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Item 12 of the Provisional Agenda: Preliminary draft directives for implementing Article 18 of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Summary

At its first session, the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention requested the Committee to submit to it at its second ordinary session for approval the operational directives referred to in Article 7 (c) and the selection criteria referred to in Article 7 (g) of the Convention (Resolution 1.GA 7A), including those necessary for the implementation of Article 18. In its Decision 1.EXT.COM.11, the Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare preliminary draft directives on the implementation of Article 18 that are provided in this document for the Committee’s consideration.
Decision required: paragraph 4


1. The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage [“the Convention”] calls upon the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage [“the Committee”] to define criteria, to be approved by the General Assembly, on the basis of which the Committee may subsequently, in response to proposals submitted by States Parties… periodically select and promote “national, subregional and regional programmes, projects and activities for the safeguarding of the heritage which it considers best reflect the principles and objectives of this Convention, taking into account the special needs of developing countries” (Article 18.1). The Convention further provides that international assistance may be granted for the preparation of such proposals (Article 18.2) in accordance with the provisions concerning international assistance, i.e. Articles 20-24. The Convention asks the Committee to “accompany the implementation of such projects, programmes and activities by disseminating best practices using means to be determined by it” (Article 18.3).
2. At its first session, the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention [“the General Assembly”], requested the Committee to submit to it at its second ordinary session for approval  the operational directives referred to in Article 7 (c) and the selection criteria referred to in Article 7 (g) of the Convention (Resolution 1.GA 7A). This document presents such draft directives, including selection criteria, for the Committee’s consideration and possible submission to the General Assembly for its approval.

3. The Committee, at its first extraordinary session, began discussion of the implementation of Article 18 and, in its Decision 1.EXT.COM.11, requested the Secretariat to prepare, on the basis of those discussions and of preliminary written comments of the States Parties, preliminary draft operational directives for implementing Article 18. In the Committee’s initial discussion of Article 18 and in the written comments received subsequently, a number of States Parties emphasized that the programmes, projects and activities described in Article 18 are of fundamental importance to the Convention and to the safeguarding of intangible heritage at the international level. States Parties called particular attention to the provision of Article 18.1 calling for the selection and promotion of such programmes, projects and activities to take into account the special needs of developing countries. States Parties understood Article 18 to refer both to already-accomplished efforts and to potential ones, to be accomplished in the future. A number of States Parties also emphasized the importance of international cooperation in the implementation of such efforts, especially at the subregional and regional levels, and stressed the important role of dissemination of best practices in contributing to the enhancement and improvement of safeguarding practices and measures. 
4. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision: 

DRAFT DECISION 2.COM.12
The Committee, 

1. Having examined document ITH/07/2.COM/CONF.208/12;

2. Recalling Resolution 1.GA 7A, whereby the General Assembly of the States Parties requested the Committee to submit to it for approval inter alia draft operational directives and selection criteria at its second ordinary session;

3. Submits to the General Assembly for approval the draft provisions of the operational directives for implementing Article 18 of the Convention, as annexed to this decision.
	Annex 1 to Decision 2.COM.12: Programmes, Projects and Activities that Best Reflect the Principles and Objectives of the Convention for the Purposes of Promotion and Dissemination

	The Proposal and Selection Process

	1.
	States Parties may propose national, subregional or regional programmes, projects and activities for safeguarding intangible heritage to the Committee for selection and promotion as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention (Article 18.1).

	2.
	In its selection and promotion of safeguarding programmes, projects and activities, the Committee shall take into account the special needs of developing countries and the principle of equitable geographic distribution.

	3.
	Such programmes, projects and activities may be completed, in progress, or planned at the time they are proposed to the Committee for selection and promotion.

	4.
	States Parties may submit proposals individually or jointly. The Committee encourages the submission of subregional or regional programmes, projects and activities as well as those undertaken jointly by States Parties in geographically discontinuous areas.

	5.
	States Parties may request preparatory assistance for the elaboration of such proposals (Article 18.3) in accordance with the provisions concerning international assistance, i.e. Articles 20-24.

	6.
	Submitting States Parties are requested to use the proposal format presented in Annex ***. A proposal shall be submitted by 1 March of the year in which the Committee is requested to examine it.

	7.
	Initial evaluation of proposals will be accomplished by a working group of the Committee to be established by it during a session. The working group shall provide the Committee with its opinion of the merits of proposals and a summary recommendation.

	8.
	The Committee decides whether to select or not to select a programme, project or activity.

	Criteria for Selection and Promotion

	From among the programmes, projects or activities proposed to it, the Committee shall select those that best satisfy all of the following criteria:

	9.
	The programme, project or activity involves safeguarding, as defined in Article 2.3 of the Convention.

	10.
	The programme, project or activity reflects the principles and objectives of the Convention. 

	11.
	If already completed, the programme, project or activity has demonstrated effectiveness in contributing to the viability of the intangible heritage concerned. If still underway or planned, it can reasonably be expected to contribute substantially to the viability of the intangible heritage concerned.

	12.
	The programme, project or activity has been or will be implemented with the participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent.

	13.
	The programme, project or activity may serve as a model for safeguarding activities elsewhere.

	14.
	The proposing State(s) Party(ies), implementing body(ies), and community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned are willing to cooperate in the dissemination of best practices, if their programme, project or activity is selected.

	Promotion and Dissemination 

	15.
	The Committee shall establish, keep up to date, and publish a register of programmes, projects and activities that it has selected as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention. 

	16.
	The Committee shall encourage States Parties to create favourable conditions for the implementation of such programmes, projects and activities. 

	17.
	In addition to the register of selected programmes, projects and activities, the Committee shall compile and make available information about the measures and methodologies used or to be used, and experiences gained, if any.

	18.
	The Committee shall encourage research on and evaluation of the effectiveness of safeguarding measures included in the programmes, projects and activities that it has selected and shall promote international cooperation in such research and evaluation.

	19.
	On the basis of experiences gained and lessons learned in these and other safeguarding programmes, projects and activities, the Committee shall provide guidance on best practices and make recommendations on measures for safeguarding intangible heritage (Article 7(b)).


	Annex 2 to Decision 2.COM.12: Format for proposing programmes, projects or activities under Article 18 of the Convention

	Cover sheet and executive summary

	Submitting State(s) Party(ies)

	Name of programme, project or activity 

	Brief textual description (max. 150 words)

	Name and contact information of competent State body(ies) responsible for the proposal

	Proposal

	1.
	Identification of the programme, project or activity 

	1.a.
	Name of programme, project or activity 

	1.b.
	Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	1.c.
	Geographic location and range of the programme, project or activity; location of the communities concerned 

	1.d.
	Domain(s) represented by the programme, project or activity

	2.
	Description of the programme, project or activity

	2.a.
	Background

	2.b.
	Objectives (short-term and long-term)

	2.c.
	Results achieved or expected

	2.d.
	Key activities carried out or to be carried out; address their feasibility or effectiveness

	2.e.
	Sustainability and long-term impact, achieved or expected

	2.f.
	Management and implementation

	3.
	Community involvement and consent

	3.a.
	Involvement of communities, groups and individuals 

	3.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent

	3.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access, if applicable 

	4.
	Documentation 

	4.a.
	Photographs, slides, and other audiovisual materials

	4.b.
	Descriptive inventory and cession of rights

	5.
	Contact information of responsible authorities  

	5.a.
	Preparer name and contact details

	5.b.
	Competent State body(ies)

	5.c.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

	6.
	Signature on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)
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