bearers of intangible cultural heritage on the other hand, were asked early on to participate in the preparation of the nomination. The 21st annual Cultural Conference of the city in 2010 was the culmination of this process in which stakeholders discussed the progress of the nomination and appropriate safeguarding measures. The City Council also involved the city authorities who supported this initiative.
The various representatives of the people of Sefrou actively and spontaneously contributed to the preparation of this file by providing all necessary information and documentation (archives, photographs, audio and audiovisual recordings, bibliographies). They also participated in the development of safeguarding measures to be undertaken for the enhancement of the festival.
The process of preparing the nomination file created great dynamism within the NGOs and various sectors participating in the celebration of the festival who have expressed pride in seeing their festival nominated for international recognition.
The nomination of the festival has, for the first time, mobilized the sponsors whose financial contribution greatly enhanced the quality of the activities scheduled during the 90th edition 

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The consent of community representatives is demonstrated by:
- A written text, approved and signed by the main associations representative of the population of the Province of Sefrou;
- A statement by the president of the City Council, representing the population of Sefrou and chairman of the organizing committee of the festival;
- A statement from the Governor of the Province of the city of Sefrou, representing local authorities of the Province of Sefrou;
- A statement of the Committee of Jewish Communities of Fez, Oujda and Sefrou.
The community’s consent was also expressed at the 21st annual Cultural Conference dedicated to the city of Sefrou in April 2010, in official speeches by local authorities, in radio and television broadcasts and in national newspapers, notably at the time of the 90th edition. 

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The entire population of Sefrou participates in the festival. Since its creation until the present day, the actions taken by local authorities and the various participants are based on respect for customary practices that are brought into play before, during and after the festival.

Only the deliberations of the jury in the screening and selection of candidates for the title of Cherry Queen take place in camera.
Otherwise, opening up the festival to the population of the city and neighbouring municipalities in all transparency is a fundamental rule of the festival.

	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Organization/ community:
Sefrou Events (Organisation des Festivals et animation culturelle dans la Province de Sefrou)
Name and title of the contact person:
Jamal Tazi, Président
Address:
Jnan Nzaha, C.R. Aghbalou Aqorar, Province de Sefrou, Maroc

Telephone number:
+212 6 61 25 12 12
Other relevant information:
Organisation/communauté : Association Hab Lamlouk 

Nom et titre de la personne à contacter : Maître Said Talloussi

Adresse : Conseil Municipal de Sefrou, Sefrou, Maroc.
Numéro de téléphone : +212 6 68 75 42 45

Organisation/communauté : Comité des Communautés Israélites de Fès-Sefrou- Oujda 

Nom et titre de la personne à contacter : Dr Armand Guigui, Président

Adresse : 24, Rue Houssain Al Khaddar, 30 000 Fès, Maroc.
Numéro de téléphone : +212 5 55 62 24 46

Numéro de fax : +212 5 55 62 24 46

23 associations participate in the festival: see attached "Declaration of support for the nomination of the “Cherry festival in Sefrou” for inscription on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage" followed by the names and contact details of the associations.


	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 
Not to exceed 200 words

	The compilation of the inventory of intangible cultural heritage, its realization and its update are carried out by the Ministry of Culture – Directorate of Cultural Heritage (Division of the Inventory and Documentation of Cultural Heritage, Intangible Heritage eritaInventory Service). Currently, the ICH inventory is being developed. The inventory results are partially available in a database grouping immovable, movable and intangible heritage and are, in part, publicly accessible via a dedicated website (www.idpc.ma). The Cherry festival in Sefrou is included, in the form of a version constantly updated according to available data, in the national lists of the inventory of the intangible heritage under reference:
igpcm-B2AED8 (under the title Moussem Hab Lmlouk)
(http://www.idpc.ma/view/pc_immateriel/igpcm:B2AED8?sort=title&page=2&hpp=20&num=36)
The ICH inventory for the cherry festival in Sefrou was conducted in collaboration with the City Council of Sefrou and with the effective participation of NGOs, notably the Hab Lamlouk Association and the Sefrou Associative Network. These associations, representing the communities that are bearers of the festival, took part in the work of identifying, documenting and updating data which served to prepare the inventory of the festival. 

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	-
GEERTZ,Clifford, Le Souk de Sefrou, Paris : Bouchène, 2003.
-
BENHALIMA, Hassan, Petites villes traditionnelles en mutations socioéconomiques: le cas de Sefrou, Rabat: Publications de la Faculté des Lettres et Sciences humaines, 1987.

-
RAUZIER, Marie-Pascale, Moussems et fêtes traditionnelles au Maroc, Paris: ACR Editions, 1997.
- REYSOO, Fenneke, Pélerinages au Maroc, Paris: Maison des Sciences de l'Homme et Neuchâtel: Editions de l'Institut d'ethnologie, 1991.
-
GUIRI, Ali, HOUSSA, Ahmed, ZERHOUNI, Mohamed & OURRI, Lahcen, Sefrou, sur les traces de la mémoire collective, 2006.
-
HOUSSA Ahmed & MIRI Rahma, Sefrou: un patrimoine culturel authentique, Rabat, 2005. 

-
http: //www-festival-cerises-sefrou.com

-
http://www.jardinsdumaroc.com/Sefrou-jardin-de-beaute-et-de-mitoyennete_a1883.html

	7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Abdellah Salih
Title:
Directeur du Patrimoine culturel
Date:
7 May 2012 (last revision)
Signature:
<signed>
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