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MIHICT3PCTBA KY Jib TYPbl P3CIIYEJDKI EEJIAPYCb 

Re~u CLT I CIH I ITH 

26.03.2015 ,N'Q 11-06/1491/H Le U .. OCT. 2015 

. 
lllCT 

IOHECKA N° ···-~~~$.$ ......... .. 
Ce.KTap HeManpbllUibHaH K)'JibT)'pHaii 
CU8Jl1IbiHhl 

1, Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris - Cedex 15 
France 

IlaBIDKaHhl cna,n;ap/ cna,n;aphiiDI, 

r3ThiM nicTOM Mid BhiKaJBaeM CBae JK8,Il;a.HHe HaMiHipaB~b a,n; P3Cny6niici. 
Eenapycb 3neMeHT HeManpbDIJibHaii K)'Jib'I)'PHaB crr3,l(lihlHhl "CB~TKa.BaHHe y 
roHap iKoHhi Eo>Kaii Mao.i liyJJ;cnaycKaii (liy)J;cnaycKi cp3cT)" y P3np33eHTaTLI}'Hhi 
meT HeMaT3pbDIJibHaH K)'Jib'fYPHatl cna,nlfidHhl qanasenTsa. 

TbiM camiM Mhi na,nKpxniBaeM BAAiiCae 3Haq3HHe Ey)J;cnaycKara 4>3C'I)' ,n;AA 
6enapycKd: ricrophli i K)'JibT)'phi. r3Ta rra,n3eJI a6' JJ,ZJ;HOYBae Thlc.srqy JIIO)J;3eH 3 

ycix lcyTKOY :Senapyci i i.mnLix KpaiH i crrplillle Mipy i 3ro.n;3e naMiJK iMi. 

HaMiHaqndiHM cpopMa npbiKJia,nae~ma. 

3 nasaraii, 
HaMecHiK MiHkrpa KYJIDTYPDI AmnccaH,llp JlnKO 



l\UHICT3PCTBA KYAh TYPhl 
P3CITYfiAIKIEEAAPYCh 

n~acn c:--1 ficp<:.:-.rnr.ara5', 1 I . 22000)!. r. \! iH..:K. 
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Nomination into the 
Representative List 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
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MINISTRY OF C ULTURE 
REPUBLIC OF BELARUS 

Pr. Pt.:ramozht$:lu. II. 220004. \ !insL 
R.:puhlit.: of Belaru:; 

idcphvne 3':'-li<~ \)3 75 7 . :a:, 375-t7-203 % 4.5 
v:naii: mini:'tCrSt\ o.'i/'!.;.u ltw-a.b_ • 

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
. ..... ..__ 

I Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 

\\ ith this letter we vvish to support the nomination of the Celebration in Honor 
of the Budslaft Icon of Our Lady (Budslaft Fest) for inscription on the 
Representative List of intangible Cultural Heritage ofHumanity. 
\\'c want to underline the significance of the Budslaii Fest for the Belarusian 
history and culture. This event units thousands of people from Belarus and 
other countries and promotes peace and the consent between them. 
The nomination is attached to this letter. 
Your faithfully, 

Deputy l\1inister 

' . 

7 I r 

t I 1 !)-!l ., 
fJ/jl.t .,.._ 

A. Yatsko 



J>biMCKa-KaTaJJiuKaH napa«j)iH 
Cs. ChiMOHa i Cs. A~leHbl 
PJcny6.liKa lie.TJapych 
l\1iHCK 

Romana Catholica parochia 
s. Simonis et s. Helenae 

Republica Belarus 
Minsk 

syn. CasewKa5'1,15, 220050, r. MiHCK. 5enapycb, W+37517 200-44-1 5, fax +37517 200-55-61. 
pa3niKOBbl paxyHaK N2 3015000003111 , tCOA 601 , cp-n 500 MY OAO «AC5 5enapyc6aHK» r. MiHcKa, 

santOTHbl paxyHaK USA N2 3015523600017, santOTHbl paxyHaK EURO N9 3015523600020, 
KOA OKnO 14549959, YHH 100582070 

15, Sovietskaya str., 220050, Minsk, Belarus, 'ir+37517 200-44-15. fax +37517 200-55-61, 
conto N2 3015000003111 , conto USA N2 3015523600017, conto EURO N2 3015523600020 

in philial 500 of «Belarusbank» 
W\VVv.churct1minsk by. e--ma1l : church __ minsk@nsys.l)y 

.M . 0!>. LOIS, 
- - -------~ ........ ----.... 

N2~l.!::/ 

To: M-mc C. Om elk. 

UNESCO Intangible Herir·.tge Section 
I, Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris - Cedcx I 5 
Franc~ 

DaBaiK<HJa51 cna:IaphiH51 .LlioBa:n)! 

Ila }lapyt.OfiJIIO KaH<pep"JHilbii 1\lll <LliUKix oicKyimY I>c.lapyci. Irpallly ~1iiKypa.:.taBbl 

1\a\Ji r n IOIIECKA rm axon~ IICXHIT'-l J1hHI:JhHaii K~ : rJ>rypHaii CII<LPihlllhi yr\.JI0%11lh 

UC\ICIII IIC\Ian pbHJ:II>Haii KY.'II>Typllaii Cfi<LFib!Hbi : .. Ypat.II>ICii.Kilb y r<n.ii) :· J:,,ld;l.l<:!.w: 

Ma11i bOiKalf fiy:tc:ra)fo;:aH ( .. J)y; tc:IaYcKi <P)n .. ) .. y PHIJ1T3ei''''II>JYIII)J C1ilc 

Ile!\Hrnp1>15l:I bHaii K~ :1 h rypnan cmttt.I biHhi Ya.·wnt>u ma. 

5lr~ KCCILT3 •. D I\all. Ilpo6all!ll 1\acni!.Ja Cmn~>IX Chl\IOlla i :\: tcHhl Y \ ·1iHcl\y . 

.J<K'Jc .:.(IJb!K ricTOJ1hli hy.Jc:JaycKix ClUJ I b!H5I5;· ~~ upbi !\HliO y~ue. r y D) : tuaYtKaii 
ni.lirpb1.,11lbi 3 1992 r. 3·Hy.l51IOC5I iHilllMnapa\1 i apraHi'3aiapa\l .. uoc11aii'· (6e·3 l'iKhl) 

nin irphl\IKi :Ia l'B51Thllli 3 • 1iHCI\)" y })y.JcJa)i ( 1\(1.1 151 200 1\~1 ). rli :Iilphl\11\a ~UOh!BaCU!la 

JJ\?Hnuy Ka: J51 mmi :ne11. Y eli np~>nraJOUh y _ne:J :uo.-ni )"cix y·3po~: t ay. I h11 nc.T~ClJbl 11a 

!Uiii~Kacui nrara IU.151Xy • . 'no..:ni 3 .10n~acwo nepaHuomh HrO. 6o ix ao· }[ uto~'· Bae I~L' p<t. 

;~·xn)/Hbl Y3.lbi~I j l\a.lCKTbl);Jia51 e;l!JaCilh . fla .Jap03C ni:Jirpbl\lbl I:)'CT)1HI\Ll< •lii.hl 'l t i. ):• i,l\i; 

:r[(l.Bh~J i. Jta·mmouh rin opbllo po:mara Kpmo. l\tO:J5!llUa 3a fl51t-.IOI '.I I hi'\. I:· ;ye \t<U i r iJa :r:! 

\1aui f)()il\ali by;ICJ!a)''cl\alf. 511\YIO t.lh!TaJOilb IICI ll)JHU511'Y )'C5In.l na.lO\IIIIIIT!Hl. 

Ily:wmopHa\IY a0pa3y nphiCBt:lJaHa 11.5l~HLla :Iyxo)illhiX neceHh. ~Ki51 ria.JlJac 11J:I51XY 

Cf151BaJOilb ni:Jir·phl\1bl. r ·.rra Tpa!lh!Ubl~l. 51Ka5! !\IaC )'il\0 .10)iry10 rinopbHO. 3al'Ta~Ullll 

:.H~T) a: !b!Iafi i ci?IHI5!. 

\1aui 5o~Ka}{ by:Ic:ra)'TKa51 -~ ·Hy:I5T~UIW amii\)HKali yc~ll bc:1apyci. a D).x.wyc1~i 

<Jncr -· ci,ma:Ja\1 Halllaii !latUMJHa: lhHCII1 i.DHThflii!acni. 



YKJIIo~rnuH: YJXPibicracui Y rouap ywaHaB:mwi Maui f)oiKaii By:tc:Jaj'cKaii 

(ny.1c.1a)'cKi <PJCr) y P·mpT3CHTaThiYHbi cnic He:o-.Ianph15I:IbHati KYJihT)lHiaii cua;·pn,mhi 

qa:IaBetnBa ..]31BOJiillh )3H5Hlh IlJBCTbliK rTrara CB51Ta. Il31Ilhlphlllh CTUCyHI\:i ne:Iapyci "3 

iHWhnii KpaiHa\li. Ka.l~KThiYIW5I e;macub i napa3y:o-.temre. rpa:o-.Ia;ICKi ,.1hi51.lor. 51Ki5I 

Il:.liiYIOilb II3.1lf3C ny,lC.laycKara <Jl·.Kry. :\fOf)"Ub CTaqr, .lOOpi,l:\1 npbll\:."Ia.-~a:\1 ..JJUI ycix 

.1w:neii. 5IK IP'J6a IIa3651rauh Kawh.liKiav. iKhiUh \ i 3fO!I3e. naBaiKat.Ih i :oo6iuh iHWhiX. 
'P • • ,I / 

Kci'!U3. ,nKan. 1~ ··~/;~/jJJ 
npo6aiwr Kacne:m CB51ThiX CI>niOIIa · A:.teHhl 1t!.y.;-HU3ic:.<,Y 3aRa.lbH.io~ 

r. 1\·fiiiCK -: •. 
.... a - I 



Dear M-me C. Develle, 

To: M-me C. Develle, 

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris - Cedex 15 
France 

On behalf of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Belarus I wish to support 

the nomination: 'Celebration in Honor of the Budslau Icon of Our Lady ('Budslau 

Fest')' for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

of Humanity. 

As a Priest, Dean of the Catholic Church of St. Simon and Helena in Minsk, 

a researcher of the history of Budslau shrines, I has took part in the pilgrimage to 

Budslau since 1992. Since that time, personally, I was the initiator and organizer 

of the "lean" (without food) pilgrimage to the shrine from Minsk to Budslau 

(about 200 km). The pilgrimage on foot takes about five days. It is attended by 

people of all ages. Despite the difficulties of the way, people can easily do it. The 

belief, spiritual uplift and collective community unite them. On the way pilgrims 

meet different people, study the history of the native land, praying for the sick. 

There is a prayer to the Budslau Icon of Our Lady, which is read throughout the 

pilgrimage. Many spiritual songs were devoted to the miraculous Icon. Pilgrims 

sing them during the journey. This tradition, which has a long history, remains 

relevant today. 

The Budslau Icon of Our Lady is the patroness of Belarus and the Budslau 

Fest- a symbol of our national identity. 

The inclusion the Celebration in Honor of the Budslau Icon of Our Lady 

(Budslau Fest) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity will raise the prestige of this holiday, expand relations between Belarus 

and other countries. Collective unity and mutual understanding, social dialogue, 

dominant during the Budslau Fest can be a good example for all people how to 

avoid conflicts and live in harmony and respect for each others. 



Uladislau Zavalniuk, 

Priest, Dean of the Church of St. Simon and Helena in Minsk 



MITP AIIAIDT APHMI KYPblJI MIHCKA-MAriJIEYCKAM APXI,Z:V,IJm3311 
PbiMCKA-KATAIDJ..U(ArA KACr_mEJIA Y P3CIIYEIDQI>I EEJIAPYCb 

.M! 106/K/15 
30.03.2015 

IOHECKA 
CeKTap HeMaT3pbUIJibHa:H K)'JibrypHa:H 
cna,z::pn,IHhi 

1, Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris - Cedex 15 
France 

llaBIDKaHhi cna.n;ap/ cna.n;apbiiDI, 

r3TbiM JiiCTOM Mbl BbiKa3BaeM CBae )l(a,Il;aHHe HaMIHlpaBaQb a,n; P3cny6niKi 

Eenapych 3JieMeHT HeMaT3pbUIJibHaH KYJihTYPHail cna,n;lfhiHhi "CBjiTKaBaHHe y 

roHap iKOHbl oO)I(aH MaQi Ey,ncnaycKa:H (Ey,ncnaycKi <l>3cT)" y P3np33eHTaTDI}THbl 
nicT HeMaT3pbUIJihHaH KYJihTypHaii cna,n;lfhiHhi qanaBeQTBa . 

.5IK ApQbi6icKyn i MiTpananiT MiHcKi i MarineycKi , jl xaQey 6bi na,n;Kp3CJiiQh 
BMiKae 3Haq3HHe Ey,ncnaycKara <l>3cry, ricTopb:rn j{Kora BMOMa 3 17 cTarOM3jl, 

Ko)I(Hbi ro,n HanaqaTK)' nineH.sr TbiCjllfhi BepHiKay i ninirphiMay 3 yce:H Eenapyci i 
iHIIThiX KpaiH HaBe,nBaiOQb HeBMiKae M.HCT3qKa Ey.n;cnay Ha na)THoqHbiM 3axa,n;3e 

MiHcKa:H Bo6nacQi, Ka6 npbiiDIQb y,n3eJI y Qy,no)'Ha:H QbipbiMOHii y roHap iKOHbi 

OO)I(aH MaQi Ey,ncnaycKaH. r3Th1 a6pa3 3'.sr)TJI.HeQQa p3JiiKBi.sr:H ycix 6enapycay, a 
Ey.n;cnaycKi <l>3cT axiHae CB.HTJIOM i lfhiCQiHe:H ycix, XTO .n;anyqaeQQa ,na .srro. EH 
npaMayAAe Mip i 3ro.n:y Mi)l( mo,n3hMi Ba yciM cBeQe. 

3 naBaraii, 

Apxi6icK)'ll Ta,n;3ym KaH,n:pyceBiq, 
MiTpananiT MiHcKi i MarineycKi 



CCRIA METROPOLITANA 
l\I! NSCEJ\SIS-MOH I LO\' I E~SIS 

••i. i({"•:vlut~ !c nmt!<L L.i . 220030 MH~>k . &-b. u~ 
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Dear Sir or i'v1adam. 

MITPAnAJIITMibHAR KYPbiR 
~11 HC KA-MA fiJl EYC KAM APXI1lb!Rl{33H 

Pbi\I CI\A- KATAJllUKAD\ r~ACUEJIA 
Y PaCfiY6:11Ub! 6E:IAPYCb 

Bp. P J !J<Ll!CIIbltlH.'li, , Ia. 22(Jl\'}() r ~!!u ::u . p-_,._ rrv6.1tKa & .j,!P'\<:1> 

: ... L/4-a t ..-Jij ! 7 203 {)A 4-- l. '.f."- ttt- -37~ 17 22-3·90!-)'2 
r· rtuul· ar;;hrtiGCe;-J , c:uhoiJC bv 

P.1p 3•~1 5 1 0::-l<'J~Sof! l :l P.o:·I,! HaJlbH:lJ! ll~ l fi Kl~Wt; i (!I'J 
A·\T ·onc.ctept,un; r: '.hul'r: . m.r. l :;i '1!0 136!.i 
Y!-irl 10 l 5tia:,l63 O!inO :1 7?ti62-l5 

LIN ESCO Intan!.!ihle I kriwg~ Section 
'- '-

1 Rue ~-1iollis 

75731 Paris Cedex 15 
France 

With thi~ letter\\ e \\ish to suppMt the nominatilm of the Cdehration in 
llonor of the Buds laO Icon of Our Lady (Buds laO Fest) lor inscription on the 
Repres~ntatin: List of intangibk Cultural Ht?ritag~ of Humanity as guard~d by 
Ul\ESCO. 

1\s th~ Archbishop l'vktropolitan ofrvlinsk- Mahileou. I wish to und~rlinc 
th~ s ignili canc~ 0fth~ BudslaO 1-'cst" histmy since the 17th century. EYer) ~~ar in 
rh~ beginning of .lui~ thLlUsands of bdi~\ crs and walking pilgrims from Belarus 
and oth~r countri~s \'i s it Budslati. the \ill age in rvtinsk region (North- \Vcst~m 

part of lklaru~) to take part in the wondcrful ccrcmon~ in honor of thc Buds laO 
Icon of Our Lady. This kon i~ a considcn.:d a relic of Bdarusian peopk. l11t.· 
t~sti\ al has hecom~ \·aluable fort:\ eryone \\ ho has C.:\ er j1Jim:d the holine:;s and 
purit~ of traditinnal celebration. This e\ ent promotcs p~:ace and the.: consent 
bet\\ cen peoplc oYer the \\or! d. 



UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
I, Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris- Cedex 15 
France 

Kara11iuKa~ cynonLHacuh EyncnaycKaii 6aJi.rriKi (Kacuena YHe6ayJHU,WI 
Haiica~u,eiiwaii TiaHHhi MapLii) 3B~praeuua 3 npocL6aii a6 yKniOli3 HHi 3JleMeHra 
He:-.mnpwiJILHaii KynLrypHaii cna.UYhiHhi "YpaYLicracuh y roHap ylllaHaBaHHH 

Maui oo:iKaH By.ucnaycKa.H ("Ey.ucnaycKi qncr"t y P:mp:neHTaTLIYHhi cnic 
He.ManpLIHJl hHaii KynLrypHaH cna.llllhiHhi Yanaaeuraa. 

Ko:iKHhi ro.J, Mhi aKTbi)/Ha pLIXTYCMCH i nphiMaeM ynJen y Ey,uc.;mycKix 
ypatihiCTacuSix. l...I;JJihi ron npaxon3iUL nep3rpbiHaUbi.SI CB.SJTora a6pa1a. EH 
na,uapo:iKuiqae na yceii Benapyci, 3 a.n.Hoii KaraniuKaii napaq>ii .n.a .n.pyroii . Mbi 
BeJi bMi raHapblMC.SJ , WTO Uy.Ja;:J,3eHHYJO Eync.'laycKyJO CB.SJTbiHJO BC.ll310Ub na yceil 
Eenapyci, HHa 3'~ym1euua an~KYHKaii Halllara KpaiO. 

CrapaiKhiTHhi Ey,1cJ1ay Jayce!lbi pa.abi nphrMaUh racueii niJiirpbt:vtay He 
TOJlhKi 3 Eenapyci, a.1e i 3 iHWbiX KpaiH. 

Mbr cna.n.JHel\fc~ , wro yKmOliJHHe Ey.n.cnaycKara qncry y 
P3np:neHTaTbi YHhi cnic HeManphi.SJJi bHaH KYJILTypHaii cna:P-tbiHbi 6y)l3e aKTaM 
nawaHhi i cycaeruara nphnHaHWI Hawaii cnanlihiHhi, :J,aCUb HOBbi iMn)'.lbC 11.!151 

,D.yxoyHara pa3BiUU51 He TOJILKi KaTOJiiKay BeJtapyci, aJie i yc ix xpbiCUiHHCKix 
Kau<t>ecifi y cneue, 6y.rn e cnphi~Uh aryJILHaqananeqa:-.ty llhiHJiory i napa3yMeHHJO 
naMi)K .1JO.'l3h~t i. 

A.n. By:~c naycKaii napa(l>ii : , 

, -~.: ' ~' . . ' v /_. - , t tM h.L t t l (.. - 'V, .... ,K!t/ 
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UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris- Cedex 15 
France 

The Catholic community of Budslau Basilica (Church of the Assumption 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary) requests to support the nomination: 'Celebration in 

Honor of the Budslau Icon of Our Lady (Budslau Fest)' for inscription on the 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Every year, we are actively preparing and taking part in the celebration. 

During the whole year the Peregrination of the Holy Icon takes place. The Icon 

travels across Belarus, with one Catholic parish to another. We are very proud that 

the miraculous shrine of Budslau is known throughout Belarus, it is the patroness 

of our land. 

The ancient Budslau are always happy to invite visitors and pilgrims not 

only from Belarus, but also from other countries. 

We hope that the inclusion of Budslau Fest on the Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage will be an act of worship and world recognition of our 

heritage, will give new impetus to the spiritual development not only Catholics in 

Belarus, but also of all Christian denominations in the world, will contribute to a 

common human dialogue and understanding between people. 

From Budslau parish: 

To: M-me C. Develle, 



I>Y,lCJIAYCKI 
CC~IbCKi BbiK3WlY'Ibl K:HiiTJT 

l\1 smJe:n,c..:anl l\tinc..::tii noll.lacui 
Ryn. CaBCUKall. 13, 22237-1. ar. 6y.'Ic.1ay 

Ml1.13C.lbCKara pat!Ha \lliHcKail noGn .. 
P·Kny6:1iKa f>e.1apycb 
T 1.1. (l ·aKc: 8 0 !>97 _;I .\ 97 
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I>Y,llCJIABCKIIli 
CC.IbCKIIif IICII0.11111TC.'lbllblif KO:'\IIITCT 

:\ln.1e:n.c..:oro paiioua MIIIICKOii ou:laCTII 

y.11. CoBeTcKall. 1.1. 22237-1. ar. 6y.1c.1aa 
\1ll.JC.lbCKoro pai-ioHa M1mcKoi1 o6.r1.. 

Pccny6mrKa 6c.1apycb 
I e:1 ·~l•m.;,:: X 01 797 31 -l '11 

<:·m::il: l'utlslu mdbo' _;,,, 

;o~llofil<·~lOII'"l'r, '1!11< ;Qt;' .<J l ( \IIllO U«1fl(!' 7 lJ&!I • I~ 
· 5~ur . .crlf!._J('". • ,:~ ~" 

To: M-mc C. DuYelle, 

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
I. Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris - Cedex 15 
Fran ct.: 

i\.1 iM}I il\oixapoy ai r oy..1c:Iay ~-:ipayuirnna IiyJic:wycr;:ara cc:rLc~>:ara canent 
3BJJpTaenua Jta MiiKypa.:.wnara ~>:a\tiTna na axone He~t:rnpwr.lhiiai1 K)'JJhTypHali cnn..Jllblllbi 
3 npoc1>6aH rw;npbi!>Jaith H~ntiuam.uo: .. YpallhiCTacuh y nmap yruaHaBai!IISJ Mani bo/Kan 
oy;ICJTaYcKail ( .. J)y..'ICJraycKi (D:KT .. )'. .'lJUI )iK.lJQli)JIJI}J y l'1np13CHTJTI.I)!Hhl cnic 

HC:'IIaT3phl)lilhHai1 K)'.' lhTypHafi Clla: ttfJ.IHhl lf(LTIUBCJliBU. 

i'v1}1Cl!OBI>HI il\hJXapbl a!J })y,!lC:tay H<I.'!<IIOUh B}l.liKae 3H<llDHIIC cnai:.t CB}IThlWIM j 

K)'JlhrypHai1 cua.H%Illt:. llam Kpaii :.we 6anrryro ricTopwo i ca~ta6t.rmyJO ~-:y:H>rypy. 

ncpmae YJra:lBallliC npa l)y_J,C:Iay y lliChl\10BhiX KphiHiuax a;uwciuua :ta XVI CT. y 1613 L 
y f>y . .1CJiaBC 3.5IBiYC51 uy.UJTI30flHhl aCip113 1aui f)OiiGlil fiy;JCJIC:.l)\:1\ali. }IKi. :H \l; U-!1:1 3 
,1 LTCII!~ati. 61.ry Han icaHhJ y l :' R9 r. y Phr \lC I!CB}I;l0\1 hi~~ ~tac 1 Ul\ll\1. 3 ·l hi X Yacoy 

a;r3H~l'l~ll uwt po3Hhl}l ll).' lhl. ·m5!1JilWJ ·{ r·.nhl\·1 :tGJ a3a\1. i t'ta 5Jro i ycix "~' II\())' Be, lap) ci i 
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Dear M-me C. Develle, 

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, Rue Miollis 
75732 Paris- Cedex 15 
France 

On behalf of the residents of Budslaii village the Budslau Village Council makes 
a request to the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage to support the nomination: "Celebration in Honor of 
the Budslaii Icon of Our Lady ("Budslaii Fest")" for inscription on the 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

We attach a great importance to our cultural heritage and shrines. Our region has a 
rich history and unique culture. The first mention about Budslau relates to the 16th 
century. In 1613 in Budslaii the miraculous image of Our Lady appeared. 
According to the legend, it was painted in 1589 in Rome by an unknown artist. 
Since that time we observe various miracles associated with this icon, and 
thousands of pilgrims came to Budslaii from Belarus and other countries. Every 
year on the first Saturday of July Budslaii welcomes guests and celebrates Budslaii 
Fest. 
In 2013, when it was a 400-year anniversary of the miraculous icon, a small 
Budslaii was visited by about 40,000 pilgrims and believers, not only Catholics, 
but representatives of other religions. 

Budslaii Fest is a symbol of unity of people of different worldviews, religions and 
social groups. This is an good example of sincere cooperation, respect and love to 
near. 
We are pleased to welcome guests in Budslaii and hope that the inscribing of the 
element of our intangible cultural heritage on the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity will help to spread the knowledge about 
our historical and cultural heritage over the world and thereby enrich the cultural 
diversity. 

P.V. Shvajkoiiski, 
Chairman of Budslaii Village Council 


