Safeguarding Jordan’s Intangible Cultural Heritage 



UNESCO Office in Amman: 14-07-2011

A 3 day workshop on the Implementation of the 2003 Convention, in partnership with the Intangible Heritage Department at the Ministry of Culture was held by the UNESCO Office in Amman, which introduced the participants to the basic guiding principles of the Convention, and provided the participants with some tools to move ahead in safeguarding of this heritage. This workshop was held as states parties to the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage have repeatedly emphasized the importance of strengthening the capacities of member states to effectively implement the Convention. 

This workshop was designed to complement the UNESCO Mediterranean Living Heritage (MEDLIHER) project, supported through funds from the European Union, in which Jordan is a partner country alongside Egypt, Lebanon and Syria.  The project’s overall objective is long-term capacity-building for implementation of the Convention in the Mediterranean countries, in particular by developing national safeguarding projects. The project is now entering its third and final phase and Jordan’s safeguarding project will entail developing an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of a selected area in the kingdom. 

Intangible cultural heritage is the traditions or living expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed on to our descendants, such as oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge and skills to produce traditional crafts.  Most importantly, and what makes it different from tangible heritage such as monuments or objects, is that it is recognized as such by the communities, groups or individuals that create, maintain and transmit it – without their recognition, nobody else can decide for them that a given expression or practice is their heritage. 

Jordan already has one element on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage: The Cultural Space of the Bedu in Petra and Wadi Rum which was proclaimed a masterpiece of the oral and intangible heritage of humanity in 2005, and in 2008 was added to the Representative List.  Further assistance from UNESCO will help Jordan to inscribe and safeguard many more elements of its intangible cultural heritage. 

For further information contact Ms. Vanessa Kaoukji, v.kaoukji@unesco.org 
http://www.unesco.org/en/amman/dynamic-content-single-view/news/safeguarding_jordans_intangible_cultural_heritage/back/13935/cHash/db2d0be2c8/ 
