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M~H~CTEPCTBO 3A KYJlTYPA HA 
PEnY6Jl~KA MAKEfJ.OH~JA 

HeMa cpu,e wro He pacrpenepysa Kora Ke ro CllYWHe rarHe>KoT Ha ranaHoT co pr .. naMoT 
Ha Kona4Ka. Bo TOj Cl11leH AOn11p Ha AYWaTa, BI1CTI1HCKI1 ce AO>KI1ByBa HaWeTO 611TI1CyBal-be OA 
naMTHBeK. fJ.ypl-1 ce se3e oporo Kona4Ka 1-1 >t<ap~-1 1-1 ne4e 11 pacn!laMrysa 1-1 paAyBa 11 6oJ111 11 
socKpesa, 3aMarllysajKI1 ro npocropor co npasor OA 11rpara Ha co6op11wrero. Co 11Cn1or roj 
TpeneT, Hl1e OCHI1Ba411Te 11 41leHOBI1Te Ha 3Apy>t<eHI1eTO <l>OJIKilOpHa rpyna KOnAYKA OA C. 
,D,paM4e, ,D,e114eso, ja AaBaMe osaa 

COrJlACHOC T 

• 3a HaquoHanHomo c/JonKopHo oo6po ,,Kona"'Ka- co6opcKo opo oo ceno ApaM"'e, 
nujaHeq" oa 6uoe Ho.uuuupaHo 1a anuwy6albe eo Penpe3eHmamuaHama nucma Ha 
HeMamepujanHu KynmypHu Hacneocmaa Ha YHECKO. 

OA 2012 HaBaMy, ja crasi1BMe Ha YB11A Hawara 6orara apx11scKa <t>oro 11 BI1Aeo 
AOKyMeHrau,l1ja 11 co 3aAOBOilCTBO copa6orysasMe co MI1HI1crepcrsoro 3a Ky11rypa 11 Ynpasara 
3a 3aWTI1Ta Ha KYilTYPHOTO HaclleACTBO, Ha C03AaBal-beTO Ha B11AeOTO 11 11360pOT Ha 10 
<t>ororpa4>1111 KOI1 ce so np11110r Ha anlli1KaU,11jara. 

Co no41-1T, 

09.04.2014 
C. ,D,paM4e 3<t>r KOnAYKA c. ,D,paM4e, ,D,e114eso 

nperceAaTell 
,D,11MI1Tap Y3yHCKI1 
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c DPAMllE JlEf,'IEBO 

To 
Ministry of Culture of 
Republic of Macedonia 

Cultural Heritage Protection Office 

There is no heart that doesn ·t tremble at the thunder of the drum with the rhythm of 
Kopachka. In this powerful touch of the soul. one can truly experience our existence from 
times immemorial. While the dance Kopachka is woven and burns and stings and torches 
and rejoices and hurts and transcends. blurring the space with the dust of the dance of the 
assembly. With that same tremble. We. the founders and members of the Organization 
Folk dance group .. Kopachka .. from village ofDramche. Delchevo, hear by give this 

APPROVAL 

• for the national folk asset .. Kopachka .. social dance from the village of Dramche. 
Pijanec to be nominated for possible inscription on the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of u:--.;ESCO. 

From 2012 om\ard. we gave at the disposal ofthe \ ·1inistry ofCulture and The Cultural 
Heritage Protection Office our rich photo and video archive and actively collaborated 
\\ ith them in creating the video and the selection of I 0 photographs as an addendum to 
the application. 

Respectfully, 

09.0-l.2012 
v. Dramche 
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On WTMHA .QEn'IEBO 

rpaAOHa"'anHMK 

"CaeTo3ap MapKOBMK" 1, 2320 Aen"'eao 
Ten./Q)aKc: +389(0)33 41 1 550 

e-mail: opde@sonet.com.mk 
www.delcevo.gov.mk 

P EnY6m·1KA M AKEAOHIIIJA 
{'i1ViHHCTEPCTBO 3A KYiH"YP A 

Yn~ar.a sa 3aumna Ha kyJ1TypHOTO Hacne.:;CTaa 
CKO nJE AO 

M~H~CTEPCTBO 3A KYJlTYPA HA 

PEnY6JlV1KA MAKEAOH~JA 
Ynpaaa 3a 3awn1ra Ha 

KymypHOTO HaCileACTBO 

0~ MOe JHP-IHO HMe, 11 0~ HMeTO Ha onWTHHa )J,eJI'-IeBO, ja ,IJ,aBaM OBaa 
cornacHocT 3a HOMHHHpalhe Ha HaweTo Tpa~Hl\HOHanHo opo Kona4Kama, Ha 
Penpe3eHTaTHBHaTa JIHCTa Ha HeMaTepHjanHo KYJITypHo HacJie~cTBO Ha 
'-IOBeWTBOTo Ha YHECKO. OnruTHHa ,l\eJI'-IeBo caojaTa no~~pwKa Ha <!JonKnopHaTa 
rpyna ,Kona'-!Ka" ja ~aaa noaeKe ro~HHH HaHa3a~. npeKy <PHHaHCHCKa ~oTal\Hja 3a 
HHBHaTa fO~HWHa pa60Ta, KaKO 11 3a HHBHO MefyHapo~HO npeTCTaByBafhe. 
HawHTe HanopH KaKo onrnTHHa o~aT 11 so HacoKa ~a rH noTTHKHeMe 
nOB03paCHHTe rpafaHH Ha 3ae~HHL\aTa, aKTHBHO ~a ce BKJiy'-laT He CaMO BO 
npaKTHKyBafhe Ha Kona'-!KaTa KaKO MHOry Ba)!{eH ~eJI 0~ Tpa~Hl\HjaTa Ha OBOj 
HCTO'-IeH pemoH 0,11, MaKe~oHHja, TYKY Aa 611~aT ,IJ.eJI 11 o~ aKTHBHOCTHTe Ha 
HCTOHMeHOTO 3~py)!{eHHe. 

CaecHH 3a 6p30TO HC'-Ie3HyBafhe Ha Tpa~Hl\HjaTa 11 HeMaTepHjaJIHaTa 
KYJITypa, rJiaBHaTa l\eJI WTO CaKaMe ~a ja nOCTHrHeMe CO HamaTa nO,Il,~pWKa Ha 
aKTHBHOCTHTe Ha 3,11,pJ)KeHHeTo ,Kona'-IKa" KaKo KYJITypeH reHepaTop so 
onrnTHHaTa, e ~a nocTHrHeMe npaBHJieH npeHoc Ha 3HaefhaTa 3a HamaTa 
Tpa~Hl\Hja Ha nOMJia,IJ,HTe reHepal\HH. 

0TTaMy I1 HaWaTa llOCBeTeHOCT I1 COrJiaCHOCT 3a HOMHHal\Hja Ha OpOTO 
Kona'-IKa Ha Penpe3eHTaTHBHaTa llHcTa Ha YHECKO. 

Co no'-IHT, 
,l\eJI'-IeBo 17.04.2014 
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MUNICIPALITY OF DELCEVO 
MAYOR 

Str. "Svetozar Markovic" 1, 2320 Delcevo 
tel/fax: +389(0)33 411 550 

e-mail: info@delcevo.gov.mk 
www.delcevo.gov.mk 

PEnY6nL·1KA M AKEAOHII1J A 
Mll'lHlllCT!E P CTf30 3A :e!Jl :JP,Il. 

YnpaGa 33 3:!WTL1Ta Ha kyiTff;l<:-r :·, Hacne~!cT co 

CKOnJ£ TO 
MINISTRY 0 F CULTURE 0 F 
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA 

Cultural Heritage Protection Office 

Dear madam/sir 

In my personal name and in the name of the munici pali ty of Delchevo, I hereby give 

this approval for the nomination of our traditio nal social dance Kopachka for 

inscription on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO. 

The municipality of Delchevo, gives its support to the fo lk da nce group "Kopachka" 

for several years now, by financial donations for their annual work, as well as for 

their international representation. Our efforts as municipality are focused on 

stimulating the senior citizens to actively participate not only in public practicing of 

Kopachka dance which is very important part of the tradition of the East region of 

Republic of Macedonia, but also to take part in the activities of the folk dance group 

that bears its name. 

Aware that this tradition is quickly fading, the main goal for our support of the 

activities of the dance group "Kopachka" as a cultural generator of the municipality, 

is to transfer the knowledge about our traditions to the younger generations. 

Hence our dedication and approval for the nomination of the social dance Kopachka 

to be inscribed on the representative list of UNESCO. 

Respectfully, 
Delchevo 17.04.2014 

Mayor, 
.---...;;;;~--..,. Sehtanski 

r:;7[~).._v; 



PEnY6m1KA MAKE,D,OHV1JA 
MI.1HI.1CTEPCTB0 3A KYnTYPA 

YnpaBa 3a 3awn11a Ha kymypHOTO Hacn~croo 
CKOnJ£ 

r.p.tU.eHC: 1S .0-f. J-Dy 
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A 6 fi "4tH10 

3APY>K9HI19 Ha POAHOKpajHH aBTOPH 
nHjaHe4KH rnac Aen4eeo 

2320 ,(len4eeo 
glas pijanecki:a>yahoo.com 

no'-lliiTYBaHlll, 

.0,0 

Mlt1H111CTEPCTBO 3A KYnTYPA HA 

PEnY5n lt1KA MAKE.QOHV1JA 

Ynpasa 3a 3aWTVITa Ha 

KYilTYPHOTO HaCJl8ACTBO 

Hlll npw·lliiHyea noce6Ha YecT Aa ja AaAeMe oeaa comacHocT OA Moe IlliiYHO liiMe, OA 

111M8TO Ha lt13BpWHVIOT OA60p VI '-1Jl8HOBII1T8 Ha 3APY>K8Hlii8TO Ha POAH0Kpaj HII1 aBTOp111 

,nllljaHeYKlll mac" - .0,ell4880, KaKO nOAAPWKa Ha HOMVIHal.lllljaTa Ha C060pCKOTO opo 

,Kona'-!KaTa", 3a 8nll1wysal-be 80 YHECKO-saTa Penpe3eHTaTIIIBHa IliiiCTa Ha HeMaTepll1janHo 

KynTypHo HacneACTBO Ha 408eWT80To. 3APY>KeHII1eTo ,nll1jaHe4KII1 mac" 80 2009 rOA111Ha 3a npe 

naT 111 CnpaTII1 III HVIU,II1jaTIII8a 3a npomacysal-be Ha Kona4KaTa 3a KYilTYPHO HaCJ18ACT80 Ha 

Peny6Jlii1Ka MaKeAOHIIIja. v13pa3y8aMe 6naroAapHOCT AO MII1HliiCTepCT80TO 3a Kymypa 111 

Ynpa8aTa 3a 3aWTIIITa Ha KYilTYPHOTO H8CJ19ACT80, WTO ja nOAAp>Kaa HawaTa IIIAeja Aa ro 

3aWTVITVIM8 OpOTO Kona4Ka OA Hanlllii80T Ha mo6aJllll3aU,II1CKII1Te npou,ec111 KOII1 HOCaT ,H08lll 

TpaA111U,II1111". Bo noArOT08KaTa Ha nnaHOT 3a 3a'-ly8y8al-be Ha Kona'-IKaTa Ha Hau,ll1oHanHo Hlii80, 

oco6eHo 8a>t<Ha 6ewe CTPY'-IHaTa noMow OA V1HCTVITYTOT 3a cponKilop ,MapKo WeneHKos" OA 

CKonje. BepysaMe AeKa eo snll1wysal-beTe Ha co6opcKoTo opo Kona'-IKa OA c. .O,paMYe, 

A8Il498CKO, BO Penpe3eHTaTVI8HaTa nll1cTa Ha YHECKO, jaBHOCTa Ke A06llle CBeCHOCT 3a 

cTapocTa 111 3Ha'-lel-beTo Ha o8a cponKilopHo A06po. 5111AejKlll 80 noArOT08KaTa Ha o8aa 

anm1K8U,111ja CMe 8KilY48HII1 OA CaMII10T n049TOK VI CO HeTpneHIIIe 04eKy8aMe ycneWHO 

3aoKpy>t<ysal-be Ha npou,ecoT Ha HOMVIHaU,II1ja, ja Aa8aMe HawaTa comacHocT Aa Peny6nl11Ka 

MaKeAOHIIIja ro HOMVIH111pa opoTo ,Kona'-IKa" OA c. ApaM'-Ie 3a 8n lllwy8al-be 80 YHECKO-saTa 

Penpe3eHTaTlii8HaTa IlliiCTa Ha HeMaTep111janHo KYilTYPHO HacneACT80 Ha 408eWT80TO. 

Co noi.IVIT, 

,Qen4eso 
14.04.201 4 



P EnYEIU.1 KA M AKE,[\OHLI1JA 
Mtll Hr.1CTEPCT B O 3A KYflTYPA 

Yn;>asa 3a 3a~nna Ha kyrrrypr.oro Hacne;:;cmJ 
C K O nJ E 

n~M"c : )S .()~ , )_o1 ~ 
-~·---- 1\t~ : : ' 1 r- .;-.:·: ~ 5:lQt.,•·;>.::_ 

~ ~~Cp · .Lp,g · I'~ I _ 1- - ~-· poAWOH,.... U T. 
•flMJIIHG'fKM rnac• TO 

MI!"ISTRY OF CUL TU lU 6o. rV-C } -L' i 
OF REPUBLIC OF MACEDO~IA 
Cultural Heritage Protection Office 

I . . j i . k t 
· I V 200 .1. rOA-
A&n4eao 

Dear madam/sir 

It is v.:ith great pleasure that we are giving this approvaL in my ovm name and in 
the name of the Executive board and the members of the Organization of ~ative Authors 
"Pijanecki glas''- Delchevo, as a show· of support for the nomination of the social dance 
.. Kopachkata" for its inscription in the Representative list for intangible cultural heritage 
of UNESCO. In 2009, the NGO "Pijanechki Glas" for the first time put forward an 
initiative for proclamation of the Kopachka as a cultural heritage of Republic of 
Ylacedon ia. We are grateful to the Ministry of Culture and the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Office for supporting our idea for the protection of the oro Kopachka from the 
globalization processes that bring forward "new traditions". During the making of the 
national plan for the protection of Kopachka, the expert assistance provided by the 
Institute for Folklore "Marko Cepenkov'' from Skopje was of exceptional value. We 
believe that by inscribing the dance Kopachka from the village of Dramche, Delchevo on 
the Representative List of UNESCO, the public will gain awareness for the age and the 
significance of this folklore asset. Since we are involved in the preparations for this 
application since the very beginning and are eagerly awaiting its conclusion, it is with 
great pleasure that we give our support for our country Republic of Macedonia to 
nominate the oro ''Kopachka'' from the village of Dramche to be inscribed in the 
L'l\:ESCO's Representative list for intangible cultural heritage of humanity. 

Respectfully, 

Delchevo 
14.04.2014 

President 
ersa St<)fanovska 
'j ., l ., . 
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(Konje, 30.03.2011 roA. 

!1!1Civ1EHA ITOTBP ~A 

Co oaaa nHcMeHa nompp,a M HHHCTepcmoTo 3a Ky;lTypa Ha Peny6JIHI<a 

MaKe,[\OHHja nompp,yaa p,eKa .r:\P>KaBaTa-tJJieHKa Ha KoHBeHQHjaTa 3a 3allln-na 

Ha HeMaTepHjaJIHOTO I<YJ1TypHO H3CJie,ll,CTBO 

PETIYI3JII1KA MAKE,QOHHJA 

e cornacHa HeMaTepHjaJJHOTO KYJITypHo p,o6po, ao concmeHOCT Ha 

Peny6mma MaKep,oHHja, HMeHyBaHo I<aKo 

,KOITA~KATA" - MAWKO C0130PCKO OPO O,Q CEllO ,[(PAM~E, 

ITHJAHEU 

,[\a 6Hp,e HOMHHHpaHo 3a BnHlllyBaH:>e ao Penpe3eHTaTHBHa JIHCTa 3a 

3CilllTHTa Ha HeMaTepHjaJIHOTO KYJITypHO HaCJie,ll,CTBO Ha lJOBelllTBOTO Ha 

YHECKO, nocTaHoBeHa eo KoHBeHQHjaTa 3a 3alllTHTa Ha HeMaTepHjaJIHOTO 

KYJITYPHO Hacnep,cTBO o.r:~2003 ro,[IHHa. 

HoMHHaQHjaTa e no.r:~romeHa eo cornacHOCT, copa6oTKa H aKTHBHO 

yLJeCTBO Ha JlOI<aJIHaTa CaMoynpaBa, JIOJ<a,lHaTa 33e,[IHHL\3, rpym1 H liHL\3 I<OH Ce 

HOCHTeJIH Ha ,[I06pOTO. 

noAI u I Bll 11uuHa Oner<H'CKa . T.a I o p'-Ho'DCKa ' ,• -. V~ :v~ J. \) 

0 Ao6p11 ;l u ,n.uja 1 Oli)'30DCKa ~V' 

CurnaceH: MpuHa ,ll.HMOilCI<a- UloKaponcKa . J 
- -
\- -~> ... -~· . " . / 

~,;J.?/ 



REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE 

Minister 

Skopje, 30.03.2011 

'~>'~ -- -&1/ G 

LETTER OF CONFIRMATION 

It is hereby confirmed from the Ministry of Culture of Republic of 
Macedonia that the State Party 

REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA 

Agrees to have the intangible cultural property of the Republic of 
Macedonia, entitled 

"KOPACHKATA"- MALE SOCIAL DANCE FROM VILLAGE 
DRAMCHE, PI}ANEC 

Nominated for inscription on UNESCO's Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, established by the Convention 
for the safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003. 

The Nomination have been prepared with the cooperation and 
participation of the local self-government, the communities, groups and 
individuals the property relate to. 

~ i 
··'· ·· / 



no4111TyBaH111, 

OnWT~HA .QEII4EBO 
rpappHa4anH~K 

aApeca : M.M.EiPH40 40, .QenYeeo 
Ten: 033/413-521 cf>aKc: 033/411 550 

E-mail:opde@sonet.com.mk 
www.delcevo.gov.mk 

Ao 
Mlt1Hii1CTepcTBO 3a KynTypa 
YnpaBa 3a 3aWTI!1Ta Ha KynTypHoTo 

HaC11€,LJ.CTBD 

CD DBoj ADnlllc OnwTI!1HaTa P,en4eBo nDTBPAYBa ,qeKa e CDrnacHa 

HeMaTep111janHoTo KynTypHD AD6pD 1!1MeHyBaHo KaKD: 

,Kona'-IKaTa" - MawKo co6opcKo opo OA ceno ApaM'-Ie, nHjaHe4 

Aa 6111Ae HOMit1Hit1paHD 3a Bnlt1wyBal-be BD Penpe3eHTamaHara n111cra Ha YHECKO 

3a HeMarepvtjanHo KynrypHo Hacne,qcrao. 

H111 npeTcTaByBawe DCD6eHD 3a,qoBD11CTBD wTo CTPY4Hii1Te cny>+<6111 Ha onWTit1HaTa, 

3a€AH0 CO Tlt1MOT 111CTpa:>+<yBa4111 OA liiHCTII1TYTDT 3a cp011K11Dp ,MapKO L\eneHKOB" -

CKonje, yYeCTByBaa BD npDL\ecoT Ha no,o.roTOBKa 111 1!13pa6oTKa Ha HOMI!1Hal.\fl1jaTa. 

.LJ.e114€BO, 28.03.2011 rDA. rPA.LJ.OHALJAnHliiK 

J'?~a ManeweBCKit1 
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Requ CLT I CIH I ITH 

Le 0 1 AVR. 2011 
L ·--t V ") 

No 1 ;r:· .... r..Q. ............ .. ················ 

MUNICIPALITY OF DELCEVO 

To Ministry of Culture 

Address: ,M. M. Brico" 40, 2320 Delcevo, Macedonia 
tel : +389(0)33413521 
fax: +389(0)33411550 

E-mail:opde@sonet.com.mk 
www.delcevo.gov.mk 

Cllltural Heritage Protection Office 

Respected, 

With this letter. iVIunicipalit) of Delchevo, confirms that it is agreeable. intangible 
cultural heritage named as: 

"Kopachkata'' - male social dance from village of Dramche, Pijanec region 

to be nominated for inscription in Representative List or Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. 
lt \\as our pleasure that the professional services of the general municipality. together 

\\ ith the team of researchers from the Institute of Folklore "\1arko Cepenkov" - Skopje, 

took part in the process of drafting and preparation of the nominati on . 

With respect 

Delche\l) . 28.03.20 I I \1ayor of cit) of Delchevo 

· GDran 'laleshe\ ski 

.· -; / 
"· .6·: 
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3Apy>KeHir'le Ha poAHOKpajHH asTOplr'l 
nlr'ljaHe'IKH rnac Aen'!eBO 

,CseTo3ap MapKOBir'IK" 66 
2320 Aen'!eso 

glas pijanecki@yahoo.com 
++38970917038 

. ·•11€ ~'~ p :.v~ ; - ::;: :.:~ ;.Jn ;~ r~~ ... · . ~~·: 

~! f li.~ }~~~::~t:::~. r.-:.::..:;: · 
Ao 
MHHHCTepcTeo 3a Ky11Typa Ha 
Peny61n1Ka MaKeAOHMja 
Ynpaea 3a 3aWTI!1Ta Ha KYJlTypHOTO 
HaC/leACTBO 

COr11ACHOCT 

Co osoj ,QOn~c . 3,Qpy.>+<eH~ero Ha po.QHOKpajH~ asropV1 .. n~jaHeLJK~ rnac" ,[J,enLJeso, 

norsp,QysaMe ,QeKa H~e ce cornacysaMe, HeMarep~janHoro KynrypHo ,Q06po so 

concrseHocr Ha Peny6n111Ka MaKe.QOHIIIja, IIIMeHysaHo KaKo: 

,KonaYKaTa"- MawKo co6opcKo opo OA ceno .QpaMYe, nMjaHe4 

,Qa 6~Ae HOMIIIHIIIpaHo 3a sn~wysal-be so YHECKO-sara Penpe3eHraTIIIBHa !7Mcra 3a 

HeMaTepllljBflHO KynrypHO HBCfl8fiCTBO Ha YOB8WTBOTO era6n111paHa CO KOHB8HL!IIIjara 3a 

3aWn1Ta Ha HeMaTep~jaflHOTO KynrypHO HaCJ18,QCTBO 0,[\ 2003 rOAV1Ha. 

Osaa HOM~HaL!IIIja 6ewe noworseHa co yyecrso 111 copa6orKa Ha HOc111ren111re Ha 

np8Afl0.>1<8HOTO HeMarepllljanHO KynrypHO A06po a KO~ ce HaW~ LJJ18HOBIII. 

Co noLJIIIT. 

28.03 2011 



~atin authors association 
" Pijanccki Glas" Delchevo 
, Svetoazar Markovik" nn 

2320 Delchevo 
glas piianecki@yahoo.com 

++38970917038 

. · · T r~ ~ (.·1 p~;_;. , . n r;p<.~~B~" 8t•::_~;;~·~ 
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Confirmation letter 

To 

Re<;u CLT I CIH I ITH 

Le I 0 1 AVR. 2011 l 
Lt .'--{ Ll ft') 

Ne ... ........ .... f.. .J..V. .. ........... . 

Ministry of Culture 
Cultural Her·itage Protection Office 

With this letter the ;\lativc authors association "Pijanccki Glas" Delchevo, confinn that we 
agree. to ha\'e the ICH property of Republic of \1acedonia entitled 

"Kopachkata" - male social dance from village of Dramche, Pijanec region 

1\ominatcd for inscription on L-:\'ESCO's Rcpresentati\'e List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

of Humanity, established by the ConYention for the safeguarding of !CH for 2003. 

This ~omination has been prepared with cooperation, and participation of the bearers of the 

proposed Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

With respect 

2S.03 2011 



Re~u CLT I CIH /ITH 

Le 0 1 AVR. 2011 
; '-'!,/) 
'--(d-~'t v :s No,, .......... , •. \,, ................. ,,.,,., M 

Dear Sirs, 

MINISTRY OF CULTURE 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

PROTECTION OFFICE 

As regards your request for a view on the traditional dance, I would like to offer the 

following statement: 

ThL· Kopack::t is the gem of the Pijanec dance folklore. It is the finest and most nluablc piece of 

cull mal heritage in the field of traditional dance, left to us by our forefathers who used to ]i,-e in 

Pip nee. J: i~ a male traclitional dance, a real challenge for e1·en the best of performers, created and 

1mpron:d b,· them and for them. 

1t i~ an olJ sucial traditional dance. 1 learnt of tlus dance when 1 arrin!d as a young teacher at the 

,·ill:tgc of Dramce. l first witnessed the dance at their assembly at Prophet Jeremiah's Day in 1959. 

Ti1L·\· \n:n· d:111cing n accompmued by two drums. Only the best dancers would start the "oroto" 

'the d:tncc::. The changes in rhythmic combinations brought the dancers to a full folkloric trance 

"hcrcb\· they ,,·ould dig at the earth with their left feet. That i~ ,,·by the dance is called the Kopacka 

(Digging Dance). There was a lot of dust, wluch the dancers did not mind but, on the contrary, 

excited them eYen more, so they \Vould start the dance again. It was then that the Kopacka grew on 

me and has remained part of my life to this day. I gatl1crcd the members of the male folk dance 

L'roup t'rom the ,·illage of Drmnce with great enthusiasm and the best of intentions. J re-establi5hcd 

hl· ,~ r< ;up m 19(J1 and fu·st performed with them at the regional festi,·al in Stip, \\'here we were 

r:1Jlked 5ccond. The following year we performed in Koeani and \\'C ha,·e been doing ir {TCr since. 

\\'c h:l\·e had numerous performances at the most renowned traditional folk dance festi,·als, \\·on 

prizes :111d recognition, but the greatest recognition of all is a heartfelt applause from the :mdiencc. I 

fir<r :tucd :15 manager and then started dancing as well, which I haYe ne,·er ginn up. The Kopacka 

cn:. t:L·' Lun~c:roL:s org:mizational problems for me, bur also gin·5 me immense plca~urc ,,·ith cn:n 

!Krt'• ·:nwKc The kopacka i~ my life. It has kept me in its grip for onr fifty years .. \~soon as I put 



on the traditional costume, I am not the man I was before. I become a man of the past. The feeling 

i' incn.:diblc and could only be experienced wearing the tra ditional costume and dan cing tlw 

Kopacb from the ,·illage of Dramce. 

I c:~cJ w go to assembly days in other ,·illages near Dramce. I \Yas watching the dancers there since 

;i~ s cmbly days were a natural festi\·al of traditional dances, songs, instruments and dresses. There 

'' cre >pecial preparatwns for them. The dancers from all villages would come together and dance 

their "ora" (chain dances), while singers were performing their songs. :Ne\\" co~tume~ were ftrst wom 

on a~~embly day for everyone to sec. There was great compenuon in dancing, singing and p laying 

rr:Hliti(,n:<l instruments. The dancers who wished to dance the Kopacka first had to pay a dn1mmer. 

·1 h:n he would get the opaikar- the final dancer in the line - and then other dancers would join in. 

The best dancers would go on the "top" of the dance. 

ThtTe are differences in style and manner of dancing between villages. There are hence se,·cral 

,·crsions of the K opacka, such as the one from lstibanja, Kamenica, or :\lalesevo. 

The mn~t original, authentic, and stylistically distinguished is the Kopacka performed in the village 

()!" D r:u ncc. It ha~ four rhythmic and dance segments: Sctanica (Promenade), Sitnoto (Quicbtcp ), 

J! rc:-rbcka (Mm·cr), and the Kopacka (Digging) part. 

l\ Jacedonian ethnochoreology classifies it with the dances of the agrarian cycle. The labour feature of 

the dance should not be disregarded but other instances could be found in it as \\"elL Those four 

different rhy·tlunic and dance combinations involve contents from this people's past, such as: 

I. Sctanica is the slow part performed with slow :=:tcp~ recalling rhe arduous and 

difficult life under Ottoman rule; 

2. Sitnoto i~ the quick part signifying the organizing of our people in their fight fur 

freedom; 

3. Prefrlacka is a quicker part meant to represent the monmem of freedom fi ghters 

from one position to another, and 

4. Kopacka signifies open combat. 



The tr:1Jirional Kop:-tcka dance from the ,-ilbge of Dramce is a rare original :-tnd artistic dance fmm 

rhc: Pipnec region. It 1s the gem of the Pijanec folklore. It is appealing to the;: eye, filled ,,·ith rich 

rh::rhms :-tnd faYoured by dancers. 

Thar is the reason its stylized version found its place in the medley lslo/na ,\Jakedon!Ja-lstocnolo (Ea.•lmz 

.\ Ln·dn·i,,·Ea . .-/:'rli Dance). ;\rts and culture associations ha Ye had great success with this medley all 

on:r the world . 

But, there is a difference between the pure source and its cover. 

The:·e are no more "sob01i" (assemblies) and "soborski denm·i" (assemblr days) nowada::s, 

c:~peciall~- in ,·ilbgers in which d1e Kopacka was once performed. ~ot only ba,·e the "sobori" 

(:J:; , cm:)lit:s) ceased to exist, but the number of people in the vilbges concerned has been going 

down r;~pidly. If d1e youth used to learn the Kop:-tcka at d1e "sobori" (assemblies), nowadays they 

could witness its original form as performed by the Kopacka Folk Dance Group from Dramcc. It 

c< •nrinues w nurnuc, sa feguard and popularise this beautiful dance that has eamed its place among 

r he l( >ng line of wonderful ~facedonian traditional dances. 

I am completely aware of the fact that the Kopacka is not only d1e cultural heritage of Pijanec and 

:\lacedonia, but also of d1e world, so I would like to support the idea, on my and the behalf of the 

Kopacb 1-olk Group, of the dance in its original being nominated for the Cr\ESCO Rcprescntat.:n.' 

lx:t o f the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
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