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General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 
[You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains (such as music, oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, festive events, etc.). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you may encounter when doing so, and propose possible solutions] 
The concept of Intangible cultural heritage has gained broader currency in Lithuania after the ratification of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. By the time forms and phenomena of the intangible cultural heritage were commonly referred to as traditional or ethnic culture. Fifty years of the Soviet regime has disrupted the natural existence of traditional culture, however in the same time the folklore movement has sprung bringing on an increasing number of folklore ensembles having become bearers of customs, rituals and traditional festivities.   

The academic society played a significant role during the soviet period. This particular societal layer has moulded the perception of the intangible cultural heritage as the main factor for maintaining the national identity. Currently scientific research on intangible cultural heritage appears as one of the main spheres of human sciences. Moreover, the academic society together with public institutions contributes to the creation of a legal base for the protection, development and reviving of this heritage.  

The youth – about fifty percents of participants of traditional festivities, rituals are young people. Youth ensembles maintain the tradition of the Song Festival. Children and youth ensembles will constitute the major part of participants of the Millennium Song Celebration of Lithuania in 2009. The uprise of a more active positive relation is noticeable. Whereas the bigger part of Lithuanian habitants is concentred in towns an inverted process follows on as intangible cultural heritage being created and maintained in villages is now being revived in towns.   

National minorities are actively safeguarding their traditions and customs. Particularly active in this field are Tartars’ and Karaites’’ communities whose identity was the worst affected. These nations are now actively recreating forms of their intangible cultural heritage.  

However a fast decay of the intangible cultural heritage is nevertheless noticeable today due to societal transformations, a number of traditions are being revived and adapted to new circumstances. 

Problems:

· A fast pace of living, opened borders, informational technologies, particularities of public political life affect communities and their lifestyles;

· Changes in the proportion of urban and rural habitants. A major part of Lithuanian society is now concentred in towns;

· The intervention of mass-culture (contra-culture) influences weaker communities.

Solutions:

· Consolidation of communities;

· Education, awareness-raising;

· Involvement of the intangible cultural heritage in the business sphere. Lithuania has adopted a Law on the National Heritage, aimed to promote the development of traditional crafts, traditional service trades and other spheres of national heritage. 

Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it? 
First and foremost bearers and conveyers of intangible cultural heritage should know that their knowledge, skills and know-how are valuable not solely for themselves, while their created products (no matter if it is a folk song performed, or a craft item) is an inseparable part of the national culture. It is most necessary to get them involved in trainings for the community members by establishing traditional craft centres, aimed to transmit skills and know-how, to find ways to involve them in formal and informal education systems by inviting to hold practical trainings, workshops, give lessons. These people should be stimulated by state premiums, awards and other means.     
3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose? 
A particularly important role is played by formal education, namely lessons on ethnic culture. A considerably bigger number of young people could be involved in non-formal education. The quality and attractiveness of educational materials – publications, CDs, DVDs, various games, cartoons and videos – should be given more attention and effort.  
4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage? 
Museums and archives store funds of the most valuable part of intangible cultural heritage, which is essential for reconstructing the heritage and reviving endangered phenomena. Publishing the materials stored in funds gives the possibility to the community to re-cede its property into circulation. 


Funds of the museums are used in educative activities. Dissemination of intangible cultural heritage takes place in community centres, cultural institutions.
5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.) 
Nowadays the potentialities of media became very important. No doubt, the relevancy of context where the information is spread is of substantial importance. Radio and TV broadcasts both on national and regional stations and channels presenting intangible cultural heritage have become very popular in Lithuania. The information is also disseminated by the use of internet websites, but it is still difficult to ensure its reliability.  
6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance? 
Yes, without a doubt. By means of promoting the logo, the name etc. For the meantime it is poorly exploited in Lithuania.

7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities? 
From one side - yes, but there‘s a danger „to lift the bar“ and to loose some preciseness while observing the traditions. 
Awareness-raising at the international level 

8. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 
[such as the collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a website, the production of information materials, the constitution of a repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, the development of partnerships, the participation in international congresses, the provision of information to other UN agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, etc.)]
To put more efforts for the dissemination of information on intangible cultural heritage taking use of all means available and not only in events and conferences on this subject.

9. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?
The inclusion of intangible cultural heritage in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is particularly important, as it raises the feeling of pride of the community, whereas reminds the public institutions on the obligation to preserve the valuable being have nominated. The means is the dissemination by every possible way – by producing CDs, publications, disseminating in mass-media, organising trainings in education system, cultural education, adult education etc. 

10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?
The contribution is exceptionally positive. It strengthens motivation of local authorities, communities to safeguard their intangible cultural heritage traditions. The sight „from on high“ is always important. 

11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
An easy access to comprehensive information in the internet (as for example, links to concrete websites) would be truly helpful.  

Threats related to awareness-raising

12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?
12-13.
It is important to refrain from giving publicity to local unique phenomena and objects, as this could possibly contribute to the destruction of them. There are rituals, knowings (especially in the traditional medicine) that are too sensitive. Living rituals and ceremonies could not be always publicly demonstrated. Only the information on the importance of the intangible cultural heritage, illustrated with some examples should be disseminated.

14. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?
Particular means should be embedded in laws and legal acts protecting the intellectual property and authors‘ rights.

15. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?
The human right to the protection of personal information, security of personal data. Surely, the use of knowledge for commercial purposes. Locations, which sacredness should be preserved, should not be opened for mass meetings, visiting. There is a danger to commercialize what is sacred. Intangible cultural heritage is in general non-massive, it often cannot even become an object of cultural tourism.
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