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Community Consent

Emblem

Recu CLT / CIH , ITH

SNNPR Kembata-Tambaro Zone
Le| =7 BLD. 2012

Culture, Tourism and Government Communication Affairs

Main Department
Ref. No: KTZ/CTGCA/276/2004

Date: October 11, 2011

To: The FDRE Ministry of Culture and Tourism

: Authority For Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (
ARCCH)

Subject: Regarding request for the inscription of Meskel by UNESCO as

intangible heritage of humanity

As briefly indicated above, the people of Kembata have a number of
cultural values which represent the identity of the people. One of these is

the Meskel National Holiday which has significant meaning to the people.

Therefore, we hereby send you the public request expressing the nced for
the inscription of Meskel on the Representative List. We have also
attached the consent of the people that is expressed in their signature

regarding this request.

With regards,

Signed

Wondimu Damtew Haile

Coordinator, Heritage Studics and Development

Basic Work Process



The Celebration of Meskel among the Kembata

Introduction

Ethiopia is home of many nations, nationalities and peoples. Particularly,
the SNNPR (Southern Nations, Nationalities and People’s Regional State)
is home for 56 nations, nationalities and peoples. The Kembata people
have their own cultural values, language, judiciary system, cultural
events, dancing, wedding ceremony, funeral ceremony, and so on.
There are a number of public holidays that are celebrated by the
Kembata. Among these, Meskel is given the prime position and
significance. Before the celebration of Meskel approaches, the people
make preparation for long period of time.
During the celebration of Meskel, relatives, family members and other
members of the community who have been living apart come together for
the celebration of Meskel. Moreover, those who have a quarrel among
themselves make peace on this holiday. Furthermore, Meskel is
celebrated by all community members, including the needy, who receive
assistance from the well to do community members.
On Meskel, a person can borrow money without having to bring collateral
or guarantee, because it is widely accepted among the people that, more
than on the other days, the borrower has social and moral obligation to
pay his or her debt. Meskel is even considered as the main word to make
a vow and the vow by Meskel is honored by everyone. It is believed that
anyone who would breach this would incur or face bad things.
1. The Meaning of Meskel
o Public holiday: Meskel is celebrated by the whole members of the
community without any discrimination among them based on
religion, sex, age, etc. The events of celebration are open to all to

participate.



Among the people of Kembata, Meskel is considered as the New
Year holiday. Therefore, the last weeks of the ending year are
counted, beginning from mid-June, in a descending way (week 12,
week 11, week 10, week 9, etc.) and the last week is the week in
which all agricultural activities are wounded up; and, the next
week in which Meskel is celebrated, would be taken as the
beginning of New Year.

Meskel is also used to tell the age of a person. A person’s age is
calculated by counting the number of Meskel holidays celebrated
since the birth of the person.

Meskel is also referred to as a word to be used to express one’s
best wishes. It is common to bless a person by saying, for example,
“May you live for many Meskel”.

As the Meskel holiday approaches, it is common among the
Kembata people to make peace among those who have quarrels
among each other, in spite of the severity of the quarrel. The elders
take the initiative to bring the quarrelling parties together and
arbitrate them to let the bygones bygone, before the slaughtering of

an ox prepared for the Meskel feast.

2.The Event of Meskel
Meskel is a big event which requires the participation of all members

and groups of the community. Heads of households slaughter an ox

and divide the beef among themselves. The women take part in

preparing different cultural foods since the preparation period to the

last day of the feast.

The preparation made by mothers

e Beginning from the month of January, they select the best species

of Inset (false banana) on their backyards and begin to process it

until it is ready for consumption.

e Women organize themselves in groups and they gather in the



house of the elderly among them to deposit butter (known as
Buur Wijjuta) they need for the Meskel feast and the butter
contributed at one occasion is given to one of the members and
the depositing of butter continues until all members get the
same.

In the first week of the New Year, the Inset deposited in a ditch dug
in the backyard is dug out as required and a cultural food known
as Atkana, is prepared. The preparation of Atkana has long been

considered as the test of the catering skill of a woman.

o In the eve of Meskel, milk and butter is spiced well and served

along with Atkana.

The preparations made by men

Among the Kembata people, men begin to prepare for the
celebration of Meskel by buying an ox to be slaughtered for the
feast. The cattle they bought are slaughtered and the meat is
divided among the households. At the end of the feast, they again
begin to contribute money to be deposited to buy an ox for the next
Meskel. The contributed money is kept with a group member that
i1s considered to be honest. The sum can be lent to anyone who is
desirous of credit in interest. Therefore, it is also used to create job
opportunities.

The role of children during Meskel

Among the Kembata people, children are not required to make long
preparation for the celebration of Meskel. Nevertheless, before the
eve of New Year, the boys go to forest to fetch wood to be used to
prepare torches and bonfire or Demera.

Two types of torches are prepared for Meskel. The smaller one is
burnt by the young in the evening Atkana is served in the absence
of adult men, in front of the houses. While the bigger torch or chibo

is tied to a pillar in the middle of a house until the day on which



the oxen for the feast are slaughtered. The bigger torch is prepared
by elder boys.

The girls come together with their peers, and on the New Year, at
dusk, they leave together to find a grass known as Ingicha or Lenja
and distribute it among the elders in different households who

bless them growing up women without losing their virginity.

3.The Importance of inscribing of Meskel Festival by UNESCO

The inscribing of Meskel by UNESCO on the Representative list would

certainly increase the social, economic, cultural, political significance of

this event.

In its social aspect, Meskel promotes the values of cooperation,
mutual respect, harmony, and so on.

Economically, it encourages the practice of saving financial
resource for common goal; makes money available to be used on
investment activities which create job opportunities.

Politically, the events like the expression of wishes for the peace of
the country, good harvest, the wellbeing of the society, etc. before
the killing of an ox prepared for feast encourage peaceful
coexistence among the community at large.

The coming together of all members of the community without any
distinction on any ground whatsoever promotes mutual respect,
harmony, recognition of differences, and so on.

The celebration of Meskel also attracts tourists to the region.

Therefore, we are confident that, given the above mentioned

significances, the inscription of Meskel by UNESCO would certainly

increase the significance of the event. Thus, we request the inscription

and recognition of this cultural and highly popular feast on the list of

World Intangible Human Cultural heritage by UNESCO.
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The Government of Regional State of Tigray 0\%[3%“

Government & Public Relation Office of Adigrat
Ref. No: 2/2-565/10/02

Date: 22/01/2012

To: Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage

Addis Ababa

Subject: Regarding the request for the inscription of Meskel by

UNESCQO as world intangible heritage, and sending the consents of

various groups of the community

As briefly indicated above, it is to be recalled that we have been asked to
gather the support of various sections of the residents of our town to
have the Meskel Festival inscribed on the UNESCO representative list.
Accordingly, we have collected and send you the petition signed by 200
residents of our town who represent various religious groups and

occupational categories, along with this cover letter.
With regards,
Signed
Eden Teklay Tikue
Vice Dean, Government Public Relations Office

Seal
The Government of Regional State of Tigray
Government & Public Relation Office of Adigrat

14
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SNNPR Guraghe Zone Culture, Tourism and

Government Communication Affairs Main Department | N° &9“3
Ref. No: G/Z/C/T/G/C/A.1991/HM-40
Date: 08/11/2011

To: Authority For Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage

Subject: Regarding request for the inscription of Meskel by UNESCO

as an intangible heritage of humanity

We would like to make known that we hereby send you the public
suggestion and request forwarded with regard to the inscription of
Meskel by UNESCO as an intangible international heritage and list of
names of people who confirmed their consent with their signature along

with this cover letter.
With regards,
Signed
Mengistu Abera Zerfe
Coordinator, Culture and Tourism Work Process

Cc:
- To Zonal Office

Wolkite
Seal

SNNP Region Guraghe Zone Culture, Tourism and Government

Communication Affairs Department

The significance of the inscribing of Meskel by UNESCO as an

intangible heritage




Meskel began to be celebrated at a national holiday in relation to the
finding of the True Cross of Christ. Nevertheless, all the nations,
nationalities, and peoples of Ethiopia celebrate Meskel in such a way that
it is compatible with their specific culture and tradition. In addition to its
religious significance, Meskel has an age-old connection with the values
of Ethiopians. The nations, nationalities and peoples of the SNNPR
celebrate Meskel with great devotion. Particularly, the Guraghe people
celebrate Meskel as the first and foremost holiday for so long.

It has to be noted that Meskel has been celebrated by the Guraghe for
centuries for its social and cultural significance, in addition to its
religious importance.

Some of the main significances of the celebration of Meskel include:

e During the celebration of Meskel, relatives, family members and
other members of the community who have been living apart come
together for the celebration of Meskel Moreover, those who have a
quarrel among themselves make peace on this holiday.
Furthermore, Meskel is celebrated by all community members,
including the needy, who receive financial support from the well to
do members of the community.

e Meskel is also referred to as a word to be used to express one’s
best wishes. It is common to bless a person by saying, for example,
“May you live for many Meskel”.

e As the Meskel holiday approaches, it is common among the
Guraghe people to make peace among those individuals who have
quarrels and also resolve social disagreements, in spite of the
severity of the quarrel. The elders take the initiative to bring the
quarrelling parties together and arbitrate them to let the bygones
bygone, before the slaughtering of the oxen prepared for the Meskel
feast.

e Meskel provides an opportunity to share experience and ideas on

10



how to strengthen social bonds and livelihood activities.

o The rites of blessing the good to the country, the newly born, the
neighbors, etc., take place during Meskel.

e It provides an opportunity to the youth to select their future
spouses when they meet to dance at the dancing event known as
Adabna.

e It also creates an opportunity to discuss on the activities to be
implemented at family and community levels throughout the year.

In addition to its religious significance, Meskel has an age-old

connection with the values of Ethiopians. The coming of many foreign

tourists to the country to attend the event is very encouraging. The
nations, nationalities and peoples of the SNNPR celebrate Meskel with
great devotion. Particularly, the Guraghe people celebrate Meskel as
the first and foremost holiday for so long. It has to be noted that

Meskel has been celebrated by the Guraghe for centuries for its social

significance, in addition to its religious importance. Therefore, we are

confident that, given the above mentioned significances, the
inscription of Meskel by UNESCO would certainly increase the

significance of the event.

11
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THCLECh AR K/0+ ' e 200
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
Patriarchate Private Secretariat

Federal Democraﬁq Republic of Ethiopia
Ministry of Culture and Tourism Authority for
Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

‘The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Holy .Cross of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts
which have spiritual, cultural and social significances. The feast has been observed by
the Ethiopians all over the country. In relation to its religious importance by the
members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the feast has deep social and
cultural meanings such as love, respect, cooperation and renewal; that connect many
nations and nationalities in all parts of the country.

Therefore, we faithfully request the inscription and recognition of this historical,
religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the list of world intangible human heritage
by the UNESCO; we also extremely appreciate and support all efforts being undertaken
in this regard.

Peace in Christ

Fax:- 2561-111-552211 " E-mail: aba.paulos.patriarch@ethionet.et
abagerima(@yaho.com

251-111-111989, 251-111-550577; 5 L
251-111-565747, 251-111-551013 24 1283 #4.0 h1A Addis Ababa
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Orthodox Tewahedo Church
- E o~ 4 PEYETS EUEES A BS £ Nt N
RIARCHATE HEAD OFFICE.

Poonib 190 (190 oodd) €13TF7 CAANTIS Pon L F7 Chfhn hCOFOT $50
ao(lPA o7l PRIl 199247 M2C%T AI°ANT POLANC N%A 10 194 0k hCOteT hLang
Neo@ Tt N Nhé-PS 0909° A+4R LA W20 TFo- 1941 1M9° HIES +O8E a4 APS
GUNEP OOl PAD NGA Y@ 194 NovA@- U1ST7 P9LANC A7 MATCRE ACPLAAN TPhHA
M+ pcnEe? @0t hao YRUISHE FCTPS ~2C%T Naoidt ONH PUSTT NS
NhlONT HZL TAP PPY PaolAnN: PEPCE POREYTT Pavd N TCTY° PAM 09N 10
NAHY BUF? N9A N3AI° A+q L5 NRWL0ODh AT830PS AT8.ooHMl APmeP7 AHU- AAA
PULLIDT TLT MNEAE AL GHT ATLT4AT:

NATEES LoLlAP BI°NENLP av 3 ) /2T
NOAASG EEH® “LLOEC APCH TSTS TNP MA»2ATT
ag0 A0N
150 oA NIA7T N9A9° AdS PCOTT NATNao T LavAhdA
|

“Naae AMANNC hUATT OC BUT7

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

To. Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our
Lord, Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have
spiritual, cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the
country. In relation to its religious importance by the members of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, the feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect,
cooperation, and renewal; that connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country.
Therefore, we faithfully request the inscription and recognition of this historical, religious,
cultural and highly popular feast in the list of world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO;
we also extremely appreciate and support all efforts being undertaken in this regard. ‘

he peace of God be wi

7

tﬁh us all.”
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The Holy Trinity Theological College

To. Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Ministry of Culture and Tourism
Authority for Research and Conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of
our Lord, Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts
which have spiritual, cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by
Ethiopian all over the country. In relation to its religious importance by the members of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the feast has deep social and cultural
meanings such as love, respect, cooperation, and renewal; that connect many nations and
nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we faithfully request the inscription
and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the list of
world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO; we also extremely appreciate and
support all efforts being undertaken in this regard.

No | Full Name with Title Occupation Signature
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Sincerely Yours

fhan 1 011123 3528 % o g | ABNELH0
Tel. 0111233538 P.O.Box 31244
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Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our Lord,
Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have spiritual,
cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the country. In
* relation to its religious importance by the members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the
feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect, cooperation, and renewal; that
connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we faithfully request the
inscription and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the list of
world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO; we also extremely appreciate and support all efforts
being undertaken in this regard.

poofibd. (194 (190 aPAPh) PLIF7 PATPANTYS Pov@yrdvFy PALAN NCAPAT P&O ovhdd oo77t
PN0F 199829 O7Cot RPART 99h(C 194 10 (%4 (L hCAhe? ALNNe (@Mt A{lhd-PS GNP
AP L2F hoPHn(igsFo NGAT (M9 HITS +O8F o024 TP s0TF PAD (194 10: N9 (aPAD-
U16-F7 09Lh0C AP? NAASES ACP&hA +Ph& (Lt DCOEET OOT NAD- Y899TFP +CHIP Naviat (-H-
PU1T7 NhCTG N LONT HEE TAP 0PI PovHANT P&PCT POEB T Qav L FCTIP PAD- (G4 10+:: AAHY
LUYY NGA N9A° APE L4F NeOh ATLF0PG ATLaPHIO APmfP? AHU- ALOA 99222107 it Nh&+s
AT KILI4AY::

av<(- (9P e &CA &col
L | Pakh NAZ° 9L ICY7Y AP0t Mk SN
Mel'ake Selam Amde Brehan Cour.cil of Scholars -
2. | Ah FOC o HGU-T ASO 7T Mk,
Melake Tabor Teshome Zerihun Council of Scholars
3. | A% et . MChA Ad % APO7t Mk
Like Kahinat knife Gebriel Altaye Council of Scholars
4. | AP 2RITY &L ROAN ASPO7t Mk
Like Siyuman Rade Asres Council of Scholars
5. | AP TIRI°ET NCTT oPNPA AmG APOTF Hk
Like Maemiran Brihane Meskel At'ena Council of Scholars
6. | AP 1507 a1k vl ASO 7T Fh
| Like Hiruyan Mengistu Kasa Council of Scholars
7. | @20 h&h TA oYy A PO Hh
Megabe Hadis Tibebu Mekonnen Council of Scholars
8. | AP TINT T ICYT PaPh 000~ APOTT Hh
Like Maemiran Brihane Meskel Gebeyehu Council of Scholars  “—— <

Sincerely Yours!

AR AN
3B ADDIS ABABA
7.0.Bex 1288 ﬁ?é}; Apans
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Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our Lord,
Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have spiritual,
cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the country. In
relation to its religious importance by the members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church,
the feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect, cooperation, and renewal; that
connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we faithfully request
the inscription and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the
list of world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO; we also extremely appreciate and support
all efforts being undertaken in this regard.
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Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our Lord,
Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have spiritual,
cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the country. In
relation to its religious importance by the members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the
feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect, cooperation, and renewal; that
connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we faithfully request
the inscription and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the list
of world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO; we also extremely appreciate and support all
efforts being undertaken in this regard.
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Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our Lord,
Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have spiritual,
cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the country. In
relation to its religious importance by the members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the
feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect, cooperation, and renewal; that
connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we faithfully request
the inscription and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the list
of world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO; we also extremely appreciate and support all
efforts being undertaken in this regard.
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To. Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our Lord,
Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have spiritual,
cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the country. In
relation to its religious importance by the members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the
feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect, cooperation, and renewal; that
connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we faithfully request
the inscription and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the list
of world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO; we also extremely appreciate and support all
efforts being undertaken in this regard.
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To. Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our Lord,
Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have spiritual,
cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the country. In
relation to its religious importance by the members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the
feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect, cooperation, and renewal; that
connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we faithfully request
the inscription and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the list
of world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO; we also extremely appreciate and support all
efforts being undertaken in this regard.
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To. Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our Lord,
Savior, and God Jesus Christ. It is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have spiritual,
cultural, and social significances. The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the country. In
relation to its religious importance by the members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the
feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect, cooperation, and renewal; that
connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we faithfully request
the inscription and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the list
of weorld intangible human heritage by the UNESCG; we also extremely appreciate and support all
efforts being undertaken in this regard.
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Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Authority for Research and conservation of Cultural Heritage
Addis Ababa

The feast of Meskel is the liturgical celebration of the finding of the true Cross of our Lord, Savior, and God
Jesus Christ. 1t is one of the most popular, ecclesiastical feasts which have spiritual, cultural, and social significances.
The feast has been observed by Ethiopian all over the country. In relation to its religious importance by the members
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the feast has deep social and cultural meanings such as love, respect,
cooperation, and renewal; that connect many nations and nationalities, in all parts of the country. Therefore, we
faithfully request the inscription and recognition of this historical, religious, cultural and highly popular feast in the
list of world intangible human heritage by the UNESCO; we aiso extremely appreciate and support all efforts being
undertaken in this regard.
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