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Thé instrument is a stringed instrument spread in thé Suez Canal area. It consists of

three wooden pôles. Thé length of one wooden pôle is about 60 cm. Thé pôle on

which thé strings are pulled is called thé crossbar, thé firman, or thé stretcher. It is

made in a cylindrical shape and bas several holes, thé number of which varies

according to thé time stages thé machine went through, and thé numbers of those

holes rangea from five to 6 to eight, then to 10 holes, until thé number ofholes

reached 12. Keys are installed inside thèse holes and inside thèse holes are fixed thé

keys, and they are called IVlalawi or thé Kalon, where thé strings are pulled on them,

and thé arms or what is known as thé outriggers corne out from thé two ends of thé

crossbar. One ofwhich is often a little shorter than thé other, so that it is Rxed at thé

end on thé "dish" sounding box, which is often a wooden box or plate made of sheet

métal, and a thin skin is tightened on it, thé type of skin varies between camel, cow

and buffalo,

hvo holes are made in it that help increase thé résonance, above thé sound box is a

"chair" or "farasa", which is a rectangular pièce. Semsemiah strings are prepared

from thin métal wires, ail ofwhich are kept under thé vocal box, and thé strings

pass spaced from each other in equal proportions and pass aver thé chair and end to

thé keys. Thé semsemiah strings are thé same in terms of length, type, and thickness,

and thé sound they produce differs according to thé tuning process carried out by

thé player. Thé one who strikes thé strings with a pièce of hardened leather, thé

Semsemiah was traditionally containing five strings with names known by thé

musician, which are (from below) thé "thick" album, then thé continuator, then thé

interval, then thé mujaweb, then thé spark (thé sharp). Thé instrument participâtes



in formations that include percussive instruments to accompany singing at

gatherings and social célébrations such as weddings. And in thé cities of thé canal

région, a social event is not without playing thé Semsemiah instrument. Thé

instrument was also accompanied by thé patriotic songs of thé popular résistance

during thé occupation's enlightenment, so it was known as a résistance instrument.

Fans of thé football club were accompanied Semsemiah during their encouragement

in thé matches, and thé profession of exchanging goods between ships in thé Suez

Canal "Al-Bambutia" use it as well to attract thé buyers to their goods by playing

thé Semsemiah instrument.Al-Semsemiah traditionally accompanies fishermen on

boats on fishing trips to spend evenings and entertainment. On holidays, Al-

Semsemiah on thé beaches is one of thé distinctive signs of thé cities of thé Suez

Canal région.

Often thé musician is thé craftsman who makes thé instrument from thé materials

available in thé environment, but recently specialized workshops hâve appeared in

thé manufacture of thé instrument, including a workshop in Port Saeed that is

owned by a woman and works to produce thé Semsemiah instrument. One of thé

most famous instrumentalists

on thé Semsemiah instrument is Mohsen El Ashery and his son A hmed El Ashery

who won thé first prize in playin Semsemiah in thé 2021 compétition organized by

thé Ministry of Culture, and among thé well-known bands are Al-Tanboura, Sons of

thé Earth, and Sawt Al-Bahr.



j. ̂ ~ M ^â î^Lij

iullajll ^^. ^1 ̂ 1 i'<^l. - ^U;iS <LauiA^I ̂ 1 ̂ 1& t-àj*JI t> ̂ac. Lala. l 3_LuiLLa jLaJ ̂  SUSll j^a ̂ àj
^LlAuLAjujII *l'ati SjS i-ljâ . -^.a^ (_kaJa^aJj (^-ajlLa ^îl l^jLj C-làjai J^la. ^1 Ïj^ dlïil ÂJ^XJÀII î-ttjlLaU

l^^l , ^j "^ilaj^tt^l " (j^i^uill ûUâ ^à ̂ jàuJI jjj ^.Ul J^hj ^-aj «-ibjLAll ^à ç>(S'»J'> '^ ft^l ^â

^jfliiifliiiti ?Jl ̂ lc- i-àjc.

t-^jàj^llj L-iLiuui^l ç.LjaâS \*1^'^ CLi'A. ^. j ^3 l-lSl^all ^yîc. (jJ^l±L^all 1-l^îîi ^-LtLulAuJ) L-La-L-aJj

(jjjJjAdîl sLjâ -'^1 (J-^al SJ^a-all t-lLaïlx^l ^J<<a ^Jal^îill ^lc. ^-lAuiAuJI [JJ^J l-ll_)L?. l^l

Uj^-la IAI^^. jSJj ^ull i^à Ojâjlail ^l^all t> ̂ * (l"'1^ ^'^ l^J=^^ -ÎA ^Jj^l ÙJ^J ^a *JJJ^J

^aj o.lii. i] A-lAuiAuill Ç-^-U^ l^ (J-aajj 1^^"^ ^luuijJ ̂ a <AÎ]jj ^iaj ̂ -S^l ̂ C. llA^a ̂ 5 ̂  i ^11 r-i'. 'lfl L>'JJ
^yîe. (J^^>^ (jlll (^j. tîi'»Jl ^-a^.î ^-ulj ^J.À»JI jnl^fl (JJâjliLSl ^>^ll tJ^j t^iAi. ii.Auill ^Sb tjj^lj t.yàjLîLSl

t_ijj ^aj (J-aj^l Û*^J^J XJJ.''1^'^ ^3j^>*-all L3^>^^ Ù<J (^ * ^ ^ ^SjLui.<i ^3 Sjfliiininti ^Sl (^cr l~^3it-^l a3J^

J^l


