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	A.
	State(s) Party(ies)
For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	United Arab Emirates 

	B.
	Name of the element

	B.1.
	Name of the element in English or French
This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material about the Urgent Safeguarding List. It should be concise. Please do not exceed 200 characters, including spaces and punctuation. The name should be transcribed in Latin Unicode characters (Basic Latin, Latin-1 Supplement, Latin Extended-A or Latin Extended Additional).

	Al Sadu, traditional weaving skills in the United Arab Emirates

	B.2.
	Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, if applicable
This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1). It should be concise. Please do not exceed 200 characters in Unicode (Latin or others), including punctuation and spaces.

	السدو: مهارات النسيج التقليدية في دولة الإمارات العربية المتحدة

	B.3.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (B.1), please mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known, in Unicode characters (Latin or others).

	     

	C.
	Characteristics of the element

	C.1.
	Identification of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned
According to the 2003 Convention, intangible heritage can only be identified with reference to communities, groups or individuals that recognize it as part of their cultural heritage. Thus it is important to identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. The information provided should allow the Committee to identify the communities, groups or individuals primarily concerned with an element, and should be mutually coherent with the information in sections 1 to 5 below.

Not to exceed 250 words.

	Bedouin women in remote villages and oases in the interior of the United Arab Emirates, including the tribes of Al Awamir, Al Bu Falah, Al Bu Mohir, Al Dhawahir,  Al Manahil, Al Manasir, Al Marrar, Al Mazaria, Al Muhari, Al Qamzan  and Al Qubaisat. Exact figures for the number of bearers in the country are not known, but estimates for the Western Region of Abu Dhabi, where Al Sadu is mostly practised, vary between 60 to 70 women, nearly all in the age group 50 to 70 years of age. A further 20 women have been identified in the Abu Dhabi City Region, and a similar number in the Eastern Region.  Although Al Sadu weaving is mostly practised by women, it also involves male participants who undertake certain tasks.      

	C.2.
	Geographic location and range of the element and location of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned
This section should identify the range of distribution of the element, indicating if possible the geographic locations in which it is centred. If related elements are practised in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.

Not to exceed 100 words.

	Al Sadu is found in different locations in the UAE, mainly in Bedouin areas on the fringe of the Empty Quarter and oases. In Abu Dhabi emirate, bearers live in villages around Liwa and Bid’a Zayed  in Western Region, in the small towns of Al-Rahba, Al-Wathba and Al-Samha , and in oasis villages such as Sweihan, Al-Salamt, Al-Wagan, Zakhir and Al-Yahar in Eastern Region. They are found in northern emirates, in Al-Zaid and Falaj Al Mualla valleys where animal husbandry is still practised.  Al Sadu is practised in neighbouring Gulf countries, such as Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.     

	C.3.
	Domain(s) represented by the element

Identify concisely the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. (This information will be used primarily for visibility, if the element is inscribed.)
Not to exceed 100 words.

	Al Sadu is classified as a handicraft activity and thus mainly falls within the fifth domain of practices related to traditional craftsmanship, which also involves artistic expressions because of their design. It also relates to a lesser degree to the domain of knowledge and practices concerning nature, as the Bedouin developed specific knowledge of desert plants and shrubs from which they got the natural dyes for the wool. It also relates to oral traditions and expressions, as the women narrate folktales and poetry as they work in groups.

	D.
	Brief summary of the element

The brief description of the element will be particularly helpful in allowing the Committee to know at a glance what element is being proposed for inscription, and, in the event of inscription, will be used for purposes of visibility. It should be a summary of the description provided in point 1 below but is not an introduction to that longer description.
Not to exceed 200 words.

	Al Sadu is the traditional handicraft of Bedouin women to weave wool to make soft furnishings and camel accessories. It is a form of warp faced plain weave. The techniques include preparing the wool, spinning, dyeing and weaving with a portable loom laid on the ground. It is a very intricate craft and it is normally acquired through a long apprenticeship within the family setting. The techniques have remained relatively unchanged for generations. 

The traditional colours are black, white, brown, beige and red, with distinctive patterns in the form of narrow bands of geometric designs.  Al Sadu weavings are mainly used as soft furnishings, decorative elements in camel racing and for national heritage celebrations.

Al Sadu weaving used to be practised by each Bedouin household as an integral activity of nomadic desert life.  It is now mainly practised by older Bedouin women who live in remote communities. Weaving is a social activity, and linked to the oral transmission of heritage. 

Al Sadu is recognized as an integral component of the cultural heritage of the UAE.  The craft products are artistic visual representations symbolizing the traditional desert Bedouin environment, and are linked with the identity and culture of the citizens.  

	1.
	Identification and definition of the element (cf. Criterion U.1)

This is the key section of the nomination to satisfy criterion U.1: ‘The element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’. A clear and complete explanation is essential to demonstrate that the element meets the Convention’s definition of intangible heritage. This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social and cultural functions and meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element, 

c. any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

Not to exceed 1,000 words.

	Al Sadu is the traditional handicraft of weaving, mainly produced by Bedouin women who use wool from sheep, goats and camels to make soft furnishings for the home (tents, tent dividers, rugs and cushions) and accessories for camels and horses (saddlebags, ropes and bridles). The techniques of Al Sadu include cleaning and preparing the wool, spinning, dyeing, and weaving. The raw materials are usually locally produced and connected with traditional practices of animal husbandry. ‘Al Sadu’ refers to the loom, the weaving process, and the woven products.

Based on knowledge of using wool and natural dyes passed down through the generations, Bedouin women developed the skills and techniques of Al Sadu weaving.  Wool shorn from the animals is heaped in piles according to length, type and colour. After cleaning and washing, the wool is combed to separate the individual threads. It is then spun into yarn; women sit on the ground surrounded by piles of wool and use a wooden drop spindle to twist the threads together.  Some of the yarn is then dyed; the rest is kept in its natural colour. The women set up the portable ground loom on the floor. Al Sadu weaving is a form of warp faced plain weave, and a wooden shuttle is passed by hand between a set of stationary threads to form the fabric. 

The traditional colours used in this type of weaving are black, white, brown, beige and red, and the patterns are very distinctive, mainly in the form of narrow vertical or horizontal bands of geometric designs. There are also decorative elements, such as tassels, sewn onto the finished product. Formerly the natural dyes came from plants (henna, cactus, turmeric, indigo and saffron), but recently chemical dyes are used, still keeping to the traditional colour schemes.  All of the patterns, motifs and associated symbolism and meanings are learnt and passed on by observation and participation. 

Al Sadu weaving has remained relatively unchanged for many generations, practised by the Bedouin as an integral activity of their nomadic desert life. Al Sadu products were an essential part of their everyday living, and each household was engaged in producing the items they needed. In addition, desert oasis communities also practised weaving, as they used to have herds of camels in addition to tending date palms. The Al Sadu traditional weaving techniques are still the practice of older Bedouin women, including those who remain in remote villages in the interior of the UAE, and those who have moved to newer settlements near larger cities. Men play a role in shearing the sheep and collecting camel hair, and they make ropes and other accessories for camels, but are not involved in loom weaving.

Women usually gather in small groups to spin and weave, while at the same time engaging with each other socially, exchanging family news and stories, and occasionally chanting and reciting poetry.  These collective gatherings are also the traditional means of transmission of the knowledge of weaving. It is a very intricate craft and it is normally acquired through a long apprenticeship process. Girls learn by watching the older women, and are gradually given various tasks to do, such as sorting out the wool. As they increase their competence, they become involved in more complex tasks, such as spinning and setting up the loom.  

These collective work gatherings, involving women from different age groups, are also vehicles for transmitting folktales, proverbs and other verbal forms of the intangible heritage culture.  Traditionally highly skilled weavers were recognised in their local communities; however, larger changing economic conditions have meant that this recognition and prestige has been undermined. In addition to these traditional informal modes of transmission, newer forms of training, such as courses within heritage groups and NGOs, have been developed. 

Al Sadu weavings used to be part of the daily necessities of desert people, but nowadays they are used as furnishings in traditional houses, decorative elements in camel racing and for national heritage celebrations. The bearers have been encouraged by various agencies to continue weaving as an income-generating activity, particularly for women with limited sources of income.  The weavers have extended their range of products to include articles such as flags, wallets, and souvenirs, using the traditional colours and patterns of Al Sadu. 

Al Sadu is recognized by the practitioners, as well as their rural and urban communities, as an integral and iconic component of the cultural heritage of the country. The products of this craft, with their distinctive colours and patterns, are artistic visual representations which symbolize traditional desert Bedouin culture, and are closely linked with the identity of the citizens and the type of animal-herding economy that prevailed in the past. Al Sadu products are considered as symbolic representations of national identity, and thus are found as display items in most heritage celebrations throughout the country.

The production of the Al Sadu artefacts is in some demand, especially for urban dwellers that originally come from Bedouin background. In their homes these families usually furnish the men’s guestroom (majlis) with floor level cushions having Bedouin designs and colours. It is still the custom among many families to spend the winter vacation camping in the desert, using traditional black tents furnished with Al Sadu cushions. This recreational practice is enjoyed by all family members, young and old, insuring the continuity and preservation of the traditional element. An additional market for Al Sadu products is in the area of camel husbandry and camel racing.  This is increasing in popularity, and there are shops selling Al Sadu products around camel race tracks.  

The labour related to the production of Al Sadu is compatible with human rights, and this traditional handicraft plays an important function in strengthening community integrity and enhancing a sense of traditional identity. The bearers of the element, whose numbers are rapidly declining, receive attention and respect within their communities and from state heritage institutions. The income earned by the bearers enables them to remain in their communities and enhances its economic development.       

	2.
	Need for urgent safeguarding (cf. Criterion U.2)
Items 2.a. and 2.b. are the key section of the nomination to justify why an element should be inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List. The nomination should reply to the relevant paragraph of Criterion U.2, that is, 
‘The element is in urgent need of safeguarding because its viability is at risk despite the efforts of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals and State(s) Party(ies) concerned’.

	2.a.
	Viability assessment
Describe the current level of viability of the element, particularly the frequency and extent of its practice, the strength of traditional modes of transmission, the demographics of practitioners and audiences and its sustainability. 

Not to exceed 500 words.

	Animal herds (sheep, goats and camels) were the primary component of the economic activities of Bedouin communities, but the advent of oil wealth and the subsequent rapid economic development and social transformation have had a serious impact on the pastoral mode of life.  The dispersal of the Bedouin communities and their subsequent settlement in urban communities has weakened the sustainability of bearers of this tradition. There has been a rapid decline over the past few decades in the numbers of women, the tradition bearers, practising Al Sadu. 

Recent surveys conducted in 2009-2010 in the emirate of Abu Dhabi (where it is mostly practised) identified small numbers of bearers of Al Sadu in Al-Gahrbyia (Western Region) in the villages around Liwa and Bid’a Zayed; in the Abu Dhabi city region in small towns and villages like Al-Rahba, Al-Wathba and Al-Samha, and in Al-Shargyia (Eastern Region) in small towns and villages around Al-Ain city such as Sweihan, Al-Salamt, Al-Wagan, Zakhir and Al-Yahar. Exact figures for the number of bearers in the country are not known, but estimates vary between 150 – 200 women, nearly all in the age group 50 to 70 years of age. 

Concern about the rapid decline in the numbers of Al Sadu weavers, as well as their increasing ages, has led to various community and state initiatives to try and reverse this trend.  Local community women’s groups have been formed to promote the Al Sadu craft in order to market the goods and provide a source of income for women in the villages.  It has also been recognised that the traditional mode of transmission, from generation to generation within family and neighbourhood circles, has been on the decline, especially with the compulsory education of girls in schools. Within these community groups, elderly women who are experts in the craft are supported financially and encouraged to impart their skills in a more formal way to the younger generation.  

Al Sadu traditional techniques of weaving are still in existence to provide for the demand in camel-related artefacts and to satisfy the traditional aesthetical appreciation in house furnishings. There is a recreational demand of the essentially urban population, and a potential for a tourist demand for Al Sadu products. Al Sadu bearers are also invited to display their products in heritage festivals and exhibitions, and there is some limited media attention on the Al Sadu tradition bearers.     

	2.b.
	Threat and risk assessment

This section should identify and describe the threats to the element’s continued transmission and enactment and describe the severity and immediacy of those threats.
Not to exceed 500 words.

	Although this element of intangible heritage appears viable, in reality it is endangered and needs urgent safeguarding.  This long history of craftsmanship is at risk as the skilful bearers of the element are now mostly limited to old women, and their numbers are decreasing rapidly.  This social demographic fact means a time may come when the bearers are no longer able to transmit the element to others. In spite of genuine concern by the communities, various projects by NGOs and some financial support by the state for existing practitioners, younger women are not being attracted to practise this craft.  

The main threat to Al Sadu is therefore the lack of interest of the younger generation to learn traditional skills. The production of Al Sadu items is time consuming, and requires traditional skills and knowledge. The financial reward is not compatible with incomes that could be earned by young women in the modern economy.  In addition, the younger generations of girls are not interested in learning the traditional crafts of their grandmothers. There has been a demographic shift of young people away from desert communities as they move to larger cities for a more modern life style and greater job opportunities.  Due to the rapid advancement of the UAE economy, as well as the broadening of educational and employment opportunities, women are increasingly attracted to employment in other professions. 

The second threat is that factory-produced furniture and soft furnishings are more popular for the modern home than hand-woven Al Sadu items.  A particular threat lies in the fact that the distinctive Bedouin Al Sadu design and colours have been copied by factories for mass production. Even though Al Sadu design is valued because of its heritage meanings, many people nowadays find it cheaper and more convenient to purchase factory-produced Al Sadu furnishing items.  It is increasingly difficult for the heritage bearers to compete with modern industrialized textile production. 

Unless a process is put in place to make this profession attractive to younger women, the numbers of women engaged in Al Sadu craft will decrease and this heritage tradition eventually die out.  This will be an irreplaceable loss in terms of economic, artistic and intangible heritage values.  It would also reduce the opportunity for multi-generational collective gatherings of women, and the associated transmission of various intangible culture elements, such as folk tales, poetry and recitation. It is also important to preserve the memories of existing oral history and knowledge of declining practice and awareness of Al Sadu textiles.

Although some efforts have been made to attract young women to learn the skills of weaving, the results to date have been insufficient. It needs a concerted effort of international dimension to draw attention to this craft and make it more appealing by ensuring international acclaim and prestige through safeguarding mechanisms endorsed by internationally recognized organizations, such as UNESCO. Measures aimed at preservation, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly through formal and non- formal education are urgently required to reverse the process of extinction.     

	3.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)
Items 3.a. to 3.d. request the elaboration of a coherent set of safeguarding measures as called for in Criterion U.3: ‘Safeguarding measures are elaborated that may enable the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned to continue the practice and transmission of the element’. 

The safeguarding measures, if effectively implemented, should be expected to contribute substantially to the safeguarding of the element within a time-frame of approximately four years. They should include measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the element by enabling the community to continue its practice and transmission.

	3.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element
Please describe the current and recent efforts of the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals to ensure the viability of the element. Describe efforts of the concerned State(s) Party(ies) to safeguard the element, taking note of external or internal constraints, such as limited resources.
Not to exceed 500 words.

	Various types of support have come from individual tradition bearers, their communities, non-profit organizations and state institutions. 

1.
Financial support for Al Sadu bearers, mainly through purchasing products for resale:

a.
Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH), under its Traditional Crafts Programme, supports 5 weavers in the Western Region with a fixed monthly income of Dhs. 6,500 for full-time Al Sadu production.  Around 53 additional women are paid according to the number of items produced. The items are resold in tourists' outlets.

b.
The Productive Families Programme “Furasati (My Chance) Project” was established in 2008 by the Ministry of Social Affairs to help families engaged in small scale production of traditional artefacts, including Al Sadu.  The programme provides technical, financial, marketing and legal services. It has a database of productive families, and also organizes training sessions. 

c.
The “Sougha (Gifts) Initiative” of the Khalifa Fund for Projects Development, established in 2007, aims to develop and market traditional handicraft products at local and international levels. Around 37 Al Sadu skilled bearers are involved. 

d.
Family Development Establishment, established in 2006, allocates funds to bearers for transmission of Al Sadu.

e.
Council of Abu Dhabi Business Women (established in 2005) launched the Mubdia’a (Creative Woman) Project which supports 58 Al Sadu weavers.

2. Establishment of Al Sadu handicraft centres, many involved in training women.

a.
Social Development Centres, established in 1979 by Ministry of Social Affairs, employ Al Sadu bearers to transmit their handicrafts skills. These centres produce various Al Sadu artefacts.  Around 27 bearers are employed in centres around the UAE.

b.
ADACH has established two handicraft centres (in Abu Dhabi and in Al Ain) where women work, exhibit and sell their products.

c.
General Union of Women (established 1975) employs 22 Al Sadu bearers to supervise the transmission of skills to other women.

d.
Emirates Heritage Club (established in 1993) runs training sessions and markets Al Sadu products. 

e.
Sheikha Amnah Centre (established in Al-Ain in 2002) runs Al Sadu training sessions.

f.
ADACH established a children’s creativity centre in Abu Dhabi to teach heritage skills to young children. 

g.
One bearer in Al Gharabia has developed an exhibition of Al Sadu items in her home, and conducts training sessions.

h.
An individual in Al Ain has established a museum of Al Sadu artifacts.

3. Safeguarding Al Sadu heritage:

a.
Al Sadu heritage of the Abu Dhabi emirate is being collected, classified, documented and archived by ADACH. Research is being conducted, and a book on Al Sadu is being published.

b.
Al Sadu is included in the National Cultural Encyclopaedia, compiled by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Social Development.  The Ministry also launched a website and established cultural centres. A priority of these initiatives is the protection and safeguarding of heritage elements, including Al Sadu.

c.
Al Sadu is promoted in four festivals established by ADACH: the Liwa Date Festival, Camel Mezayna (Beauty) Contest, Equestrian and Hunting Exhibition, and the annual International Book Fair.     

	3.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe a coherent set of safeguarding measures that, within a time-frame of approximately four years, could substantially enhance the viability of the element, if implemented, and provide detailed information as follows:

a. What primary objective(s) will be addressed and what concrete results will be expected?

b. What are the key activities to be carried out in order to achieve these expected results? Please describe the activities in detail and in their best sequence, addressing their feasibility.

c. Management and implementation: describe the mechanisms for the full participation of communities, groups or, if appropriate, individuals in the proposed safeguarding measures. Describe the implementing organization or body (name, background, etc.) and the human resources available for implementing the project. 

d. Timetable and budget: provide a timetable for the proposed activities and estimate the funds required for their implementation, identifying any available resources (governmental sources, in-kind community inputs, etc.).
Not to exceed 2,000 words.

	A)  Objectives and Expected Results: 

1.
To enhance the process of transmission of Al Sadu weaving skills from existing bearers to younger successors through a well-defined plan of training/apprenticeship programmes supervised by ADACH and in collaboration with the existing cultural and social work centres. 

2.
To create income-generating opportunities for those involved in the maintenance of Al Sadu, including animal owners (who supply the raw materials), craft persons who are skilled in making traditional looms and spinning tools, and the practicing weavers themselves.   

3.
To support the existing traditional mode of transmission through providing social and technical assistance to the existing bearers in their home-based communities. This is to be achieved within the framework of the Traditional Crafts Project already funded and launched by ADACH. The expected results are to record, document and technically support practicing craftspeople, by providing well-planned schemes for promotion and marketing of the products to ensure the continuity of the tradition. 

4.
To introduce measures that will ensure the provisioning of wool and natural dyes. 

5.
To promote the significance of the element as a symbol of national identity through conscious-raising programmes, in order to counteract globalization forces that have been impinging on local communities. This can be achieved through modern media, creating websites, holding exhibitions, and organizing workshops with the aim of enhancing its appeal to youth. 

6.
To safeguard the element through completion of data collection on Al Sadu traditional weaving in the ADACH and other archival institutions. 

B. Activities to Be Carried Out to Achieve the Expected Results: 

1.
Setting up a large centre, such as Beit Al Sadu (House of Al Sadu) that will host multiple activities to promote and develop Al Sadu, including resident weavers, exhibitions, training workshops, and a museum of Al Sadu artifacts, history and diversity. This will also be a tourist venue with practical demonstrations of the craft and gift shops. This centre will play an important role in educating and engaging the community in the safeguarding campaign for Al Sadu.

Setting up regional training centres for Al Sadu in the traditional communities of the craft in the various regions of the United Arab Emirates. Within the Abu Dhabi emirate, for example, the Khalifa Fund have already planned within the next four year the establishment of four centres in the Western Region, in Ghaithi, Hamim, Al Silah and Al Marfa. These centres should be provided with the necessary logistical support including equipment and raw materials. Each centre should have two to four existing bearers who will transmit their knowledge and skills in a well-planned scheme of scheduled training courses. Young women will be attracted to learn the craft by providing them with appropriate financial incentives. These centres are to engage in other Al Sadu related activities, including development, promotion and marketing of the traditionally produced products through selected local and international venues. The Red Crescent also has a future plan to set up Al Sadu Protection Foundation as part of Al Ghadeer Project, in Bidaa Zayed and Ghayathi.

2.
Various governmental and non-governmental bodies to provide funds to improve the social conditions of traditional bearers in remote Bedouin locations to ensure the transmission of Al Sadu heritage. 

3.
Highly skilled traditional bearers should to be declared officially as "national treasures” with appropriate financial support.  It has been proposed that six women will be declared as such before 2014. There will be an apprenticeship scheme attached to the ‘national treasures’ which will recruit 20 additional women into this heritage tradition.

4.
To enhance the visibility of Al Sadu and develop it as a living heritage, along with other traditional crafts, the following institutions are in the process of establishing heritage villages within the United Arab Emirates.  These are Sheikha Fatima Heritage Village near Baniyas Island, the Heritage Village in Al Ain (Environment Agency), and the Bedouin Museum in Abu Dhabi (ADACH). 

5.
ADACH has already assigned funding for a project to promote the traditional handicrafts of the UAE, including Al Sadu, through the development of a brand and retail strategy to that would transmit to the people of the UAE and its visitors the values and history associated with each type of handicraft. The final products would be made available to Emiratis and tourists through various outlets located in pre-selected areas on the local, regional and international market.  The project is in conjunction with the establishment of a training centre. This will increase the visibility and prestige of Al Sadu.

6.
Annual Awards are to be given during major national and cultural festivals, such as the National Day, the Liwa Date Festival and the Camel Beauty Festival. These awards will raise the profile of the tradition bearers and enhance their prestige within their communities. The categories could include awards for the best bearer/trainer; the best trainee; the best training centre; and the best marketing outlet. Sponsors are to be invited to take part in this annual event as heritage safeguarding campaigners. 

7.
The legal framework for the protection of the element should be made clear by disseminating to the public the rules and regulations for the protection and safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage adopted by the state. Intellectual property rights should be enforced as part of heritage law to safeguard the element against factory production. In this regard, the UAE will benefit from the experience of South Africa and Australia.

8.
Heritage education is vital to enhance awareness of national heritage among school children, in order to achieve the viability and future sustainability of Al Sadu and heritage in general.  This can be achieved by establishing recreational heritage clubs where children can be actively involved in learning about heritage.  In conjunction with this, there is a proposed scheme in which ADACH will work with the Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC) on heritage curriculum in schools, with special reference to Al Sadu. 

9.
A long-term campaign of greater media exposure of heritage issues and celebrations will reinforce the symbolic significance of Al Sadu as an element of the intangible cultural heritage of the people of Abu Dhabi. This campaign will involve regular display of the element on national and commercial TV shows to raise awareness and generate greater interest among nationals, particularly the young, to preserve their national identity.  Seminars, workshops and research findings are to be publicized through intelligent utilization of a multimedia approach publicity linking TV and radio programmes to the official websites of the safeguarding campaign and any other relevant websites. 

10.
Al Sadu weaving archives in the various emirates should be developed, including the ADACH database and archival system.  These shall contain all the relevant information about the element and past and existing bearers (the human treasures). This is to be recorded by means of scripts, recordings, photos, videos and any other available means of documentation. The collection, classification documentation and archiving of the data in Abu Dhabi emirate is already launched under the management and direct supervision of ADACH. 

The various proposed initiatives, strategies and programmes for Al Sadu will benefit greatly from UNESCO’s recognition, and is expected to raise awareness about this particular heritage element and promote its sustainability. 

C) Participation of communities, groups and individuals. 

In addition to the active tradition bearers of Al Sadu heritage and their communities, there have emerged several organizations, institutions and NGOs that are actively supporting the viability and safeguarding of this heritage element. The following groups, associations and communities are very committed to the campaign:  

1. ADACH: The Department of Intangible Heritage within the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage has a special division concerned with the production and safeguarding of traditional crafts, including Al Sadu.  The production section is instrumental in managing and supervising the ongoing projects for sustaining the continuity of the transmission process of the element, among others, and is crucial for the implementation of the proposed activities for safeguarding the element. It is also responsible for establishing the proposed training centres in the locations of Al-Sadu practice. It has already succeeded in establishing and running the “Traditional Crafts Centre”. ADACH is generously funded by the government of Abu Dhabi and generates a lot of financial support from leading business firms. 

2. The Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development has launched and undertaken many initiatives to support traditional handicrafts including Al Sadu. For example, it has produced the National Cultural Encyclopaedia and a series of Emirati Heritage Cultural Guidebooks which provide information about heritage. It runs various cultural centres in most regions of the UAE, which are suitable venues for the proposed activities for the safeguarding of Al Sadu element along with other heritage safeguarding activities. 

3. The “Fursati (My Opportunity) Initiative” is part of the activities of the Community Development Centres, under the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development. These programmes reach out to tradition bearers of heritage elements as well as the younger generations who wish to develop their careers in the heritage domains. 

4.  “Soughah Project”; a house-based Traditional Crafts Production Project launched by the Khalifa Fund for Development and providing promotion and marketing incentives for the production of Al Sadu products by traditional bearers. It is an important community-oriented project that encourages tradition bearers to remain within their local communities, and thus participating in the larger safeguarding processes. 

5. The General Union of Women is a large organization with chapters located in each emirate. It is actively engaged in supporting women’s welfare and dealing with women’s issues. In the Abu Dhabi branch, there is a division within the Union where women are employed to produce heritage traditional crafts. It also houses a Permanent Heritage Exhibition. 

6. The Ethnology Museum, the Open-Air Museum and Al-Ain Museum (Hiraf Project) display Al Sadu products and related information.

7. The Emirates Heritage Club is involved in safeguarding heritage and promoting it, especially among school children. They organize heritage holiday training camps which are provided free to young school children.  

8. The Ministry of Education has proposed a programme to incorporate heritage teaching within the school curricula.

In order for all the above institutions to address the threats facing Al Sadu, UNESCO’s recognition and support in terms of technical knowhow and operational directives will be of great value in aiding the UAE to keep this element viable and sustainable.   

D. Timetable and Budget 

The following is the schedule for the protection and safeguarding of Al Sadu weaving:

1.
From 2011 to 2015, various NGOs and governmental bodies will continue their programmes to support bearers to continue weaving in their communities. 

2.
In 2011, ADACH has allocated Dhs 5,570,000 for a marketing and retail strategy to support traditional handicrafts.

3.
By 2012, ADEC will introduce booklets about Al Sadu weaving into the school curriculum (ages 6 -9).

4.
In 2012, a training centre will be set up in the Western Region of Abu Dhabi, close to the location of many tradition bearers. A budget of Dhs 9,599,000 has been allocated (ADACH).

5.
In 2012, an Annual Awards programme will be established, to be supported by local businesses.

6.
Before 2013, a basic system of local laws and regulations will be built in protection of the intangible cultural heritage.

7.
Before 2014, additional training centres will be established in 4 locations within the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. This project is the initiative of the Khalifa Fund.

8.
By 2014, six Al Sadu bearers will be nominated as ‘National treasures’.

9.
By 2014, the Sheikha Fatima Heritage Village in Baniyas Island will be established, with a budget of Dhs. 190 million.

10.
By 2014, the archive of Al Sadu within ADACH will be completed.     

	3.c.
	Commitment of communities, groups or individuals concerned
The feasibility of safeguarding depends in large part on the aspirations and commitment of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned. This section should demonstrate that the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have the will and commitment to safeguard the element if conditions are favourable. The best evidence will often be an explanation of their involvement in past and ongoing safeguarding measures and of their participation in the formulation and implementation of future safeguarding measures, rather than simple pledges or affirmations of their support or commitment. 

Not to exceed 250 words.

	The Al Sadu bearers and their communities are highly committed to safeguarding Al Sadu practice.  They have demonstrated this commitment in various ways:

1.
Active and ongoing participation in programmes to transmit the skills and knowledge of Al Sadu to the younger generation

a.
27 bearers work and teach in Social Development Centres around the UAE 

b.
22 bearers work and teach in workshops run by the General Union of Women

c.
Bearers also teach in centres run by the Emirates Heritage Club, Sheikha Amnah Centre and Council of Abu Dhabi Business Women.

2.
Active production of Al Sadu products:

a.
5 full-time weavers and 53 part-time weavers produce items under the Traditional Crafts Programme (ADACH).

b.
58 weavers are registered in the Mubdiaa programme, run by the Abu Dhabi Business Women’s Council.

c.
37 weavers are supported by the Sougha Initiative of the Khalifa Fund.

3.
Active participation in various Heritage Festivals, where they display and market their Al Sadu products.     

	3.d.
	Commitment of State(s) Party(ies)
The feasibility of safeguarding also depends on the support and cooperation of the concerned State(s) Party(ies). This section should provide evidence that the State Party concerned has the commitment to support the safeguarding effort by creating favourable conditions for its implementation and should describe how the State Party has previously and will in the future demonstrate such commitment. Declarations or pledges of support are less informative than explanations and demonstrations.
Not to exceed 250 words.

	Both federal and local governments are firmly committed to safeguarding Al Sadu as traditional heritage:

a.
Two legislations have been recently drafted: a federal Law for the Preservation of Intangible Cultural Heritage, and local legislation entitled "Formation of a Register for Intangible Heritage in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi."

b.
Ministry of Social Affairs employs 27 craftswomen, including Al Sadu bearers, in  Productive Family Centres 

c.
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development has organized summer camps for teaching Al Sadu, is supervising federal Inventory Lists, and organizing festivals in cooperation with the Family Development Foundation, and Women's Unions, in addition to participating in local, regional and international exhibitions.

d.
The Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage has an annual budget of  Dhs. 4,000,000 to:


Enhance the Traditional Handicrafts Project, including Al Sadu 


Organize four annual traditional heritage exhibitions, with a budget of Dhs. 4,000,000.


Employ five bearers with monthly salary to work in Abu Dhabi and Al Ain Projects for Al     Sadu, in addition to 20 women in Abu Dhabi and 20 women in Western Region.


ADACH has allocated Dhs. 19 million to safeguard traditional handicrafts.


Culture and Arts Department (ADACH) runs a programme to teach traditional handicraft skills, including Al Sadu, to youth.

e.
Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC) is committed to publishing brochures related to Al Sadu.

f.
 Abu Dhabi Environment Agency has budgeted Dhs. 120 million for a festival and heritage village in 2011, including Al Sadu.

	4.
	Community participation and consent in the nomination process 
(cf. Criterion U.4) 

This section asks the submitting State Party to establish that the nomination satisfies Criterion U.4: ‘The element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals in the nomination process

Describe how and in what ways the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in the nomination process at all stages, as required by Criterion U.4. States Parties are further encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of other concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, neighbouring communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and other interested parties. The participation of communities in the practice and transmission of the element should be addressed in point 1 above, and their participation in safeguarding should be addressed in point 3; here the submitting State should describe the widest possible participation of communities in the nomination process.

	This nomination has been formulated by Al Sadu practitioners and their concerned communities through a series of field work discussions, consultative processes, and meetings. Video and documentary evidence is available.

During 2006-2007 three workshops were organized in Abu Dhabi, Al Ain, and Madinat Zayed where 10-30 heritage practitioners of different age groups, backgrounds, and occupations, in addition to representatives of governmental bodies and civil societies, contributed to the identification of traditional elements in need of urgent safeguarding, including Al Sadu. 

In 2008-2009 ADACH organized handicraft training courses and exhibitions, including Al Sadu, in Liwa and Ghayathi. These were attended by teachers, students, and elderly. All expressed their willingness to participate in the ICH Inventory and the nomination of Al Sadu, among other items.

In 2008, a seminar was organized jointly by ADACH and the Khalifa Fund to choose the most representative handicrafts for the heritage, including Al Sadu.  

Field visits to Al Sadu bearers and their communities took place during 2009 and 2010.

30 Al Sadu bearers, along with 20 other representatives from concerned community and state associations, participated in a day long workshop on 26th January 2011 to discuss and elaborate on the Al Sadu nomination file.

In 2009 Sharjah organized a workshop with heritage bearers, researchers and students to choose traditional elements.

Members of the Al Sadu bearing communities and ADACH cultural experts worked together on the preparation of the nomination file.  

	4.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations.

Please attach supporting evidence demonstrating such consent and indicate below what evidence you are providing and what form it takes.

	Free, prior and informed consent of submitting Al Sadu on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding has been granted by the various communities, groups and individuals concerned. Documents are attached to this submission.

The photos and film chosen in this submission have been selected by the practitioners as the most representative and evocative of the Al Sadu tradition and culture, and have been approved by representatives attending the workshop on 26th January 2011.

	4.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage is sometimes restricted by customary practices governing, for example, its transmission or performance or maintaining the secrecy of certain knowledge. Please indicate if such practices exist and, if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.

	There is no specific customary practice governing access to this element.

	5.
	Inclusion of the element in an inventory (cf. Criterion U.5)

This section is where the State Party establishes that the nomination satisfies Criterion U.5: ‘The element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) as defined in Articles 11 and 12’. 

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with Articles 11 and 12, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

	Al Sadu was included in the Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory of Abu Dhabi Emirate which was approved on 1st July 2009. The inventory is deposited with the Intangible Cultural Heritage Department of the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH) under three topics: camel accessories, Al Sadu and camels.  

In 2006 ADACH set up a Committee, of about 30 men and women, to work as a source group to identify UAE cultural elements. The Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community Development also formed two federal committees of about 24 persons to help in the making of the national inventory project. The Emirates Heritage Club, the Heritage Authority in Sharjah, the Family Development Corporation, the Women’s Association, Scout Association, the Khalifa Fund and the weavers themselves actively participated in the making of the national inventory and the inclusion of Al Sadu on the national inventory list, through many interviews, provision of documentation and a workshop.      


	Documentation

All documentation that is provided should add value to the nomination file by offering information about the element, its role within its community, its viability and any challenges it faces. Photographic, sound and audiovisual documents should be submitted according to the technical specifications in the Annex below. Supplementary materials (within the maximums set out below) may be submitted, and will be helpful in allowing visibility activities, but they will not be considered in the process of examining or evaluating the nomination.

	a. Required and supplementary documentation

	Required materials
Supplementary materials
Photos
10 recent photographs representing different aspects of the element
Maximum 30

Video
edited video (maximum 10 minutes)
Maximum 60 minutes

Audio
–

Maximum 60 minutes

Maps
–

Maximum 3

Books
–

Maximum 3

Regrettably, materials in excess of the maximum quantities listed in the ‘Supplementary materials’ category cannot be accepted by UNESCO. In sending materials, clearly distinguish the required materials from any supplementary materials you may wish to include. None of the materials will be returned to the submitting States.

	b. Cession of rights including registry of items
Documentary materials must be accompanied by a non-exclusive cession of rights document granting worldwide rights to UNESCO to use the materials (see Form ICH-07). The ICH-07 form must be submitted in English or French, without alteration of any kind to the text and be signed by an authorized signatory. The cession of rights must include a registry of the items submitted, describing for each item:
1. identifier (file name and/or reference)

2. copyright information, including creator’s name

3. date of creation

4. caption (in English or French)

	c. List of additional resources
Submitting States may wish to list the principal published references, using standard bibliographic format, as well as websites or multimedia resources providing supplementary information on the element. 
Not to exceed one page.

	Frauke Heard-Bey (1982) From Trucial States to United Arab Emirates, Dubai, UAE: Motivate Publishing.

Gertrude Dyck (1995) The Oasis: Al Ain Memoirs of  Doctora  Latifa, Motivate Publishing, Dubai: Motivate Publishing

Neil Richardson and Marcia Dorr (2003) The Craft Heritage of Oman, Dubai: Motivate Publishing.

John Topham (1982) Traditional Crafts of Saudi Arabia, First ed., London: Stacey International 

 عبدالله صالح، الحرف والمهن في دولة الإمارات، دائرة الثقافة والإعلام، الشارقة، 

     دولة الإمارات العربية المتحدة، 2008م.

   يوسف العدان، أياد من ذهب، الحرف والصناعات في دول الإمارات العربية المتحدة، نادي 
    تراث الإمارات، أبوظبي، 2001م.     

خولة المناعي، السدو في قطر، القيم الفنية والتقنيات التقليدية، مركز التراث الشعبي 
    لمجلس التعاون لدول الخليج العربية، قطر، الدوحة.

فاطمة مسعود نايع المنصوري، الإبل في الإمارات، دراسة تاريخية، تراثية، أدبية، مركز 
    زايد للتراث والتاريخ ، العين،  الإمارات، 2006.
د. حسن النابودة، د.فاتح زغل، مهارات حرفية وفنية في التراث الوطني والفنون الإسلامية، مركز 
    زايد للتراث والتاريخ، أبوظبي، 2000 – 2004.

سعيد بن محمد المعشني، الصناعات التقليدية في ظفار، مكتبة الكنوز، صلالة، سلطنة عمان،

	Contact information

	A.
Contact person for correspondence

Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination, and indicate the title of this person (Ms, Mr, etc.). If an e-mail address cannot be provided, the information should include a fax number. For multi-national nominations provide contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination (request for additional information, etc). For multi-national nominations, also provide contact information for one person in each State Party.

	Dr. Nasser Ali Al Himiri 

Intangible Heritage Department

ADACH

P O Box 2380, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +971 2 657 6145, +971 2 6576144

Fax: +971 2 444 5639

falcon@adach.ae

	B.
Competent body involved 
This section should provide the name, address and contact information of the competent body (agency, museum, institution, or manager) with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Intangible Heritage Department

Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH)

P. O. Box 2380, 

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel:  +971 2 657 6145, +971 2 6576144

Fax: +971 2 444 5639


	C.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, who are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	Intangible Heritage Department, Production Section

Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage (ADACH)

P O Box 2380, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +971 2 657 6145, +971 2 6576144

Fax: +971 2 444 5639


Email: ICH@adach.ae

Ministry of Culture, Youth & Community Development

P O Box 41464, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124466145

Fax:   +97124451444

www.mcycd.ae

Ministry of Social Affairs

P O Box 71141, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124601111

Fax: + 9712612116

Email: minister@msa.ae

Dubai, UAE

Tel: +97146011444

Fax: +97142610370

Abu Dhabi Businesswomen’s Council

P O Box 662, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97126177526

Fax:  +97126177236

Email: mubdiah@adcci.gov.ae

Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC)

P O Box 36005, Abu Dhabi, UAE

     97126150000 :Tel

Al Ain Municipality

P O Box 1003, Al Ain, UAE

Tel: +97137635111

Fax:  +97137633288

Email: info@am.ae.

Al Ain National Museum

P O Box 15715, Al Ain, UAE

Tel: +97137641595

Fax: +97137658311

Department of Economic Development

P O Box 12, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97126727749

Fax:   +97126727200

www:ded.abudhabi.ae.

Emirates Heritage Club

P O Box 41464, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124456456

Fax:   +97124451444

Email: info@torath.ae

Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi. 

P.O Box 45553, Abu Dhabi, UAE 

Tel: +971 (2) 4454777

Fax: +971 (2) 4463339

E-mail: customerservice@ead.ae

Family Development Foundation

P O Box 4088, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124090111

Fax:   +97124477575

Email: info@fdf.ae.

General Women's Union

P O Box 130, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97124475333

Fax:   +97124475202

www.wu.gov.ae

Girl Guide Association

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +97125570775 

Fax: +97125570771 

Khalifa Fund for Enterprise Development

P  O Box 131313, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel:  +0097126960000

Fax:  +97126776688

Email: info@khalifafund.gov.ae

www.khalifafund.gov.ae

Red Crescent

P O Box 3324, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Tel: +0097126419000

Fax:   +97126411822

Email: thesecretariat@uaerc.ae

Sheikha Amnah Heritage Cultural & Religious Centre

P O Box 1447, Al Ain: UAE

Tel: +97137633003

Fax:   +97137633411

Email: amenacenter@hotmail.com

	Signature on behalf of the State Party

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination

	Name:
 Dr. Nasser Ali Al Himiri 
Title:
 Director Intangible Heritage Department

                  Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage ADACH
Date:
 7 February 2011
Signature: 
<signed>
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