Jordan launches an awareness campaign about the importance of ICH
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The Hashemite Kingdome of Jordan attaches a great importance to the cultural issues, on both governmental as well as the non-governmental levels, as it promotes the significance of culture for sustainable development and cultural dialogue. Included in this concept, although not adequately and sufficiently, is the Cultural Heritage, which shapes the basic elements of identity and social cohesion among the communities and minorities of the country. In our assessment report on the situation of ICH in Jordan (see: http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/07950-EN.pdf), we were able to trace the administrative strength and weakness points that embrace ICH in Jordan
. For example, the recent official governmental interest in ICH issues, the existence of certain Jordanian institutions and organizations that contributed in different and divergent ways to this field, the potential and adaptability of the Jordanian laws and legislations to deal with culture related matters, and, possibly, with the ICH problems. It became also evident, based on the information collected, that there are considerable weaknesses in integrating cultural heritage issues into the national strategic planning. In addition, awareness efforts toward disseminating the importance of ICH and its great values among the Jordanians, on both the governmental, institutional as well as the public levels, were not carried out satisfactorily; awareness programs would enable the people, as a result, to explore the values of their ICH  and be aware of its importance as reflected on the cultural diversity of the Jordanian society. The lack of such endeavors is considered as one of the main problems that prevented the Jordanian society to recognize the real and factual situation of their ICH, so that they can avoid the threats that might obliterate their vivid deep-rooted living heritage. 
For the above explained justifications, the Jordanian National Commission in cooperation with the UNESCO Office and the present writer intend to launch a four-month awareness campaign in a form of lecture and workshop series that will be held in different places in Jordan starting from February 2011. We believe that such an awareness campaign would contribute in strengthening the national capacities for implementing the 2003 Convention  at stakeholder level, involving a wide spectrum of the Jordanian community in preserving ICH, creating a public discussion among the Jordanians on ICH, stimulating dialogue on social, educational aspects of preserving ICH and promotion of cultural diversity, promoting the importance of ICH in sustainable development and creating methods of applying information and networking for developing strategies for ICH safeguarding
This campaign is organized in line with Jordan commitment towards the 2003 UNESCO Convention. Respected ministries in the country, i.e. the Ministries of Education, Culture, Tourism and Antiquities, and Higher Education, will be involved in this campaign, as they deal with a large sector of the Jordanian population on different levels. As there are several different levels of understanding about ICH in Jordan, different stakeholder groups will provided with targeted information.  The main groups identified are as follows:

1. NGOs & CBOs (with a focus on cultural activities): We believe that collaboration with local communities, i.e. represented by NGOs & CBOs, must be at the centre of any efforts to safeguard ICH and promote sustainable development. This category has been divided into two parts: the first is defined as NGOs & CBOs with some understanding of ICH and the UNESCO Conventions, or have carried out some projects in the field of intangible heritage. This stakeholder group will be provided with a full day workshop as they require a great deal of capacity building and detailed understanding of how to apply for funding, what projects they can undertake, etc; the second is defined as NGOs & CBOs with no understanding of ICH or the UNESCO Conventions.  This stakeholder group will be provided with a three-hour information session to give them the basic background to intangible heritage, its importance, how projects can be conducted. 

2. Media: It is only indirectly that the media in Jordan is contributing to this field, as it concentrates on describing and documenting some ICH practices for the Jordanian society, rather than on concentrating on raising awareness on ICH. This stakeholder group will be provided with a three-hour information session to provide them with a basic understanding of the importance of intangible heritage, how it can be communicated, what new media can do to enhance the role of intangible heritage.

3. Secondary School Teachers, University Faculties and Educators:  On the higher education level, some Jordanian universities established few cultural heritage related academic programs; however, did not devote a special attention to ICH. They have mostly focused on the management, conservation and restoration of tangible cultural heritage. By showing them which role can formal and non-formal education play in strengthening raising awareness on ICH and its transmission both within and beyond communities who practice ICH. Education on different levels, i.e. basic and secondary education for children, and on non-formal adult education, can be considered for inclusion of ICH in its curricula.  This stakeholder group will be provided with three lectures (in the North, Centre and South of the country) to provide them with a basic understanding of the importance of intangible heritage, and some tools for teaching of intangible heritage.

4. The Public: This group is indentified as any members of the public who may be interested to learn about their own intangible heritage, what is defined as intangible heritage, and how important it is to preserve it and transmit knowledge of it to younger generations.  This group will include general interested members of the public, including members of local communities who are already on the Representative List of ICH. This stakeholder group will be provided with a 11 lectures (in the North, Centre and South of the country) and will be targeted with general information about what intangible heritage is, its meaning, its importance, and what activities are in place in Jordan to safeguard it.
It is hoped after that the current program would establish the first systematic and serious step toward realizing the goal of keeping public informed about the development concerning the national ICH. 
� The assessment report came out as a result of the first phase of a project called Mediterranean Living Heritage (MedLiHer). It is funded by the European Union and directed by the UNESCO in Paris. Countries involved in this project are Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria (For more information on the project, its aims and goals, see http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=00226)





