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The Alvar Aalto Foundation is the Finnish national museum of the architecture and design by Alvar Aalto. The 
Foundation is also an expert consultant on the renovation of buildings designed by Aalto and supervises the product 

undation 
administers its collections, arranges exhibitions, produces publications and plays its part in architectural and design 
education in collaboration with other actors in the field.  
 

In addition to their architectural work, Alvar Aalto and his first wife, Aino Aalto, also distinguished 
themselves as glass designers in the 1930s when they participated in the design competitions held by the 
Riihimäki and Karhula-Iittala glassworks. As a result, practical pressed glassware was made, as were free-
form and asymmetrical glass vessels that were unprecedented among conventional art glass. From the 

37 remains 
the best-known Finnish design product in the world. This vase, along with the other free-form glassware in 
the series, is produced by using the mouthblowing technique at Iittala Glass Factory, even today. 

Making the Aalto glassware required the designer and the glassblower to work seamlessly together. The 

expertise, knowledge of the material and several testing phases. To this day, each mouthblown Aalto vase 
is unique. They always show the individual handprint of the glassblower. 
 
In our museum work, we uphold the glassmaking tradition by recording, studying and documenting the 
glassware in our collections. We share the knowledge related to the objects and their production primarily 
through exhibition and publication activities in various ways and with various audiences. To us, knowledge 
related to Aalto glassware is of particular interest, and to increase this knowledge, we participate in 
research and exhibition projects with other museums and private collectors. Collaboration with the 
glassworks and its employees is topical and particularly significant: we have been able to document the 
creation of the mouthblown Aalto vase in all its phases, for example. Interviews with the glassblowers have 

significance of continuing the traditional mouthblowing tradition. 
 
The Alvar Aalto Foundation wishes to play a role in upholding, safeguarding and transferring the tradition of 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity for the tradition to remain dynamic in 
every way. 

Helsinki, 25 January 2022 

Tommi Lindh, managing director 

Alvar Aalto Foundation 





Bianco Blu 
Glass Studio/Shop 
 
 
To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage  
 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

traditional glassblowing techniques. We also organise glassblowing courses and 
repair broken glassware at the studio.  
 
Glass Studio Bianco Blu was established in 1998, and it has been operational ever 
since. Our products are sold across the world.  

traditions.  
 
The cherishing of traditions is important as glassblowing is an essential part of 
Finnish cultural heritage, and, as such, it must be ensured that old methods and 
techniques are transmitted for future generations.  
 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We are in favour of the application and 
the safeguarding measures. We wish to play an active role in upholding the 
glassblowing culture.  
 
Fiskars, 7 January 2022  
Tarmo Maaronen  
Bianco Blu Oy 

 



1  

 

 
 

3.12.2021 
Suostumuksen ilmaus käsin valmistettuun lasiin liittyvän tiedon, taitojen ja tekniikoiden lisäämiseksi 
Unescon ihmiskunnan aineettoman kulttuuriperinnön luetteloon 
 

Hallitustenväliselle komitealle 
Designmuseo on vuonna 1873 perustettu muotoilualan valtakunnallinen vastuumuseo. Designmuseo tutkii, 
kerää, tallentaa, dokumentoi ja esittää muotoilua Suomessa ja kansainvälisissä kiertonäyttelyissä.  
 
Designmuseossa järjestetään vuosittain kolme päänäyttelyä, 4–5 gallerianäyttelyä ja lisäksi on pysyvästi 
esillä oleva kokoelmanäyttely. Designmuseon säätiö sr. hallinnoi Helsingin Kaartinkaupungissa toimivan 
Designmuseon lisäksi Helsingissä Designmuseo Arabiaa, Kalvolassa toimivaa Designmuseo Iittalaa sekä 
Urjalassa toimivaa Designmuseo Nuutajärveä. Designmuseon kohteet ja kiertonäyttelyt saavuttavat 
vuosittain noin 190 000 kävijää (2019). Vakinaista henkilökuntaa on 24 henkilötyövuotta (2019), ja museolla 
on tukenaan aktiivisesti toimiva ystäväyhdistys Designmuseon ja Arkkitehtuurimuseon Ystävät Damy ry 
 
Lasitaide ja lasimuotoilu ovat keskeinen osa Designmuseon kokoelmaa. Iittalan ja Nuutajärven tehtaiden 
museoiden kokoelmat fuusioitiin Designmuseoon vuonna 2005. Nuutajärven kokoelma sisältää yli 10 000 
teosta ja Iittalan kokoelma 13 000 teosta, ja niiden ohella museoon on tallennettu kattavasti käsityönä 
valmistetun lasin historiaa. Designmuseo Iittalan ja Designmuseo Nuutajärveen näyttelyitä toteutetaan 
yhteistyönä paikallisten toimijoiden kanssa ja Designmuseo osallistuu aktiivisesti alueiden vuoropuheluun ja 
kehittämishankkeisiin. Designmuseo Arabian kokoelmanäyttely esittelee myös Iittalan lasia.  
 
Tiivis yhteistyö käsityöläisten ja muotoilijoiden välillä on suomalaisen lasidesignin ydintä, ja lasin 
valmistamisen perinne ja nykyosaaminen ovat tärkeällä sijalla tämän muotoilun alueen näyttelyissä. 
Designmuseo on järjestänyt säännöllisesti näyttelyitä lasimuotoilusta, viimeksi suurnäyttelyn Timo 
Sarpanevasta (2018) sekä Iittalan juhlavuoden näyttelyn (2021), jolle ollaan suunnittelemassa kansainvälistä 
kiertoa. Lasinäyttelyt ovat hyvin suosittuja, ja tapahtumissa sekä yleisötyössä olemme voineet tuoda esille 
yhtä lailla lasitehtaiden pitkän linjan ammattilaisten kuin tämän hetken lasin tekijöiden työtä. 
 
Haluamme olla aktiivisesti vaalimassa lasinpuhalluksen kulttuuria. Kannatamme lämpimästi hakemusta ja 
suojelutoimenpiteitä.  
 
 
 
Susanna Thiel, 
tel. +358 50 400 59 57 
susanna.thiel@designmuseum.fi 

Susanna Thiel, 



The Design Museum, 3 December 2021 

 

Letter of Consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass to be 
 

 

To the Intergovernmental Committee 

The Design Museum, founded in 1873, is the national museum of design in Finland. The Design 
Museum studies, collects, records, documents and displays design in Finland and in travelling 
international exhibitions.  

The Design Museum holds three main exhibitions and 4 5 gallery exhibitions annually, in addition to 
which it has a permanent exhibition of its collection. In addition to the Design Museum, located in the 
Kaartinkaupunki district in Helsinki, the Design Museum Foundation also manages three other 
museums in Finland: Design Museum Arabia in Helsinki, Design Museum Iittala and Design Museum 

visitors annually (2019). The museum employs permanent staff equivalent to 24 person-workyears 
(2019). The museum is also supported by the active association the Friends of Design Museum and the 
Museum of Finnish Architecture, DAMY. 

the Iittala and Nuutajärvi glassworks were merged into the Design Museum in 2005. The Nuutajärvi 
collection includes more than 10,000 works, and the Iittala collection more than 13,000 works, in 
addition to which the museum includes extensive records of the history of handcrafted class. The 
exhibitions of Design Museum Iittala and Design Museum Nuutajärvi are implemented together with 
local operators, and the Design Museum actively participates in dialogue and development projects 
with the regional operators. The collection exhibition of Design Museum Arabia also showcases Iittala 
glassware.  

Close cooperation between craftspeople and designers is at the heart of Finnish glass design, and the 
tradition and contemporary competence in glassmaking are also key elements in exhibitions related to 
this field of design. The Design Museum has regularly organised exhibitions on glass design, the most 
recent ones being a grand exhibition on Timo Sarpaneva (2018) and the anniversary exhibition on 
Iittala (2021), which is planned to become an international travelling exhibition. The glass exhibitions 
are extremely popular. Through the events and work with the audience, we have been able to 
showcase the work of both long-term glass factory professionals and contemporary glassmakers 
equally. 

We wish to play an active role in upholding the glassblowing culture. We are wholeheartedly in favour 
of the application and the safeguarding measures.  

Susanna Thiel, 
tel. +358 50 400 5957 
susanna.thiel@designmuseum.fi 
 





To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

Letter of consent from Häme University of Applied Sciences HAMK (Design/Smart And Sustainable 
Design) for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass to be inscribed on 

 

 

We support the application and the knowledge, skills and techniques related to glass being inscribed on 
s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We are in favour of the 

application and the safeguarding measures. We wish to be a part of the glass community to develop 
cooperation between education providers and businesses and promote the preservation of glassblowing 
and other glassmaking techniques in the field of art and design.  

Education in the glass sector has been provided in the Häme University of Applied Sciences (HAMK), 
previously known as the Wetterhoff School of Arts and Crafts, for almost thirty years. Currently, students at 
HAMK study the various techniques related to handcrafted glass and delve into the traditional cooperation 
between the designer and the glassblower, among other topics. Glass design education includes furnace 
techniques for glassmaking (fusing, thermoforming, kiln casting), lampworking, designing glassblowing 
moulds, cooperation with the glassblower, cooperation with the mould maker, business cooperation on 
glass projects, and exhibition activities. Through business cooperation, networks are built between various 
professionals and subcontractors. 

HAMK produces publications related to the glass sector and is also involved in international teacher 
exchange. 

A representative of HAMK has participated in the forum for the glass sector and the joint exhibitions 
(Finnish Glass Lives), and the glass exhibitions of HAMK students at the Finnish Glass Museum have 
introduced the products of glassmaking education to the public. In the education sector, we carry out long-
term work on teaching and developing the various techniques related to handcrafted glass. With regard to 
the international UNESCO application, we have participated in shared public events (podium talks, lectures, 
work demonstrations and workshops in Riihimäki, Iittala and Nuutajärvi) since 2017.  

We have aimed to raise awareness of glassmaking education and the opportunities provided by it through 
joint exhibitions of the Finnish schools (a handicrafts exhibition in Helsinki in summer 2021 and the 

ES  31 
December 2021). Through exhibition projects, cooperation between the educational institutions in the field 
has drawn attention to glassmaking education and its opportunities and achievements.  

Hämeenlinna, 22 January 2022 

Auli Rautiainen 
Senior lecturer, Master of Arts, Design / Smart and Sustainable Design 
Häme University of Applied Sciences (HAMK) / Education and Research Centre of Entrepreneurship and 
Business  
Degree Programme in Design / Wetterhoff Glass and Ceramics 
PO BOX 230, FI-13101 Hämeenlinna, Finland 
Tel. +358 3 646 3745 
Mobile +358 50 574 7583 Email: auli.rautiainen@hamk.fi 





 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





 

 
 
Letter of Consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass to be 
inscribed on UNESCO s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 
 
I am Jan Torstensson, glassblower at our company where I am also a founder and partner. Our 
company was established in 2004. Since the establishment of our company, we have focused on 
using recycled packaging glass and have also developed equipment and technology for this method. 
The first product we made using this method, the HIK! tumbler, was selected as the Novelty 
Product of the Year at the Finnish Craft & Design trade fair in 2005. Our company also received the 
Satakunta region s INNOSUOMI innovation award in 2009 for this method we created.   
 
Glassblowing has become a cherished profession and hobby for our whole family. Glassblowing 
and its history are dear to me, personally. After all, I am a descendant of European glassblower 
families. Our son will continue the family s glassblowing tradition in our business. We have 
participated in the Finnish Glass Lives exhibitions, international exhibitions, workshops and 
training sessions. We have taught glassmaking skills at various educational institutions for years, 
also offering 16 different glassmaking courses at the local adult education centre every year.  
 
Based on our background alone, cherishing handcrafted glass is truly close to our hearts. We 
support the application for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to glass to be inscribed on 
UNESCO s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We are in favour 
of the application and the safeguarding measures. We wish to play an active role in upholding the 
glassblowing culture. 
 
 
  
 
  Jan Torstensson  Antti Torstensson 
  glassblower   glassblower 
 



Yliopistonkatu 8 
PL 122 / PO Box 122, FI-96101 ROVANIEMI, FINLAND 
puh. (016) 341 341 / tel. +358 16 341 341 
www.ulapland.fi

 
 
UNESCO / Aineettoman kulttuuriperinnön hallitustenvälinen komitea 
 
 
 
 
 
Suostumuksen ilmaus käsinvalmistettuun lasiin liittyvän tiedon, taidon ja tekniikoiden lisäämiseksi 
Unescon ihmiskunnan aineettoman kulttuuriperinnön luetteloon. 
 
 
Lapin yliopiston taiteiden tiedekunta on tärkeä taideteollisen alan kouluttaja Suomessa: kolmannes 
maamme taideteollisen alan korkeakoulutetuista on tiedekuntamme kasvatteja. Teemme 
kansainvälisesti uraauurtavaa työtä ympäristö-, yhteisö- ja talvitaiteessa sekä luomme uusia ja 
innovatiivisia muotoilun menetelmiä. Monipuolisten kansainvälisten yhteisöverkostojemme kautta 
luomme sillan Euroopan pohjoisten alueiden kulttuuriin, taiteeseen ja muotoiluun. Tarjoamme 
korkealaatuista opetusta ja toimimme kansainvälisenä edelläkävijänä arktisen muotoilun osaamisessa. 
Pohjoiset ääriolosuhteet kuten kylmyys, kaamos, revontulet, yötön yö ja puhdas arktinen luonto ovat 
luovuutemme lähteitä.  
 
Suomalaisen lasialan elinvoimaisuuden kannalta on tärkeää, että mahdollisimman moni alasta 
kiinnostunut muotoilun opiskelija pääsee siihen tutustumaan. Nykytekniikka mahdollistaa 
muotoiluopetuksessa luontevasti myös etäopetuksen, sekä etäyhteistyön eri muodot, joiden avulla 
lasimuotoilukursseja on Lapin yliopiston taiteiden tiedekunnassa toteutettu yhteistyössä mm. 
Ammattiopisto Tavastian lasialan koulutuksen kanssa. Lasimuotoilun opinnoissa muotoilijalle syntyy 
ymmärrys materiaalista, joka antaa pohjaa lasituotteiden suunnitteluun, valmistamiseen sekä 
toimivaan yhteistyöhön lasinpuhaltajan kanssa. Kokemus vahvistaa muotoilijoiden ja lasinpuhaltajien 
asiantuntijuutta niin materiaalin tuntemuksen kuin dialogisen yhteistyön osalta. Oppilaitosten ja 
ammattilaisten välinen, laaja-alainen yhteistyö on avainasemassa lasialan koulutuksen kehittämisessä. 
 
Lasimuotoilun opetusta on tarjottu taiteiden tiedekunnan muotoilualan opiskelijoille valinnaisena 
opintojaksona vuodesta 2020. Kurssin opiskelijavalinnat on tehty useiden kymmenien halukkaiden 
joukosta motivaatiokirjeiden perusteella, sillä lasimuotoiluun pääsee tutustumaan kerrallaan alle 
kaksikymmentä opiskelijaa vuodessa. Lapin yliopiston taiteiden tiedekunta on osallistunut alan 
koulutuslaitosten väliseen yhteistyöhön yhteisten näyttelyprojektien kautta osallistumalla mm. 
ASTEITA - suomalainen lasialan koulutus -näyttelyyn Suomen lasimuseossa 29.10.–31.12.2021.  
 
Tuemme hakemusta ja lasiin liittyvän tiedon, tekniikan ja taidon lisäämistä Unescon aineettoman 
kulttuuriperinnön ihmiskunnan luetteloon. Kannatamme hakemusta ja suojelutoimenpiteitä. 
Haluamme olla aktiivisesti vaalimassa lasinpuhalluksen kulttuuria. 
 
 

 
 
Dekaani Satu Miettinen 
 
Rovaniemellä, 18.1.2022 



 
University of Lapland 
 
 
UNESCO / the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

Letter of consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass to be inscribed on 
 

 

sector in Finland: one third of art and design graduates in higher education come from our faculty. We carry 
out internationally groundbreaking work in environmental, community and winter art and create new and 
innovative design methods. Through diverse international partnership networks, we build bridges into the 
culture, art and design in Northern Europe. We offer high-quality education and work as an international 
pioneer in Arctic design competence. The extreme northern conditions, such as the cold, the polar night, 
the aurora borealis, the midnight sun and clean Arctic nature are the sources of our creativity.  

It is essential for the vitality of the Finnish glass sector that as many interested students as possible have 
the opportunity to learn about this subject. Modern technology allows for design education to be provided 
smoothly through distance learning and cooperation in various forms, thanks to which the University of 

eration of the 
glassmaking education programme of the Tavastia Vocational College, among others. Through glass design 
studies, the designer gains an understanding of the material, on which the design and production of glass 
products and smooth cooperation with the glassblower are all based. This experience strengthens the 
expertise of the designers and glassblowers regarding both material knowledge and dialogue-based 
cooperation. Extensive cooperation between educational institutions and professionals is key for 
developing education in the glass sector. 

Glass design studies have been offered as elective courses to the design students of the Faculty of Art and 
Design since 2020. The students for the course are selected from among dozens of applicants based on 
motivation letters, since fewer than twenty students are accepted to learn about glass design annually. The 

institutions through shared exhibition pr  
the Finnish Glass Museum 29 October 31 December 2021.  

We support the application and the knowledge, skills and techniques related to glass being inscribed on 
 the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We are in favour of the 

application and the safeguarding measures. We wish to play an active role in upholding the glassblowing 
culture. 

 

 

Satu Miettinen, dean 

 

Rovaniemi, 18 January 2022 

 



Riihimäki 19.1.2022
Osuuskunta Lasismin lasinpuhaltaja



 

 

Lasismi 

 

Letter of Consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass to be inscribed on 
 

 

Lasismi is a glass studio established in Riihimäki in 2010. It has six members and employs three 
-to-order works and art glass. The 

members of Lasismi have held their own exhibitions and have participated in shared exhibitions from the 
start. The studio has also organised international workshops, work demonstrations and courses with the 
Finnish Glass Museum. 

The made-to-order works are mainly objects by artists and designers from sculptures to series of products 
embers also take on numerous restoration 

projects. The glassblowers at Lasismi also implement various prototypes and custom work ordered by the 
design students. 

We have participated in the promotion of this inscription project by organising related work 
demonstrations and workshops together with the Finnish Glass Museum. We are convinced that inscription 

 

We support the application and the knowledge and skills 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We are in favour of the application and 
the safeguarding measures. We wish to play an active role in upholding glassblowing culture in the future. 

 

Riihimäki, 19 January 2022 

Glassblower of the Lasismi Cooperative 

 

Kaappo Lähdesmäki   

 





Glass Studio Hytti 
 
Glass Studio Hytti is located in Suomenlinna on the coast of Helsinki, inside the stone walls of the 
sea fortress. The studio was founded on this site, the Hyve fortress, by glass artist Heikki Kallio in 
the early 1980s. After Kallio passed away in 1993, the studio was transferred to a group of 
graduates and senior students of the University of Art and Design Helsinki, who first founded a 
workshop cooperative association, Hytti, and began regular glassblowing activities within this 
association in spring 1997. 
 
These days, the activities of Glass Studio Hytti are overseen by Anna Schroderus and Esko 
Kurvinen, who have been involved in them from the start. Schroderus mouthblows utility glassware 
that she has designed herself: bowls, vases, tealight holders, drinking glasses, wine glasses, and 
unique works for exhibitions. Kurvinen participates in the creation of utility and unique glassware 
from time to time, but focuses mainly on unique objects in his own work. Schroderus rents the 
studio to a few glass artists, including Sini Majuri and Saara Korppi who create their own works by 
mouthblowing. Over the years, Glass Studio Hytti has offered a traineeship for 12 glassmaking 
students. 
 
Both works of art and utility glassware are created at the studio by mouthblowing. The working 
methods include both traditional and experimental ones: free-blowing, mould-blowing, puntying, 
shearing the glass open and the Graal technique. The doors of the glass studio are always kept 
open on glassblowing days so that the public can freely watch the glassblowing at the door and 
ask questions which the artists will answer if they have time during the work. Glassware is also 
sold at the studio, and Schroderus also provides private lessons in glassblowing basics to her 
customers. 
 
The industrial production of glass takes up space from handmade production. This restricts design 
and the opportunities for artistic expression. The handcrafting process itself, as well as the 
cooperation seen in glass studios, are worth preserving. Glassblowing is a skill that requires not 
only a teacher and instructor, but also a hardworking and determined learner who can keep up with 
repeating the process, practising and experimenting and who even dares to fail, sometimes. 
Learning takes years, and it is never truly finished, as there is always something new to learn. 

well as its transformation at hot temperatures  otherwise, the glass object will break. The skills of 
glassblowing and using furnaces, as well as the skill of designing a utility object or work of art, 
require you to learn about the skills and competencies of the senior craftspeople and cooperate 
with others in the field. 
 
Glass Studio Hytti has participated in the application process for inscribing the knowledge, skills 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity by attending a workshop and sharing information about our 
operations and working methods. We support the application. 
 
Helsinki, 29 November 2021 
 
Anna Schroderus  
 
Esko Kurvinen 
 
Sini Majuri  
 
Saara Korppi 

 





To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

 

Suomen Lasitaiteilijat LASITA ry 

Finnish Glass Artists Society LASITA registered association 

 

Letter of Consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass to be inscribed on 
le Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

 

The Finnish Glass Artists Society, LASITA, was founded in Tampere in 2003. Its purpose is to promote 
cooperation between Finnish glass artists, awareness of and appreciation for the various fields of glass art 
and gain recognition for glass artists. We currently have 40 members. Our members create glass art, such 
as stained glass, glass sculptures and unique glass bowls, as well as utility glass art and glass jewellery. Glass 
artists use various hot and cold techniques, such as fusing, stained glass, lampworking, glassblowing, kiln 
casting techniques, pâte de verre, lead glazing, mosaic, and the lamination and gluing of glass. 

rare 
special skills and facilitate cooperation between glass artists. Our society has organised exhibitions of glass 
art annually since 2005. The exhibitions Stained Glass in Finland (2006) and Secret  New Stained Glass 
(2016) were held at the Finnish Glass Museum in Riihimäki. Our international exhibition, New Glass from 

-
and-greets alongside our exhibitions to share information about the works and the techniques used to 

 

Finnish glassmaking, which started at the Uusikaupunki glassworks in the late 17th century, has decreased 
significantly now in the 21st century and is at a risk of disappearing if attention is not paid to it. Maintaining 
crafting skills requires continuous activity. Through its own operations, LASITA wishes to support the 
inscription of the long-standing tradition and the knowledge and skills related to the glass sector on 

 

 

Salo, 21 November 2021 

Hanna Virtomaa   Merja Virta 

Finnish Glass Artists Society, LASITA  Finnish Glass Artists Society, LASITA 

Chair    Secretary 

 





 

 
 
 
 
 
To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage 
 
 

t of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity 
 
The Nuutajärvi Glass Village Culture Foundation was founded in 2014 with the intention of preserving, 
promoting and supporting the Nuutajärvi glass culture and art and design production, which started in 1793. 

national and municipal authorities, universities, and other educational institutions, as well as foundations that 
fund culture, in order to develop the operating conditions for glassblowing and glass culture. During our 
operations, the Nuutajärvi glassmaker community has grown into the largest cluster of glass artists and 
glassblowers in the Nordic region. 
 
The historical glassworks building owned by our foundation houses a glassblowing school, and exhibitions and 
events related to glassmaking are regularly hosted there.  
 
As the oldest glassworks location in Finland, we are strongly in favour of the application referred to in the title 
and the related safeguarding measures. This is why it was clear to us that we should participate in the preparation 
of the application, e.g. via the forum for the glass sector and the bodies that preceded the forum. We have also 

declaration of intent to the Finnish Heritage Agency in February 2021. Based on 
the provision regarding our purpose in our articles of association, we are obliged to uphold and promote 
glassblowing culture in the future as well. 
 

 

Nuutajärvi Glass Village Culture Foundation registered beneficial foundation 

 

 

Göran Andersson 

Chair 

 



 



To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage 

 
consent for glassblowing to be inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
 
Expression of consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to 
handcrafted glass to be inscribed on 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

The members of the Nuutajärvi Glass Masters Association are professionals of the 
glass sector, glassblowers, artists and designers, about 30 persons in total. The hot 
shop maintained by the association is used by a large number of entrepreneurs and 
artists in the Finnish glass sector who make glass by using traditional glassblowing 

 

The Nuutajärvi Gallery Cooperative, NuGO, has organised extensive glass exhibitions 
since 2007, which have included artists from both Finland and abroad. NuGO also 
works to promote the marketing and recognition of the glass sector. At the moment, 
the cooperative has 7 member companies operating in the glass sector.  

At Nuutajärvi, glassmaking entrepreneurs, the Nuutajärvi Glass Village Culture 
Foundation, and the glassmaking education programme of the Tavastia Vocational 
College form a local network in which know-how and competencies are transferred 
from one craftsperson to the next. Together, the Nuutajärvi Glass Masters Association 
and the Nuutajärvi Gallery Cooperative support the development of the glass sector in 
Finland, the upholding and passing down of traditions, and the networking of 
professionals. 
 
The glassblowers, artists and designers working in Nuutajärvi support the application 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We are in favour 
of the application and the safeguarding measures. We wish to play an active role in 
upholding the glassblowing culture. We have participated in the preparation of the 
application in the forum for the glass sector and have declared our intent to be 
included in the application to the Finnish Heritage Agency in February 2021. 

 
Nuutajärvi, 30 November 2021 

 
Alma Jantunen, Nuutajärvi Glass Masters registered association 

 
Marika Kinnunen, Nuutajärvi Gallery Cooperative NuGO 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Helsinki, 30 December 2021   

 

LLetter of consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
 

Ornamo is an expert association for the design sector founded in 1911. It promotes the work and 
status of designers in society.  The members of Ornamo work in product or service design or 
innovation and development in the private and public sectors. Designers work closely with both 
professional artisans working in the industry and companies that offer handcrafting services 
regarding the development and short-run production of products.  

 

Ornamo is involved in the forum for the glass sector and showcases handcrafted glass art at the annual 
Art and Design Sale and Exhibition. The exhibition showcases both works by the glassblowers 
themselves and the works of designers implemented by glassblowers operating in Finland. 

 

Studio glass, created using challenging handcrafting techniques, results in premium unique art and 
industrial art. Glassblowing and other handcrafting methods are a key part of the research, 
development and innovation operations of the art and design sector, which also promote the 
development of glass design in Finland. Finland has the opportunity to build a reputation of high-level 
competence in the glass sector even in the future, and inscribing the know-how related to handcrafted 

e of Humanity would support 
this development. 

 

Ornamo supports the application and the knowledge, skills and techniques related to glass being 

favour of the application and the safeguarding measures. We wish to play an active role in upholding 
the glassblowing culture, which is why we support the safeguarding measures presented in the 
application.  

 

Salla Heinänen, 

Executive Director 

 







To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

Letter of Consent of SASKY Municipal Education and Training Consortium/Ikaalinen College of Crafts and 
Design for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glas
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

 

The SASKY Municipal Education and Training Consortium includes the Ikaalinen College of Crafts and Design 
(Ikata) and the Tyrvää College of Crafts and Design. SASKY is the largest and most extensive education 

professions. At Ikata, students can obtain vocational upper secondary qualifications, further vocational 
qualifications and specialist vocational qualifications. Ikata provides extensive education in glassmaking 
professions as the only education provider in Finland. The vocational upper secondary qualification in art 
and design involves three professional fields  glassblowing, decorative glass, and jewellery design and 
production. 

We started providing artisan training in decorative glass in 1993, whereas the glassblowing training began 
in 2000 and the jewellery design and production training in 2008. Currently, there are a total of 45 students 
and three teachers in our glassmaking programmes. The education programmes include the various 
glassblowing techniques, making moulds and blocks, sand and kiln casting, lampworking techniques, glass 
fusing and staining, pâte de verre, various cold working techniques, mosaic, glass lamination, and special 
techniques. Recycling and sustainable development play key roles in our studies. Each student has the 
opportunity to learn about the various glassmaking techniques during their studies.  

Glassmaking skills are in danger of disappearing, which is why it is essential that knowledge and skills are 
passed down to and also documented for future generations. Preserving professional skills in Finland is 
important, as is the continued availability of glassmakers. 

Our educational institution ensures that the skills and knowledge related to glassmaking are taught and 
transferred to students. Diverse education in the glass sector ensures that the know-how related to glass is 
preserved. The glassmaking teachers of Ikata and the management of the municipal consortium are 
committed to preserving education in the glass sector and its development. In addition to teachers in the 
glass sector, the competencies in the sector are maintained by the principal of our institutions in the 
Northwestern Pirkanmaa region (including Ikata), Joni Liukkonen, who has a background in glass design and 
glassblowing. It is the objective of Ikata to showcase glassmaking competencies in shared exhibitions and 
work demonstrations, both at trade fairs and sales events. The doors of the glass department open to the 
public twice a year, and groups can also be accepted on visits.  

We have participated in close cooperation within the glass sector both nationally and internationally. At the 
forum for the glass sector, we have participated actively in our role as an education provider. Our students 
are encouraged to participate in exhibitions and competitions both nationally and internationally.  

SASKY Municipal Education and Training Consortium/Ikaalinen College of Crafts and Design provide their 
consent and support the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass being inscribed on 

 

Ikaalinen, 1 December 2021 

SASKY Municipal Education and Training Consortium  Ikaalinen College of Crafts and Design 

Antti Lahti Joni Liukkonen 

Director of the Municipal Consortium Principal 

 





 
 
To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage  
 

s consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted 
 

The Finnish Glass Museum is the national museum of glassware. Its collection aims to provide an overview 
of Finnish glassmaking, production techniques, the operations of the glass industry, the changes in the 
working life, and the history and current state of glass and glass art. It is the only extensive collection in 
Finland on the past and present of glass, which is why its themes, age and scope have historical and 
cultural-political value. 

The Finnish Glass Museum was founded in 1962. Since 1981, it has operated in the old building of the 
Riihimäen Lasi glassworks, which was designed into a museum building by academician Tapio Wirkkala. The 

-Häme region. 
The museum attracts about 40,000 visitors annually, and it employs 12 experts in glass. 

Glassblowing was inscribed on the National Inventory of Living Heritage of Finland based on an application 
from the Finnish Glass Museum in 2017. For a long time, the Finnish Glass Museum has, through its 
operations, promoted the preservation of glassblowing as a living tradition and acted to develop and 

workshops, built exhibition networks and introduced Finnish contemporary artists to glass. In addition to 
measures aimed at professionals in the field, the museum has also undertaken determined PR work and 
attempted to raise interest towards topics related to glass. Things such as influential national and 
international exhibition operations, workshops open to -and-greets, presentations, 
seminars and media coverage are important for the visibility of this sector.  

Over the last few years, the museum has built several new national and international networks among glass 
artists, glassblowers and designers, as well as glass manufacturers and educational institutions in various 
countries. Through the networks, professionals can exchange information and learn from each other. From 
the perspective of preserving and developing know-how, it is essential that both students and experienced 
professionals participate in the networks. 

The Finnish Glass Museum has been involved in launching the preparation of this application, coordinated 
the network, and actively participated in the preparation work and the operations of our international 
group of partners. The Finnish Glass Museum and its stakeholders are committed to upholding and 
promoting the work on intangible cultural heritage related to glassblowing in the future and to support this 
application and its objectives in every way. 

 

Riihimäki, 3 December 2021 

Hanna Mamia-Walther 
Museum Director 
The Finnish Glass Museum  





 
 
 
 
 
To the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage  
 
Expression of consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass to be 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
 
The purpose of the Friends of the Finnish Glass Museum is to support the Finnish Glass Museum and help 
raise awareness of Finnish glass art and glass culture. Our association was founded in 1985, and we have 
about 850 members, many of whom are interested in glass either through their work or hobbies. 
 
We advance our goals in various ways: We support the museum and its exhibitions activities through PR and 
by donating both contemporary glassware and key historical works to it. Since 2014, we have published the 
Yearbook of Finnish Glass, which highlights the creators of contemporary glass, glassmaking methods and 
the history of glassmaking and design in Finland. Every year, we organise two glass-related events called the 

and the selection of vintage and contemporary glassware available. Our association also organises other 
types of activities related to glass, such as glass identification exercises, excursions and lectures. 
 
The Friends of the Finnish Glass Museum support the application and the knowledge, skills and techniques 

Humanity. We are in favour of the application and the safeguarding measures. We wish to play an active role 
in upholding the glassblowing culture. 
 
Riihimäki, 16 December 2021 
The Friends of the Finnish Glass Museum registered association 
 
 
 
 
Jyrki Winter 
Chair of the Board  





UNESCO / the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 

EExpression of consent for the knowledge, skills and techniques related to handcrafted glass to be 
 

The Tavastia Vocational College, a part of the Tavastia Education Consortium, offers national qualifications 
in glassmaking at three levels: vocational upper secondary qualification, further vocational qualification and 
specialist vocational qualification in art and design. The education programme was founded in Nuutajärvi in 
1993. The Iittala Glass Factory also functions as our regular instruction facility. State-funded vocational 
education provided by educational institutions is key to facilitating the continuation and diversity of 
professional skills.  

At the Tavastia Vocational College, the purpose of the glassmaking education is to teach skills needed for 
glassblowing and working in a hot shop. Learning the skill of glassblowing is based on thousands of 
repetitions. Artisans who have completed a vocational upper secondary qualification in art and design 
possess the basic skills of working in a hot shop. The further vocational qualification and specialist 
vocational qualification allow practising glassmakers to gain in-depth knowledge of the basic and special 
techniques of glassblowing. Our students and teachers have participated in several competitions and 
exhibitions in the field, both in Finland and abroad. Our international operations also include workshops, 
field trips, traineeships and student exchange.   

glassblowing techniques between students of art and design and students of glassmaking. Visiting student 
groups have come from Aalto University, HEO Folk High School, Häme University of Applied Sciences, LAB 
Institute of Design and Fine Arts, the University of Lapland, Metropolia University of Applied Sciences and 
the Academy of Fine Arts of the University of the Arts Helsinki.  

In order to develop cooperation between the education programmes in the glass sector, the Tavastia 
Vocational College invited Finnish glassblowing and design teachers, as well as other stakeholders, to a 
forum in April 2019. Since then, the forum for the glass sector has convened at the invitation of various 
operators.  

of the application process together with the Finnish Heritage Agency and the Finnish Glass Museum. We 
support the application and the knowledge, skills and techniques related to glass being inscribed on 

application and the safeguarding measures required. We also actively uphold the glassblowing tradition. 

 

Hämeenlinna, 2 December 2021  

 

   

   
 


