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Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Comments on the criteria for INSCRIPTION
ITALY
In accordance to the Decision n.5 com.7 of V Intergovernmental Committee 2010, Nairobi (Kenya), 15-19 November, the Subsidiary Body for the examination of the 2011 Nominations consist of Italy, Croatia, Venezuela, Republic of Corea, Kenya and Jordan. The last 20-21 January 2011, the members of the Subsidiary Body met in Paris - at the UNESCO Headquarter - to analyze the previous transversal issues discussed by the Subsidiary Body in 2009 and 2010. In relation to Criterion R1 and R2 , related to Domains Popularity and visibility, Italy thinks more reflection must be devoted to the problem indicated in the comma 4e. In this paragraph, it has been written: 
Does the fact that the element contains references to war or conflict, historical events disqualify it as ICH? The previous discussion of the Subsidiary Body, produces this answer: [...] invite the State parties to ensure that, in case of proposal of elements containing references to war or conflict, or specific historical events, the nomination file [...]must be careful to avoid provoking misunderstanding among communities in any way [...]with a view to encouraging dialogue…
On the question whether the fact that the element contains references to war, conflict or specific historical events could disqualify it as intangible cultural heritage, Italy basically shares the view that States Parties should ensure that, the nomination file must be careful to avoid provoking misunderstandings among communities and should be drafted with a view to encouraging dialogue.

The question is important, because many elements of intangible cultural heritage are related to historical events of a more or less remote past, characterized by armed conflicts or struggles between different peoples and cultures. In fact history cannot be cancelled nor can historical facts be denied or altered. What is important is to present today such events as linked to the historical context of the time when they occurred. That context is completely different from the spirit of mutual respect among communities that must exist today and constitutes a requirement under Art. 2, § 1, of the Convention. For example, elements linked to differences of religion could benefit from the involvement in the drafting of the relevant nominations of representatives of the different communities concerned (for example, the Muslim communities living in Italy in the case of some Italian potential elements) in order to show that such elements are today appreciated for their artistic and popular components and are understood as a means of present constructive dialogue and not as the justification, the endorsement or, even worse, the desire to repeat events that should be confined to the past.
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