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MWHUCTEPCTBO 3A KY/ITYPA HA
PENYBNNKA MAKEAOHWIA

Hema cpue WTo He pacTpenepysa Kora Ke ro CaylHe TaTHEeKOT Ha TanaHoT CO pUTamoT
Ha Konauka. Bo T0j cuneH aonup Ha gywara, BACTUHCKM Ce AO0XKMBYBa HaweTo ButucyBare oa
namTusek. lypu ce Be3e opoTo Konauyka v xapu 1M neye u pacnnamtysa M paaysa v 6o0aum u
BOCKpEBa, 3amarnyBajku ro NpocTopoT CO NPaBoT 04 urpata Ha cobopuwTeto. Co UCTMOT TOj
TpeneT, HUE OCHUBAYUTE M YNeHOBUTE Ha 3apyxeHueto donknopHa rpyna KOMAYKA o4 C.
Opamue, lenyeso, ja pasame oBaa

COTNACHOCT

e 30 HayuoHanHomo ¢honkopHo 006po ,Konauka- cobopcko opo 00 ceno Apamue,
NMujaney” 0a dude Homunupano 3a enuwysarse 60 PenpeseHmamueHama aAucma Ha
HemamepujanHu KyamypHu Hacnedcmea Ha YHECKO.

Op 2012 HaBamy, ja cTaBuBMe Ha yBuAa Hawata 6Horata apxuBcka ¢oTO0 M BUAEO
OOKYMEHTauMja U o 3a40801cTBO copaboTysasme co MUHUCTEPCTBOTO 33 KyATypa v YnpasaTta
33 3a3lTUTa HA KYATYPHOTO HAacnencTBo, Ha C€O34aBarbeto Ha BUAeOoTO M usbopor Ha 10
¢doTorpadmm Kou ce BO NPUNOT HA anauKaunjaTta.

Co noywuT,
09.04.2014 —
C. lpamue - '0"49 30r KOMAYKA c. [lpamue, [lenueso
3 3\ Npercegaten
FKONAYKA S amurap Yaynoun
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3apyxenne doakaopra rpyna

B KONAYKA
ENYSBIKA MAKELOHUJIA fnraz-210
JMUHUCTEPCTBO 3A KYNTYPA Bp. Ll e
Yipaea aa sawruta na kyntyprote Hacneactao 09 .04 20777 roi
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/ZFK KOPACHKA
President Dimitar Uzunski
kopackadramee @yahoo.com
To
Ministry of Culture of

Republic of Macedonia
Cultural Heritage Protection Office

There is no heart that doesn’t tremble at the thunder of the drum with the rhythm of
Kopachka. In this powerful touch of the soul. one can truly experience our existence from
times immemorial. While the dance Kopachka is woven and burns and stings and torches
and rejoices and hurts and transcends. blurring the space with the dust of the dance of the
assembly. With that same tremble, We. the founders and members of the Organization
Folk dance group “Kopachka™ from village of Dramche. Delchevo, hear by give this

APPROVAL

o for the national folk asset “Kopachka™ social dance from the village of Dramche,
Pijanec to be nominated for possible inscription on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.

From 2012 onward, we gave at the disposal of the Ministry of Culture and The Cultural
Heritage Protection Office our rich photo and video archive and actively collaborated
with them in creating the video and the selection of 10 photographs as an addendum to

the application.
Respectfully,

09.04.2012
v. Dramche

ZFK KOPACHKA
D;aa\})che. Delchevo
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NEMYEREA 4% S

OMIUTUHA AENYEBO E

FpagpoHavYanHuk

“Ceeto3ap Mapkosuk® 7, 2320 flen4yeBo
Ten./®akc: +389(0)33 411 550
e-mail: opde@sonet.com.mk
www.delcevo.gov.mk

PEMNYBNNKA MAKELOHUJA
HIWHUCTEPCTBO 3A KYRTYPA

Ynpaca 33 33WTHTA Ha KynTypHCTO HACnescTao Jilo)
"‘"“""‘"“"”'C e MWHWUCTEPCTBO 3A KYNITYPA HA
"ﬂuﬁ"(ci /)
s ap— o] Uj wh PENYE/IMKA MAKELOHMIA
pl.: o e Ynpaga 3a 3aLWTuTa Ha
Mo )-\ \31/ 6 KYNTYPHOTO HacNeacTBo
[TounTyBaHH,

O Moe NUMYHO HMMe, M O HWMETO Ha onuwTHHA /lesyeBo, ja JaBaM oBaa
COr/IaCHOCT 3a HOMHHHpake Ha HalleTo TpaAHLMOHaNHO opo Konaukama, Ha
PenpeseHTaTHBHAaTa JIMCTa Ha HeMaTepHjaJlHO KyJATYpHO Hac/JeACTBO Ha
yopewTBOTO HAa YHECKO. OnmutuHa /JenyeBo cBojaTa noAJpuika Ha GposkaopHaTa
rpyna ,Konayka“ja faBa noBeke rojMHH HaHa3aj, NpeKy GHHAHCHCKA A0TalMja 3a
HUBHaTa TroAuWlIHa paboTa, KaKo WM 3a HHUBHO MeryHapOAHO IpPEeTCTaByBake.
HamiTe Hamopu Kako OMIUTHHAa o0JaT M BO HAacoKa Ja T'M IOTTHKHeMe
MOBO3PAaCHUTE TparaHH Ha 3aeJHULATa, aKTHBHO Ja Ce BKJAy4YyaT He CaMo0 BO
NMpakTHKyBawe Ha KomaykaTta Kako MHOrYy BaKeH Jes 0J TpaAulivjaTa Ha OBOj
MUCTOYEH peruoH oA MakejoHMja, TYKy Ja OMAAT Aea WM 0J aKTHUBHOCTHTE HaA
HCTOMMEHOTO 34 PYKEHHeE.

CeecHH 3a 6p30TO HCYe3HyBake Ha TpaAMlLHMjaTa U HeMaTepHjajHaTa
KyJTypa, I'J1aBHaTa LeJs LITO cakaMe Jia ja NOCTMrHeMe CO HallaTa NojJpllKa Ha
aKTUBHOCTHTE Ha 3ApyxeHuetro ,Komauka“ Kako KyJTypeH TreHepaTop BO
OMUITUHATA, € Ja [OCTUTHeMe TMpaBHU/EeH MNpPEeHOC Ha 3HaewaTa 3a Halara
TpajuLMja Ha IOMJIAJUTe reHepaLuH.

OTTaMy M HawaTa NOCBETEHOCT W COTJIaCHOCT 33 HOMMWHALMja Ha OpPOTO
Konauka Ha Penpe3senTaTuBHaTa Jlucra Ha YHECKO.

Co noyHur,
Jendyeso 17.04.2014 'PAJOHAYAJIHUK
apko lllexTaHcku
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Str. “Svetozar Markovic* 71, 2320 Delcevo
tel/fax: +389(0)33 411 550
e-mail: info@delcevo.gov.mk

www.delcevo.gov.mk
PEMYBINNKA MAKEACHWJA

MUHMUCTEPCTEBO 3A KYATYFA

W: o MUNICIPALITY OF DELCEVO @

Yrpaca 33 32WTHTA Ha KyRTyphaTs HACNERCTED
CKONJE . 10
o 05 G20y MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF
A e | REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
!b Uiﬂ ‘") | ‘ Cultural Heritage Protection Office

Dear madam/sir

In my personal name and in the name of the municipality of Delchevo, | hereby give
this approval for the nomination of our traditional social dance Kopachka for
inscription on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.
The municipality of Delchevo, gives its support to the folk dance group “Kopachka”
for several years now, by financial donations for their annual work, as well as for
their international representation. Our efforts as municipality are focused on
stimulating the senior citizens to actively participate not only in public practicing of
Kopachka dance which is very important part of the tradition of the East region of
Republic of Macedonia, but also to take part in the activities of the folk dance group
that bears its name.

Aware that this tradition is quickly fading, the main goal for our support of the
activities of the dance group “Kopachka” as a cultural generator of the municipality,
is to transfer the knowledge about our traditions to the younger generations.

Hence our dedication and approval for the nomination of the social dance Kopachka

to be inscribed on the representative list of UNESCO.

Respectfully,
Delchevo 17.04.2014

Mavyor,
Se/htanski
PLAC2) 7




R0y KEHVe HB POAROKPAjHI aBTODH

PENYBNUKA MAKEOOHUJA “Tinjare<Ks r1ac”
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34apyxeHue Ha POAHOKPajHU asToOpPU
Mujaneuku rnac flenyeso
2320 fenyeso
qlas_pijanecki@yahoo.com

Ao

MUHUCTEPCTBO 3A KYNITYPA HA
PEMNYBJIMKA MAKEJOHWNJA
YnpaBsa 3a 3awTtuTa Ha

KyNTYPHOTO HacneacTso

MounTyBaHu,

Hun npuuuHyBa nocebHa YecT ga ja Aageme oBaa COrnacHOCT 04 MOe fIMYHO uMe, oA
umeto Ha M3BpwHMOT 0abop W YNeHoBUTE Ha 3APYXKEHWETO HA POAHOKPAjHU aBTopU
JMujaHeukn rpac’ - [enueBo, Kako noadplika Ha HOMUHauujaTa Ha cobopckoTo 0opo
,Konaukata“, 3a snuwysarwe Bo YHECKO-BaTa PenpeseHTatusHa nucrta Ha HemaTepujanHo
KyNTYpHO HAcNeAcTBo Ha YoBelTBoTO. 3apyxeHueTo ,[njaHeuku rnac’ so 2009 rogura 3a np.
naT ucnpat¥ MHWUMjaTMBa 3a npornacysawe Ha Konmaukata 3a KynTypHO HacneacTBO Ha
Penybnuka Makenonuja. Mspasysame OnarogapHocT Ao MuHucTepcTBOTO 3a KynTypa
YnpaBaTta 3a 3awTuTa Ha KynTYpHOTO HAcMeacTBo, LWITO ja noaapxaa HawaTta waeja ga ro
3awTuTuMme opoTo Konadka of HannueoT Ha rnobanu3auuckute npouecu Kou HocaTt ,HOBW
Tpaguuuun®. Bo nogroToBkaTa Ha NNaHOT 3a 3advyByBare Ha Konaukata Ha HaUMOHANHO HUBO,
ocobeHo BaxHa bewe cTpydyHaTa nomow of UHcTuTyToT 3a dhonknop ,Mapko LleneHkos" of
Ckonje. BepyBame peka co BrnuwysaweTe Ha cobopckoTo opo Konadka op c. [Opamue,
aenyescko, Bo PenpeseHTatuBHata Jlucta Ha YHECKO, jaBHocTa ke gobue cBecHOCT 3a
CTapocTa W 3HauyeweTo Ha oBa onknopHo Aobpo. Buaejin Bo nogroToBkata Ha oBaa
annvkauvja CcMe BKIyYeHM Of CaMMOT MNOYETOK W CO HEeTprneHue o4veKkyBame YCneLwHo
3a0Kpy)XyBare Ha MpPouUecoT Ha HOMWHauWja, ja faBaMe HawaTa cornacHoct ga Penybnuvka
MakegoHuja ro HomuHupa opoto ,Konauka“ og c. fipamuye 3a snuwysarwe Bo YHECKO-Bata

PenpeseHTaTUBHaTa NUCTa Ha HemMaTepujanHo KyNTYPHO HacneacTBo Ha YOBELTBOTO.

Co nouur, A
[leneso ZZgPA HMJA:}CéMKL{I'/I’J'IAC Nenveso
14.04.2014 % Mpetcepaten |

Mepea Cidjarogcka

Ol



PEMYEBIVNKA MAKEQOHWJIA
MUHUCTEPCTEBO 3A KYATYPA
Ynpaea za 3aWruTa Ha KynTypHOTO Hacnescrad

CKOTJE
ffonuenc: ___t_/’la,fb(‘f . /./Ldl,,
“Cpr. Eans, B i TP Bpesracr i Do saTopn
TO 3 ‘\pg h,{ *MujmHeuxky rnac”
MINISTRY OF CULTURE=~= Sk ' g (1302 -0
OF REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA [t 0% 0d? -
Cultural Heritage Protection Office fenueao

Dear madam/sir

It is with great pleasure that we are giving this approval, in my own name and in
the name of the Executive board and the members of the Organization of Native Authors
“Pijanecki glas™ — Delchevo, as a show of support for the nomination of the social dance
“Kopachkata™ for its inscription in the Representative list for intangible cultural heritage
of UNESCO. In 2009, the NGO “Pijanechki Glas™ for the first time put forward an
initiative for proclamation of the Kopachka as a cultural heritage of Republic of
Macedonia. We are grateful to the Ministry of Culture and the Cultural Heritage
Protection Office for supporting our idea for the protection of the oro Kopachka from the
globalization processes that bring forward “new traditions”. During the making of the
national plan for the protection of Kopachka, the expert assistance provided by the
Institute for Folklore “Marko Cepenkov” from Skopje was of exceptional value. We
believe that by inscribing the dance Kopachka from the village of Dramche. Delchevo on
the Representative List of UNESCO, the public will gain awareness for the age and the
significance of this folklore asset. Since we are involved in the preparations for this
application since the very beginning and are eagerly awaiting its conclusion, it is with
great pleasure that we give our support for our country Republic of Macedonia to
nominate the oro “Kopachka” from the village of Dramche to be inscribed in the
UNESCO’s Representative list for intangible cultural heritage of humanity.

Respectfully,

Delchevo ZRA PIJANECKI GLAS Delchevo
14.04.2014

President
g||Persa Stojanovska
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Cxonje, 30.03.2011 rop.

NMUCMEHA TTOTBPIA

Co oBaa nmucMeHa noTBpAa MUHUCTEPCTBOTO 3a KyaTypa Ha Penybauka
MaxkeznoHuja NOTBpAyBa AeKa Ap)KaBaTa-yieHKa Ha [KOHBeHLMjaTa 3a 3alUTHTA
Ha HEMATepPUjaJIHOTO KyATYPHO HACNEACTRO

PENNYBJINKA MAKEZIOHUJA

€ CcorjacHa HeMmaTepHjajHOTO KyATypHO [0Opo, BO COMCTBEHOCT Ha
Peny6nuka MakenoHuja, MMEHYBAHO KaKo

,KOMAYKATA" - MALLIKO COBOPCKO OPO O[1 CEJIO JPAMVYE,
[TMJAHEL

Ja buge HOMMHMpaHO 32 BNMIIyBawe Bo Perpe3eHTaTHBHa JKCTa 3a
3aIUTUTAa Ha HEeMaTepujajJHOTO KyJTYPHO HACNeACTBO Ha YOBELUTBOTO Ha
YHECKO, BoctaHoBeHa co KoHBeHlMjaTa 3a 3aliTMUTa Ha HeMaTepujalHOTO
KyATYpHO Hacneactso of 2003 roguvHa.

HomuHauMjata e NMoArorBeHa CO COFJIACHOCT, CopaboTka M aKTUMBHO
y4ecTBO Ha JIoKajJHaTa CaMoynpaea, JIokasTHaTa 3aeiHULA, IPYNM W JIMLa KoY ce
HOCHTENH Ha 10o6poTo.

Moarorsu: Msona Oneryecka - Tarapuencka o, 7 s Qv 1)
o A i

Oaobpw: jlngnja Tony3soscka {J“

Cornacen: Mpuna [lumoscka - lHlokaposcka | |




REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
MINISTRY OF CULTURE

Minister

Skopje, 30.03.2011
35-84/0

LETTER OF CONFIRMATION

It is hereby confirmed from the Ministry of Culture of Republic of
Macedonia that the State Party

REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

Agrees to have the intangible cultural property of the Republic of
Macedonia, entitled

“KOPACHKATA”- MALE SOCIAL DANCE FROM VILLAGE
DRAMCHE, PIJANEC

Nominated for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, established by the Convention
for the safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003.

The Nomination have been prepared with the cooperation and
participation of the local self-government, the communities, groups and
individuals the property relate to.

Elizabeta Kancheskds 1] )Vsksr, MA

(/




ONMWwTUHA AENYEBO
['pagoHavanHuK

agpeca : M.M.Bpuuo 40, fen4yeBo
Ten: 033/413-521 dhakc: 033/411 550
E-mail:opde@sonet.com.mk
www.delcevo.gov.mk
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MunHUCTEepPCTBO 3a KyNnTypa

YnpaBa 3a 3awTnTa Ha KYNTYPHOTO
HacneacTBo

lMounTtyBaHW,

Co oBoj pgonuc OnwTtuHata [endeBo noTBpAyBa Aeka e cornacHa

HemMaTepujanHoTo KyNTypHO 406PO MMEHYBaHO Kako:
»,Konaykata” - mawko cobopcko opo of ceno [lpamuye, MNujaHey

Aa buae HoMUHUPaAHO 3a BNUwyBake BO PenpeseHTatnBHara mcta Ha YHECKO
3a HemarepujanHo KynTypHO HacefCcTBo.

Hu npeTcTasyBalle 0co6eHO 3a40BOMCTBO WTO CTPYHHUTE CNYXOU Ha onwTuHaTa,
3ae4HO CO TUMOT UcTpaxyBauu og MHcTuTtyToT 3a dhonknop ,Mapko LleneHkos” —

Ckonje, y4ecTByBaa BO NpoOLECcOT Ha NoAroToBKa un u3paboTka Ha HoMuHauwjaTa.

Henyeepo, 28.03.2011 roa. MrPALOHAYANTHWK
% ¥ Fopaf Manewescku




Regu CLT / CIH /ITH

te | 01 AVR. 201

MUNICIPALITY OF DELCEVO

Address: ,,M. M. Brico” 40, 2320 Delcevo, Macedonia
tel: +389(0)33413521
fax: +389(0)33411550
E-mail:opde@sonet.com.mk
www.delcevo.gov.mk

To Ministry of Culture
Cultural Heritage Protection Office

Respected.

With this letter. Municipality of Delchevo, confirms that it is agreeable. intangible
cultural heritage named as:

"Kopachkata” - male social dance from village of Dramche, Pijanec region
to be nominated for inscription in Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of

Humanity.
It was our pleasure that the professional services of the general municipality. together

with the team of researchers from the Institute of Folklore "Marko Cepenkov" - Skopje.

took part in the process of drafting and preparation of the nomination.

With respect,

Delchevo. 28.03.201 1 Mavor of city of Delchevo

A 'wa'laleshe\'ski

-




30pyxeHue Ha POOHOKPajHKU aBTOPHU
Mujaneukw rnac Jenyeso
,CBeTo3zap MapkoBuk" 66

2320 JenyveBo
glas pijanecki@yahoo.com

++38970917038
SaHE HE DGR AT Oo
R RS MunuctepcTBo 3a KynTtypa Ha

0. 020244 /A Penybnuka MakepgoHuja
00.03. .44 Ynpasa 3a 3aliTUTa Ha KyITYPHOTO
) r;ﬂt Ji res,

Tas .}’;_,__,’(‘,’1 * HacneacTeo
COINACHOCT

Co oBoj gonuc, 3apyXeHUeTo Ha poaHokpajHu asTopu [lujaHedku rnac” [endyeso,
noTepAyBaMe [eka Hue ce corflacyBaMe, HemaTepujanHoTo KyNnTypHO [o6po BO

concTBeHOCT Ha Penybnuka MakeoHuja, UMeHYBaHO Kako:

,Konaukara” — mawko cobopcko opo og ceno fipamue, MujaHey

Aa 6buge HoMUHUpaHo 3a enuwysare Bo YHECKO-sata PenpesenTtatusha /iucra 3a
HemarepujanHo KyaTypHO HacnegecTBo Ha HoBewTBoTo eTabnupaHa co KoHBeHuujaTa 3a
3awWTuUTa Ha HemaTepujanHoTo KynTyYpHO HacneacTeo og 2003 roguHa.

Oaa HomuHauuja bewe nofroTBeHa €O y4ecTBO W copaboTka Ha HOCUTEeNnUTe Ha

NPenoXeHOTO HemMaTepujanHo KyJITYpHO A06PO a KOW Ce Haluu YNIEHOBY,

Co nouwur.
28.03 2011 +3PA ,,ﬂmjaH&[mm rnac" [lenveso
peTcegaten
MNepca CyojaHoscka
; £, 7
N 1'/
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i
Native authors association N° qu!IU .............
“Pijanecki Glas” Delchevo
»Svetoazar Markovik® nn

2320 Delchevo

glas pijanecki@yahoo.com
++38970917038

) . ; r‘;";:j;;:,‘. To
“Finjaneuiy rnac” Ministry of Culture

so 0302~ -H412 Cultural Heritage Protection Office
L3 ol e

Denves

15

Confirmation letter

With this letter the Native authors association “Pijanecki Glas” Delchevo, confirm that we
agree. to have the ICH property of Republic of Macedonia entitled

"Kopachkata” - male social dance from village of Dramche, Pijanec region

Nominated for inscription on UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity, established by the Convention for the safeguarding of ICH for 2003.
This Nomination has been prepared with cooperation, and participation of the bearers of the

proposed Intangible Cultural Heritage.

With respect

.
28.03 2011 ;/";;(lv\ Native aythors association

§ /,\J’uanu i Glas™ Delchevo

resident
ersafSto dnowl\a

/"/




Regu CLT / CIH /ITH

te {01 AR 201
N q:’”"j 3 MINISTRY OF CULTURE
CULTURAL HERITAGE
PROTECTION OFFICE

Dear Sirs,

As regards your request for a view on the traditional dance, I would like to offer the

following statement:

The Kopacka is the gem of the Pijanec dance folklore. It 1s the finest and most valuable piece of
cultural heritage 1n the field of traditional dance, left to us by our forefathers who used to live in
Prance. It 1s a male wadinonal dance, a real challenge for even the best of performers, created and

improved by them and for them.

It 1s an old social traditional dance. I leamt of this dance when T arrived as a young teacher at the
village of Dramce. I first witnessed the dance at their assembly at Prophet Jeremiah’s Day in 1959.
Thev were dancing 1t accompanied by two drums. Only the best dancers would start the “oroto”
‘the dance}. The changes in rhythmic combinations brought the dancers to a full folkloric trance
whereby they would dig at the earth with their left feet. That is why the dance 1s called the Kopacka
{Digging Dance). There was a Jot of dust, which the dancers did not mind but, on the contrary,
excited them even more, so they would start the dance again. It was then that the Kopacka grew on
me and has remained part of my life to this day. I gathered the members of the male folk dance
aroup trom the village of Dramce with great enthusiasm and the best of mtenuons. 1 re-established
the group m 1961 and first performed with them at the regional festival in Stip, where we were
ranked sccond. The following year we performed in Kocani and we have been doing it ever since.
We have had numerous performances at the most renowned traditional folk dance festuvals, won
prizes and recognition, but the greatest recognition of all is a heartfelt applause from the audience. 1
first acted as manager and then started dancing as well, which 1 have never given up. The Kopacka
creaws numerous organizatonal problems for me, bur also gives me immense pleasure with every

performance. The Kopacka is my life. It has kept me 1 its grip for over fifty years. As soon as [ put



on the traditional costume, I am not the man I was before. I become a man of the past. The feeling
is incredible and could only be experienced wearing the traditional costume and dancing the

Kopacka from the village of Dramce.

I used 1o go 1o assembly days in other villages near Dramce. T was watching the dancers there since
assembly davs were a natural festival of traditional dances, songs, instruments and dresses. There
were special preparations for them. The dancers from all villages would come together and dance
their “ora” (chain dances), while singers were performing their songs. New costumes were first worn
on assembly day for evervone to see. There was great competuon in dancing, singing and playing
tradivonal mnstruments. The dancers who wished to dance the Kopacka first had to pay a drummer.
‘Then he would get the gpaskar — the final dancer in the line — and then other dancers would join .
The best dancers would go on the “top” of the dance.

There are differences in style and manner of dancing benween villages. There are hence several

versions of the Kopacka, such as the one from Istibanja, Kamenica, or Malesevo.

‘The most original, authentic, and stylistically distinguished is the Kopacka performed in the village
of Dramce. It has four rhythmic and dance segments: Sctanica (Promenadce), Sitnoto (Quickstiep),

Prendacka (Mover), and the IKopacka (Digging} part.

Macedonian ethnochoreology classifies it with the dances of the agrarian cycle. The labour feature of
the dance should not be disregarded but other instances could be found in it as well. Those four

different rhythmic and dance combinadons involve contents from this people’s past, such as:

1. Setanica is the slow part performed with slow steps recalling the arduous and
difficult life under Ottoman rule;

2. Sitnoto is the quick part signifying the organizing of our people i thenr fight for
freedom;

3. Prefrlacka is a quicker part meant to represent the movement of freedom fighters
from one postition to another, and

4. Kopacka signifies open combat.



The waditional Kopacka dance from the village of Dramce is a rare original and artistic dance from
the Pranec region. It is the gem of the Pijanec folklore. It is appealing to the eye, filled with nich

rhythms and favoured by dancers.

That 1s the reason its stylized version found its place in the medley Istocna Makedonija-Istocnote (Eastern
Macedozna-Easterr: Dance). Arts and culture associations have had great success with this medley all

over the world.

But, there is a difference between the pure source and its cover.

There are no more “sobor” (assemblies) and “soborski denovi” (assembly days) nowadays,
espectally 10 villagers in which the Kopacka was once performed. Not only have the “sobori”
(assemblics) ceased to exist, but the number of people i the villages concerned has been going
down rapadly. If the vouth used to learn the Kopacka at the “sobort” (assemblies), nowadays they
could witness its original form as performed by the IKopacka Folk Dance Group from Dramce. It
continues to nurture, safeguard and popularise this beautiful dance that has earned its place among

the long Iine of wonderful Macedonian traditional dances.

I am completely aware of the fact that the Kopacka is not only the cultural hertage of Pijanec and
Macedonia, but also of the world, so I would like to support the idea, on my and the behalf of the
Kopacka Folk Group, of the dance in its original being nominated for the UNESCO Representatve

List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Dimitar Uzunski N
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