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Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Comments on the terms of reference of the Subsidiary Body

SPAIN
The Spanish Delegation feels that the following issues should be considered when taking any decision regarding the makeup and working methods of the Subsidiary Body:

· The solutions adopted should reinforce the thoroughness and impartiality of the Subsidiary Body's work and in our view, this means that all of its members should be allowed to review and evaluate all candidacies and reach a consensus.

· The foregoing premise is incompatible with the splitting of a new enlarged Subsidiary Body into several sub-groups which then divide up the Representative List candidacies for the purpose of examination. Increasing the number of members on the Subsidiary Body would only make sense if the aim is to examine proposals from a more diverse and multi-cultural perspective.

· Whatever the new formula adopted, it should not increase the workload of the Subsidiary Body, the Secretariat or the Committee. Therefore, before taking any decision in this regard, it would make sense to consult with the Secretariat regarding the effects it could have on work procedures.

· The aim of a reform of the makeup and methods employed by the Subsidiary Body should not be to attempt to address a greater number of candidacies.

· The solution finally adopted must consider the tasks undertaken by the Secretariat and the Committee, i.e. in addition to the Representative List, requests for technical assistance, best practice projects and urgent safeguard measures which are priority tasks within the framework of the 2003 Convention.

· It must not be forgotten that none of the solutions proposed at the Nairobi Committee discussion permitted lightening the workload of the Secretariat, the Subsidiary Body or the Committee and did not envisage greater plurality of criteria when analysing proposals. 

· The goal of safeguarding Intangible Heritage requires greater representativeness of cultural manifestations (still a weak point) especially from Africa and Latin America.


