f....un ,mme.uu

Safeguald ng and Rev1t1hzmg of Traditional

Claftsmanshm in Sudan P

I)r Aba’al Maged Ahmad Abdal Rhman

1- Intl oductlon

111 acecnclance with the UNESCO eonventmn for the intangible
cultmal he1 1tage this paper seeks to present the pivot role of traditional
maﬁsmanslnp by virtue of its diversity ancl intercultural nature for the
soc1et1es of the Sudan . Based on this sol1d fact and its value, there grows
substantlal need f01 advancing means 'to safeguard and revitalize of
tr '1d1t1onal craftsmanslnp Master pIGCGS of the oral and intangible heritage

of hmnamty are selected thereaﬂel

Z. Deﬁmtlons

For the purpose of clar1fymg the terms, a set of relevant definitions
has be_en introduced. These are: |
2-1:::The -hltailgible cultural helritage“ l,‘-

Accordmg to the UNESCO convenhon the 111tang1ble cultural
hentag,e of humamty is defined ‘as the pr achces representations,
exp1ess101ls as well as the l(nowledge and skills that 001mnun1t1es groups
and, m some casel 1nd1v1duals recogmze as part of that cultural heritage.
It is. sometunes called living cultural her 1tage (1)

The mtan;,lble eultural he11tage of humanity is transmitted from
g,eneration to anothe1 It is-also bemgj 1enewed and recreated due to the
social ehang,e resulting from different reasons. "lhe element -of cohesion

built 111~the str ucture  and functlen of the society facilitates the process



and brmgs the balance to the 3001ety, dlsca1d1ng the nonfunctional items
by substltutlon and Iecreatlon , and keepmg the functional ones intact .

The ‘use of the term mtanglble (untouched), to Icfel as the
UNESCO - conventlon to the mateual and non- maternal aspects of
cultme\.seems to be paradoxical . In fact, material aspects of culture are
expressim_ls‘iqf non- material ones . T'héy comprise artifacts associated
with diet traditions, beliefs, ‘fast_i_v'als , customary rituals and different
aspects of llfe They are folk traditions which are unique, and are
inseparable‘ 1';13 the form of malterial | ‘.vi's-a-vis non- material . To this end,
the term illtaiigi_ble' refers to materia_l‘: aﬁél non- material aspects .

o

-2 Safegualdmg tladltlonal c1aftsmanshm

Safeguardmg denotes —as the conventlon specxf 1es-ensuring the
viability of '.mtanglble cultural hentage ; and’ taking whatever necessary
measures to‘ idénﬁfyr “document fesearch ‘preserve protect | promote
and safeguard the cultural heutage in its territory , together with the
partlmpatlon of the group (s) in concern . and the relevant governmental

and 11011—g0vemmenta1 organlzatlons

2-3 Revntahzatlon of traditional c1 aftsmanshlp

Rev1tahzlng of uadltlon maﬁsmanshlp denotes recovery and
pr esewatlon of the cultures of the’ soclety Thls may be carried through
educatlon 1nodemlzat10n of maﬁsmanshlp museumns, researches and
1ecmded mateuals It is a crucial step towa1ds development of world’s
mtellectual practlces

2-4 The Mastel pleces of the tr adltlonal Claftsmanshlp
Accordmg to the UNESO convention the masterpieces is a list of

artifacts submltted by each member state each two years with a sin g!e

example or 1n01e



3. Claftsmanshlp in Sudan:

The- hlstow of the Sudan p10v1des sine 9 millennium B. C a record
of aeculntllated, technical knowledge based in its tradition and life style.
Since eé’rlsy 20" century scientific documentation of ~material culture
started, but. with slow pace, exemphﬁed by ar chaeologlcal discoveries ,
ethnographlc studles and very few museums three of whlch are located in
the east, west and north. o |

Latel efforts have been dedlcated to academic and IBSGaICh‘
act1v1t1es and annual exh1b1t1ons of what so-called Sudanese folklore
dlsplay, take place mainly 1 in Khartoum the capltal of the state.

The burden of documentmg, plesewmg lhIOLlf:,h research and
museum lald up on the institute of Aﬁlcan and Asian studies, however,
some othel Ielevant academic departments have played a role.

The eally and careful attentlon of Sudan’s craftsmanship is not
a001denta1 The countly has multiple and distinct cultural groups carrying
different eultural traditions , custoins, languages and make variable folk
111dustr1es,r to fulfill different cultural needs. The case has intensified
Sudah-".s' e:u.l'tu're and traditional _knohvledge. Whereby these groups share
some'ﬁ‘éditions and use similar crafts , they show at the same time wide
dlfferences in others. The touch of unity. and diversity shapmgj Sudan’s
culture is 1esuitant from 1hose aspects

Tradltlonal OIaﬁsmanshlp 1S’ deeply rooted and functional n past
and present day Sudanese hfe Although the main occupations are
farmmg and animal keeping in addition to a small group working in
services sector the overwhehnmg majeuty of these gloups are carrying
tladl_tlon;:u e,;afts makmg as part- _tune occupation. " The formers exploit

their leisure time in non rainy seasons in making crafts, whereas the



nomads ﬁnd themselves for away ﬁom the malket utilize their resources .

~in mar klng crafts mdustry The art is carried by both men and women.

,That eurrent societies of the Sudan are prone to different elements
of eultﬁre Ifren‘l“ different loealities and directions , in and out of the
country. - Thls is due to the eas;]y dlspensqble technology , means of
tlanspor[atmn . movement of people development of means and media of |
connnunlcatlon These are agents of accelerated change especially in the
cr aﬁsmanshlp The case of traditional cnaﬁsxmushlp therefore ,deserves
Safeguardmg and revitalizing . ‘

4- safegﬁﬁ-rd’iﬁg and revitalizing of ti-adjﬁonal craftsmanship :

'Th'.e process_of safeguarding and revitalizing craftsmanship should
be conducted and classified on two. levels. On a macro- level the
measures are taken with conslderatmn to the state territory, whereas in the
micro — level they are rendered to the level of the region i state.
(¥ aftsmanslnp that aie popular and wider dlSpBllSCd in the state should be
COIlSldeI ed on the basis of fulfilling.the needs on that level whereas some
items are con31deled on 1eglona1 (mi_r:.l_o ) level .

To conduct safeguarding o'i".trai’clliti'onal‘ craftsmanship in Sudan , the
state 'sh:m.l“l:'d '-ufge and encourage sui'veys rescarch in order to prepare an
mventory of those items with the purpose of identifying., classifying
docmnentmg, recorchng and collecting of samples. ‘The success of
1dent1ﬁcatlon and documentatlon depends on carrying 11g01ous fieldwork
, encomage 1esezuch build museums and archive centres , this is in
add1t1on to- seekmg means for protectlon as being national asset or
ploperty The ‘garment (glablyyal ) arhong other, forms of folk material
culture. has been repr oduced by oihcl bt'ltcs to the malkcts of the Sudan .
Protect}Qn 111 ,t_hlS sense denotes ,the_ rlght of the property to the state and

aclmow}edges it.




i "‘.' : * . 'I s . .
A further'step should be undertaken in order to revitalize Sudan’s
craftsmaﬁship. This depends on creating favourable circumstances for the
artifacts to continue, that is to preserve its function perfectly m the -

society. Atfaiﬂing this goad is made by under taking following measures

" N DGSIgn curricula in formal and non — formal educailon for the

development of techmques and the final production of the

~items . b
B.: Plowde the artisans with ass1stance in the form of equipment ,
B trammg, raw mateual and access to different exhibitions .
C. . .Constltute a councll for caring with craftsmanship affairs for
- the Sél((; of following L‘lp devciopmcnl processes and hence its

. revitalization .

5- Mastel pleces of the Tradltlonal Cr’lftsmanshm in Sudan :

" The Sud’m 1s smgjled out by its mulhplc items of traditional
cr aftsmanshlp As such the mastelpleces should include many items that
chalacteuze deﬁne and smgle out the societies of the sudan. The

pr cscubed mastex pieces are below

5-1 The natlondl mdstelpleces of the Sudan :

.1: -The gannent (Gallabiyyg)

2 The turbart (AL — Imma) fl
3',_"The cap (AL —Taglyyg)

4 Al Thuwb

3 .Al — Angariab

8, _Al Hmna decoratlon

7. Al Sawt |

8. Al'Tabag



_10.AllNéh,ag |
11.Pottery. métkillg
5-2 The 1eg10nal mastel pleces of Suddn (pl ellmmaly )
Eastern Sud‘m | . _
Al ~ Sdam“ * o =
Al-sllu'talf‘ it "
Bl T
Southern 'Sudan
- 'Ivor'j; Bracelet (Swar )
- Brass blacele (Swar Al Nahas)
- Sharuq boat '
Dalfm : _
- Tannlng Tr admon
- Ieathel made artifacts
- Kukab Speal
- Safrwk_ I
- 'AJ-'Bartél, § e
Kordofz'_ln:':'--': e
Al- Shibriyya
Northern"Sudah L .
Rl Tambour
AL Saglqa
Blue Nlle ,
AL- Nashsllap (the bow and Lhe arlow)
AL- Waza |
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