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Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

COMMENTS ON THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE SUBSIDIARY BODY
AUSTRIA
Austria appreciates the work of the Subsidiary Body as well as the Secretariat for the examination of nominations for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity (RL).  

In accordance with Article 29 and 30 of the Operational Directives the work has to be carried out according to the resources available and their ability to examine these nominations. Given the limited resources a practical solution for the workload has to be found. However, Austria is in favour neither of an enlargement of the number of the members of the Subsidiary Body nor a subdivision of the Subsidiary Body. Both measures would question the credibility of the RL on a long-term basis. In order to take the experience of the members of the Subsidiary Body into account and to ensure continuity and coherence of the work Austria supports an alternating mandate system with only half of the members being changed for each cycle. The aim should not be to make provisions for inscribing a maximum number of elements on the RL but rather achieving a truly representative list of high quality. 

Austria believes that the core of the Convention should be the safeguarding measures for the intangible cultural heritage. On a national level the possible measures are specified in Articles 11-15 of the Convention. On an international level this implies a focus on awareness-raising and capacity building measures. In this context, Austria welcomes the initiatives by the Secretariat for training seminars in various regions of the world and encourages their further development. 

State Parties should remind themselves of the significance of the Urgent Safeguarding List as well as Programs, projects and activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage. Furthermore, Austria would like to stress the importance of aiming at balanced lists, particularly the RL. To achieve this, priority has to be given to elements from those countries (and regions) which have no or only very few elements on the RL. 

The perception of the Representative List could possibly be positively altered if there was a stronger focus on multinational applications. The nomination of more multinational elements would not only alleviate the administrative work of the Subsidiary Body, it would also encourage cross-border and trans-cultural cooperation in line with the UNESCO principle of encouraging dialogue among civilizations, cultures and peoples – a dialogue that is based upon respect for and acknowledgement of shared traditions. 

On a national level a focus should be placed on the task of greater visualization for the various National Inventories and National Lists of the State Parties. Links from National Inventories or Lists to the UNESCO website could strengthen the significance of nationally-inscribed elements on a wider basis (certainly respecting the wish of each community, group or individual as to the publicity of the element). Another possibility for a positive visualization of the various countries’ national elements would be to publish (electronic) brochures, send out newsletters or distribute information leaflets with the links to the competent bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage established by each State Party (as foreseen in Article 13 of the Convention) in order to share the elements of intangible cultural heritage across borders. 

