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Item 6 of the Provisional Agenda: Draft Operational Directives concerning the involvement of communities and their representatives, practitioners, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes in the implementation of the Convention
	Summary

By its Decision 2.COM 8 adopted at its second ordinary session, the Committee decided to create a subsidiary body to prepare a document on possible modalities for the participation of communities or their representatives, practitioners, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes in the implementation of the Convention, on the basis of comments provided by States Parties, for its next session.
The present document proposes draft Operational Directives on this subject prepared by the subsidiary body.
Decision required: Paragraph 4


1. At its second ordinary session (Tokyo, Japan, 3 to 7 September 2007), the Committee decided to create a subsidiary body to prepare a document for its next session on possible modalities for the participation of communities or their representatives, practitioners, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes in the implementation of the Convention, based on comments provided by States Parties (Decision 2.COM 8). The States Parties elected to the subsidiary body were  Algeria, Belgium, Japan, Peru, Romania and Senegal. 

2. On 7 November 2007, the body held its first meeting at which Senegal was elected Chairperson, Japan, Rapporteur, and Algeria and Romania, Vice-Chairs.

3. The subsidiary body held its second session in Bucharest (Romania) on 15 December 2007 at the invitation of the Ministry of Culture and Cults of Romania. A third meeting was held in Vitré (France) on 28 and 30 January 2008. This meeting benefited from the contributions of an expert meeting held on 28 and 29 January 2008, at the invitation of the French Ministry of Culture (see Document 2.EXT.COM.INF 4). The draft Operational Directives annexed to the Decision below were prepared by the subsidiary body in conformity with Decision 2.COM 8 
4. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DECISION 2.EXT.COM 6

The Committee,

1. Having examined Document ITH/08/2.EXT.COM/CONF.201/6;

2. Recalling Resolution 1.GA 7A of the General Assembly and its Decision 2.COM 8;

3. Thanks the subsidiary body for the excellent performance of its task;

4. Decides that the subsidiary body, having accomplished its functions, ceases to exist;

5. Submits to the General Assembly for approval the Operational Directives as annexed to the present document.

	ANNEX: Operational Directives concerning the involvement of communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals, as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes, in the implementation of the Convention

	1.
	Recalling Article 12 (b) and in the spirit of Article 15 of the Convention, the Committee encourages States Parties to establish functional and complementary cooperation among communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals who create, maintain and transmit intangible cultural heritage, as well as among experts, centres of expertise and research institutes. 

	2.
	States Parties are encouraged to create a consultative body or a coordination mechanism to allow the involvement of communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals, as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes, in particular in: 

	
	· identification and definition of the different elements of intangible cultural heritage present on their territories,

	
	· preparation of inventories,

	
	· elaboration of programmes, projects and activities,

	
	· preparation of nomination files for inscription on the Lists, in conformity with the relevant paragraphs of Chapter 2 of the present Operational Directives,

	
	· removal of an element of intangible cultural heritage from one List or its transfer to the other, as referred to in paragraphs 20, 21, 35 and 36 of the present Operational Directives.

	3.
	States Parties shall endeavour to raise awareness among communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals of the importance and value of their intangible cultural heritage, if necessary, as well as of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, so that the bearers of this heritage may fully embrace this standard-setting instrument. 

	4.
	In conformity with the provisions of Articles 11 to 15 of the Convention, States Parties shall undertake appropriate measures to ensure capacity building of communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals. 

	5.
	Within the limit of available resources, the Committee shall invite communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals, as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes, to its sessions in order to create forums for encounters between them and the Committee and, if need be, to consult them on specific matters, in conformity with Article 8.4 of the Convention. 

	6.
	States Parties are encouraged to establish and regularly update, in a manner geared to their own situations, directories of experts, centres of expertise, research institutes and regional centres active in the domains covered by the Convention that could undertake the studies mentioned in Article 13 (c) of the Convention. 

	7.
	States Parties are encouraged to develop together at the regional and sub-regional levels networks of experts, centres of expertise and research institutes to develop joint approaches, particularly concerning the elements of intangible cultural heritage they have in common, as well as interdisciplinary perspectives.

	8.
	Among the private and public bodies mentioned in paragraph 13 of the present Operational Directives, the Committee shall involve experts, centres of expertise and research institutes, as well as regional centres active in the domains covered by the Convention, to carry out, inter alia, the functions mentioned in paragraph 79 of the present Operational Directives. 

	9.
	States Parties that possess documentation concerning an element of intangible cultural heritage present on the territory of another State Party are encouraged to share such documentation with that other State, which shall make that information available to the communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals concerned, as well as to experts, centres of expertise and research institutes. 

	10.
	States Parties shall encourage access by communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals to results of research carried out among them, as well as respect for practices governing access to specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage in conformity with Article 13 (d) of the Convention.

	11.
	States Parties are encouraged to participate in the activities of Category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage that are or will be established under the auspices of UNESCO, to be able to cooperate in the most efficient manner possible, in the spirit of Article 19 of the Convention, and with the involvement of communities, groups and, where applicable, individuals as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes. 
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