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	A. 
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Belgium

	B. 
Name of the element 

	(i) 
Name of the element in English or French

	This is the official name of the element that will appear in published material about the Representative List. It should be concise. Please do not exceed 200 characters, including spaces and punctuation. The name should be transcribed in Latin Unicode characters (Basic Latin, Latin-1 Supplement, Latin Extended-A or Latin Extended Additional).

	Leuven age set ritual repertoire

	(ii) 
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, if applicable

	This is the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.i). It should be concise. Please do not exceed 200 characters in Unicode (Latin or others), including spaces and punctuation.

	Het Jaartallenleven van Leuven
Een levenscyclus ritueel van stadsverbonden vriendschap, solidariteit en engagement, over generaties heen

	(iii) 
Other name(s) of the element, if any

	In addition to the official name(s) of the element (B.i) please mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known, in Unicode characters (Latin or others).

	De Mannen van het Jaar (the Men of the Year)

De Jaartallen  (the Age Sets, the Age Set Society)

	C. 
Characteristics of the element

	(i)
Identification of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	According to the 2003 Convention, intangible heritage can only be identified with reference to communities, groups or individuals that recognize it as part of their cultural heritage. Thus it is important to identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element. The information provided should allow the Committee to identify the communities, groups or individuals concerned with an element, and should be mutually coherent with the information in sections 1 to 5 below.

	· The population of Leuven represented by the municipal government: 94.500 inhabitants (excluding some extra 40.000 students who reside in the city during the academic year). 
Contact: The City Council of Leuven, Stadskantoor, Prof. Van Overstraetenplein 1, B 3000 Leuven, Belgium 

· The ‘Alliance of Age Sets’, constituted in 1961, groups the various Age Sets.
Contact: Jean-Marie Velghe, Stijn Streuvelslaan 32, B - 3010 Kessel-Lo, Belgium, Europe, ++ 32 16 25 42 02, jean-marie.velghe@telenet.be

· The ‘Age Sets’ 

· The active Age Sets at present (180 members)
Contacts per Age Set:

· 1959: Luc Vleminckx, Kleinstraat 16 A, 3051 Sint Joris Weert, Belgium, ++32 16 47 30 28, ++32 477 36 34 28

· 1960 Jan Swinnen, E.Van Evenstraat 21, 3000 Leuven, Belgium, ++32 16 23 45 31

· 1961: Christian De Baets, Fazantenlaan 41, 3010 Kessel-Lo, Belgium, ++32 16 35 55 65

· 1962: Herman Roskams, Cristianlaan 48, 3010 Kessel-Lo, Belgium, ++32 16 25 75 86

· 1963: Gert Van Aken, Penitentienenstraat 63, 3000 Leuven, Belgium, ++32 16 22 27 81

· 1964: Hugo Van Meulebrouck, J.P.Minckelersstraat 53/0302, 3000 Leuven, Belgium, ++32 16 23 85 41, ++32 478 82 3111

· 1965: Patrick Segers, Parkstraat 206/8, 3000 Leuven, Belgium, ++32 473 34 62 44
· 1966: Marc Beckers, Verloren Kost 1, 3000 Leuven, Belgium, ++32 16 69 44 35 – 
· ++32 495 55 97 80

· 1967: Peter Willeghems, D. Mellaertsstraat 11, 3010 Kessel-Lo, Belgium, ++32 474 25 47 67

· 1968: Fréderic Verkaeren, Streekstraat 12, 3012 Wilsele, Belgium ++32 16 44 82 91

· 1969: Danny Van Den Berghe, Molenstraat 7, 3010 Kessel-Lo, Belgium, ++32 16 35 67 41, ++32 496 04 23 64 

· Municipal departments (Culture, Communication, Tourism, Technical department) arrange support and communication during the events (Age Sets parade, planting ceremony of the ‘Meyboom’), provide the location of the historic City Council Cellars and help in distributing brochures, invitations etc, … Contacts:
Dienst communicatie, Stadskantoor, Prof. Van Overstraetenplein 1, 3000 Leuven, Belgium, ++32 16 27 22 30, communicatie@leuven.be
Dienst toerisme, Stadskantoor. Prof. Van Overstraetenplein 1, 3000 Leuven, Belgium, ++32 16 27 22 22, toerisme@leuven.be 

· The ‘Joorzangers’ (Age Set chorus)
· -Heritage institutions based in Leuven, in particular the Heritage Cell of Leuven (Erfgoedcel Leuven) that coordinates with all relevant partners the activities to safeguard and document cultural heritage in Leuven. Contact: 

Erfgoedcel Leuven, Stadskantoor, Prof. Van Overstraetenplein 1, 3000 Leuven, Belgium, ++ 32 16 27 22 84, rebecca.gysen@leuven.be  

	(ii) 
Geographic location and range of the element and location of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	This section should identify the range of distribution of the element, indicating if possible the geographic locations in which it is centred. If related elements are practiced in neighbouring areas, please so indicate.

	Leuven (50°52′N, 4°42′E) is a city of 94.500 inhabitants, located some 30 kms East of Brussels, which is the capital of Flanders, of Belgium and of Europe. Leuven is also the capital of the province of Vlaams-Brabant, which encircles Brussels. 

The number of members who take part in the ritual and make out the process of the Age Sets depends on the yearly recruitment procedure. In the early years recruitment depended on some very active members. The number of participants gradually increased during the life span of these circles of friends. Members of the Age Sets mainly come from Leuven (69%: 26% Leuven – 18% Kessel-Lo – 17% Heverlee – 6% Wilsele – 2% Wijgmaal). 16% lives in the surrounding communes and 15% comes from cities and communes farther away. There are even members from The Netherlands and Germany. Today 54 Age Sets exist: the total number of members is 663, of which 180 are members of the active Age Sets and 483 members of the non-active Age Sets.

It is difficult to establish how well-known the phenomenon is. Figures of public attendance are difficult to establish because the Age Sets do not limit themselves to visible events only, but follow a trajectory over many years (the activities and events over the years are not the core of the phenomenon: at its core are the rituals that make out the trajectory the Age Sets follow).  

The Age Sets are not exploited as a mass tourism attraction. They are primarily linked to local citizens and cultivate dialogue with visitors and guests. The Town Council Cellars (under the town hall) serve as focal point for tourists, each first Saturday of the month. Each time over 100 visitors get acquainted with the history and activities of the phenomenon and are being attended to by members of the Year Numbers. Recently the members also built an electronic info point in 5 languages.

Apart from events such as parades, there are also permanent symbols of this rite of passage in the city: the statue of Abraham (symbol of one who turns 50), the Friendship Balloon (symbol of the friendship ties between the Age Sets and the city and its University), the statue of ‘Kamerood Sestig’ and the ‘Tree of friendship’, all located in very central parts of Leuven. Two streets will be named after the phenomenon: the ‘Jaartallenpad’ (path of the Age Sets) and the ‘Marrainenplein’ (Godmother Square).

The Age Set Alliance looks for similar rituals around the world to establish friendship ties with them and to exchange information and research. At this moment contacts are established with Oosterhout (in the Netherlands) and very preliminary with Villefranche-sur-Saône (France), where rituals exist that share some criteria with the Age Sets of Leuven. The ritual of the Age Sets seems to be quite exceptional. The search for similar trajectories and rituals continues and the inscription on the Representative List is important in this respect. 

	(iii) 
Domain(s) represented by the element

	Identify concisely the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. (This information will be used primarily for visibility, if the element is inscribed.)

Not to exceed 100 words.

	Social practices, rituals and festive events

	D. 
Brief summary of the element

	The brief description of the element will be particularly helpful in allowing the Committee to know at a glance what element is being proposed for inscription, and, in the event of inscription, will be used for purposes of visibility. It should be a summary of the description provided in point 1 below but is not an introduction to that longer description. 

Not to exceed 200 words.

	Since about 132 years the concept of this specific extended life cycle ritual is - and remains - that, starting at the age of 40, for all men living in or around Leuven, a ten-year-journey of special socio-cultural and philanthropic activities and ceremonies opens up. It constitutes a transition period culminating in the year they turn 50. An Age Set is formed at the year they become 40 and named after their year of birth. They celebrate and embrace life during their forties, but even after 50 they continue. An Age Set only disappears when its last member passes away. All these Age Sets are characterized by the intergenerational values of openness, friendship, solidarity and commitment to their Age Set, among Age Sets and to the city. Descent, rank or social status is of no importance, neither are political, philosophical or religious convictions. Every man is welcome to join such group, and women increasingly play a role as godmothers and supporters. The ritual constitutes the crossroads of individual life cycles and age groups. It stimulates identity and a sense of continuity for both the city and the members. It has become a strong constitutive part of Leuven's urban ritual repertoire.

	1. 
Identification and definition of the element (cf. Criterion R.1)

	This is the key section of the nomination to satisfy criterion R.1: “The element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention”. A clear and complete explanation is essential to demonstrate that the nominated element meets the Convention’s definition of intangible heritage. This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social and cultural functions and meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element, 

c. any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine: 
a. that the element is among the “practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —“;

b. “that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage”; 

c. that it is being “transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history”; 

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with “a sense of identity and continuity”; and 

e. that it is not incompatible with “existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development”.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

Not to exceed 1,000 words.

	The Leuven Age Set Ritual Repertoire is a specific rite of passage in man’s life cycle, with the 50th anniversary at its centre. 

Since about 132 years the Age Sets group individuals born in the same year. When they turn 40, a ten-year-and-more process of events and socio-cultural activities starts (such as balls, concerts, parades, theatre performances, philanthropic day for poor children during the yearly fair of Leuven, sports activities, gastronomic events, even practical jokes…). It culminates in the festivities and activities for their 50th birthday. During that ten year period - and afterwards - the ritual process results in a cohort group (the Age Set), named after the year of their birth. In 2009 the 132th Age Set was established.

The Age Set ritual values openness and friendship, solidarity and commitment. It is a rather unique phenomenon stimulating personal and urban identity and continuity. It has become a constitutive part of the urban repertoire. Each Age Set carries this ritual process. A circle of friends – an Age Set - is formed at the age of 39. There are only two conditions to join: to be a man and to be born in the same year. So actually every man born in that particular year can become a member of that Age Set. In order to be recognised in public life as a member of an Age Set, each Age Set chooses its own medal, flag and uniform. Each Set is being fostered by a 'godfather', who belongs to an Age Set that was formed 10 years before.

Wives and female family members have come closer to the ritual in the course of time and participate in a great deal of activities. Some women even play a significant role as ‘godmothers’ of the Age Sets. Wives and partners come to know each other better over the years and form a close circle of friends of their own. 

The official aim of the ritual is to celebrate the birthday of the members that turn 50 that year. The real importance of the Age Sets however lies in the process of jointly preparing this special life cycle moment through expressions of friendship and solidarity. It is not just the 50th birthday itself, but the common path towards it that makes this Leuven ritual so special. This common trajectory is not entirely fixed or defined beforehand, but some rituals and events are. Especially two main events mark the public part of the ritual every year: Abraham Day and the Festival of the Age Sets. Abraham Day marks the celebration of the ones that turn 50 years old that year. The statue of Abraham in the city’s central park is the centre of the festivities. The Festival of the Age Sets is the moment when all age sets step forward in the public realm and want to show and celebrate their common journey through a parade. Also the Age Sets that have passed the mark of 50 join the parade.

From the start the basic values have always been friendship and openness, but gradually solidarity and commitment became equally important. Thus socially and philanthropically oriented activities saw the light and gave this repertoire a new and important characteristic. One such yearly event is the organisation of Children's Day Arthur Dewit (member of the year 1918), when children from disadvantaged families can experience a splendid day at the Leuven fair, thanks to the Age Sets.

Individual life cycles cross in the Age Sets and each Set takes care of this continuous rite of passage in Leuven. Each year one of the Sets reaches the magic 50, which in fact does not have to mean the end of the common journey. The members of the Age Sets are proud of their city, its history, the history of their ritual and its meaning. They participate in almost all official events of the city. The city also harbours many statues related to the ritual, and soon two streets will be named after it. Each new group subscribes to the ritual and gives it its own creative content and accents, and passes it on to the next group. Various generations meet through and in the ritual, throughout the process. They form intergenerational ‘blocks’ based on years ending with the same number. In these blocks the age difference between the members can be 50! 

Vital for the survival of the ritual of the Age Sets is the drive of its members. Without the men spending their time, energy and creativity, this intangible heritage would have disappeared long time ago. The Age Sets show a degree of adaptation to today’s society, in order to safeguard the future of the ritual. What was self-evident in the past, is not necessarily self-evident in the future. In our day and age, the Age Sets still appeal to many citizens of Leuven, which proves that the ritual has been able to adapt itself. New generations are lining up. For sure it is not easy for people to commit themselves in the long run to show friendship, dialogue and solidarity, to open themselves to others in their environment irrespective of who those persons are. The future of this ritual remains in the first instance with the members themselves. The Age Sets are now in the process of making their initiative more widely known, together with the city of Leuven, not only on the local level, but also regionally, nationally and internationally. They will continue to actively search for international exchange and co-operation, to protect their ritual and innovate it without losing their specific identity. A local working group with all concerned will meet for the first time in September 2009. Meanwhile the Leuven Age Set Ritual Repertoire has been included in the official inventory of intangible cultural heritage of Flanders/Belgium.

	2. 
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue 
(cf. Criterion R.2)

	The nomination should demonstrate (Criterion R.2) that “Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity”. 

Please explain how the element’s inscription on the Representative List will contribute to ensuring visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and will raise awareness at the local, national and international levels of its importance. This section need not address how inscription will bring greater visibility to the element, but how its inscription will contribute to the visibility of intangible cultural heritage more broadly. Explain how inscription will promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity, and will promote mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals.

Not to exceed 1,000 words.

	The Leuven Age Set Ritual Repertoire constitutes an interesting case of intangible heritage worthy of more and global attention, because it is an urban ritual where core human values are being transmitted and cultivated in group over a long period of time and between generations. This combination is quite unique. Friendship and solidarity are at the core of this ritual.

Being accepted by UNESCO will create greater consciousness about the meaning of rites of passage in urban surroundings. Life cycle rituals through age sets that celebrate friendship and stimulate solidarity construct urban and individual identities, and provide a sense of continuity. Some say that this particular ritual also constitutes an antidote to the rampant individual midlife crises so well known in postmodern societies. A research topic? 

Being accepted will not only create more visibility in various arenas – from local to global - but also offer possibilities to search further for similar rituals, thus permitting to engage in intercultural dialogue. We would like to explore if urban rites of passage, with these or similar characteristics or values at their core, exist in other parts of the world and how they are passed on through generations. So far only limited contacts exist with two associations in cities in neighbouring countries; the rites over there differ in many respects and are certainly not as encompassing. Accessing to the List may or will also incite other cities in the world to contact the Leuven Age Sets, inspired by this phenomenon that anchors human values in urban communities. 

Men who do not know each other step into a cohort group - a kind of funicular system - and progress together. Such formally organised age sets (as opposed to the step-over systems of the more well known age classes) seem to appear less in our postmodern urban societies. The Age Sets in Leuven seem to be a notable exception. They form a coherent whole and share the same social status within society – irrespective of the background of their members. In other words: they are inclusive. Rites of passage exist all over the world, and many have been well documented by anthropologists mainly in rural societies. A collaboration with the well-known Africa museum in Tervuren (10 kms from Leuven) may well be promising in this respect. Other academic circles - such as urban anthropology and sociology - may surely become interested. The city of Leuven is well placed to engage in collaboration with its well-known - and one of Europe’s oldest - university. This may in turn result in more interest from other research and academic circles around the world. It will also spark an interesting debate within the heritage sector about the meaning of intangible heritage and the need to give it more visibility. 

More significantly, being accepted will help the members of the Age Sets - and the heritage sector at large - realise that they are part of an exceptional form of intangible heritage and will make them more conscious about the fact that they have to take care of the ritual. Over the last years there has been a lack of communication about the element and its real meaning and values. Perception has grown that it is merely something from the past. Accessing to the List will definitely open a window of opportunities to transform that sometimes negative perception some have into proudness of the city and its/this intangible heritage. The need for safeguarding measures and promotional actions for this relatively unknown element will become clearer. The heritage sector will be more conscious of it and will (help to) cherish this particular form of intangible heritage. Safeguarding measures will have more chance to be widely supported. It is gratifying to see that Flanders has witnessed over the last years a movement of greater attention for the safeguarding and support of intangible heritage. This is a very good basis to build on in the future. The Age Sets are also a good example to use in the elaboration of heritage education projects around their intrinsic values, thus creating attention for the content of the element, beyond the mere attention for its valuable history.

	3. 
Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)

	Items 3.a. to 3.c. request the elaboration of a coherent set of safeguarding measures as called for in Criterion R.3: “Safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element”. Such measures should reflect the broadest possible participation of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, both in their formulation and in their implementation.

	a. 
Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element

	Please describe the current and recent efforts of the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals to ensure the viability of the element. Describe efforts of the concerned State(s) Party(ies) to safeguard the element, taking note of external or internal constraints, such as limited resources.

Not to exceed 500 words.

	The tradition bearers have developed a structure to facilitate the memory work and transmission from generation to generation (from Age set to Age set): the Leuven Age Set Alliance. This association acts as a guardian of the Leuven Age Set Ritual Repertoire, tries to follow-up and document the activities of the participants and is also responsible for the activation of a new Age Set every year. The goals include awareness-raising and the creation of a positive, dynamic image. The members of this organisation are former and present participants. 

Recent efforts include creating and maintaining two websites (www.leuven.be/verbondderjaartallen and www.raadskelders.net). A few years ago an information and promotion leaflet was produced, which is also being sent each year to all men that turn 39 in Louvain and is available in several public locations in the city (In & Uit- Office and in the Council Cellars). In 2010 an updated version of the leaflet was published, with stronger emphasis on intangible heritage, including the inscription on the list of intangible heritage in Flanders and on permanent traces in the city. An English and French version are available online, but will be updated in 2011.  

The fact that the central venue,  the Council Cellars under the City Hall, a cultural space devoted to the Age Sets, are open each first Saturday of the month creates extra promotion and visibility. Members from the Age Sets serve as guides for their fellow citizens and for visitors in order to explain the ritual and to show the collections and the history of the ritual. An electronic info point is installed in that space to provide information in 5 languages about the phenomenon. This venue will play an important role in the safeguarding of the phenomenon. 

During the last years - and under the guidance of the Heritage Cell of Leuven - more attention is being devoted to the heritage dimension of the Age Sets. Important was the inclusion of the Alliance of Age Sets as a full member of the Heritage Council of Leuven, an advisory body that groups representatives of the professional and non-professional heritage sector. While being an advisory body, it also tries to be a contact forum and platform where various heritage themes can be proposed and discussed. At their meetings of 19/03/2009 and 10/06/2009, the Council – and thus the local heritage field, agreed to support this candidature. The evolution of this ICH file will be regularly on the agenda of that advisory body. 

The Heritage Cell of Leuven is working on an integrated and encompassing heritage policy for the city of Leuven, supported by the Flemish Community. In the past some projects were set up to bring this special ritual under the attention of a larger public: exhibitions, guided tours by children, promotion during the annual Heritage Day. The collections of the city museum harbour a lot of material related to the Age Sets. Recently the Heritage Cell stimulated the Age Sets to register and to make an inventory of their heritage collections.

	b. 
Safeguarding measures proposed

	For the Representative List, the safeguarding measures are those that may help to solidify the element’s current viability and to ensure that its viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention. 

Identify and describe the various safeguarding measures that are elaborated that may, if implemented, protect and promote the element, and provide brief information concerning, for example, their priority, scope, approaches, timetables, responsible persons or bodies, and costs.

Not to exceed 1,000 words.

	Since the inclusion on the list of intangible cultural heritage in Flanders, the Alliance of Age Sets and the Heritage Cell co-operate in various actions to safeguard the element of the Leuven Age Set repertoire. Together with the city of Leuven and the Leuven Heritage Council, these partners have decided to set up programs, actions and projects, connecting to evolutions and debates on the local, regional,  national and international level. Several partners and networks need to be involved, e.g. the Leuven Heritage Council. 

In 2009 a special working group is established to elaborate a methodology for handling the impact of the inclusion in the intangible heritage list of Flanders and UNESCO and to exchange ideas. This group is composed of representatives of the Age Sets, the Alliance of Age Sets, the department of Culture of the city, the Heritage Cell, the departments of Tourism and Communication, the Catholic University of Leuven and Associated Institutes, and some national experts on intangible cultural heritage, including FARO. This network advises the Alliance and the Heritage Cell. 

One of the first priorities is to manage the effects of the inscription on the Representative list of intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO: not harming but strengthening the phenomenon and the stakeholders. 

Some priority actions:

1. 2011: professional promotion campaign (ready in November) with press plan, explanatory texts, documentation and an interesting visitors program for local, national and international visitors (expected cost: 10.000 euro, shared by the city, heritage covenant and the Alliance). The good and bad practices about the effects of inclusion on such lists will be discussed in a workshop, organised in collaboration with FARO.

2. Permanent actions with a long term vision to safeguard the collections associated with the Age Sets (in the context of the Flemish Heritage Decree of 2008, the safeguarding policy of the Province of Vlaams-Brabant and the cultural and heritage policy of the city of Leuven).

· 2010-2012: registration and inventory of the collections in Erfgoedplus.be (a database to register and describe heritage objects and share knowledge via an already launched website) (cost: support by an employee of the heritage cell and +/- 1000 euro each year)

· 2011-2012: list the various archives (documents) of the Age Sets in co-operation with the archive database of Flanders and set up rules for preservation and management of the collections (in co-operation with the responsible of the municipal archives); 

· 2010-2014-: open up the City Council Cellars more and arrange the layout of what is being shown with links between tourism and heritage (professional and contemporary presentation): restauration of the cellars (cost supported by the city) and lay out of the cellars as an integrated part in the plans about the rehabilitation of the Leuven City Hall as a dynamic visitors centre for heritage and tourism (an ambitious long term project supported by the heritage covenant, the city, tourism of Flanders and other partners;  total cost at this moment undefined) 

3. Educational activities to promote the transmission of the ritual (through formal and non-formal education) and to link it with youngsters and students (responsible: Heritage Cell in co-operation with primary and secondary schools, higher education bodies,..) 

· 2010: research and preparation of an educational dossier focussing on intangible heritage and the meaning of the Age Sets: developed by a student of the teachers training division of the KHL (Catholic Higher Education/ Bachelor studies, Leuven)

· 2011-2012: elaborate educational files and initiatives in order to raise awareness of the phenomenon; co-operation with professional educational organisations (cost: 5000 euro, heritage covenant)

· 2011: research the possibilities for a co-operation with the training organisation for new city guides in Leuven

4. Theoretical reflection and scientific research through collaboration with the Catholic University in the City and its associated bodies and schools, and with other academic bodies (e.g.. the Flemish Interuniversity Council and its international network) and national and international experts. 

· 2010-: Alliance and Heritage Cell contacted the departments of the Leuven University, for whom (an aspect of) the Leuven Age Set Ritual Repertoire can be interesting. Each year the contacts need to be renewed and structured in a way that action research and master theses from students can have the phenomenon as subject. A series of publications can be envisaged.

· 2013-2014: an international colloquium on sociability, cultural heritage and rites of passage in collaboration with FARO and the network of Flemish Centres of Expertise that will be operational from 2012 onwards (2011-2012: search for partners, e.g. the Amsterdam Meertens Institute and other interested institutes, start preparation colloquium; 2012-2013: defining program; working on cases, documentation, networks,…; 2013-2014: communication and promotion).Expected cost: 15.000 euro, shared by the partners. 

5) Of course the Alliance and the Age Sets themselves on a yearly base continue to organize projects to elaborate their network and enhance exchange and dialogue:
· maintain contacts with Oosterhout (NL), start official contacts with Villefranche-sur-Saône (F), and will search for other ‘similar’ initiatives in and outside Europe.

· search for new co-operations in and outside Leuven

· permanent search to involve old and new inhabitants, together with the city of Leuven, and participation in the diversity trajectory of the heritage council and contacts through the various organisations dealing with integration of citizens issued from migratory waves. Co-operation with a local Newspaper (De Streekkrant) and with the city for sending letters, invitations and new information to the inhabitants who turn 39)

· - Various projects to create wider support and enhance respect. Focus on the meaning and impact of the phenomenon and to its adaptation to contemporary live. Examples: Picturing Extraordinary Personalities linked to the history of the ritual, yearly participation to Heritage Day (2000 euro heritage covenant), 2010: co-operation to the exhibition and lectures of the international project on intangible cultural heritage ‘Living Human Treasures’ (5000 euro heritage covenant, coordination Heritage Cell); the project travels in 2011 and results in a book published in English in which the Age Set ritual is discussed; 2011: festivities around the 50-year-existence of the Alliance and actions to reward the connected title of ‘royal’ organisation (cost:7000 euro).

	c. 
Commitment of communities, groups or individuals concerned

	The feasibility of safeguarding depends in large part on the aspirations and commitment of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned. This section should provide evidence that the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned have the will and commitment to safeguard the element if conditions are favourable. The best evidence will often be an explanation of their involvement in past and ongoing safeguarding measures and of their participation in the formulation and implementation of future safeguarding measures, rather than simple pledges or affirmations of their support or commitment.

Not to exceed 250 words.

	The most important driving force behind the ritual are the members of the Age Sets. In addition, the Alliance of Age Sets serves as a co-ordinating body. Various mechanisms have been established and are being re-thought to keep these efforts going and to guarantee their continuity. 

The Flemish Community has made a cultural heritage covenant for the period 2009-2014 with the city of Leuven. The local Heritage Cell co-operates with various heritage institutions and associations in order to develop a heritage policy, focussing on cultural heritage: objects, collections, documents, stories, histories… and to involve as many stakeholders as possible. The Cell intends to make the diverse heritage of Leuven better known and supports the various heritage players in doing so: tangible and intangible cultural heritage are equally important. The Heritage Cell pinpoints attention to heritage projects and phenomena that are special for the region. This covenant carries a yearly grant of 229.000 euro. Within this long term policy, safeguarding measures for the Age Sets will find their place. 

Also other heritage organisations – gathered in the Heritage Council – commit themselves to focus attention on safeguarding measures. The sustainability of the element also has to do with practical organisation and communication. Various city departments (technical dept, communication dept, tourism dept) support the Age Sets by subsidies and logistic help during events, through promotion and communication. 

The continued support of the City Council is of extreme value and importance. Also the local horeca association (hotels, restaurants, bars) strongly supports the Age Sets.

	d. 
Commitment of State(s) Party(ies)

	The feasibility of safeguarding also depends on the support and cooperation of the concerned State(s) Party(ies). This section should provide evidence that the State Party concerned has the commitment to support the safeguarding effort by creating favourable conditions for its implementation and should describe how the State Party has previously and will in the future demonstrate such commitment. Declarations or pledges of support are less informative than explanations and demonstrations.

Not to exceed 250 words.

	In the wake of the 2003 UNESCO Convention, the Flemish Community started to develop a specific policy concerning intangible heritage. A safeguarding policy, published by the minister of culture in December 2010, is being implemented, in particular concerning the elements of the inventory, among them the Leuven Age Set Ritual Repertoire. The Flemish Community is implementing the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in the way the 2003 convention defines it in article 2. Nominations for the inventory are evaluated and reviewed on a yearly basis by a commission. 4 criteria apply: the current and recurrent efforts to safeguard the element • the safeguarding measures proposed • the participation of communities, groups and individuals • the co-operation with a competent body active in the field of cultural heritage. The Arts and Heritage Agency is responsible for the inventory and has a procedure to monitor the evolution. 

The government policy agreement of the (2009-2014) Flemish Government makes reference to the importance of intangible cultural heritage and to the UNESCO 2003 Convention and was elaborated in the above mentioned policy statement of the Minister of Culture.

	4. 
Community participation and consent in the nomination process (cf. Criterion R.4) 

	This section asks the submitting State Party to establish that the nomination satisfies Criterion R.4: “The element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent”.

	a. 
Participation of communities, groups and individuals in the nomination process

	Describe how and in what ways the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in the nomination process at all stages, as required by Criterion R.4. States Parties are further encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of other concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, neighbouring communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and other interested parties. The participation of communities in the practice and transmission of the element should be addressed in point 1 above, and their participation in safeguarding should be addressed in point 3; here the submitting State should describe the widest possible participation of communities in the nomination process.

	While working on the file for this candidature, the Alliance of Age Sets – the guardian of the ritual - and a lot of members from the different Age Sets, and the Heritage Cell worked closely and intensively together. 

The two cities Eldermen responsible for this element were regularly informed of progress and meetings with them and with the Flemish competent authorities were arranged to discuss the nomination. 

At the March and June 2009 meetings of the Heritage Council - representing all heritage organisations of Leuven - the nomination was discussed. In September 2009 an Age Set working group was constituted. 

The Alliance of Age Sets and its president consulted their members of the various Age Sets regularly concerning the progress of the nomination. 

The heritage sector was informed and is involved through its concertation and advisory body (the Heritage Council) that supports the candidature. 

FARO, the Flemish interface for cultural heritage, helped in finalising the file.

In June 2009, a high level follow up meeting regarding the preparation of this candidature was arranged by the cabinet of the Flemish Minister for Culture, his administration and the city officials, with representatives of the Age Sets and the professional heritage sector of Leuven.

	b. 
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

	The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations.

	Please attach supporting evidence demonstrating such consent and indicate below what evidence you are providing and what form it takes.

	Letters of support:

-
The City of Leuven (City Council) and its concerned departments

-
The Abraham organisation of Oosterhout (NL) …

-
The Province of Vlaams-Brabant

-
The Active Age Sets

-
Alliance of Age Sets
· The Heritage Council of the city - Mr. Rob Belemans (representing some 30 heritage organisations and bodies - see attachment)

-
K.U.Leuven (Catholic University of Leuven) - cultural and sociological department

-
KHLeuven, Higher Education school

Leuvenement vzw
The Mayor of Herent (adjoining commune)
The Royal Sea Cadet Corps

-
InBev/Ambev (the world largest brewer, headquarters located in the City of Leuven)

-
Danny Justens, president of Horeca Leuven (Hotel, Restaurant and Café association)

	c. 
Respect for customary practices governing access

	Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage is sometimes restricted by customary practices governing, for example, its transmission or performance or maintaining the secrecy of certain knowledge. Please indicate if such practices exist and, if they do, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.

	Everybody has access to information about the Age Set Society. The underlying organisations and structures are transparent. Various websites offer information about the Age Sets, its events, participants, customs and history.

	5. 
Inclusion of the element in an inventory (cf. Criterion R.5)

	This section is where the State Party establishes that the nomination satisfies Criterion R.5: “The element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) as defined in Articles 11 and 12”. 

Identify the inventory in which the element has been included and the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory. Demonstrate that the inventory has been drawn up in conformity with Articles 11 and 12, in particular Article 11(b) that stipulates that intangible cultural heritage shall be identified and defined “with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations” and Article 12 requiring that inventories be regularly updated.

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress. 

	The Leuven Age Set Ritual Repertoire is duly included since 2009 in the official inventory of intangible cultural heritage of Flanders/Belgium (published on http://www.kunstenerfgoed.be > erfgoed > immaterieel cultureel erfgoed > inventaris Vlaanderen > register). 

The Arts and Heritage agency of the Flemish Ministry for Culture is responsible for maintaining the inventory (Arenbergstraat 9, B - 1000 Brussels, Belgium). The official inventory is kept by the Arts and  Heritage agency en can be consulted at the offices in Brussels

In conformity with articles 11 and 12 of the Convention, the following procedure has been developed. Communities can submit proposals regarding the item of intangible cultural heritage they want to be included in the inventory. There is an official call via the media and via several websites. These submissions (in Dutch) have to point out the extent of the community and safeguarding actions for which the requesting community has to co-operate with an official heritage institution that is recognised/funded within the scope of Flemish Decree on Cultural Heritage (2008). These submissions are advised by a departmental commission, composed by Flemish and Dutch experts in order to examine the applications and to give advice to the Flemish minister responsible for culture. After the ministerial decision the (new) items that are included on the inventory are communicated by official press communication and by means of websites.

The communities that submitted the elements that are included in the inventory are to report on a yearly basis on the safeguarding activities that have been undertaken. These reports are examined by the aforementioned departmental commission.

Hence the nomination satisfies criterion R.5. 

	Documentation 

	All documentation that is provided should add value to the nomination file by offering information about the element, its role within its community, its viability and any challenges it faces. If the element is inscribed, such documentation will also be used to achieve the Representative List’s purpose of ensuring visibility for intangible heritage. Photographic, sound and audiovisual documents should be submitted according to the technical specifications in the Annex below. Supplementary materials (within the maximums set out below) may be submitted, and will be helpful in allowing visibility activities, but they will not be considered in the process of examining or evaluating the nomination.

	a. 
Required and supplementary documentation

	Primary materials

Supplementary materials

Photos

10 recent photographs (required for evaluation)

Maximum 30

Video

edited video (maximum 10 minutes) (strongly encouraged for evaluation and visibility)

Maximum 60 minutes

Audio

-

Maximum 60 minutes

Maps

-

Maximum 3

Books

-

Maximum 3

Regrettably, materials in excess of the maximum quantities listed in the “Supplementary materials” category cannot be accepted by UNESCO. In sending materials, clearly distinguish the primary materials from any supplementary materials you may wish to include. None of the materials will be returned to the submitting States.

	b. 
Cession of rights including registry of items

	Primary materials must be accompanied by a non-exclusive cession of rights document granting worldwide rights to UNESCO to use the materials (see Form ICH-07). The ICH-07 form must be submitted in English or French, without alteration of any kind to the text and be signed by an authorized signatory. The cession of rights must include a registry of the items submitted, describing for each item: 

1. identifier (file name and/or reference)

2. copyright information, including creator’s name

3. date of creation

4. caption (in English or French) 

Supplementary materials should, whenever possible, also be covered by a non-exclusive cession of rights to UNESCO, including the same identifying information.

	c. 
List of additional resources 

	Submitting States may wish to list the principal published references, using standard bibliographic format, as well as websites or multimedia resources providing supplementary information on the element. 

Not to exceed one page.

	Peeters Marcel, De Folklore der ‘Mannen van het Jaar’ te Leuven, Leuven, 1974

· Verbond der Jaartallen, De Folklore der ‘Mannen van het Jaar’ te Leuven, deel II (1924-1962), Leuven, 2000

· Van Cauwenbergh Danny, ‘Een uniek verbond te Leuven. De mannen van het jaar leven al een eeuw’, p. 283-300, De Brabantse Folklore, 1980 

· Renson Roland, ‘Sport, Youth and Culture’, p. 20-34, Youth Sport. A Social Approach. (William Duquet, Paul De Knop en Livin Bollaert), Brussel, 1993 

· Furhtermpore there are postcards with the syymbols of the Age Sets: the friendship tree, the satue of Abraham, of Kamerood Sesteg en of the Friendship Balloon. The Age Sets also printed a folder in Dutch with summaries in French and English. They also had a post stamp printed symbolising the planting of Meyboom

· www.leuven.be/verbondderjaartallen

· www.raadskelders.net  

	Contact information 

	a. 
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning the nomination. If an e-mail address cannot be provided, the information should include a fax number. For multi-national nominations provide contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination (request for additional information, etc). For multi-national nominations, also provide contact information for one person in each State Party. 

	State level:

Marina Laureys, head of the agency
Flemish Ministry of Culture, Youth, Sports and Media
Arts and Heritage
Arenbergstraat 9
1000  Brussels
Belgium
Europe
T ++ 32 2 553 06 79
F ++ 32 2 553 68 43
Marina.laureys@cjsm.vlaanderen.be
www.kunstenenerfgoed.be

	b. 
Competent body involved 

	This section should provide the name, address and contact information of the competent body (agency, museum, institution, or manager) with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element. 

	The Alliance of Age Sets (Verbond der Jaartallen)
Raadskelders stadshuis 
Grote Markt 9
3000 Leuven
Belgium 
Europe
T ++ 32 16 25 42 02
jean-marie.velghe@telenet.be 

Erfgoedcel Leuven
Stadskantoor
Prof. Van Overstraetenplein 1
3000 Leuven
Belgium
Europe
T ++32 16 27 22 84

	c. 
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

	Provide the name, address and other contact information of community organizations or representatives, or other non-governmental organizations, who are concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.

	The City Council of Leuven
Prof. Van Overstraetenplein, 1
3000 Leuven 
Belgium
Europe

	Signature on behalf of the State Party 

	The nomination should conclude with the original signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

Name:
Marina Laureys
Title:

Head of the agency Flemish Ministry of Culture, Youth, Sports and Media, Arts and 

Heritage
Date:

19 May 2011 (last revision)
Signature: 
<signed>
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