


Translation into English

Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO)

Dear Ms. Director-General,

Sheki, Zagatala, Gakh, Balakan, Ordubad, Barda, Aghdam, Ganja and other cities are
the oldest silk-growing centers of Azerbaijan. The silk produced by communities in
Azerbaijan, distinguished by its high quality, has been exported to European and Asian
countries through the Great Silk Road since the 12th century. The silk, transported by
camels and caravans, played an important role in the establishment of not only trade,
but also cultural and political ties between Azerbaijani communities and the world.

The passing of the Great Silk Road through certain regions of Azerbaijan influenced the
development of silk traditions. Sericulture is not only a field of agriculture, but also an
integral part of our culture and national traditions. This type of heritage, which was
formed thanks to the efforts of communities in several geographical areas throughout
history, has long been and is still highly appreciated by all the people of Azerbaijan.

Sericulture and silk production play an important role in the culture of the communities
living in Azerbaijan and in lives of the local people. In this regard, our organization
supports the inclusion of sericulture and traditional silk production on the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by several countries.
We believe that this step will further increase the public interest in this element and give
impetus to its transmission to the younger generation.

Sincerely yours,

Israfilova Ilahe Qismet g., Chairwoman of Medeni Elagelerin Inkishafina Destek PU
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Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat {izra Birlasmis
Millatlar Taskilatinin (UNESCO) Bas
Direktoru,

Xanim Odri Azuleya
Hoérmatli xanim Bag Direktor,

Azarbaycan gadim zamanlardan bari $argin an béyiik ipakgilik élkasi kimi taninirdi va Sirvan alayati
Azarbaycanda an iri ipakgilik rayonu idi. Bundan basga Azarbaycanin Samaxi, Basqal, Ganca, Saki,
Susa bolgalerinda da ipakgilik istehsali cox inkisaf etmisdir. Bu rayonlarda ipakdan cox gaseng,
bazakli, naxish, zerif gadin bas orpaklari istehsal olunurdu. Azarbaycanda ipakcilik ham gadim
vaxtlarda, ham da miiasir dovrda shalinin asas faaliyyat novlerindan biri olmusdur. Farziyyslers
gors, ipakgilikla baglh islarla burada taxminan 2000 il-dan artigdir ki, masgul olurlar.

Svvallar ipakgilikia saxsi fabriklards, emalatxanalarda sahibkarlar masgul olmus, mahdud sakilds
fealiyyat gostarmislar. Sonralar bu giymatli mahsulun, Azarbaycan ipayinin séhrati ham 6lkads, ham
da xaricds yayilmis, bu mahsula olan tslabat artmaga baslamisdir. Azarbaycan ipakgilik
markazlerindan birina cevrilmigdir, va ipak hatta Sakinin gerbinda da 6z aksini tapmisdir. Azarbaycan
icmalari tarafondsn istehsal edilmis ipak mahsullari diinya bazarlarinda 6z sdéhratini goruyub
saxlamis, bu bdlganin baramas, ipak sapi da yiiksak giymatlandirilmigdir. ipakgilik va ipak toxuculugu
Azarbaycan icmalar tarafindan qorunub salaxlanilir va nasildan nasla étiiriiliir.

Hesab edirik ki, ipakcilivin va ipak toxuculugunun UNESCO-nun Basariyyatin Qeyri-maddi irs
Reprezentativ siyahisina alinmasi bu elementin coxlu dasiyicilarinda bayiik ragbst hissi oyadacaq. Bu
manada taskilatimiz ipakgiliyin va ipak toxuculugunun hamin siyahiya Azarbaycanla bir yerds bir
neca olks torsfinden taqdim edilmasini algiglayir ve UNESKO tersfindsn bu nominasiyani
dastaklanamays cagirir.

Hérmatls, A.S.Mammadov, “ipakgi”, gazetinin bas redaktoru
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Translation into English

Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO)

Dear Ms. Director-General,

Azerbaijan has been known as the largest silk-growing country in the East since ancient
times, and the Shirvan province was the largest silk-growing region in Azerbaijan. At the
same time, the traditional silk production has also developed in the regions of Shamakhi,
Basgal, Ganja, Sheki, and Shusha. In these regions, communities and practitioners
produce well-designed, decorative and elegant women's headdresses and other products
from silk. Sericulture has been one of the major activities of population in Azerbaijan
both in ancient times and contemporary period. According to written sources,
communities have been involved in sericulture and silk production for more than 1000
years.

Earlier, communities were involved in silkworm breeding in private factories and
workshops, and operated in a limited way. Later, the fame of practitioners’ silk products
spread both in the country and abroad, and the demand for silk began to grow.
Azerbaijan has become one of centers of sericulture and silk was even reflected in the
coat of arms of Sheki. The silk production by Azerbaijani communities has carried strong
meaning for the communities locally and have become famous outside the country.
Sericulture and silk production are safeguarded by Azerbaijani communities and passed
down from generation to generation.

We believe that the inclusion of sericulture and silk production in the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity will be welcomed by many
practitioners of this element. In this sense, our organization appreciates the submission
of sericulture and traditional silk production for inclusion on the List by several countries,
including Azerbaijan, and calls on UNESCO to support this nomination.

Yours sincerely,

A.S. Mammadov, Chairman of Ipekchi PU
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Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat tizra
Birlagmis Millatlar Tagkilatinin
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru, xamim Odri
Azuleya

Hérmatli xanim Azuley,

ipakgilik Azarbaycanin milli va madani sanatidir. Azarbaycanda ipakgiliyin inkisafi
asas etibarile gadim tarixa va zangin ananalara malik Simal-Qarb bélgasinin, xiisusila da
Sakinin adi ila baghdir. Burada ipakgilik ananalari asrlar boyu qorunub saxlanilmig, inkigaf
etmis, yerli shalinin hayatinda mihim rol oynamigdir. Sakida ipakgiliyin inkisaf etmasi,
ondan tasarriifat sahasinda genis istifada olunmasi bu diyarda aparilan arxeoloji
tadgiqatlarla siibuta yetirilmigdir.

Azarbaycanda ipakgilik dinyanin bir cox élkalari tglin algatmaz olan alverisli iglim va
munasib tabii-cografi sarait asasinda yaramb va inkisaf edib. Tadgigatgilar geyd edir ki, tut
yarpaginin atlas - ipak parga halina galmasi tiglin ipakgilik tasarriifati ve sanati deyilan pesa
ham inca, ham da olduqca g¢atindir. Ipakgilik va ipak toxuculugu Azarbaycan icmalan
tarafindan qorunub salaxlanilir va nasildan nasla étiriilir. Ipakgilik déviat saviyyasinda
dastaklanilir. 15 sentyabr 2016-ci il tarixda ise dlka Prezidenti ilham Sliyev Azarbaycanda
ipakgiliyin inkisafina dévlat dastayi hagginda Sarancam imzalamigdir. ©sas magsad dlkada
kand tasarriifatinin ananavi sahalarindan olan ipakciliyin inkisafina dévlat dastayini
giiclandirmak, bu sahanin potensial imkanlarindan samarali istifada etmak, ragabat
qabiliyyatini ve barama istehsali ila bagh ahalinin masgullugunu artirmag, maragim
gliclandirmak va sosial rifahimi daha da yaxsilagdirmaqdir.

Hesab edirik ki, ipakgilik va ipak toxuculugu madaniyyatimizin, milli adat-
ananalarimizin tarkib hissasidir. Mahz buna gora taskilatimiz ipakgiliyin va ipak
toxuculugunun UNESKO-nun Basariyyatin geyri-maddi madani irsinin reprezentativ
siyahisina coxmillatli element kimi tagqdim edilmasini tamamila dastaklayir va UNESCO

tarafindan bu elementin tanidilmasinda kém dstarmayinizi xahis edirik.

Hérmatla, .

Sahla Nagiyeva, Uuﬁ/’ .\'
“sénmaz Masal” Madani alagalar Iﬁ/mai I?kl'vmm sadr:
Tel.: (+994) 513652500 gl Y

Email: shnagiyeva@adu.edu.az * "\ r'd



Translation into English

Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO)

Dear Mrs. Azouley,

Sericulture is the national and cultural heritage of Azerbaijan. The development of
sericulture in Azerbaijan is mainly associated with the North-West region, especially
Sheki, which has an ancient history and rich traditions. Communities have preserved and
developed silk traditions here for centuries. This heritage has played and continues to
play an important role in the life of the local population. The development of sericulture
in Sheki and its widespread use in agricultural practices have been proved by
archeological researches in this region.

Sericulture in Azerbaijan was created and developed by communities on the basis of
favorable climate and favorable natural-geographical conditions, which are sometimes
quite rare in other countries of the world. Researchers note that the so-called art of
sericulture and silk production (from mulberry leaves to satin-silk fabric) are both subtle
and extremely difficult. Sericulture and silk weaving are preserved by Azerbaijani
communities and passed down from generation to generation. Sericulture is supported at
the state level. On 15 September 2016, the President Ilham Aliyev signed an order on
state support for the development of silkworm breeding and sericulture in Azerbaijan.
The main goal is to strengthen state support for the development of silkworm breeding,
one of the traditional sectors of agriculture in the country, to effectively use the potential
of this sector, increase employment of the population in cocoon making, promote the
heritage and further improve social welfare of the concerned communities.

We believe that sericulture and silk weaving are an integral part of our culture and
national traditions. That is why our organization fully supports the inclusion of sericulture
and traditional silk production on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity as a multinational element, and we ask for the support of
UNESCO in the promotion of this element.

Kind regards,

Ms Shahla Naghiyeva, Chairwoman of the Sonmaz Mashal PU



Eim, Tahsll va Madaniyyat lizra
Birlasmis Millatlar Taskilatimin (UNESCO)
Bas Direktoru,

xamm Odri Azuleya

Hérmatli xanum Bas Direktor,

Azarbaycamin tabil soraiti bu dlkani bir gox asrlar boyu diinyammn ipakgilik markezlarindan
birina gevirmisdir. Samaxida, Sakide va Azarbaycanin d.i_gar gusalarinds istehsal olunan ipak
parcalar zangin tabiatli diyann bitin ranglarinin cosqunluguny Geinds aks etdirmisdir.

Azarhaycanda ipakeiliyin inkisafinda Sakinin tarixan dziinamaxsus yeri va rolu olub. Boyik [pak
Yolunun dzarinda yerlasmasi Sakida bu sahanin tesokkil apmasina va inkigafina gox biyik
tasir gostarib. Eyni zamanda, ipakgilik bitin tarixl dovelards gokililerin hayatinda ve

maijatinda Gainameaksus yer tutub.

Bu sanatin gadim tarixa malik olmasim va onun yerli zaminda inkigaf edorak yitksalmasini
olkamiza mixtalif dovrlarda tegrif buyurmus acnabi gonaglar ve sayyahlar 6z yazilarinda geyd
etmizlar. Tarix boyu ananavi olarag bir neta cografi makanda tasakkiil tapan bu sanat nivi
biitiin Azarbaycan xalgi tarafindan sevilmis va indinin Gzinda da sevilmakdadir.

Ipak sanati yetarinca milrakkab bir proses olarag, milayyen bir icma halinda birlagen ustalarin
va asrlar boyn masilden-nesils sifahi ereds Gtardlen biliklarin mehsutudur, Bu biliklar aramse
olaraq soziigedan sanatin miayyan sahalari dzra ixtisaslagmis sanatkarlar silalalori hesabina
davam etdirilir va yasadilir. ,

Bununla slagedar ipakciliyin v ipak toxuculugunun icmalar Goiin ahamiyyatini nezars alarag,
taskilattmiz bu elementin bir nega Glks torafindan UNESKO-nun Basariyyetin geyri-maddi
madanl irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasini dastaklayir va UNESKO-dan bu
tagabbise miisbat ray verilmasini xahis edir.




Translation into English

Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO)

Dear Ms. Director-General,

The natural conditions of Azerbaijan have turned this country into one of the world’s
traditional centres of sericulture. In Shamakhi, Sheki and other regions of Azerbaijan,
the communities producing silk fabrics have reflected in their works the diversity of their
nature.

Sheki communities have historically played a special role in the development of
sericulture in Azerbaijan. The Sheki’s location on the Great Silk Road has had a great
impact on the formation and development of sericulture in the city. At the same time,
sericulture has a special place in the life of the local communities in all the historical
periods.

Foreign guests and travelers who have visited our country at different times have noted
in their writings that this heritage has an ancient history and highlighted its development
on the local level. This heritage has traditionally been formed in several geographical
areas throughout history and is appreciated today by all the people of Azerbaijan.

The art of silk making is a result of hard work of practitioners and craftsmen united in a
certain community, thanks to their efforts to pass down this heritage from generation to
generation over the centuries. This knowledge is constantly maintained and recreated
families of practitioners specialized in this.

In this context, taking into account the importance of the sericulture and silk production
for communities, our organization supports the inclusion of this element on the UNESCO
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage and requests to give support to this
initiative.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Deyanet Osmanli (Bayramov), Chaiman of Turk Dunyasi Info PU



Xal¢a Diinyas: Assosiasiyasi/ The World of Carpets Association
Unvan: AZ 4000/Azerbaycan, Quba s..s Qalabas kiic. 26a
Telefon: (+994) 70 781 00 99 (+994) 50 313 00 90

e-mail: worldofcarpet@mail.ru

FB: https:AygunAzerbaijaniCulturalHeritageCarpets

N OOY- 20 LI o Mort 202

Birlagmis Millatlar Tagkilatinin
Elm, Tahsil voa Madaniyyat iizra (UNESCO)
Bas Direktoru, xanim Odri Azuleya

Hormatli xanim Azuley,

Azarbaycan gadim zamanlardan bari Sargin an boyik ipakgilik 6lkasi kimi taninirdi va Sirvan
alayati Azarbaycanda an iri ipakgilik rayonu idi. Bundan basga Azarbaycanin Samaxi, Basqal,
Ganca, $aki, Susa bolgalarinda da ipakgilik istehsali cox inkisaf etmisdir. Bu rayonlarda ipakdan
cox gasang, bazakli, naxish, zarif gadin bas 6rpaklari istehsal olunurdu. Azarbaycanda toxunulan
ipak pargalar va rangarang xalgalar hagqinda isa hatta orta asr manbalari malumat verir.

Azarbaycanda ipakgilik ham gadim vaxtlarda, ham da miasir dévrda ahalinin asas faaliyyat
novlarindan biri olmusdur. Kegmisda baramaciligla soxsi fabriklards, emalatxanalarda
sahibkarlar masgul olmuslar. Hal-hazirda Samaxi, Basgal, Gancs, Balakan, Qax va Saki
fermerlari, kicik muassisalari dovlat dastayi ila baramacgilig inkisaf etdirirlar.

ipayin toxunmasi va ranglanmasi, ham da par¢a (izerina qaynar batik Usulu ila naxig
salinmasinin sirlari da yerli icmalar tarsfindan gorunub saxlanilir. Bu naxiglar yerli sakinlarin
maisatina els darindan daxil olub ki, onlardan har yerds — das lizerinda oymalarda, geyimds,
bismalarin bazadilmasinda istifada olunur.

ipakgilik va ipak toxuculugu Azarbaycanda yasayan icmalarin madaniyyatinda miihiim rol
oynayir. Bununla alagadar bu vacib goxmillatli elementin UNESKO-nun Bagariyyatin geyri-maddi
madani irsinin reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasi dastaklayir va UNESKO-dan bu tasabbiisa
raziliq verilmasini xahis edirik.

Hormatls,

‘ o\ “'f.j%atima Agamirzayeva
«XAL(A DUM'Asz}f‘, .
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Translation into English

Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-
General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

(UNESCO)

Dear Mrs. Azouley,

Since ancient times Azerbaijan has been known as one of the biggest centres of
sericulture and silk production, with its largest region of Shirvan. Communities have
developed silk production in such cities as Shamakhi, Ganja, Sheki and Shusha, as well
as in the Basqal settlement of Azerbaijan. In these regions, practitioners create beautiful
and decorative fabrics from silk, mainly used by women.

Both in old times and today, sericulture has been one of the most important activities of
communities in Azerbaijan. In the past and today, practitioners created silkworm
breeding factories and workshops. Currently, small enterprises and farmers in Shamakhi,
Basqal, Ganja, Balakan, Gakh and Sheki are still involved in the silkworm breeding.

The knowledge of weaving and dyeing of silk products, using patterns, as well as batik-
style embroidery on the silk fabrics, are maintained also by local communities. These
patterns of silk fabrics are so deeply integrated in the lives of local people that they are
used everywhere - in stone carvings, arts, clothing, decorations.

Sericulture and traditional silk production play an important role in the culture of the
communities living in Azerbaijan. In this regard, we support the inclusion of this
important multinational element in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and we ask UNESCO to support this initiative.

Sincerely yours,

Ms Fatima Aghamirzeyeva, Chairperson of Khalcha Dunyasi Association



