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General  
1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 
[You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains (such as music, oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, festive events, etc.). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you may encounter when doing so, and propose possible solutions] 

General awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage in my country could be divided into following classifications:
· Geographic region
· General public and specialists in the field
· Youth, middle and senior generation                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
· Visibility of specific intangible heritage domains

Geographic region. In the case of Mongolia, crucial elements of the intangible cultural heritage are remained born by the herders and rural people with its genuine originality and specificity in the remote rural areas. Even those who hold the intangible cultural heritage give high importance on it, due to the geographic, social and economical isolation; their voice is not disseminated and not raised to both the mass and governmental bodies. Thus, much of the knowledge and skills linked to the intangible cultural heritage are gradually disappearing with their bearers and practitioners in the isolated and underserved areas. 
On the other hand, the importance of intangible cultural heritage is discussed in dialogues amongst various stakeholders often in the urban areas, such as Ulaanbaatar, the capital and other large towns. But due to the poor sufficiency of media dissemination attached to the poor infrastructure, still, public awareness on this matter is relatively low, compared to the other aspects of cultural and art. 
General public and specialists in the field. Obviously, the experts in the field of intangible cultural heritage have higher knowledge and information and take better importance on the intangible cultural heritage rather than the general public.  However, their activities on raising public awareness on the intangible cultural heritage are not sufficient, due to the inadequate administrative, financial and organizational provisions. 

Youth, middle and senior generation. As for the current youth awareness on the importance of intangible cultural heritage, it is relatively low. Their disinterest on the intangible cultural heritage is growing, due to the factors such as, globalization, urbanization, cultural assimilation and acculturation through daily exposure of modern mass culture, media and etc. Also, the upper generation’s poor introduction and advertisement on the traditional intangible cultural heritage plays important role on the low awareness of young people. 
The upper generation, or the middle aged generation grew up during the communist regime, which controlled over Mongolia for about 70 years, and thus have no high understanding and awareness on the traditional culture. In other words, those people are the ones who got brought up in the circumstances where the traditional culture and national identity were suppressed by the Communist ideologies, which is why they remained having less awareness on the intangible cultural heritage. 
Mostly, the senior generation of Mongolia are the bearers of the intangible cultural heritage. Because during their youth, they had better situation on learning opportunity of the knowledge and skills associated to the intangible cultural heritage from their parents, when Communist ideologies hadn’t intesed yet. Thus, even if they got exposed seriously to the Communist regime ideologies, they still remained having awareness and mentality on the intangible cultural heritage and its importance. 
Then since 1990s, after the transition to Democracy, public awareness (particularly the middle and senior generation of the society) on the traditional culture and national identity has been gradually revived and some noteworthy measures have been taken for the safeguarding, transmitting and maintaining of the intangible cultural heritage of Mongolia. 
Visibility of specific intangible heritage domains. Currently, The List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Mongolia is on the process of elaboration by the relevant bodies in Mongolia, which also classifies the heritage as representative and urgent safeguarding lists, because some of the intangible cultural heritage domains are getting low in visibility.  Tsuur (three-holed traditional vertical flute), for instance, is at the edge of disappearing together with its practitioners-there are only about ten practitioners left and requires crucial steps and measures for the safeguarding and maintaining. 
In raising public awareness on the intangible cultural heritage and its importance, various stakeholders should play significant role and their cooperation and collaboration is vitally important for succeed. 

Major role should be played by the governmental bodies, to designating legal and socio-economical favorable framework for the intangbile cultural heritage and it’s bearers through applicable provisions relative to administration, finance and management. 
For instance, the Mongolian Parliament passed ‘Law on Protecting Cultural Heritage’, the Mongolian Government endorsed and ratified UNESCO Conventions on safeguarding cultural heritage, the Mongolian President issued a Decree on promoting and developing tradional culture of morin khuur, long songs and huumii, while the Government has been implementing ‘National program for promoting traditional culture’ and other initiatives, such as ‘Morin khuur and long songs’ action plans. 

By keeping the importance of national identity and traditional culture in mind, other stakeholders, such as bearers and practitioners, relevant community members, NGOs, researchers, scholars, and individuals should also be actively involved in the measures and acitivities for raising public awareness. 
Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?
Since they are the people who keep the originality and specificity of the heritage, they should genuinely introduce the peculiarities of customary access to heritage that should be respected by public. They could introduce it through the class-training or apprenticeship when they transmitting their knowledge and skill to the learners or amateurs. Also, practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage could be effectively cooperating with mass media, which provides broad access to distribute the respected customs to general public. 
(As for our country, we have challenges on the public awareness about the intangible cultural heritage. Since there is no promoting system or framework for the bearers, their public recognition is low, which causes them to be ignorant by the local administration, even if their reputation among the community can be high. Consequently, bearers’ attempts to transmit their knowledge and skills to next generation and widen up the range of the heritage often fail due to their ignorant status among general society and decision-making levels. Thus, the fundamental action to be taken urgently is to establish the promoting system for the bearers in all level, as well as raise bearers’ awareness on the intangible cultural heritage by conducting training, seminar and other similar activities.)

3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?
As for the formal education, the ratio of the intangible cultural heritage in the curriculum should be increased by infusing the information on the elements of intangible cultural heritage into the primary, secondary and high school curriculums with certain levels of amount. Current curriculum includes less information and importance on the intangible cultural heritage, which is why the children are more likely to tend to neglect the traditional culture. 

The number of the qualified and skilled teachers should be raised, thus, they can show great influence on tempting children to the intangible cultural heritage. In order to prepare better future knows and loves our traditional culture, we should particularly focus on the bring-up of the young generation, and so we should supply and provide them with knowledge and mentality on the traditional culture and national identity. 
Home-tutoring or apprenticeship also should play an important role. Traditionally, majority of the intangible cultural heritage elements have been taught by home-tutoring method, which should be kept in the same way in modern society to preserve the originality of the heritage and its transmission. Thus, there should be regulative and financial provisions and incentives for the promotion of the intangible cultural heritage transmission in apprenticeship way. 
Contests, festivals, cognitive trips, internships and other such events should be held more often and recruit and encourage students broadly. There should be higher amount of the schoolbooks, manuals, CDs, DVDs and other audio-visual and textual materials be provided for more efficient publicity and dissemination of the intangible cultural heritage in both formal and non-formal education system. 

4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage? 
Community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities could organize or host the activities and events such as, sequent and/or specialized exhibitions, archive open—days, publicities and other measures on the intangible cultural heritage. Mutual understanding and cooperation among them and local administrations, mass media and other relevant bodies are high of importance on this matter. Transparency of information to share with each other is also essential. 
5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.) 
Various types of media can contribute to raising awareness by producing and broadcasting diverse kinds of shows, programmes, broadcastings, documentaries, feature films, articles, essays, paragraphs, texts and other transmissions to general public and/or to other linked bodies. Role of mass media is widely ranged, contains numerous activities, which should show positive influence on the public awareness about intangible cultural heritage. 
It is significant to maintain the equity and balance of the information and date on the distribution of media. 
6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance?
Commercial activities related to intangible cultural heritage can contribute to raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage. However, any type of commercial activity should be taken under the high supervision by the certain bearer and/or other relevant bodies. Also it should be tended for promoting the bearers and practitioners and ensuring their livelihood standard as well as opening public access to the heritage. High supervision for preserving and keeping the originality of the heritage is significant, otherwise commercial activity may be tend to over-commercialization,  or spoiling the genuine features of the element and other negative consequences. The supervision over the commercial activities on the intangible cultural heritage could be designated through the regulatory system or traditional morality and decency. 
7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
Consequent to the commercial activities, enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage can lead to income-generating activities. Again, in order to maintain the heritage as original as possible over the time, preserving the originality and tradition of the heritage element is vitally important while adjusting and modifying certain aspects of it to the consumers’ need and demand, and market change.  
Awareness-raising at the international level 

8. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 
[such as the collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a website, the production of information materials, the constitution of a repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, the development of partnerships, the participation in international congresses, the provision of information to other UN agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, etc.)]

UNESCO Secretariat should develop actions and tools for opening access to the intercultural bodies in the field of intangible cultural heritage to introduce, share and exchange their information on heritages with each other, and establish further cooperation for the safeguarding and maintaining of the intangible cultural heritage. 
The range of the activities and tools is limitless, it can start from collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a website, the production of information materials, the constitution of repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, the development of partnerships, the participation in international congresses, and reach to the provision of information to other UN agencies and other intergovernmental organizations and etc.  
There should be a UNESCO Television Channel for the Intangible cultural heritage that operates and serves just like the National Geography Channel. Through the Intangible Cultural Heritage Channel, general public awareness can be raised worldwide effectively and it could be the global database of the intangible cultural heritages. 

Moreover, it could contribute for strengthening the mutual understanding and ensuring peace among the countries around the world. 
9. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?
After inscribing the element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, there should be friendly and/or joint performances, concerts, festivals and other similar events relative to the element organized more often with follow-up activities in national, regional and international levels. Through such events, better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance are ensured and the dialogue that respects cultural diversity is encouraged. 
Moreover, the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity should be translated into not only the major languages, but also into the other influential languages and disseminated through mass media and other various tools, so that the global awareness on the intangible cultural heritage and its importance is broadened and strengthened. 
When raising awareness, it is important to strengthen and encourage the linkage between the heritage element and its specific customs, traditions and other customary practices. 

10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?
The programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention can be publicized widely among the countries and become the best practice for them to apply on their own contexts. 
With this respect, the Committee should play major role on disseminating the best practice issues to the countries around the world and pushing the governments to applying the best practices into their context accordingly. 
11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
The Committee can disseminate best practices through the organization of international and regional congresses, conferences, seminars, workshops and symposiums; constitution of repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, publishing of manuals, booklets and other publications and free-distribution to the State members and other such activities. 

While disseminating the best practices, it is important to take the similarity or the uniqueness of the countries’ contexts into consideration as well as to maintain the certain sequences of the activities.  

Threats related to awareness-raising
12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
Some elements of the intangible heritage contain its own secret rituals, customs and other such practices that are not to be spread among public. In that case, such secret and sensitive practices should be excluded when applying awareness-raising measures, in order to safeguard and maintain the heritage element furthermore. Such secret and sensitive customs and practices are usually the core essence of the element existence, which is why it is significant to respect them absolutely and keep intact. 

13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?
Thorough research and studies on the history, originality, uniqueness and other aspects of the intangible cultural heritage is crucial prior to the awareness raising measures on the intangible cultural heritage. With the help of the researches and studies, we can define the originality and the right way to conform it while raising awareness. So that we can prevent from distortion on the originality and other possible negative effects on the intangible cultural heritage for income-generating activities and other activities. 
14. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?
There can be negative effects, such as boasting or vaunting own cultural heritage dominant than others, discriminating other cultural heritages in different ways and levels and etc. In order to prevent such effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage, there should public mentality and consciousness on respecting other cultures, maintaining equity and peaceful coexisting in harmony be set up widely and deeply. 
15. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?
When promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities and minorities, respecting customary accesses of the heritage is essential. Moreover, keeping the equity and avoiding any discrimination should be conformed.  

Additional comments
None 

ANNEX 2: 
Summary of suggestions made by the Committee on Agenda item 7 (Istanbul, Turkey, 2-5 November 2008) and extracts from the Convention (Articles 13,14 and 15)
The Committee stressed that the working document on Agenda item 7 prepared by the Secretariat was too limited and therefore requested the Secretariat to enlarge the scope of the draft directives by addressing, in particular, the measures that should be taken not only at the international level but also at the national level, including those proposed in Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the Convention. 
Several Members of the Committee indicated that States Parties may take into account the experience of other conventions and programmes when developing awareness raising measures. They mentioned in particular the 1972 Convention because of the visibility given to the World Heritage List and the Convention on Biological Diversity because of effectively involving local communities in its implementation. Reference was also made to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the UN Commission on Sustainable Development and the extensive networks of the Durban Process. Some Members also proposed cooperation with development agencies and in particular with UN sustainable development programmes. The suggestion was also made to involving ICOMOS in case in which there is a link between tangible and intangible heritage. 

The Committee considered the term “visibility” too restrictive to reflect the different activities that encompass awareness-raising and outreach and thus preferred to use the term “awareness raising”. It further underlined that the purpose of the draft operational directives on raising awareness should be promoting and ensuring visibility of the 2003 Convention at the local, regional, and international level, with particular attention to the promotion of intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity worldwide. The use of national and international media, the creation of partnerships and the promotion of local festivals, traditional art gatherings and craft exhibitions were proposed as effective examples of means to this end. The Committee also suggested referring to grassroots communities, especially to the practitioners of intangible heritage, in order support its transmission. In this sense, good practices could be disseminated, in particular, through UNESCO’s website, in particular. 
Several delegations also recalled that States Parties together with the Committee have an obligation to promote the 2003 Convention and that they are the key actors in its implementation. An effective national implementation of the Convention was seen as a means in itself to raise awareness about intangible heritage and to respect it through the listing of intangible heritage items in national inventories or on the Representative List. Information meetings and symposiums both with an academic and journalistic approach where also proposed as means to enhance the visibility of the Convention, as well as its translation in local languages.
The Committee also highlighted that UNESCO should pay special attention to the public in general, especially to youth, and national and international experts. The Committee Members underscored the importance of formal and non-formal education to ensure the viability and enhance the visibility of living heritage. Educational material should be developed with the support of States Parties, and should include targeted training on safeguarding intangible heritage. Education on intangible heritage should also be included in school curricula. It was also stressed that the role to be played by national education systems in developing awareness raising policies could contribute to avoid “museification” and “folklorisation” of intangible heritage. 
The Committee further considered that the identification and analysis of potential threats to the intangible heritage resulting from increased visibility could be carried out. This might be necessary in cases that tourism or commercial activities may negatively affect the viability of the intangible heritage. 
Extract: Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the 2003 Convention
Article 13 – Other measures for safeguarding
To ensure the safeguarding, development and promotion of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory, each State Party shall endeavour to: 

(a) adopt a general policy aimed at promoting the function of the intangible cultural heritage in society, and at integrating the safeguarding of such heritage into planning programmes; 

(b) designate or establish one or more competent bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory; 

(c) foster scientific, technical and artistic studies, as well as research methodologies, with a view to effective safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular the intangible cultural heritage in danger; 

(d) adopt appropriate legal, technical, administrative and financial measures aimed at: 

(i) fostering the creation or strengthening of institutions for training in the management of the intangible cultural heritage and the transmission of such heritage through forums and spaces intended for the performance or expression thereof; 

(ii) ensuring access to the intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage; 

(iii) establishing documentation institutions for the intangible cultural heritage and facilitating access to them. 

Article 14 – Education, awareness-raising and capacity-building

Each State Party shall endeavour, by all appropriate means, to: 

(a) ensure recognition of, respect for, and enhancement of the intangible cultural heritage in society, in particular through: 

(i) educational, awareness-raising and information programmes, aimed at the general public, in particular young people;

(ii) specific educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

(iii) capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular management and scientific research; and 

(iv) non-formal means of transmitting knowledge; 

(b) keep the public informed of the dangers threatening such heritage, and of the activities carried out in pursuance of this Convention; 

(c) promote education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage. 

Article 15 – Participation of communities, groups and individuals

Within the framework of its safeguarding activities of the intangible cultural heritage, each State Party shall endeavour to ensure the widest possible participation of communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that create, maintain and transmit such heritage, and to involve them actively in its management. 
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