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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Spain

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	The Fiesta of the Patios in Cordova

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters

	La Fiesta de los Patios de Córdoba

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	"The Fiesta of the Cordovan Patios"

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. 

Not to exceed 150 words

	The Fiesta of the Patios in Cordova involves all the city's inhabitants, who consider it to be their most important fiesta, identify with it and collaborate and participate each year to different degrees. The communities most directly involved are the residents who live in, regularly decorate and look after the patios, the cultural spaces where the fiesta is celebrated every spring and transmitted from generation to generation.
The festivities and rituals are prepared through collaboration among groups of residents, local and regional associations and institutions, with the involvement of Cordovan citizens of all ages, sexes and economic, social and professional backgrounds. The non-profit-making associations "Claveles y Gitanillas" (the “Carnations and Geraniums” Association) and "Amigos de los Patios Cordobeses" (“Association of Friends of the Patios of Cordova”) are committed to safeguarding the fiesta and its inherent cultural spaces and to the annual organisation of the ritual.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element, indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The ritual of the Fiesta of the Patios takes place exclusively in the Historic Quarter of the city of Cordova, in Andalusia, more specifically in its inherent cultural space: the Cordovan patios. However, the festivities also spill out onto the streets and public squares in the two traditional districts in the Historic Quarter where this annual fiesta takes place: the Medina, which includes the districts around the Mosque, such as the Jewish Quarter and San Basilio (popularly known as "Alcázar Viejo"); the area known as the Axerquía in Cordova, which includes the districts of Santiago, Santa Marina de Aguas Santas, San Pedro, San Andrés, San Lorenzo and La Magdalena. These districts boast different patios, the main cultural spaces where the festivities take place and where this ritual is celebrated every spring. The patios that can be visited change from year to year and are determined voluntarily by the residents.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, indicate a fax number. 

For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination, and for one person in each State Party involved.


Telephone

	number:

	91-7017262

	Fax number:

	91-7017383


E-mail address
	:

	jesus.prieto@mcu.es


	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Fiesta of the Patios in Cordova is a festive event and regular ritual that takes place every spring during twelve days at the beginning of May. It consists in opening and showing the Cordovan patios to all Cordovan society and also everyone who comes from other places to participate in the fiesta. The patios are the characteristic cultural space in which this fiesta is celebrated, where inhabitants freely welcome all visitors to admire their beauty and the skill and wisdom of their creators. As a symbolic contribution to help maintain the fiesta, visitors are kindly requested to leave a coin on a tray guarded by the elderly residents. The ritual festive events are accompanied, in the patios and adjoining public spaces, streets and squares, by traditional singing, flamenco guitar playing and dancing, and collective commensalism. The Fiesta of the Patios in Cordova, perceived as an integral part of this city’s cultural heritage, imbuing it with a strong sense of identity and continuity, is the climax to a one year of shared and supportive dedication involving all generations of local residents, exquisitely synchronised with the seasons and nature, guided by secular traditions, knowledge and skills, materialising in the luxuriant, floral, chromatic, acoustic (murmuring water, birds chirping), aromatic and compositional creativity of each patio, the expression of the wisdom, symbolism and traditions of Cordovan community and especially the residents who dwell in these patio houses.

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?

Not to exceed 250 words

	People from all social groups (age, gender – women play a fundamental role-, class) practice, transmit and participate in the Fiesta of the Patios. This festive event has been and is transmitted from parents to children, from grandparents to grandchildren, through various generations, as a way of expressing, representing and perpetuating a sense of belonging to and identification with the city of Cordova, its symbols and traditions.

The bearers, practitioners and transmitters of the fiesta are the residents who spend all year organising and preparing the ritual, looking after their patios and their plants and flowers, which will be admired by visitors in May. They have their own social fabric, formed by groups: families, associations, “peñas” (different types of associations). There are different levels of responsibility, normally exercised by elderly people as the bearers of knowledge on the preparations and celebrations. The practice and knowledge of the fiesta are transmitted within these family groups and associations, creating a sense of belonging to and identification with the group and the ritual. Informal education in the transmission of the fiesta takes place by initiating children into both the tradition and the commitment to continuity.

Other people only participate at certain moments of the ritual but are not members of the organising groups and do not have specific responsibilities. They are simply practitioners of the ritual, helping to revitalise the fiesta and disseminate and transfer their knowledge of this festivity to all Cordovan society.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today? 

Not to exceed 250 words

	Today, these are transmitted as follows:

(i) Knowledge is transmitted:

- orally: the fiesta has its own jargon and many specific expressions are used by the participants in its different facets, helping to promote and transmit vocabulary, sayings, legends and traditional stories.

- tradition and the specific way of developing the ritual during the preparation of the fiesta and its spaces, and during the festivities themselves.

- the types of occupancy and relationships with the public and personal space during the ritual in the patios, streets and squares. These spaces fill with people who occupy, touch and admire the patios, and dance, eat and sing, altering the boundaries of intimate spaces of interpersonal relations and transforming them into spaces where a collective ritual takes place and where physical contact becomes important, allowing situations that would not be as readily accepted in other contexts.

- nature and the universe: traditional local gardening (plants and flowers, and their maintenance through time and space; grafting, cutting, pruning; seed conservation; irrigation), traditional use of water resources (wells and irrigation channels); placement of bird nests.

- performing arts, popular Cordovan folklore music, singing, guitar playing and dancing.

- the preparation of traditional food and drink specifically associated with the fiesta and the special way of serving and sharing it.

(ii) Skills:

- through the construction and use of tools and utensils to look after the plants and spaces, ceramics, tinware, whitewashing, earthenware, traditional stone floors (Cordovan “enchinado" – pebble stone floors).

	(iv) What social and cultural functions and meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Today, the Fiesta of the Patios has:

(i) social functions as an integration instrument because this spring ritual requires the selfless cooperation of many people from all age groups, social strata and backgrounds, promoting and encouraging teamwork and contributing to local harmony and conviviality. The tasks to be performed all year round in the patios and during the preparation and development of this fiesta, an unrivalled celebration of sociability, require, first and foremost, a desire to join others, to transcend the private sphere in order to achieve a greater common good, generously offering these private spaces for the community to enjoy.

(ii) cultural functions since the communities that are the bearers and practitioners become real living archives and donors of memory; during the fiesta they share their ancestral practices of communal coexistence with the people who visit their dwellings. During the fiesta, this becomes a festive ritual of communication through expressions of affection and shared food and drink. Thus, the fiesta enhances the recognition of these communities’ social function and boosts their self-esteem and the transmission and continuity of this festive event, in which families and associations are the main reference groups and reproducers of tradition.

(iii) Today, the Fiesta of the Patios continues to signify solidarity, generosity, social integration, equality, respect, participation, passion, spirit of excellence and sustainable development.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The element is completely compatible with existing international human rights instruments and with the requirements of mutual respect, promoting a ritual activity with which people identify that is based on the participation of local communities (of all their members under equal conditions), the exchange of human experiences, tolerance, the integration of new members and social reproduction, and peaceful conviviality with other ritual expressions in the same spatial and temporal framework. The ritual is mainly developed in patios, but also in the streets and squares of the Historic Quarter of Cordova, without having to alter these spaces or consume additional natural resources for the celebrations, thus making it compatible with sustainable development. In fact, the fiesta itself, the annual preparations and the cultural spaces (the patios) where the festivities take place are a paradigmatic model of good-neighbourliness and mutual respect and a sustainable and exemplary form of habitation and coexistence in an increasingly individualistic society wasteful of resources and space. The Fiesta of the Patios in Cordova is also an excellent and visible example of the close and effective relationship between tangible and intangible heritage.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and 
to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’.

	(i) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The Fiesta of the Patios in Cordova, which lasts for nearly two weeks, is a splendid example of a public and creative fiesta, open to all without distinction, capable of mobilising and involving the entire population of Cordova, as well as people who visit the city especially for this occasion. Its inscription on the List will enhance the visibility each year of not just the fiesta but also the intangible heritage it represents, and in particular the Convention and its universal values regarding the safeguarding and dissemination of intangible heritage. The preparation of the nomination has also significantly boosted local and national awareness of the importance of intangible heritage, which would be greatly strengthened with its inscription on the List. The uniqueness of this fiesta, its open and hospitable character and its associated and exemplary universal social, cultural and environmental values would raise greater international awareness of the element.

	(ii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not to exceed 150 words

	The Fiesta of the Patios in Cordova is the result of daily and permanent cooperation, teamwork and respect for others, and not sporadic interventions. It is a magnificent celebration of community. It is the culmination of an annual journey, repeated year after year, of permanent intercultural and intergenerational meetings and dialogue in the cultural space represented by Cordova’s patios, true crucibles of a unique, sustainable and interactive communal lifestyle. In this sense, it is a true example of dialogue at not only local and national but also universal level. Inscription would significantly enhance the emergence of these values, the commitment to their safeguarding and transmission, the recognition and self-esteem of the communities involved and, consequently, in addition to strengthening existing dialogue between communities, groups and individuals, it would offer new opportunities and reasons to encourage and enhance the aforementioned dialogue.

	(iii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not to exceed 150 words

	(140) The preparations for the Fiesta of the Patios, which take place all year round and culminate with the actual festivities in spring, are like a school for learning respect for cultural diversity and a permanent workshop on human creativity. Indeed, the necessary voluntary and supportive collaboration among residents of different ages, social status, professions, beliefs or backgrounds promotes and fosters the respect necessary to achieve a common and shared goal that transcends the private sphere. Inscription, which would be seen as recognition of this learning and practice, would promote this value by disseminating and enhancing it at all levels. The Fiesta is this Cordovan community’s expression of creativity, using the five sense to shape and mould the place where it takes place. Inscription would give prominence to such an authentic and defining value of the fiesta, thus promoting human creativity.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The element’s viability has been and is ensured through the initiatives taken by communities, groups and individuals:

- Transmission: the communities have, at neighbourhood, family and individual level, for centuries internalised the fundamental importance of transmission to ensure the survival of both the fiesta and their own identity. All year round, grandparents, parents and other relatives or residents initiate children into the knowledge and preparation of the fiesta.

- Identification and research: through the webpages of neighbourhood associations and individuals, specialised monographs, magazines, guides, DVDs, videos and workshops, raising awareness of the popular characteristics, cultural history and significance of the fiesta.

- Preservation and protection: a common community and individual commitment, renewed annually, which includes both permanent maintenance of the cultural space (whitewashing, painting and decorating) and the safeguarding of the knowledge, rituals and traditions of the fiesta.

- Promotion: organisation of different events. The most important and oldest event (dating from 1921) is the "Municipal Patios Competition", which promotes the enrichment of the fiesta and the recognition and self-esteem of the communities involved. Since 1956, the "Cordovan Patios Festival" has promoted the representation in the patios of traditional Cordovan folklore singing, guitar playing and dancing. Nowadays, other contests (photography, cakes, painting) have been added, promoted by neighbourhood associations.

- Revitalization: permanent revitalization through two associations, “Claveles y Gitanillas” (the “Carnations and Geraniums” Association) and "Amigos de los Patios Cordobeses" (Association of Friends of the Patios of Cordova), which represent the local communities and individuals committed to continuing this tradition.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the concerned States Parties safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not to exceed 250 words

	Regional and local institutions safeguard the element through the following initiatives:

- Transmission: educational programme (Cordova City Council, 2005) “Conoce los patios cordobeses” ("Discover Cordova’s patios"), visits for infant school pupils in order to initiate children (50,000 have already participated in this programme) into the Fiesta and its values (neighbourhood life, solidarity, respect, sustainability, creativity).

- Identification, documentation, research: inclusion of the fiesta, its spaces, knowledge, rituals and associated artefacts/tools in the Intangible Cultural Heritage Atlas of Andalusia (Andalusian Regional Government), promotion of scientific studies on the fiesta and its communities: "The Patios of Cordova: a sociological study on cultural, festive and economic aspects and everyday life" (Institute of Advanced Social Studies, 2009).

- Preservation and protection: of the cultural space associated with the fiesta (the patios) since 1990 under the Financial Aid Programme for Maintenance and Refurbishment (aid for the period 2008-2009 amounted to € 1,150,750);

- Promotion of the fiesta: City Council Budget, € 200,000 in 2011: 3,000 €/patio for the 45 participants in the Municipal Patio Competition (held annually since 1921) and € 40,000 in prizes; municipal tax rebates on water consumption and household waste collection.

- Revitalization: by promoting enabling frameworks for local community activities with support for the promotion of the fiesta or actions to improve the Historic Quarter.

The generosity of residents, families and individuals in these communities, associative dynamism, the City Council's commitment and the involvement of Cordova’s economic sectors ensure the adaptation and efficiency of resources.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words

	The Fiesta of the Patios in Cordova is the result and expression of a unique lifestyle, manifested publicly in spring, like an explosion of creativity, beauty and hospitality. This involves both crosscutting measures to guarantee its future and continuity, as well as the active involvement and participation of many different institutions, associations and entities, and in particular the communities involved.

1. MEASURES FOR THE PROMOTION AND PRESERVATION OF THE FIESTA

1.1. The Municipal Institute of Economic Development and Employment (“Instituto Municipal de Desarrollo Económico y Empleo” - IMDEEC) has launched the “Patios of Cordova Employment Workshop”, a job training action for unemployed people running for 12 months, with activities developed in three modules:

a) Sociology-Anthropology: the students/workers will document the oral tradition of patio house residents, their customs, floral decoration techniques, network of neighbour relationships, solidarity practices, methods for introducing and transmitting the fiesta.

b) Digitalization-Computerisation: the monitoring on audio-visual media of the documentation described in paragraph (a).

c) General Building Work and Painting: this component will help maintain patios entering the competition using local traditional techniques associated with the preparation of the fiesta such as whitewashing or "enchinado cordobés" (Cordoban-style pebble stone flooring).

1.2. Since 2010 the Municipal Institute of Environmental Management (INGEMA) has taken the following measures:

- Competition for the quality of a singular plant.

- Donation of cuttings and traditional plants grown in the patios.

- Collaboration with those patios that require special help with pruning.

- Creation of a network to promote traditional Cordovan floral species.

- Programme of technical support to participants in the Patio Competition.

2. MEASURES TO PROTECT THE CULTURAL SPACE INHERENT TO THE FIESTA

2.1. The company “Viviendas Municipales de Córdoba” (VIMCORSA) is producing a comprehensive census of patio houses and it has signed an agreement with the Polytechnic University of Madrid to support a study of collective patio houses to analyse refurbishment criteria, respecting traditional know-how, materials and techniques.

2.2. The Approved Rehabilitation Area of Axerquía Norte is carrying out a study on the location of patio houses, the state of the buildings, their level of urban protection, number and tenancy, and details of their inhabitants. It will include intervention proposals and an estimate of the cost.

3. ASSOCIATIVE MEASURES

Cordova City Council has signed two agreements with the "Claveles y Gitanillas" and "Amigos de los Patios" associations to promote the regular holding of Seminars, Conferences, Competitions and Exhibitions to demonstrate that patio houses are a meeting place and focus of sociability between the people living in the patios and their visitors and as cultural spaces that host the fiesta and explain the relationship between intangible and tangible heritage.

4. MEASURES TO REMOVE ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS

To ensure equal opportunities to access and participate in the fiesta, the Patio Competition will implement special routes for disabled people from this year onwards. Accessibility will be guaranteed by mobile ramps, sign language interpreters and guides for the blind.

5. DISSEMINATION MEASURES

The company Viviendas Municipales de Córdoba (VIMCORSA) and the Justice Office of the Andalusian Regional Government have signed an agreement under which minors convicted of minor offences will carry out community service work in patios inhabited by elderly people. The aim is to teach young people about the values associated with the Fiesta of the Patios and the values it represents and exemplifies.

MEASURES MITIGATING THE POSSIBLE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF INSCRIPTION AND VISITORS.

The long experience of this intentionally public fiesta has made it possible to anticipate these undesirable effects and already implement the necessary actions:

- The "Patios to be Enjoyed" programme promoted by the “Claveles y Gitanillas” Association. Before May, the patios will open their doors so that visitors can also enjoy the preparations for the Fiesta.

- "Christmas in the Patios." A “Claveles  Gitanillas” Association initiative, with the objective of recovering old traditions that were once customary in the patios at Christmas time: sharing meals and typical cakes and pastries with neighbours, decorating the patios with plants from the sierra and seasonal fruits, and lighting “candelas” (bonfires) on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve to sing Christmas carols and dance around them.

The agreement to participate in the fiesta and open the patios on a rotation basis ensures that pressure and crowds are properly and sustainably controlled, avoiding material damage, immaterial alterations and inconveniences for the communities.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The wide range of measures and institutions, bodies, associations and other entities that implement them and consequently the corresponding human and material resources, as well as the solid experience and commitments gathered over the years, are two important strengths of the strategy and the network created around the fiesta, guaranteeing the implementation of proposed protective measures. The resources assigned to carry out the actions are therefore widely distributed, allowing measures to be implemented even in more unfavourable economic circumstances. The current circumstances are an irrefutable example of this, since all the proposed measures are being implemented.

The State Party supports the implementation of the measures by its competent departments in the field of Intangible Cultural Heritage, at regional level (Directorate General of Cultural Assets of the Regional Ministry of Culture of the Andalusian Regional Government) and local level (Department of Popular Traditions, Cordova City Council). Each of these departments allocates annual budgets for inventory work, documentation, research, promotion and protection of the Fiesta of the Patios. They also provide, support and endorse agreements with institutes, universities, research centres and municipal enterprises, helping to weave a consistent and durable network of commitment and involvement.

At state level, in October 2011 the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport approved the National Plan for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage, prepared with strong territorial input, and which will contribute to the coordination and methodological organisation of safeguarding measures.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not to exceed 250 words

	The communities that make the Fiesta of the Patios possible are a unique example of involvement because the fiesta and the annual preparations are an important part of life in the patios, because the cultural space where the festivities take place is the intimate habitat of these residents and because the voluntary opening of their dwellings to the public in spring is a fundamental ritual intrinsic to their identity. The Fiesta of the Patios is intimately linked to the current lifestyle of these communities, both as the memory of the past and, in a very special way, to the construction of their future.

These unique circunstances and the presence of their highly dynamic and proactive associations mean that these communities do not only always respond when called upon to participate, they are also often propose measures and offer to participate in their design and implementation. The specific initiatives presented by these communities through their associations ("Claveles y Gitanillas" and "Amigos de los Patios") are an extremely important pillar for safeguarding the element.

In both cases, this involvement takes place through Work Committees, under the auspices of Cordova City Council. These committees meet regularly to implement and evaluate the measures. In fact, during the preparation of this nomination more than 40 meetings have been held over a period of 5 years. At these meetings, current safeguarding measures have been evaluated and future measures proposed and designed.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Delegation of Popular Traditions, Cordova City Council
Name and title of the contact person:

María Amelia Caracuel del Olmo. Delegate of Popular Traditions
Address:

Plaza de Orive nº 2 14071 Cordova (Spain)
Telephone number:

(34) 957485001

(34) 957497891
Fax number:

(34) 957497888
E-mail address:

secretaria.tradicionespopulares@ayuncordoba.es
Other relevant information:

Others Organizations : Diputación Provincial de Córdoba

Name and title of the contact person : María  Dolores Sánchez Moreno, Delegada de Igualdad, Políticas Sociales y Bienestar Social

Address : Plaza de Colón s/n 14001 Córdoba (España)

Telephone number : (34) 957211100


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. 

Not to exceed 500 words

	The initiative to nominate the Fiesta of the Patios for inscription on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage arose from the communities as the bearers and transmitters of this festive event. These communities discussed this possibility within their associations in 2007 and decided to go ahead with this project, requesting Cordova City Council, as their local representative institution, to provide institutional acceptance of and support for the nomination. The City Council provided full support and continues to coordinate this initiative at institutional level. In turn, it has involved the Andalusian Regional Government, which, through the Regional Ministry of Culture and its competent departments, has provided full institutional, technical and scientific backing to the nomination process, together with the Technical Departments of Cordova City Council, its Department of Popular Traditions and the Department of Documentary and Archive Management.

The process has taken more than five years, with support from the Ministry of Culture, which has verified and confirmed the strong commitment, active participation in all the stages and, first and foremost and most importantly, the strong conviction of the communities concerned, as well as the commitment of institutions, universities (UCO – Cordova University), research centres (IESA/CSIC), associations or other entities such as the “Consejo del Movimiento Ciudadano” (Citizens Movement Council), a permanent participation body that groups together all the city’s associative groups, or the Municipal Institute of Environmental Management (IMGEMA).

The nomination was prepared and elaborated within the framework of a Technical Commission set up expressly for this purpose (Agreement of the Plenary Session of Cordova City Council No. 78/7 of 1 March 2007) with members of both Associations ("Claveles y Gitanillas" and "Amigos de los Patios") representing, altruistically, the communities concerned, the Department of Popular Traditions and technical experts from the Municipal Archive Department. The Delegate of Culture of the Andalusian Regional Government also participated in this Commission. From the beginning until the presentation of the nomination, this Technical Commission met over 40 times. Both associations have simultaneously involved their members in this process through meetings and assemblies to discuss and decide on aspects relating to the preparation of the nomination and its contents. In addition, during the process the communities have contributed statements, life stories, graphic documentation, and opened their patio houses for filming and photographic shoots. In 2010, as part of the Bi-annual Workshop organised by the "Claveles y Gitanillas" Association, the Director of the Municipal Archive presented a report to the association’s General Assembly on the status of the nomination in its final stage, recording and incorporating the results of the rich debate that took place at the conference. Community members have also participated regularly in consultations presented to the Plenary Session of the City Council to inquire continually about the process and status of the application. The local press and other audio-visual media bear testimony to this participative process, with more than 200 articles having been published in 2011 alone.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. They should be provided in their original language as well as in English or French, if needed. 

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing and what form they take. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The prior and informed consent to this nomination from the community as the bearers and transmitters of the Fiesta of the Patios has been achieved across the board and using different media and strategies, to ensure that the attached evidence is as spatially and socially representative of this community and fully supportive of their consent. For this purpose, documents representing 1962 attestations of consent have been gathered and are attached, as detailed below:

- individual declarations (thirty-four) from patio house residents directly involved in the Fiesta, in its preparation and its celebration (included on the 2010 form);

- declarations from important Cordovan entities (fourteen) actively involved in maintaining the Fiesta of the Patios (included on the 2010 form);

- written declarations (two) from the "Claveles y Gitanillas" and "Amigos de los Patios" associations, representing members of the communities concerned;

- individual declarations (1912) from Cordovan citizens who identify with the Fiesta and who express their prior informed consent by signing the aforementioned declarations.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. Indicate whether or not such practices exist, and if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect. If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement on it. 

Not to exceed 250 words

	The community considers that no practices or information about the Fiesta of the Patios should be of restricted or limited access to the public participating in the fiesta. This is the ultimate public fiesta in which the main ritual focuses specifically on opening and showing for several days the most intimate space of each community resident: his/her patio house. Nor are there any secrets. However, what visitors will find are splendid and beautiful surprises as soon as residents open the doors to their patios and generously and hospitably welcome all citizens to discover and marvel at these spaces during this spring ritual. There, everyone shares in the annual recreation of this cultural space - the patios – and in the musical expressions, singing, dancing and socialising that take place therein.

The communities participate in this spring ritual freely and on a rotating basis. They agree, decide and, above all, want to show the public their knowledge, skills and creativity, in short their way of living and expressing that creativity. For these communities, the public is a necessary, indispensable actor in this ritual. Inviting citizens to discover a whole year of their life embodied in the decoration of the patios is the mission and desire of these communities and an essential component of their identity.

In this sense, the safeguarding measures proposed and implemented and inscription can only be positive for the Fiesta of the Patios given its open, public and participatory character.

	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, that are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Organization/ community:
Asociación de Patios Cordobeses "Claveles y Gitanillas"

Name and title of the contact person:
Leonor Camorra Pérez. President of the Association.
Address:
C/ San Juan de Palomares, 11. 14001 Cordova

Telephone number:
(34) 627162561
E-mail address:
patiosdecordoba@gmail.com
Other relevant information:
 Other Community : Asociación de Amigos de los Patios Cordobeses
Name and title of the contact person: Miguel Ángel Roldán. President of the Association

Address : C/ San Basilio, nº 50. 14004 Córdoba (España)

Telephone number :  (34) 661311359

E-mail address:  amigosdelospatioscordobeses@gmail.com


	5.
 Inclusion of the element in an inventory 

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with the Convention, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Attach to the nomination form documents showing the inclusion of the element in an inventory or refer to a website presenting that inventory. 
Not to exceed 200 words

	The element is included in the " Intangible Cultural Heritage Atlas of Andalusia", produced by the Andalusian Historical Heritage Institute and local residents as the protagonists of the fiesta, acting as recorders and identifiers of their. http://www.iaph.es/export/sites/default/galerias/patrimoniocultural/documentos/atlas/cordoba.pdf
The Fiesta is also included in the "General Catalogue of Andalusian Historical Heritage" (CGPHA in Spanish) of the Andalusian Regional Government, pursuant to Law 14/2007 on the Historical Heritage of Andalusia, which enables the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage while at the same time safeguarding the cultural space in which it is expressed (see attached report), and Decree 63/2003, which protects the Historic Quarter of the city of Cordova as Heritage of Cultural Interest with number 53-0000001. Decree 63/2003 updated the Royal Order of July 26, 1929, published in the Official Gazette of August 9, 1929. Cordova was the first protected historic quarter in Spain. http://www1.ccul.junta-andalucia.es/cultura/web/areas/bbcc/catalogo. (Appendix 2)

For the inclusion of the Fiesta in the CGPHA, the main groups participating in the Fiesta have participated in both the application for its protection and in the administrative “public information” formalities, in which any individual or group can support, refuse or qualify the protection of the cultural heritage that has been nominated.

	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation

The documentation listed below is mandatory, except for the edited video, and will be used in the process of examining and evaluating the nomination. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 edited video (up to 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	•
Jurado López, Josefa and Belmonte Pérez, Susana (dir.). Conoce los patios cordobeses: 2007. Cordova: Excmo. Ayuntamiento. Delegación de Educación e Infancia, 2007.

•
Solano Márquez, Francisco and Ramírez Laguna, Arturo (coord.). Los patios cordobeses. Cordova: Publicaciones de la Obra Social y Cultural de Cajasur, 2001.

•
Patios de Córdoba. Cordova: Asociación de Propietari@s y Vecin@s de Patios, Rejas y Balcones “Claveles y Gitanillas”, 2005.

•
Alvarez, José Miguel. “Rinconcitos del cielo: a los patios cordobeses” in Córdoba en Mayo, no. 6, 1968.

•
“Festival de los patios cordobeses y Feria de Nuestra Señora de la Salud 1985: programa de festejos” in Córdoba en Mayo, no. 23. 

•
Marquerie, Alfredo. “Patios cordobeses: poema” in Córdoba en Mayo, no. 2, 1964.

•
Medina González, Manuel. “Autenticidad y emoción de los patios cordobeses” in Córdoba en Mayo, no. 2, 1964.

•
Ojeda Carmona, Antonio. “Luz y color de los patios cordobeses” in BRAC, no. 121.

•
Peláez del Rosal, M. “I Encuentro sobre los Patios cordobeses” in Boletín de la Real Academia de Córdoba de Ciencias, Bellas Letras y Bellas Artes. Año LXII, no. 121. Córdoba: Real Academia de Córdoba de Ciencias, Bellas Letras y Nobles Artes, 1991.

•
Córdoba Mayo 1974-1985 [Artwork]: Festival de los Patios Cordobeses y Feria de Nuestra Señora de la Salud. 

•
Escribano Ucelay, Victor. “Ornamentación vegetal de los patios cordobeses”: conference given at the 2nd course of Gardening and Landscaping. Madrid: Escuela Superior de Arquitectura, 1956.

•
Sota, Alejandro de la. “Arquitectura y naturaleza”: conference given at the 2nd course of Gardening and Landscaping. Madrid: Escuela Superior de Arquitectura, 1956.

•
Peláez del Rosal, M. and Ojeda Carmona, A. Los patios como patrimonio cultural de Córdoba: I Pregón de los Patios Cordobeses. Córdoba: Andalucía Graf., 1992.

•
Tariq, A.K. “Los patios de Córdoba”. Cordova. Centro Cultural Arábigo-Cordobés “IBN HAZM”

•
El festival de los patios cordobeses [DVD]. Seville: Canal Sur Televisión, 2007.

•
http://www.amigosdelospatioscordobeses.es/

•
http://www.patiosdecordoba.es

	7.
Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Jesús Prieto de Pedro
Title:
Director General de Bellas Artes y Bienes Culturales y de Archivos y  Bibliotecas
Date:
9 February 2012 (last revision)
Signature:
<signed>
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