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The list of the intangible cultural heritage component:

1- Defining the element of the intangible cultural heritage

1.1 Item name:

Dabkeh: the Palestinian popular dance with traditional performing arts.

1.2 Other names for the element:

Its name is Dabkeh h in general.

Dabkeh has other names according to its type:

1- The karadi or flying Dabkeh h requires speed and fitness.

2- Al-Dal’una Dabkeh : It is the one that recreates the rhythm (melodies)
of Al-Dal’una that begins with “Ali Dal’una upon our Dalona” and it is
subject to change and composition according to the same rhythm.

3- Dabkeh h Zarif Al Toal : It is a spinning and complimenting Dabkeh
h for the girl and is used at weddings.

4- Al-Dahiya Dabkeh h, which is widespread among the Bedouins, and in
it there are applause and musical rhythms specific to Al-Dahiya.

1.3 Areas of the intangible cultural heritage to which the element
belongs:

- Social practices, rituals, and ceremonies.

- Skills related to traditional craftsmanship. Embroidered dress, carrying
straw baskets.

- The arts and traditions of performing performances.



- Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of
intangible cultural heritage.

14 Community or groups Concerned with the element:

- Palestinians in all Palestinian areas, including cities, villages, the
Palestinian desert, and refugee camps.

- Palestinian women during their celebrations on Henna Day, because
Henna Day is a traditional feminist festive day for the bride and her female
relatives and friends.

Palestinian children in schools rushing to the Dabkeh h to express their
joy.

1.5 The natural (geographical) location of the element:

The Palestinian Dabkeh h, and the accompanying performing arts: zajal
singing, and playing the argul, are spread in most Palestinian areas: cities,
villages, the desert, and camps, wherever the Palestinians are. It is very
popular in Palestinian weddings in Hebron, Bethlehem and its villages,
Ramallah and its villages, even to the Marj Bin Amer plain in Jenin,
Tulkarm, and Nablus. In Gaza and its camps. Dabkeh h i1s spread in all
Palestinian camps in the diaspora: i Jordan, Lebanon and Syria,
especially at wedding parties, especially the Dabkeh h of'the Dalona. The
Bedouin in the Nagab dessert specializes n the Dahia Dbeka, which has
special movements, songs and music.

1.6 Brief description of the item:

The Palestinian folk Dabkeh h is a traditional folkloric group dance, and
it is a performing arts of the movement of the body through regular steps
by a team of at least ten people. They perform the same movements



together to the melodies of traditional playing on a popular musical
instrument, which is the yargul and accompanying traditional singing of
the melody, such as the songs of al-Dalona, and Zarif al-Tawla, which is
considered one of the art of zajal, a popular poetry spread in Palestine.
Usually the lyrics of the songs carry social or national themes, usually
inspired by the atmosphere of the countryside.

The Dabkeh h dance is widespread in the Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon,
but the Palestinian Dabkeh h differs in its movements and themes,
especially after the Nakba 1948, as it took a form of cultural expression
about asking for help, attachment to the land and returning to it, and
reminding its soil. This does not negate that the Dabkeh , with its
accompanying songs, sings of the beloved, whose lover is united by
all for his love.

The Palestinian Dabkeh h has different types, and each type has its own
movements, has a different meaning, and is performed in a mixed manner
by women and men, or single women, or single men, where the Dabkeh h
is lined up in the form of a row, arc or a circle and the hands are
intertwined to indicate unity and support, and it is one of the
characteristics of the Palestinian Dabkeh shoulder beside shoulder. Then
the dabkeh begins to walk slowly and then start to jump, and knock the
legs to the ground in one rhythm, according to the type of movement to
indicate strength. These movements are accompanied by yargul music
and zajal songs on rhythms such as al-Dalona, Jafra, and Zarif al-Tawla.

Dabkeh and the accompanying performing arts of playing and singing are
considered a cultural heritage rooted for decades, passed on by
generations, a popular folklore that preserves national identity, and
expresses their feelings with pride and pride. Dabkeh h has maintained its
popular presence in Palestinian celebrations and weddings, as it is a
cultural expression of joy from wedding parties, i.e. weddings, including
henna and the groom's wedding. And also the purification ceremonies for



boys. and celebrations of success, or building a new house. They also
appear at national festivals and events. The Dabkeh took a deep path of
preserving national identity.

In the eighties of the last century, it began to take place in a coordinated
and purposeful manner to transmit a national cultural heritage to the
younger generations, as well as to show the heritage and civilization of
the Palestinian people in international and international forums, and teams
are formed in all cities and villages, and take a form of their own. So that
it became a science, creativity and development.

2- Element properties:

The zajal folk song, with its words, music, and instruments, is considered
an essential component of the performing art of the Palestinian Dabkeh h,
and the dalona has four parts. Her words are light and raise social issues,
and the daluna accompanies the jufra (Jafra is Ya Ha the quarter) and
adheres to the stressed rhyme of ya and the extended alif. And the songs
of cute length, which are among the songs of the footwear, where the
singer sings the necessary, and verses on the weight of the shoe, and each
syllable of two verses is chest and disability, and has an art known to the
singer, who 1s usually one of the zajal poets.

Women wear the traditional embroidered dress during the Dabkeh , which
1s the embroidered dress that represents their region. Also, girls in Dabkeh
h may carry straw baskets made by hand, which is one of the handicrafts
spread in the villages. And swaying these baskets.

The man wears the Palestinian folk dress, which is the hatta, the i1qal, and
the gambaz. Dabkeh h is associated with happy occasions in weddings
and celebrations, and adds to the councils an atmosphere of joy and
cohesion among members of society.



The Palestinian Dabkeh h has many types, including: Shaarawiya, which
is fast-paced on the ergot, while Al-Darazi is less fast. And the lengthy
Dabkeh h of Zarif that flirts with love, the Karja Dabkeh , which is tamed
during the gait while the homing sings, and the Shayla Dabkeh , which is
done by the exit of Alois with different movements from jumping. And it
is at the end of the Daluna. The seven-fold Dabkeh h because it is seven
lots, starting with the left leg and ending with the seventh with the right.
Northern Dabkeh h and Bedouin Dabkeh , which begins with the left leg.
And also Dabkeh h Zarif length and Dabkeh h Tubasa. h As for the
Dabkeh h movements, it is also important to harmonize the movements
during the Dabkeh h between the team.

The popular Dabkeh h cannot be separated from the folk songs in
Palestine, their music, and their instruments.

Dabkeh is also considered a means of expressing the social and patriotic
situation, and the accompanying songs from the popular poetry of zajal
are considered a lexicon that shows the pronunciation of Palestinian
popular dialects and emphasizes them, and conveys its vocabulary as well.
Since the method of pronouncing the letters in the popular dialect differs
from 1ts pronunciation in Standard Arabic (the official language), the
attendees of the celebration feel an outpouring of pride in their souls and
participate in the way he pronounces the Arabic letters in a popular way,
as the Palestinian popular dialects are transmitted by hearing, as they are
not written.

1.2 Practitioners and performers directly involved in the
performance of the intangible cultural heritage component:



The Palestinian people as a whole, with all their sects and their
geographical distribution in Bedouins, villages, cities and camps.

The artists performing this folklore include Dbeka, Yargul players, and
zajal singers.

Songwriters and collectors of heritage from ancient folk songs and zajal
poetry.
Studies of Palestinian folklore.

Students trained in Dabkeh h education centers from schools and
universities. And performing groups for folk arts such as:

- Folklore Troupe.

- Ramallah Brigade.

- Marj bin Amer Band.
- Handala Band.

2.2 Methods of transferring the item and related skills to other
members of the community:

The methods of transferring skills and rituals related to the cultural
component can be summarized through:

By participating in social events where generations of fathers and sons
learn to participate in the Dabkeh h dance, it is a folk dance that is held
constantly in all villages, cities and camps.

- Children learn Dabkeh h through folklore centers for emerging groups
to teach Dabkeh , and the accompanying performing arts from the
Palestinian cultural heritage such as Dalouna songs and playing the
yergul.

- The role of the educational institution in Palestine in transferring this
element is apparent through teaching the Dabkeh h to school students in



sports classes, and the schools’ participation in the celebrations through
school Dabkeh h teams, and the Ministry of Education approved the open
day for students in order to show their talents. Students celebrate their
heritage and folklore from this is the Dabkeh .

2.3-Commissions and organizations concerned with the element
(ministries/associations/civil society organizations and others, if any:

- The Ministry of Culture.

-Artists Syndicate.

-Ministry of Education.

-Palestinian universities through their Dabkeh h teams
-Faculties of Art in Palestinian Universities as folklore.
-Folk art centers for teaching folk performing arts.
-Special Dabkeh h teams in the villages.

-Folklore singers and yargul players.

-Makers of folk crafts related to the art of Dabkeh h: such as the makers
of the yargul and al-Majouz machine, and they are very few. And
embroideries for artisan dresses, tailors, and hatha, and basket makers.

-The popular zajal poets.
3. State of the element, its viability and sustainability:

3.1 Threats to the transmission and practice of the race within the
concerned community(s):

The main problems it faces:

The Dabkeh h dance in itself is a popular dance among the Palestinians,
and since it is loved and proud in the hearts of the younger generations,
its ability to survive and sustain is very great, especially since the Dabkeh
h can be played on audio recordings of songs and playing. The popular



Dabkeh h dance does not contradict customary laws, nor international
laws, and 1t i1s in line with human rights laws and contributes to
rapprochement with other cultures, does not call for racism, and does not
pose a psychological, physical or cultural danger to others. It is a means
of free cultural expression that is characterized by joy and beauty of
performance.

[ts ability to be sustainable is new. And if there is a threat to it, it is the
overlapping of the Palestinian folk dance with the non-popular non-
Palestinian performance dances, which makes it lose its popular flavour.
Also, the lack of zajal poets from the new generation, and the less ergole
players.

Performing performances of folk Dabkeh h enhance respect for and
interaction with other cultures. This in turn makes this element a
Palestinian identity over the years.

3.2 The safeguarding measures taken to address any of these threats
and to encourage their future revitalization.

-The State of Palestine, represented by the Palestinian Ministry of Culture,
encouraged the establishment of centers for teaching the folk art of
Dabkeh h, and encouraged the teams to do so, and gave work licenses to
the teams to perform these arts at weddings and celebrations, which
constitutes an income for the troupe members from the Dabkeh h. This
leads to sustainable development in this field of cultural heritage in
Palestine, and ensures its preservation.

-The Ministry of Education encourages students to compose folk poetry
in competitions organized by the Ministry

- The Ministry of Culture worked on collecting the heritage of zajal and
innovation, collecting old folk songs and preserving them in written
versions for generations, scholars and researchers.



-The Folk Art Centers - licensed by the government - recorded their
performing works on audio and video CDs, and kept them in their
archives.

-The Palestinian TV shows the performances of the Palestinian folk
Dabkeh h on its screen every day as paragraphs between programs.

3.3 Suggestions for a plan to develop the component and its success:

- The Ministry of Culture sees working on establishing integrated teams

that start by attracting talents from skilled Dbeka, as well as teaching
yargul playing, tcaching zajal singing, and also composing zajal. To
establish teams of all age groups, and for both sexes.

- The Ministry of Culture strives to introduce other cultures to the
Palestinian people through their cultural heritage performing arts, thus
highlighting the pure Palestinian national identity among other peoples.

4. Data: Restrictions on it / Permissions for its collection and access

4.1 Consent and Participation of Individuals, Groups and Groups of
Providers with Narrator Information in the Collection of Data on the Item

The groups, groups and individuals concerned with the dance and the
accompanying performing arts have agreed to provide all information,
documents, photographs, films and videos related to the element, and
Evidence of their participation in preparing the inventory list and the
nomination file was submitted with the aim of registering it on the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity at
UNESCO. Letters of support were collected from the heritage campaign
and approvals were signed by those concerned with this craft. It was
explained what the Ministry of Culture intends to do in order to register
the item on UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

1.4 Dates and locations of data collection



Data and information, and everything related to Dabkkah and the
accompanying performing arts, were collected in many Palestinian
governorates, villages and rural areas from June 2021 to January 2022.

5. References on the element of the intangible cultural heritage:

Books, references and resources:

1- Scientific studies prepared by the Ministry of Culture: “Dabkeh is a language for
Palestine”, researchers: Hamza Al-Agrabawi and Sharaf Dar Zaid 2021, and
Professor Hanna’s research entitled.

Linking folklore to Palestinian identity and culture.

3- A book in the battles of dance / the story of the Palestinian folk band / research
by Sirin Hleleh / Dar Al-Adab for Publishing and Distribution, Beirut 2015.

4- The Good Days Book / Beer Folk Songs / Presented by Mrs. Raghda Abed /
Artistic supervision: Lights for Design 2017.

5- A series of popular Dabkeh h songs / Al-Dalouna, Ghazal, Al-Jafra, Zarif Al-Twal
and Al-Zughrid by Professor Hussein Salem Al-Atari / digital publishing for
electronic publishing and distribution 2018.

6- Searching for the Palestinian folk Dabkeh h from the "Al-Samer" booklet to
teach the Palestinian folk Dabkeh h: Dabkeh h, tira, sahja, and taghribeh, Rollin's
research for Sharaf Dar Zaid / Production: Folklore. . Center, Al-Bireh, Palestine
2013,

7- Dance and theater in Palestine and the diaspora towards a cultural strategy, by
Mrs. Sirine Huleleh 2010.

8- The popular Palestinian educational film “Al-Dabkeh” directed by Sharaf Dar
Zaid.



9- An article on folk dance by Professor Nabil Algam was published in the Journal
of Heritage and Society.

10- A search for Palestine through folk dance (Dabkeh) by Professor Khaled
Qatamesh.

11- Researches in the Heritage and Society magazine about the detention of
Professor Hossam EI-Din Al-Abed / No. 27, Professor Muhammad Jabr, No. 16,
Mrs. Nadia Al-Batma, No. 27. Sayed Muhammad. Girls number 55. and Mr. Abdul
Latif Barghouti No. 17.

12- Nights of popular zajal and the Palestinian wedding by Professor Taher Seif Al-
Safouti / Amna House for Publishing and Distribution 2019.

13- The popular Palestinian Arab Dictionary of Dr. Abdul Latif Al-Barghouti, part of
the Palestinian colloquial dialect, second edition 2001, and another part on
Jordanian customs, dialects and customs, Amman - Jordanian Ministry of Culture
2003. Part One.

14- Encyclopedia of Palestinian Folklore by Professor Nimr Sarhan, second edition,
Amman 1989, Part One.

15- Research on folk dance, ancient civilizations and folklore in Palestine. Yousry
Jawhariyeh Arnaita, Palestinian Ministry of Culture, fourth edition 2013.

16- Diwan of the World in Palestine by Professor Abdel Latif Barghouti, second
edition, 2013, Palestinian Ministry of Culture.

17- Conditions of Marriage in the Palestinian Village Written by Professor Hilmi
Grangvist and translated by Mrs. Khadija Qassem and Mrs. lkhlas Al-Qanatra.
Published by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, first edition, Beirut,
September 2015.

18 Manifestations of joy and happiness in ancient Iraq (in light of technical
observations) d. Hind Shehab Al-Obaidi (article published in 2020).

19- Life in the Homes of Palestine (The Travels of Mary Elizaro Harz in and Inside
Palestine, 1855-) 1859, Mary Elizaro Harz, translated by Jamal Abu Ghaida.
Publication of the Arab Foundation for Studies and Publishing, 1, 2013



6- Information about the inventory process:

6.1 The person and entity responsible for classifying and entering the
inventory of the item

-Amani Al-Junaidi/ Director of the National Heritage Register
amanunindi@gmail.com

-Zahera Hamad/ Head of Department Oral Heritage Collection of the
National Heritage Registry / Zahera.moc@gmail.com
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