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General

1. The awareness of the Cypriots of the importance of their Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) is a subconscious feeling, which triggers to a large extent, people to cherish and practise their tradition. Thus, there is a big number of cultural associations, the majority of which dealing with aspects of ICH, such as traditional dance and music which predominate among the other preferences.    Young people seem to be very much interested in ICH and again this is demonstrated in their ardent and great in number participation in these associations.  The indigenous minorities in Cyprus (e.g. the Armenians) attach great important to the conservation of their cultural heritage.  The members of the economic immigrants also try to stay in touch with their ICH and annual cultural festivals give them the chance to make the Cypriots get acquainted with their culture.  Further, serious academic work on ICH is carried out in the various academic and research institutions such as the Centre of Scientific Research and the Department of Archaeology (University of Cyprus). 

As mentioned above all aspects of ICH are currently practised but some of them enjoy greater popularity with all generations including young people.   Traditional dance and music seem to attract more aficionados than other aspects (e.g. traditional craftsmanship).   Because of the fact that some aspects of ICH are neglected, the need for enhancing awareness about the importance of the transmission of ICH becomes essential.   At the same time, globalization presents the younger generations with new ways of life that seem more attractive than the traditional ones.  Of course, one should not force the younger generations to get involved into the lesser practiced aspects of ICH but rather these people can be motivated through creative and imaginative ways to realize the importance of their ICH.  
Thus, it is extremely important to familiarize the younger generations with ICH and leave it up to them to discover its beauty and attraction.  Very often this familiarization is left to the parents’ initiative but maybe a more collective effort should be made on a national level through the media and the educational system.  Overall, it is necessary to enhance awareness about the importance of transmission of ICH because of the threatening influence of globalization. 

Awareness Raising at the National Level

2.   Practitioners and bearers of the ICH play a paramount role in raising awareness about the importance of ICH.   Their involvement in the effort to raise awareness is essential and can take many forms.  For example, they can be invited to perform in schools, clubs and other associations, they can appear on radio and television and talk about their craft, or they can be visited at the places where they practise their craft.  The title of “living treasure” should be established in order to honor outstanding practitioners.

3.  Formal and informal education also plays an important role in raising awareness about the importance of ICH.  Books could be published with a full description and history of the various aspects of ICH, as well as others that could assist those who are interested in learning specific aspects of ICH such as handicrafts, dances, playing musical instruments, etc.   A cross-curriculum theme on ICH should be introduced in all schools.  Informal education is also important and may be easier more effective in the long run.  By having practitioners appear on TV and radio certain messages can be passed on the general public without the public feeling that they are being formally taught.

4.   Community centers, museums, archives and other similar entities such as schools and Youth Centers can also assist with raising awareness about the importance of ICH. All these institutions can organize events focusing on ICH such as exhibitions, lectures, performances, debates, etc. Such institutions are academically and institutionally prestigious and more often than not constitute the most appropriate means (having the proper premises and being equipped with suitable facilities) of attracting people.

5.   The role of the media in raising awareness about the importance of ICH is very crucial.  As mentioned in the previous paragraphs these can be made use of by staging information campaigns, by inviting practitioners and bearers of ICH to appear on radio or TV,  having a central internet portal on the internet with all possible information on ICH in Cyprus, etc.   Specialized publications on various aspects of ICH can also be helpful in the efforts of dissemination of ICH.


6.  Commercial activities can under certain conditions contribute to the raising awareness about the importance of ICH.   Commercial gain should be considered as a desired by-product of the effort to safeguard ICH but never as a main goal.  Of course, big companies are welcome to finance various activities and programmes aiming at safeguarding aspects of ICH. 



7.  Enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage can often lead to income-generating activities.   When products become better known as a result of the awareness raising activities, the public may start appreciating and valuing their artistic merit and consequently start buying more of these products or, in the case of performing arts, turning to schools and associations to learn these dances, music and crafts making. 

Awareness-raising at the International Level

8.  In order to assist the State Parties in enhancing awareness the following actions could be undertaken and the following tools could be developed by the UNESCO Secretariat:  

a) the primary role of the Secretariat should be the collection and dissemination of information and the maintenance and constant enrichment of the website.    Gradually, the secretariat should build a library of audiovisual materials of elements of ICH from all over the world

b) an international day for ICH should be established.  Finally, international congresses and international festivals on ICH should be organized regularly

c) there must be close cooperation with all the UN fora in order to promote the aims of the convention.

9.  These objectives of the establishment of the Representative List could be achieved in the following ways: 
a) support joint submissions for the RL 
b) encourage state parties to celebrate and publicize the acceptance of an item to the list

c) encourage countries to issue stamps on ICH
d) launch campaigns to promote the ICH 
e) organize international festivals in order for people to get familiar with their own ICH and the ICH of other neighboring nations 
f) honor practitioners with the title of “living treasures”.

10. The relevant programs, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention can contribute enormously to the raising of awareness about ICH.   These constitute the vehicles through which the public will be informed about ICH.   

11.  The committee can disseminate best practices by publishing a collection of descriptions (along with audiovisual materials) of such practices accompanied by ways in which these practices can be adapted to fit a particular setting. Field trips offering hands-on experience can be organized as well.
Threats Related to Awareness Raising

12.  Some aspects of ICH already enjoy popularity and reputation, therefore efforts of awareness raising should be geared towards elements that are less known.  Also, elements that may create rivalry and dispute among various groups of the population (minorities or other groups) should not be focused on unless a dialogue among the various groups has taken place.  Also, aspects of the element that, again, may create unnecessary dispute, such as which ethnic group it has originated from should be avoided.  The important thing is that this element as an entity is part of group’s cultural heritage.  In short, it is essential that the whole effort regarding ICH remain a “uniting force” and by no means a “dividing” one.   In general, aspects that promote ethnocentrism and are against the idea that identity is not monolithic but of hybrid and fluid nature should be viewed with skepticism.

13.  The access to and use of ICH must be regulated, legally if necessary.  However, the down-playing of the financial gains from ICH would certainly prevent individuals from making inappropriate use of ICH.  Also, it had to be made clear that ICH should by no means be used for political purposes. 

14.  Negative effects can take the form of unnaturally altering and modifying ICH in order to fit someone’s purposes (such as financial gain).  Therefore, the quality and originality of ICH should be guarded by issuing various standards and regulations.  Another negative effect could be that enhanced visibility may trigger a debate about cultural identity.  This could be avoided by help people understand the “discursive and interactive construction of identity” and that ICH changes every moment by the mere fact that it is practised incessantly by individuals, with each individual contributing constructively.

15.  One ethical question concerns the financial (or otherwise) exploitation of ICH and its practitioners. Moreover, the life of practitioners should not be “disturbed” as a result of the awareness-raising measures.  For example, practitioners should not be forced to appear on TV and radio programmes if they do not wish so.   Another vein of ethical questions concerns the promotion of “superiority” and “isolation” among certain communities.  The idea of cultural diversity and the fruitful interaction among cultures should be promoted.

Additional Comments

ICH that is practised by the members of one community should be considered a part of the ICH of every individual on earth and one that is enriching the ICH of all communities. Respecting cultural diversity is ultimately respecting one’s own ICH.  Therefore, the main aim of the convention, that is the safeguarding of ICH, is a global effort, concerns everyone individually and collectively and could, therefore, be best attained through cooperation and exchange of knowledge and expertise.
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