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Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-General of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) 

  

Dear Ms. Director-General, 

Sheki, Zagatala, Gakh, Balakan, Ordubad, Barda, Aghdam, Ganja and other cities are 

the oldest silk-growing centers of Azerbaijan. The silk produced by communities in 

Azerbaijan, distinguished by its high quality, has been exported to European and Asian 

countries through the Great Silk Road since the 12th century. The silk, transported by 

camels and caravans, played an important role in the establishment of not only trade, 

but also cultural and political ties between Azerbaijani communities and the world. 

The passing of the Great Silk Road through certain regions of Azerbaijan influenced the 

development of silk traditions. Sericulture is not only a field of agriculture, but also an 

integral part of our culture and national traditions. This type of heritage, which was 

formed thanks to the efforts of communities in several geographical areas throughout 

history, has long been and is still highly appreciated by all the people of Azerbaijan. 

Sericulture and silk production play an important role in the culture of the communities 

living in Azerbaijan and in lives of the local people. In this regard, our organization 

supports the inclusion of sericulture and traditional silk production on the UNESCO 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by several countries. 

We believe that this step will further increase the public interest in this element and give 

impetus to its transmission to the younger generation. 

  

Sincerely yours, 

Israfilova Ilahe Qismet q., Chairwoman of Medeni Elaqelerin Inkishafina Destek PU 

 

 



■ ll'VIN'll'V.ipo#cchi _ i~,o ■ 

.AZaRBAYCAN iPaKc;;iLaRiNiN A<;IQ TRiBUNASI 

r " ... " /pak,:;rnln yar.1d1c1 .i) 
kollekrivlno haqq-&dalar 
u!}runda mObarlza apar­
maqda. blitOn qlivveleri 
seferber ermekde, her 
bir oxucuda m list&qll 
Azarbaycanm s abahma 
inam yar.umaqda b6y0k 
u(Jurlar dileylrom", -

Heyder allyev . 

AZ SSOT, $ .alfl $ah:m, Zlya BIJnylldov ltllqasl, 33 Tel.• ,_ 2-t) 2.U 23 73; (+"4) 55 Tn 23 e.f 

NQ_fi_ L.11Jj 

Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat i.izra Birla~mi~ 

Millatlar Ta~kilatrn,n (UNESCO) Ba~ 

Direktoru, 

xanrm Odri Azuleya 

Hormatli xamm Ba~ Direktor, 

Azarbaycan qadim zamanlardan bari ~arqin an b6yuk ipaki;ilik olkasi kimi tanm1rd1 va ~irvan alayati 

Azarbaycanda an iri ipaki;ilik rayonu idi. Bundan ba~qa Azarbaycanm Samax,, Basqal, Gance, ~eki, 

Su~a b61galarinda da ipakc;ilik istehsal, i;ox inki~af etmi~dir. Bu rayonlarda ipakdan c;ox qa~ang, 

bazakli, nax,~11, zarif qadm ba~ 6rpaklari istehsal olunurdu. Azarbaycanda ipaki;ilik ham qadim 

vaxtlarda, ham da m0asir d6vrda ahalinin asas faaliyyat n6vlarindan biri olmu~dur. Farziyyalara 

gora, ipaki;ilikla bagh i~larla burada taxminan 2000 il-dan art1qd1r ki, ma~gul olurlar. 

avvallar ipaki;ilikla ~axsi fabriklarda, emalatxanalarda sahibkarlar ma~gul olmu~, mahdud ~akilda 

faaliyyat gostarmi~lar. Sonralar bu qiymatli mahsulun, Azarbaycan ipayinin ~ohrati ham olkada, ham 

da xaricda yay1lm1~, bu mahsula olan talabat artmaga ba~lam1~d1r. Azarbaycan ipaki;ilik 

markazlarindan birina i;evrilmi~dir, va ipak hatta Sakinin gerbinda da oz aksini tapm1~d1r. Azarbaycan 

icmalan tarafandan istehsal edilmi~ ipak mahsullari d0nya bazarlannda oz ~6hratini qoruyub 

saxlam1~, bu bolganin baramas,, ipak sap, da yuksak qiymatlandirilmi~dir. ipaki;ilik va ipak toxuculugu 

Azarbaycan icmalan tarafindan qorunub salaxlanihr va nasildan nasla 6ti.irulur. 

Hesab edirik ki, ipakc;iliyin va ipak toxuculugunun UNESCO-nun Ba$ariyyatin Qeyri-maddi irs 

Reprezentativ siyah1sma ahnmas1 bu elementin ,;oxlu da$1y1c1larmda boyi.ik ragbat hissi oyadacaq. Bu 

manada ta~kilat1m1z ipak,;iliyin va ipak toxuculugunun hamin siyah1ya Azarbaycanla bir yerda bir 

nei;a olka tarafindan taqdim edilmasini alq1$lay1r va UNESKO tarafindan bu nominasiyani 
dastaklanamaya i;ag,nr. 

H0rmatla, ~ A.S.Mammadov, "ipaki;i", qazetinin ba$ redaktoru 



Translation into English        

 

 

Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-General of the United Nations  

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  

(UNESCO) 

  

Dear Ms. Director-General, 

Azerbaijan has been known as the largest silk-growing country in the East since ancient 

times, and the Shirvan province was the largest silk-growing region in Azerbaijan. At the 

same time, the traditional silk production has also developed in the regions of Shamakhi, 

Basgal, Ganja, Sheki, and Shusha. In these regions, communities and practitioners 

produce well-designed, decorative and elegant women's headdresses and other products 

from silk. Sericulture has been one of the major activities of population in Azerbaijan 

both in ancient times and contemporary period. According to written sources, 

communities have been involved in sericulture and silk production for more than 1000 

years. 

Earlier, communities were involved in silkworm breeding in private factories and 

workshops, and operated in a limited way. Later, the fame of practitioners’ silk products 

spread both in the country and abroad, and the demand for silk began to grow. 

Azerbaijan has become one of centers of sericulture and silk was even reflected in the 

coat of arms of Sheki. The silk production by Azerbaijani communities has carried strong 

meaning for the communities locally and have become famous outside the country. 

Sericulture and silk production are safeguarded by Azerbaijani communities and passed 

down from generation to generation. 

We believe that the inclusion of sericulture and silk production in the UNESCO 

Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity will be welcomed by many 

practitioners of this element. In this sense, our organization appreciates the submission 

of sericulture and traditional silk production for inclusion on the List by several countries, 

including Azerbaijan, and calls on UNESCO to support this nomination. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

A.S. Mammadov, Chairman of Ipekchi PU 
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ipakc;:ilik Azarbaycanin milli va madani sanatidir. Az.>rbaycanda ipakc;iliyin inki$af1 

asas etibarila qadim tarixa va zangin ananalara malik ~imal-Qarb bolgasinin, xiisusila da 

~akinin ad, ila baghdir. Burada ipakc;:i lik ananalari asrlar boyu qorunub saxlanilm1$, inki$af 

etmi$, yerli ahalinin hayatinda muhiim rol oynam1$dlf. ~akida ipakc;:iliyin inki$af etmasi, 

ondan tasarrufat sahasinda geni$ istifada olunmas, bu diyarda apanlan arxeoloji 

tadqiqatlarla siibuta yetirilmi$dlr. 

Azarbaycanda ipakc;ilik diinyamn bir c;ox olkalari iic;0n alc;atmaz olan alveri$1i iqlim va 

miinasib tabii-cografi $,Hait asas1nc!a yaramb va inki$af edib. Tadqiqatc;ilar qeyd edir ki, tut 

yarpag1111n atlas• ipak parc;:a hahna galmasi uc;iin ipakc;i lik tasarrufat1 va sanat i deyilan pe$a 

ham inca, ham da olduqca c;atindir. ipakc;:ilik va ipak toxuculugu Azarbaycan icmalan 

tarafindan qorunub salaxlamhr va nasildan nasla oturuliir. ipakc;:ilik dovlat saviyyasinda 

dastaklanl lir. 15 sentyabr 2016-c, ii tarixda isa olka Prezidenti i lham oliyev Azarbaycanda 

ipakc;iliyin inki$afma dovlat dastayi haqqmda Sarancam imzalam1$d1r. asas maqsad olkada 

kand tasarrufatinin ananavi sahalarindan olan ipakc;iliyin inki$afina dovlat dastayini 

guclandirmak, bu sahanin potensial imkanlarmdan samarali istifada etmak, raqabat 

qabiliyyatini va barama istehsali Ila bagh ahalinin ma$gullugunu artirmaq, maragm, 

giiclandirmak va sosial rifah1m daha da yax$1la$dirmaqdir. 

Hesab edirik kl, ipakc;illk va ipak toxuculugu madaniyyatimlzin, mllll adat­

ananalarimizin tarkib hissasidir. Mahz buna gora ta$kilat1m1z ipakc;:iliyin va ipak 

toxuculugunun UNESKO-nun Ba$ariyyatin qeyri-maddi madani irsinin reprezentativ 

siyah1sma c;:oxmillatli element kimi taqdim edilmasini tamamila dastaklayir va UNESCO 

tarafindan bu elementin tan1d1lmasinda kom ostarmayinizl xahi$ edirik. 

Hormatla, 

~ahla Nag1yeva, 

"Sonmaz Ma$al" Madani olaqalar ic;/imai tiicli','inin sadri 

Tel.: (+994) 513652500 1 ! \ 
Email: shnagiyeva@adu.edu.az . ~~.., 
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Translation into English        

 

 

Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-General of the United Nations  

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  

(UNESCO) 

  

 

 

Dear Mrs. Azouley, 

Sericulture is the national and cultural heritage of Azerbaijan. The development of 

sericulture in Azerbaijan is mainly associated with the North-West region, especially 

Sheki, which has an ancient history and rich traditions. Communities have preserved and 

developed silk traditions here for centuries. This heritage has played and continues to 

play an important role in the life of the local population. The development of sericulture 

in Sheki and its widespread use in agricultural practices have been proved by 

archeological researches in this region. 

Sericulture in Azerbaijan was created and developed by communities on the basis of 

favorable climate and favorable natural-geographical conditions, which are sometimes 

quite rare in other countries of the world. Researchers note that the so-called art of 

sericulture and silk production (from mulberry leaves to satin-silk fabric) are both subtle 

and extremely difficult. Sericulture and silk weaving are preserved by Azerbaijani 

communities and passed down from generation to generation. Sericulture is supported at 

the state level. On 15 September 2016, the President Ilham Aliyev signed an order on 

state support for the development of silkworm breeding and sericulture in Azerbaijan. 

The main goal is to strengthen state support for the development of silkworm breeding, 

one of the traditional sectors of agriculture in the country, to effectively use the potential 

of this sector, increase employment of the population in cocoon making, promote the 

heritage and further improve social welfare of the concerned communities. 

We believe that sericulture and silk weaving are an integral part of our culture and 

national traditions. That is why our organization fully supports the inclusion of sericulture 

and traditional silk production on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity as a multinational element, and we ask for the support of 

UNESCO in the promotion of this element.  

Kind regards, 

Ms Shahla Naghiyeva, Chairwoman of the Sonmaz Mashal PU  

 

 

 



Hllrmatll xanim &JJ Dlrek.tor, 

Elm, Tahsll va Madanlyyat ilzra 

Blrla$ml$ Mlllatlar Ta$kllattrun (UNESCO) 

B:a$ Dlrektoru, 

xantm Odrl Azuleya 

Azorbaycanm tobll f)raitl bu olkl>nl bir fOX osrlar boyu dilnyamn ipokfillk morkozlorlndon 
birino ~•irm~dir. $amaxida, ~kido va Azorbaycanon digor gu§olotindo istehsal olunao ipak 
par~Janangin tabiotli dlyann bOtlin ranglarlnln co,;qunlugunu ozunda oks etdlrml$dir. 

A2arbaycanda 1pok~llyho 1nk1$0finda ~klnln tarlxon ozilnomoxsus ycri vo rolu oiub. Boyuk lpak 
Yolunun Uwrindu yerl~m->$i Sakida bu sahanin ro~oKkOJ tapmasma WJ inki§afina ~ox bOyil.k 
tasir gostarib. Eyni zamanda. ipok~ilik biitun tarlxl dovrlorda ~kililarln hoyatmda vo 
mal$-)tinda 6":iln&maxsllsyer tutu b. 

Bu sa~tin qadim tnrixo malik olmas101 Vil onun yerH 7.dminda inki~ edarok yiiks:1lmasini 
ollmmizo miixtalif dovrlordo ~rif buyunnu§ ocnabi qonaqlar v;, s;,yynhlar oz yazolannda qeyd 
etml§lar. Tarlx boyu onanovl olaraq blr nes;, coArafl makanda t)~kkOI tapan bu sanot noVO 
bUtnn A1.arbayc-an xalq1 tar;:ifindan sev1Jml1 va indlnln &zilnda da .scvllmakdadlr. 

lpak sa.n;;,ti yetarinca mOrokJwb bir proses olaraq. muamn bir icma hahnda birle.~n usta.lann 
va osrlar boyu 1Tasildan•nasil• §ifahi b>rzd• otuoiilan bfllkl•rin mahsuludur. Bu billkler arnmsr, 
olaraq sOztlgedan sanatin moayyan sahalari Oiro lxtlsa.sl3$ml$ sanatl<arlar s0lalalar1 hesabona 
davam etdlrtllr v; fa$ad1hr. 

Bununla alaq&dar lp•k~llyin va ipok t»xut:ulugunun icmalar ii~Qo ahamiyyatln[ naiara alaraq, 
~kflam,111. bu efomentln hlr n~ olk-a tarafindan UNF.SKO~nun Bartriyyatin qcyri-maddl 
m3dani irs-inln reprezentativ sfyah1stna daxil edilm::.sini dostaklayir va UNESKO•dan bu 
t8§Qbb0.sa miisbat ray verihn...sini xah~ edir. 

HOrmatla, 

''Turk Dilnyaso Info" lctimai Blriiyinin sadrl.: 

; TDIB 1 
• :--,..--:; ,!> 
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Translation into English        

 

 

Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-General of the United Nations  

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  

(UNESCO) 

 

 

 

  

Dear Ms. Director-General, 

The natural conditions of Azerbaijan have turned this country into one of the world’s 

traditional centres of sericulture. In Shamakhi, Sheki and other regions of Azerbaijan, 

the communities producing silk fabrics have reflected in their works the diversity of their 

nature. 

Sheki communities have historically played a special role in the development of 

sericulture in Azerbaijan. The Sheki’s location on the Great Silk Road has had a great 

impact on the formation and development of sericulture in the city. At the same time, 

sericulture has a special place in the life of the local communities in all the historical 

periods. 

Foreign guests and travelers who have visited our country at different times have noted 

in their writings that this heritage has an ancient history and highlighted its development 

on the local level. This heritage has traditionally been formed in several geographical 

areas throughout history and is appreciated today by all the people of Azerbaijan. 

The art of silk making is a result of hard work of practitioners and craftsmen united in a 

certain community, thanks to their efforts to pass down this heritage from generation to 

generation over the centuries. This knowledge is constantly maintained and recreated 

families of practitioners specialized in this. 

In this context, taking into account the importance of the sericulture and silk production 

for communities, our organization supports the inclusion of this element on the UNESCO 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage and requests to give support to this 

initiative. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Deyanet Osmanli (Bayramov), Chaiman of Turk Dunyasi Info PU 
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Birla~mi~ Millatlar Ta~kilatmm 
Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat uzra {UNESCO) 
Ba~ Direktoru, xamm Odri Azuleya 

Hormatli xanim Azuley, 

Azarbaycan qadim zamanlardan bari Sarqin an boyuk ipak~ilik olkasi kimi tanmird1 va Sirvan 

alayati Azarbaycanda an iri ipak~ilik rayonu idi. Bundan ba~qa Azarbaycanm Samax1, Basqal, 

Ganca, Saki, Su~a bolgalarinda da ipak~ilik istehsall ~ox inki~af etmi~dir. Bu rayonlarda ipakdan 

~ox qa~ang, bazakli, nax,~11, zarif qadm ba~ orpaklari istehsal olunurdu. Azarbaycanda toxunulan 

ipak par~alar va rangarang xal~alar haqqmda isa hatta orta asr manbalari malumat verir. 

Azarbaycanda ipak~ilik ham qadim vaxtlarda, ham da muasir dovrda ahalinin asas faaliyyat 

novlarindan biri olmu~dur. Ke~mi~da barama~1llqla ~axsi fabriklarda, emalatxanalarda 

sahibkarlar ma~gul olmu~lar. Hal-hazirda Samax,, Basqal, Ganca, Balakan, Qax va Saki 

fermerlari, ki~ik mGassisalari dovlat dastayi ila barama~1llg1 inki~af etdirirlar. 

ipayin toxunmas1 va ranglanmasi, ham da par~a Gzarina qaynar batik Gsulu ila nax,~ 

sahnmasmm sirlari da yerli icmalar tarafindan qorunub saxlanihr. Bu nax,~lar yerli sakinlarin 

mai~atina ela darindan daxil olub ki, onlardan har yerda - da~ uzarinda oymalarda, geyimda, 

bi~malarin bazadilmasinda istifada olunur. 

ipak~ilik va ipak toxuculugu Azarbaycanda ya~ayan icmalann madaniyyatinda mGhGm rol 

oynay,r. Bununla alaqadar bu vacib ~oxmillatli elementin UNESKO-nun Ba~ariyyatin qeyri-maddi 

madani irsinin reprezentativ siyah1sma daxil edilmasi dastaklayir va UNESKO-dan bu ta~abbGsa 

raz1llq verilmasini xahi~ edirik. 

Hormatla, 

"Xal~a Dunyas1 Assosiasiyas1" iB-in preziUl:~"'-""' ,,,,,..,.,,..,.,_ _____ ~~tima ~gamirzayeva 
. 
Ii 

/ 
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Mrs Audrey Azouley, Director-

General of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization  

(UNESCO) 

 

 

 

Dear Mrs. Azouley, 

Since ancient times Azerbaijan has been known as one of the biggest centres of 

sericulture and silk production, with its largest region of Shirvan. Communities have 

developed silk production in such cities as Shamakhi, Ganja, Sheki and Shusha, as well 

as in the Basqal settlement of Azerbaijan. In these regions, practitioners create beautiful 

and decorative fabrics from silk, mainly used by women. 

Both in old times and today, sericulture has been one of the most important activities of 

communities in Azerbaijan. In the past and today, practitioners created silkworm 

breeding factories and workshops. Currently, small enterprises and farmers in Shamakhi, 

Basqal, Ganja, Balakan, Gakh and Sheki are still involved in the silkworm breeding. 

The knowledge of weaving and dyeing of silk products, using patterns, as well as batik-

style embroidery on the silk fabrics, are maintained also by local communities. These 

patterns of silk fabrics are so deeply integrated in the lives of local people that they are 

used everywhere - in stone carvings, arts, clothing, decorations.  

Sericulture and traditional silk production play an important role in the culture of the 

communities living in Azerbaijan. In this regard, we support the inclusion of this 

important multinational element in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and we ask UNESCO to support this initiative. 

  

Sincerely yours, 

Ms Fatima Aghamirzeyeva, Chairperson of Khalcha Dunyasi Association 

  

 

 


