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Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Comments on the criteria for INSCRIPTION
LATVIA
In response to your letter concerning the possible revisions of the criteria for inscription on the lists of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, please receive the position of the Republic of Latvia. This position was developed over a consultation process with the relevant stakeholders and therefore is based on the opinions of our intangible heritage experts as well as state institutions involved in the process of safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage.

The question on the revision of the criteria for inscription on the lists of the 2003 Convention witnesses difficulties that have been met for implementing the Convention and particularly for inscribing nominations on the Representative List as well as Urgent Safeguarding List. We entirely recognize the existing challenge to have a balanced Representative List in order to reflect the worldwide diversity of intangible cultural heritage, and to have an appropriately instrumental Urgent Safeguarding List.

The implementation of the 2003 Convention is in a focus of interest for multiple discussions and exchanges of experiences, significant part of which are taking place at national as well as local levels. Therefore, this initiative of exchanging views on the issue of criteria is important in order to reach and capture local experiences of implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Referring to the Latvian experience, we consider that the criteria as stated for the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and for selection of programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, are concise, clear and well-grounded in the text of the 2003 Convention. Certainly, the criteria remain broad and essentially general, which is why the main emphasis should be put on their interpretation instead of revision.

Thus, Latvia emphasizes the importance of thoughtful and well advised interpretation of these criteria already elaborated by the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and approved by the General Assembly of the 2003 Convention. Latvian experience of implementing the 2003 Convention has witnessed the significance of the existing criteria, in particular:

1) It is of crucial importance to have the widest possible participation of the communities, groups and individuals concerned and their free, prior and informed consent on the inscription in any of the lists and on the safeguarding activities envisaged, and this aspect is considerably reflected within the criteria (namely U.4, R.4 and P.5);

2) Also the role of elaborating appropriate safeguarding measures is important both for Urgent Safeguarding List as well as Representative List as reflected in the existing criteria (namely U.3 and R.3);

3) Concerning the issue of visibility and awareness raising, we consider that it is important to reflect upon this aspect also in the case of the Representative List. This has a double explanation - firstly, in order to envisage the positive impact that an inscription might give, but secondly, it is significant also for considering and evaluating eventual negative effects that might accompany an inscription. Therefore, we consider that it is justified to retain the criterion R.2 that has been widely discussed in the debate within the Committee.

In what concerns the challenge to have a well balanced Representative List, we believe that this difficulty cannot be solved by amending the criteria of inscription. It is an issue that is linked to the eventual limitation of the number of nominations that can be submitted and evaluated per country and per each evaluation cycle. Therefore we consider that the existing criteria for now should be maintained yet continuously interpreted in the spirit of the 2003 Convention.
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