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General
1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention).
[You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains (such as music, oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, festive events, etc.). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you may encounter when doing so, and propose possible solutions]

Answer

Korea, being a country with thousand years of history, has great varieties of intangible heritages by the definition under Article 2 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The level of awareness of such intangible cultural heritages in general is reasonably high owing in large extent to the enhanced visibility  and access on account of the combined effect of school curriculum, entertainment industry, domestic tourism and national and local government’s promoting measures. The national law, the Protection of Cultural Properties Act, was legislated as early as in 1962. The law covers intangible cultural properties as well as tangible ones and the monuments. The law defined intangible cultural properties as “Intangible cultural products such as drama, music, and dance or craft techniques, carrying the great historic, artistic or academic values.” There are now 114 cultural heritages designated under this law as the Important Intangible Cultural Properties. They are 17 heritages in the field of music, 7 in dance, 14 in drama, 24 in the play, game and ritual, 1 in the field of martial arts, 49 in the handy craft techniques and finally 2 in the cuisine. As for the transmission, we do not see particular problem in Korea largely because of the fairly effectual government’s policy. There are two aspects in the safe guarding of the ICH’s. One aspect is disseminating them among people for them better to appreciate their cultural heritages and enjoy them. The other is to have ICH transmitted through generations so that they are preserved throughout generation to generation. Therefore, transmission is as important in raising the awareness, visibility and/or access. In case of those ICH’s that are commercially viable, the transmissions, both vertical and horizontal, are affected reasonably well by the practitioners and bearers. Under the above mentioned law, the Korean government provides financial support to each of the 180 practitioners and bearers designated for that purpose in the order of 1,300,000 Won (US $1000) per month. UNESCO’s active concern and role in safeguarding effort is expected to make the desired impact to the national and local government for them to increase their support for the transmission measures.
Awareness-raising at the national level
2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?

Answer

The most important thing is for the practitioners and bearers to realize and be proud of the cultural values of their ICH’s. Academic research and evaluation as well as media exposure will help greatly. 

3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?

Answer

Formal school curriculum on national cultural heritage is very important without any doubt. Adult education on the subject at community centers would help raise the awareness among people. In this regard, television program is very important too. The relevant photo albums and DVD products might be of big help as well.

4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage?

Answer

These institutions play critically effective role in the raising the awareness is needless to emphasize. These institutions shall be encouraged as possible to do more their competent roles. 

5.  How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (Television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.)

Answer

By and through presenting and creating more programs on ICH. Spreading and enhancing programs targeted especially children or young segment of population should be boosted up.
6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance?

Answer

Yes. However, such commercial activities should be given a special attention not to undermine in any manner the cultural values and dignity of the ICH’s concerned. In short, such on activity ought to be of conducible nature, not harmful, to the safe guarding of ICH.

7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income generating activities?

Answer

Yes. The enhanced visibility and awareness would stir up interest of the general public in the ICH’s which should be resulting in increase participation in and present at the ICH involved events. The more number of visitors, then the more income will be generated and finally the more benefits for the practitioners and the bearers which will cause the better contributing impact on the safe guarding exercise of the ICH’s.
Awareness-raising at the international level

8.  What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage?

[Such as the collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a website, the production of information materials, the constitution of a repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, the development of partnerships, the participation in international congresses, the provision of information to other UN agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, etc.]
Answer

If the actions and tools enumerate in the brackets above are carried through, the work of individual countries to enhance awareness will certainly be greatly helped. In addition to these, UNESCO may well consider to give assistance to NGO’s organizing international gatherings or demonstrating events of ICH’s. UNESCO may also institute a training program for leaders in different domains of ICH with a focus on safeguarding. 

9. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity.” What kind of specific measure should take to achieve these objectives?

Answer

We do not have anything to add to what is being set out in the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention Chapter 1.2.
10. How can the programmers, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?

Answer

Perhaps international federative NGO’s for a specific intangible cultural heritage may be allow to summit request direct to UNESCO under Article 18 as well.

11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
Answer

Thorough website of the Convention as well as periodic production of informative materials and mailing thereof to the State’s and NGO’s and other entities concerned. 
Threats related to awareness-raising

12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?

Answer

The convention declares among other thigns that the intangible cultural heritage is “A factor in bringing human beings closer together and ensuring exchange and understanding among them.” And also that one of the purposes of the Convention is to ensure mutual appreciation of them by raising awareness at the local, national and international levels of the importance of them. The above should presuppose that ICH’s are in public domain in their all aspects and elements. Transparency is the key word here. 

13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?

Answer

As with any other cases, an “Inappropriate” use of or access to ICH’s ought to be restrained and prevented. It is not conceivable that for the purpose there cannot be measures applicable universally. Local specific tools and the measures ought to be worked out by the competent national or local authorities such as regulate on and laws. In addition, education of the general public on the necessity of the protection and respect ICH’s should do much for the purpose. The benefits, monetary and otherwise, that expected from the ICH’s would be explained for good purpose.   
14. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?

Answer

We fail to do perceive possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of any genuine ICH provided the enhancement effected through a good, wellguarded management and control. 

15. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?

Answer

The Convention declares under the Article 2 to the effect that intangible cultural heritages under the terms of the Convention should be compatible with existing international human rights instrument and should respect other communities and the groups and the individuals. In promoting visibility of an ICH, the foremost concern should be given not to degrade such others in any fashion, directly or indirectly. Sensibilities and the sentiment both in and out of the community should be respected.   
Additional comments
We would recommend that NGO’s, of them, international ones especially, be given somehow more recognition and authority in the process of the ICH safe guarding. State governments may be advised more to have NGO’s involved in the process since NGO’s concerned with particular ICH as well as the communities host the ICH is in better position to care effectively the ICH. State government may well concentrate more on funding and overall administrative control.
