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Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
Comments on the terms of reference of the Subsidiary Body
BRAZIL
In the framework of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003), the Institute of National Historical and Artistic Heritage of Brazil has identified several problems concerning the analysis of nominations:

· The limited participation of developing countries in building the Representative List, Urgent Safeguarding List and Register of Good Practices, which creates a regional imbalance in nominations and inscriptions. 
· The excessive workload imposed on the Secretariat and the Subsidiary Body for the analysis of nominations to the Representative List, which puts at risk the system of the Convention and its role as an instrument of inclusion and promotion of cultural dialogue.

With regard to these difficulties, possible causes that were reported were the lack of institutional and technical structure in developing countries, in addition to the required knowledge of concepts, principles and instruments of the Convention. Language barriers or difficulties in the preparation of nominations in the working languages of the Committee are also important factors. In addition, the Secretariat and the Subsidiary Body of the Intergovernmental Committee centralize all phases of the examination of nominations, while the number of its members is insufficient to meet the needs of the nominations and analysis of the material that is sent.

Considering the points listed above, the Institute of National Historical and Artistic Heritage of Brazil proposes the following measures:

1. The increase and the allocation of resources to the Fund of the Convention for the establishment of a permanent programme oriented to developing countries, and articulated with category 2 centres, government agencies, research institutes, universities and accredited NGOs.

2. Growth in the "advisory network" of the Convention, with the inclusion of research centres, universities, public and private institutions and accredited NGOs concerned with the preservation of intangible cultural heritage. This would facilitate the preliminary screening of nominations, and if necessary, the translation into the working languages of the Committee.

3. Decentralization and the creation of a preliminary phase in the examination process of the nominations to the Representative List, by the so-called "advisory network" that would operate under the coordination of the Secretariat and under the supervision of the Subsidiary Body of the Committee. The nominations will be reviewed in the first instance by the institutions and advisory bodies accredited, based on criteria of regional representation, technical capacity with a focus on the activity. This is to achieve an initial screening through the examination of qualification/suitability and merits of nominations, indicating to the Subsidiary Body to inscribe, or a recommendation to obtain additional information or even a recommendation not to inscribe.

4. Preparation of a document by the Secretariat of the Convention for the "advisory network", regulating the preliminary analysis of the nominations, keeping available all guidelines of the examination process.

5. Provide the opportunity for Member States to submit their nominations in the original language for the preliminary assessment.

Considering that the Convention is an instrument for promoting intercultural dialogue and inclusion, and considering the urgent need to look for alternatives to make more efficient analysis of nominations, given that the waiting and delays in their exams demobilize and demoralize the communities and governments concerned, the proposed adoption of these measures is to achieve the basic goals of the Convention through the protection of the rules and the functioning of its executive bodies. Furthermore, the network of UNESCO's partners and the interest of the concerned national societies and communities in the process of the implementation of the Convention worldwide must be increased.
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