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General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 

France is one of the countries that not only ratified the 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage, but has also a very active role in terms of its implementation and the adoption / application of coherent cultural policies in that regards at various complementary levels: safeguarding, awareness raising, education, training, introduction of IC Technologies in the safeguarding methodologies and means, inter alia. The national legal frameworks being very close to the ones contained in the Convention, the overall context is quite helpful and favorable to the activities of associations, NGOs and other civil society structures working in this field. Citizens are also sensitive to the question, thanks to the vast information and awareness raising campaigns led by the state authorities and other organizations and institutions. 

Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?

Practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage can be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, through developing local capacity regard the establishment of appropriate levels of training according to the different stakeholders, integrating the issue of continuous training and encouraging a closer contact between training programs and public/private employers in Cultural Heritage as well as of the training of trainers.

3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?

As a general comment, formal and non-formal eduction have to integrate the value of intangible cultural heritage as an issue clsosely related to the interests of the local populations and dependent on the active implication of the civil society and local communities. They must perceive their interest as deriving from the enhancement of ‘their’ cultural heritage. This means that support should be provided to schools, universities and vocational education. Support to raise the awareness of local and central administrators is also needed in order to integrate cultural heritage in the education system. This effort also has to be directed at young people and the public in general.

The general public should be informed, via the various media addressing a wider community, thus promoting and stimulating the educational value and inculcating both local and common identity, rather than it being an object of passive consumption. To accompany this effort, it is crucial to incorporate the knowledge of cultural heritage into the syllabuses of primary and secondary schools and to establish appropriate levels of training according to the different stakeholders: - Decision makers - Professional and technical staff, including mid-career professionals- NGO personnel- Civil society (including awareness building)- Professionals and private contractors, etc.

4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage? 

Community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities have to become places where all generations can meet and be informed and educated about cultural heritage. Courses and training events must be organised inside the sites, museums and cultural areas. Teachers and trainers must be both cultural heritage experts and contemporary creators, including craftsmen. They must give the public the opportunity to learn more about past and present cultural heritage and favour a dialogue across the generations. These courses should be an opportunity to promote an integrated vision of tangible and non-tangible heritage, meeting with successive memories — even painful ones — that have contributed to the emergence of the people’s identities.

5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.) 

By integrating programmes of information and awareness raising towards te general public as well as to specific population groups, i.e. youth, etc. Also by presenting best practices and positive action in the field of safeguading the ICH.

6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance? 

Commercial activities and private investments related to ICH have to be conceived as part of broader programs in favour of social and economic development. In that regard, the integration of Cultural Heritage in other sectors as a crosscutting theme opens the way for a new generation of investments. However, this investment and commercial activity may not replace the primary responsibility of the public sector to act as the custodian of Cultural Heritage assets. This is a vital pre-requisite taking into account the rôle of ICH (and Culturalm Heritage in general) in the respect of cultural specificities of the community and the appropriation of Cultural Heritage by local populations, these pre-requisites constituting the base for sustainable and endog​enous development.

7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?

Enhanced visibility and awareness raising constitute an important element within the various value chains related to the Intangible Heritage investments, contributing to local economic development, the creation of income-generating activities, employment, and the generation of foreign exchange. 

Awareness-raising at the international level 

8. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 

· Invite the national authorities (countries and regions) to consider Intangible Cultural Heritage as a relevant tool for economic development and the basic instrument to build the core element of a common identity and social cohesion

· Develop cooperation that goes beyond cross-border/local levels and be flexible enough to include broad thematic and regional projects, an area of thematic programs, a component of national strategies and plans, a tool of local development and governance, etc.

· Coordinate efforts and programs with other international, regional and bilateral agencies and/or donors covering similar areas, in order to avoid overlapping of activities and to create synergies.

9. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?

a. Partnership should be adequately diversified and special attention and provisions should be devoted to assisting the formation of partnerships between small and medium sized NGOs. Partners should demonstrate sufficient management capability and true engagement. In order to be able to benefit from the relevant expertise, institutional/regulatory reforms appear necessary to allow both governmental and other organizations to participate in the project implementation (permissions, receipt and allocation of funds). This also encourages good governance and the development of civil society and private sector initiatives.

b. 

10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?

However, the fundamental issue in awareness raising about ICH is related to considering the acknowledged role of cultural heritage on human development and cultural diversity and the more recent evolution of the political orientations concerning this aspect of development policy, it is clear that the main objective of any programme for the promotion and visibility of intangible cultural heritage has to be centred on the appropriation of cultural heritage by people themselves and therefore on education and access to knowledge of cultural heritage.

This objective involves in particular a real meeting of the people concerned with their own successive memories: a true reconciliation, in certain cases, between tangible and non-tangible heritage. To this end, architectural heritage, museums and all cultural areas must become places of life for the local populations. Synergies between past cultural heritage and contemporary creations, live arts and crafts should be promoted in order to encourage the dialogue between generations and the integration of cultural heritage in local daily life. It also involves encouraging the economic and social local repercussions of cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible.

11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?

As cultural heritage is a ‘public wealth’, its management and its appropriation by the people require a legal, administrative, rigorous and professional framework harmonised at the national, regional and international level so that intercultural dialogue is also supported. Specific projects aiming at the dissemination and promotion of best practices have to become an integral chapter of the Committee's field of action. 

The setting up of networks of professionals, of local authorities and of local actors in civil society makes it possible to open up a genuine intercultural dialogue based on actual experience and best practices.

Threats related to awareness-raising

12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?

Elements susceptible to feed nationalistic or other fundamentalistic practices and orientations leading to exclusion. ICH has to be treated as an element contributing to cultural diversity and not exclusion.

13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?

Enhancing normative action and standard-setting instruments' use. 

14. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?

Awareness raising, information, close cooperation with civil society actors. 

15. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?

Ownership and intellectual property rights.

Additional comments

Bref inventaire des actions de notre association dans le domaine 

de l’action normative de l’UNESCO

(Diffusion et contribution à la mise en œuvre des textes normatifs)

	Année 
	Projet / action
	Lieu

	1995-96
	Questionnaire et Colloque « La mise en œuvre de la Recommandation relative à la condition de l’artiste, UNESCO, 1980, Belgrade
	Athènes, Grèce

Participations au colloque : Italie, Danemark, Suède, Liban

	2002
	Séminaire régional : analyse de l’action normative de l’UNESCO et son impact sur la situation des artisans – projet PRODECOM, financé par la Commission Européenne, programmes Euromed Héritage II
	Istanbul, Turquie

Participations : Algérie, Egypte, Palestine, Maroc, Jordanie

	2005
	Participation à l’atelier sur la protection des biens culturels en cas de conflit armé, RMSU, Commission Européenne, Programmes Euromed Héritage
	Mer Morte, Jordanie

Atelier régional

	2008
	Atelier régional « Diversité culturelle et développement local » :

Analyse de la Convention 2003 pour la sauvegarde du Patrimoine culturel immatériel

Analyse de la convention 2005 pour la protection et la promotion de la diversité des expressions culturelles  – dans le cadre du projet CULT LINK, financé par la Commission Européenne


	Damas, Syrie

Participations : Algérie, Tunisie, Egypte, Liban, Palestine, Grèce
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